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PREFACE. 



These Lectures were held at Yienna, iu the year 1810, 
by royal permission, and are now published, except a few 
alterations, precisely as they were delivered. 

It was my first wish to place these Lectures in the hands 
of my hearers. To some passages, especially those which are 
entirely based upon special and novel researches, it would 
have been perhaps more appropriate to add remarks upon 
those topics of inquiry, which could not well be discussed in 
oral delivery, as well as to adduce the less known authorities. 
Such was at first my intention. Most of the remarks, how- 
ever, would have swollen into treatises ; the character of the 
work would thereby have become totally changed, and several 
years would probably have elapsed before its completion. 

I believed, however, that several of those, who in Germany, 
or elsewhere, where the German language is known, pay 
attention to, and take an interest in, my labours, would prefer 
to have these reflections on modem times at once, and in the 
very form in which they now appear. 

As I have for several years devoted my leisure hours 
almost exclusively to history, — not to general history only, but 
more particularly to that of my country, — I trust to have 
leisure and opportunity subsequently to enter more fully into 
many topics, that in this work I could only lightly touch 
upon. 
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LECTURE I. 

ON THE VALUE OF HISTORY, AND ON THE ORIGINAL STATE 
OF BIEN IN EUROPE AND GERMANY. 

There are three subjects which chiefly attract the atten- 
tion of educated men, and occupy the leisure, which the 
duties of life and their social position leave them : the 
philosophy of life^ — ^the enjoyment of the fine arts, — and the 
study of history. 

All three are adapted in various ways to exalt and enrich 
the inward man. They are in this respect equally indis- 
pensable. Yet it is pre-eminently from the study of his- 
tory, that all these endeavours after a higher mental culture 
derive their fixed centre and support, — ^viz., their common 
reference to man, his destinies and energies. Without a know- 
ledge of the mighty past, the philosophy of life, however 
much it may enchant by wit, or transport by eloquence, will 
never be able to carry us beyond the limits of the present, 
out of the narrow circle of our customs and immediate 
issociations. Even the higher philosophy itself, that most 
daring, and for that very reason, a noble aspiration of human 
thought, can never with impunity neglect a constant retrospec- 
tion of the history of man's development and of his mental 
energies, as it would otherwise infallibly be entangled and 
lost in the unintelligible. History, on the contrary, if it 
does not stop at the mere enumeration of names, dates, and, 
external facts ; if it seizes on and sets forth the spirit of great 
times, of great men, and great events, is in itself a true phi- 
losophy, intelligible to all, and certain, and in its manifold 
applications the most instructive. Tke value of the fine arts 
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2 LECTURES ON MODERN HISTORY. 

for all higher niental culture is acknowledged. But without 
the earnestness which they acquire only by their relation to 
the destinies and history of man, they would ever be in danger 
of becoming an empty pastime— a mere revel of the imagina- 
tion. The meaning of the most admirable and highest pro- 
ductions of the plastic arts and of poetry becomes really 
perceptible to us, only when wo can enter into the spirit of 
the times out of which they sprang, or which they set forth. 
If philosophy more immediately engages the understanding, 
if the fine arts occupy the feelings and the imagination, so his- 
tory, on the other hand, claims the whole attention of man, 
and all the faculties of his soul alike ; or at least it ought to 
do so, if it would correspond to its high destination. 

Thus history, if not in itself the most brilliant, is yet the 
most indispensable link in that beautiful chain, which en- 
compasses man's higher intellectual culture : and history it is 
which binds the others more closely together. But another 
and very special motive for the study of history is to be 
derived from the extraordinary and surprising events of the 
present times.* Reflection on the mighty past, — the know- 
ledge of it can alone enable us to take a cidm steady survey of 
the present, to measure its greatness or its littleness, and to 
'form a just judgment respecting it. 

Thus are the simplest things generally the most exalted. 
History constitutes the apparently easy and first element of 
all instruction ; and yet the more cultivated the mind of a 
man is, the more multiplied opportunities will he find of apply- 
ing it and turning it to use, the more will he discern its rich- 
ness, and divine its deeper sense. Indeed, no thinker is so 
profound as to be abl(9 to anticipate with accuracy the course 
of history, no scholar so learned as to think he has exhausted 
it, or has come to the bottom of it, and no sovereign so 
powerful that he may with impunity disregard its silent 
teaching. 

It is a great merit of our age to have renovated the study 
of history, and to have cultivated it with extraordinary zeal. 
The English had the honour of leading the way in this noble 
career. The Germans have followed them witli success. It 
would be easy to name one or two of our great historians 
whO) at least as regards the happy combination of inteU 

♦ A.D. 1810. 



PARTIALITY OF THE HISTORIAN. S 

Icct, learning, and fertility of ideas, might be preferred to 
the most celebrated English historians. On the other hand, 
the merit of a more equable and finished execution is incom- 
parably more frequent among the historians of England than 
of Germany. Yet the difference of taste and difference of 
notion respecting the art of historical narration may cause a 
great diversity of opinions as to the comparatiye value of oar 
national and of foreign historians. It is, nevertheless, certain 
that wo possess in the German language a rich treasure of 
liistorical research, profoundly instructive, and in part en- 
tirely new. Within the last two or three decades alone, so 
much has been achieved and produced in this department, 
that historical knowledge has been perhaps as much extended 
in that short space of time as formerly in as many centuries. 

Despite these acquisitions, however, history on another 
side is still defective enough ; historic truth, still here and 
there, veiled by many clouds of error. 

That history is written with partiality is a universal com- 
plaint. In the ordinary and literal sense this complaint 
ought not to be made, if we survey history' from a lofty point 
of view. If, in his narrative, a writer of history has in view 
merely the advantage of some individual state, or some other 
special political object, and not the general interests of man- 
kind and the progress of human destinies, in that case he may 
be, perhaps, a skilful advocate, an able orator, a distinguished 
political writer, but by no means is ho an historian. But if a 
genuine historian sets before us facts, as they are, without 
falsification, and with the strictest conscientiousness, — for so 
he is required, and so it is self-evident he ought to do, — and if 
with respect to his views and opinions, — ^without which it is 
impossible to write history, or at least a lively historic narra- 
tive, he frankly states the principles of belief and right 
which determine his views and opinions, then we cannot com- 
plain with justice, for he himself furnishes us with the means 
of easily ascertaining how far we can agree with him or not. 
Of partiality we ought not to accuse him, even if we should 
differ from him in opinion ; or at least the word has then no 
longer any very reprehensible sense. In general it is in history 
as in life itself, where it may often be more praiseworthy to 
choose and join the right party, than to remain without any 
party, ever neutral and indifferent. The example of a great 
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4 LECTURES ON MODERN HISTORY. 

Homan writer will best serve to illustrate my meaning. 
Tacitus opens his ifwo immortal works, of different tendency, 
with the same assertion, that they were written without 
hate as without lore. In this, perhaps, he only alluded to his 
own personal relations under this or that particular emperor, 
which might indeed more readily occur to his contemporaries. 
But if his expressions were to be taken strictly, we should 
then do him an injustice. For it is precisely the high 
moral hate, everywhere glowing through his pages, and the 
exalted love visible in them ; the hate, namely, of unrighte- 
ous despotism and degrading vice, and the decided watchful 
love for everything high-minded, for everything worthy ot 
better times ; these things it is that render his works im- 
mortal, that have given them an imperishable value for all 
ages. Not impartial is Tacitus — this any one, without intellect 
or love, can easily be. No ! he is in the highest degree partial, 
but his partiality is for the right party, and expressed in a 
lUst and noble manner. 

Far more than by this much-dreaded partiality of writers, 
if such it can be called, is history &,lsified, and that is, by 
a partiality of quite a different kind, which is in fact a defect 
of sensibility, — a narrowness of mind. It is exceedingly 
difficult for man to tear himself from the circle of his habits. 
These habits, the whole present, our own age, with all its in- 
visible associations, form a kind of spiritual atmosphere 
around us, which necessarily wraps the forms of the past as in 
a mist. Hence the many erroneous, or rather feeble, inac- 
curate, spiritless views and judgments on great times that 
have passed away, — on men and deeds which exceed th^ 
habitual standard. 

To remove obstructive views of this kind, to bring the past, 
its heroes and its deeds, before our eyes, in their true forms, 
and in their full force, shall now be my chief endeavour. 

To sketch a faithful picture of the last few centuries,- 
so eventful and remarkable, we must go back to the 
middle ages, and to the earlier history of Germany. The 
migration of the northern nations is the wall of separation- 
that divides the ancient and the modern world. The insti- 
tutions, laws, and customs of the latter, down to our own times, 
are founded on the primitive constitution of the Germans ; 
and we must place before our eyes what Europe was before 
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tind after tlio Crusades, in order to judge what effect the 
discovery of the two Indies might have had upon her whole 
social system, and what effect it actually had. A short 
sketch, therefore, of the ancient Germans, and a compressed 
account of the middle ages, will precede our reflections on 
modem history. 

We shall hegin with the great migration of the northern 
nations, an event, equally astonishing in itself, as immeasurable 
in its consequences. Astonishing — for never, perhaps, did a 
state of things, — so utterly desolate and hopeless, — a prostra- 
tion and humiliation so universal — such a subjugation of 
everything good, afflict the whole civilized world, as in the 
latter times of the declining empire of Rome ! Yet de- 
liverance arrived in a manner the most unexpected. The | 
world became impregnated with a new vital force, and coun- 
tries which had been formerly civilized flourished anew, if 
not more civilized, yet certainly freer, htfppier, and nobler, 
than they were, even in the better times of antiquity. Other 
lands and nations, — less favoured by nature, that had hitherto 
existed in poverty and simplicity, although in a state of free- 
"dora, — quickly rivalled in . blooming prosperity, and in the* 
cultivation of the arts, the more fortunate south. Immeasur- 
able were the consequences of this migration of nations for 
-the whole of modern history ; all that has been developed 
during the last fifteen hundred years by the noble rivalry of 
so many and such great national energies, has thereby 
alone been brought about. Had this migration not taken 
place ; had the Germanic nations not succeeded in throiiv;- 
ing off the Roman yoke ; had, on the contrary, the rest of 
northern Europe been incorporated with Rome; had the 
freedom and individuality of the nations been here too de- 
stroyed, and had they been all transformed with like uni- 
formity into provinces, then would that noble rivalry, that 
rich development of the human mind, which distinguishes 
modem nations, have never taken place. And yet it is pre- 
cisely this rich variety, this manifoldness, that makes 
Europe what it is, that confers on it the distinction of being 
the chief seat of all human civilization. Instead of a 
Europe, thus free and richly diversified, there would then 
have been but one Rome, wherein all things would have been 
melted down and dissolved ; and where, instead of the rich 
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yariety of European history, the anuals of the single Roman 
empire would have presented us with a counterpart to the 
dull monotony of the Chinese year-books. Who would not 
prefer a state of simplicity and free nature to such a Chinese 
civilization, founded upon universal abasement ? 

This migration of the northern nations is nothing else 
save the history of the wars between the free Germanic 
races and the Roman masters of the world; wars which 
J ' terminated in the dissolution of the Roman empire, and in 
the foundation and first formation of the modem states and 
nations. A retrospective survey of the methods whereby 
the Romans attained to universal dominion, as well as of the 
genius of decay, which from an early period lurked in that 
Roman empifl^ ; a sketch of the peculiarities in the Germanic 
race and mind, in their manners and their constitution ; and 
finally, a rapid glance at the wars between the Romans and 
the Germans, — ^both before and after that Arminius, who with 
unshaken perseverance and self-devotion, maintained German 
independence, — ^these are the most essential points for a clear 
view of this great historical event. 

Let us first cast a glance at the primitive state of the 
whole of Europe. It is a remarkable and attractive spectacle 
to contemplate men who were so richly endowed by nature, 
and gifted with such noble faculties, in a state so totally dif- 
ferent from that to which we are accustomed. Before the 
passion for universal dominion had been transmitted from 
Asia to the Greeks, and had next taken possession of the 
Romans, the state of Europe waA, on the whole, nearly every- 
where the same. The rudiments of civilization were abeady 
known ; agriculture waa general ; and some countries were pro- 
portionately thickly peopled. Towns were numerous, but there 
were likewise almost as many individual petty states as con- 
siderable towns. Everything was, for the most part, isolated 
and unconnected. Europe was inhabited and peopled chiefly 
by three, or four great nations; but none of these were 
united among themselves so as to form a whole. Each of 
them were split into numberless petty tribes and races, con- 
stituting as many distinct states. Each of these tribes had 
but a slender knowledge of the remoter ones, and often 
carried on war with the adjoining. But as war was waged 
with such isolated forces, and not in great masses as it is 
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among powerful states in a higher stage of civilization, it was 
hence less destructive than among the latter, and served but 
to develope and exercise courage and other martial and manlj 
qualities. 

With many important differences of detail, the faith and 
worship of these nations rested on one common basis. Their . ] 
faith was an adoration of nature, her most glorious phe- ^ 
nomena, and her hidden primal energies and mysteries. Tho 
sun and the stars, fire, the sea, and the elements ; the mother 
earth herself, awful mountains, sacred groves and springs, were 
the objects of this nature- worship, mingled as it was with tra- 
ditions and fables of ancient heroes, and concerning the earlier 
state of the earth and men. Many, indeed most of the con- 
veniences and arts of life that have now become habitual to us^ 
were then still unknown to the German, especially in the north. 
On the other hand, a deep and strong love for nature filled 
his breast with a joyous energy of life, whose sources are 
only too often dried up in the relations of more artificial 
society. Necessitous as the condition of these ancient nations 
may appear to us, they yet almost universally possessed one 
great good, which we have for the most part been obliged to -^ 
sacrifice for other advantages, — freedom, to wit. It was 
fostered and maintained by their isolation and universal sub- 
division into petty states and tribes. This original freedom 
must be considered the decided characteristic of Europe as 
contrasted with Asia. In Asia we find from the very begin- 
ning great masses of states, and nations, and universal sove-' 
reignty ; in Europe everything was originally isolated ; there 
was, for that very reason, a constant mutual rivalry, and each 
state developed itself in individual freedom. Asia may be \ 
called the land of unity, in which everything has Deen( | 
unfolded in great masses, and in the simplest relations; ' J 
Europe is the land of freedom, that is, of civilization through -^ 
Hhe antagonism of manifold individual and isolated energies. / 

This variety has been at all times the characteristic of Euro- 
pean civilization ; for even after great states and nations had 
sprung -up within it, the essential qualities of that original 
character remained. It has often been the unhappy conse-, 
quence of excessive subdivision, that although it has beeil 
favourable to freedom, yet, national unity, in spite of the 
efibrts to attain it, could not be realized. This was the 
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caae among the Greeks, and in a great measure also among 
the Germans. Nature herself had adapted Europe to this 
state of subdivision, by the many great and smaller sections 
into which European countries are divided by means of moun- 
tains and seas. The circumstance that Europe was peopled 
from Asia, — that all old European nations were originally 
Asiatic emigrants, — may also have been favourable to free- 
dom. Colonies and emigrant tribes are ever prone thereto ; 
the bonds of habit are left behind in the mother-country, and 
the original condition of society is restored. This rule held 
good in the most ancient times, precisely as it has been 
evinced in the most recent. 

The remarks we have made upon the state of Europe in 
general, are peculiarly applicable to that of the Greek nation. 
In the earlier times it was divided into numberless petty 
states and tribes, which were connected only by their common 
origin, language.^ and mythology. It was only in consequenoe 
of the Persian invasions, that large states began to be formed 
in Greece, and ambition to take a bolder flight. For when, 
by the utmost exertion of all their energies and courage, the 
Greeks had successfully maintained their independence against 
superior force, the necessity of union was felt, and the smaller 
states rallied around two of the most considerable. But pre- 
cisely because there, were two, was the germ of jealousy and 
of internal discord already laid. Thus Sparta and Athens 
speedily became the centres of two parties, that were spread 
over the whole of Greece, and were animated with quite 
opposite principles. Sparta, agreeably to its nature as a 
land-power, was more favourable to the nobility, and be- 
came the head of the aristocratic party. Athens, being a 
commercial state, and therefore more inclined to the class of 
burgesses and to civic freedom, became the centre of the 
democratic party. How the Greeks themselves destroyed their 
own national strength in this grand struggle between Athens 
and Sparta, between aristocracy and democracy, this, as por- 
trayed by the great historians of antiquity, is even still one 
of the most instructive historic pictures. The Greek nation, 
as a nation, perished utterly through this mutual destruction 
of its two mightiest and most distinguished races. Only here 
and there did a spark appear among the ashes, and but once 
again, in Alexander the Great, did Grecian energy burst 
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forth into a brilliant flame, to be once more speedily extin- 
guished. If it can be averred of any conqueror of the 
ancient world, that he had the power and the will not merely 
to destroy, but also to build up and found anew, — ^that he 
had original, bold, and great ideas, — it may be averred of 
Alexander; and in these ideas he was passionately enthusi- 
astic, not coolly calculating, like CsBsar. It may be asked, 
whether the consequences to the world would not have been 
greater and more lasting, if Alexander, as his teacher Aris- 
totle wisbed, and more than once expressed the wish, had 
<M>nfined himself to Europe, instead of seeking Eastern con- 
quests, — if he had wholly subjugated the Greeks, and thereby 
moulded them into one nation, under a monarchy founded 
upon legal freedom ? If in this manner, during their flou- 
rishing period, they had been cemented into a mighty whole, 
into one nation, which indeed they never were, the Greeks 
would have presented a noble spectacle to the world and to 
history. But at that time such a scheme would have been 
scarcely practicable. They were too divided, already tho- 
roughly corrupted, and all their energies extinct. In that case, 
the probable reward of Alexander would have been failure 
and ingratitude. Be that, however, as it may, an irresistible 
impulse urged Alexander towards Asia. The municipal 
character of the constitution and social system of the Greeks, 
their petty spirit of contention, and their over-refinement, 
may have appeared too narrow and contracted to his great niind. 
A decided predilection for Oriental grandeur breaks out 
through his whole life, and was made matter of reproach 
against him by the more narrow-minded of the Greeks. It 
may, perhaps, have been his leading idea to wish to fuse together 
Oriental greatness and Grecian refinement, and combine in a 
perfect social and political system the respective advantages 
of Europe and Asia. On his death, however, the incoherent 
elements were again disjoined, and the whole structure fell to 
pieces. Among the several GrsBCo-Macedonian kingdoms 
that were now formed in Egypt, Syria, Asia Minor, and 
Greece, relations speedily arose that bear a striking resem- 
blance to certain epochs in modern history. Standing armies, 
treaties that were concluded or altered with as much display 
of the arts of diplomacy as ever modem times have known,-— 
in one word, a recognised system of the balance of power. 
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This produced the same consequences at that period, as in the 
sequel it has produced in every age, and always will produce. 
Perpetual wars,— namely, because the scales of the artificial 
balance never stand altogether motionless, but ever incline 
towards one side, or at least appear so to do, — and after such 
perpetual wars, mutual exhaustion and general disorganiz- 
ation. That one might not become too powerful, these 
Grecian states enfeebled each other so much, that at last they 
were all weak enough to be easily conquered by a new and 
unlooked-for power. 

This destiny had Rome in the meanwhile been growing up . 
to fulfil. With a population, with manners, laws, and cus- 
y toms derived from the difierent nations that peopled central 
Italy, Rome, surrounded as she was by several powerful 
states, was necessitated, even from her origin, to carry on 
war, in order to defend herself, and to preserve the territories 
she had wrested from the latter. The cause of this ceaseless 
succession of wars lay in the Roman constitution itself. 
Indescribably severe was the oppression exercised on the 
people by the nobility. The people, moreover, were ever 
resUess; but the means of warding ofl* danger, when once 
war had become a habit, were always at hand. War had 
3ieed only be perpetuated; patricians and plebeians alike 
loved it ; but the patricians gained by it the most surely ; 
and now and then, by allowing the people to share in some of 
its advantages, any pressing danger would be easily averted, 
and the storm be once more laid. When in respect of 
her claims in Sicily and Spain, her growing aggrandizement 
had brought Rome in contact with Carthage, the powers she 
had long been gathering together were suddenly developed to 
an extent of greatness, that amazed the contemporary world, 
as it has done all succeeding ages. The struggle with Car- 
thage, on which the very existence of Rome was staked, which 
called forth her highest efibrts, and which brought her to the 
verge of destruction : this struggle it was that imparted to 
her that loftiness of spirit; that magnanimity which con-' 
tinned to exist even in subsequent times. This greatness and 
magnanimity, portrayed as they are by eloquent historians, 
only too often lead us to forget much in the history of Rome,' 
and in her dealings with the rest of the world, but which, 
viewed with the eye of humanity, cannot appear otherwise 
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than both reprehensible and pernicious. Now had the power 
of Rome become irresistible ; and it was easy for the Romans 
to put an end to the game of the balance of power among 
the Grecian states and kingdoms. At first interfering with 
dignity and apparent love of justice, they quickly b^gan to 
assume a bolder tone, and at last dropping the mask, and 
throwing aside all reserye, they announced and assigned to 
the subjugated nations their long decided lot. 

Harder was their task to subdue, or rather to extirpate, the 
nations of western and northern Europe. The warlike in- 
habitants of Spain, as well as the Celtic nations, were at 
length almost wholly subjugated ; and so were even sereral 
Germanic tribes. But among the latter the national strength 
was by no means crushed ; by them mankind was shortly to 
be saved, for Rome was now hurrying with rapid steps, to 
her inevitable downfal. It was no longer, the patrician 
order, but powerful individuals aiming at sovereignty, who, 
in these latter times, promoted warfare, and used devastated 
provinces, or half- exterminated nations, as means for amass* 
ing wealth, and as instruments of their ambition. Through 
the strife of parties, the establishment of despotism, the in- 
evitable result of anarchic freedom in any state, was already 
at hand, when the ever-memorable contest between Rome 
and the Germanic nations broke out. Thus had this malady 
— ^the lust of power, the thirst after universal dominion- 
spread and been transplanted from Asia constantiy westward, 
and at last taken deep root in the midst of Europe. 

Let us now cast a glance at the state of northern Europe. 
Three great and distinct races dwelt in central and northern . / 
Europe. The Celts inhabited upper Italy, the Alps, thd 
whole of central IB^rahce, a part of Spain, and the British 
isles. The Gormans occupied Germany and the Scandina- 
vian kingdomsT^r at that time the Suiones or Swedes, and 
the other inhabitants of those northern states, were accounted 
Germans, and constituted one people with them. It was not 
till long afterwards that the German language and nation, pro- 
perly 80 called, took a peculiar development, and became dis- 
tinct from the kindred Scandinavian race and language in Den- 
mark and Sweden. One-third of Gaul, the north-western part, 
under the name of Belgium, was peopled not by Celts alone, but , 
partly by tribes, either purely Germanic, or of the two races / ^ ^ 
mixed. The earliest European seats of the Germa;^ic nations X^ 
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-^ were in the northern parts of Germany, in the Ne therland s, 
^ Denmark, the south of Sweden and Norway, along tbe coasts 
of the Baltic, and also towards the west on those of the Atlantic. 
At a later period only did central and southern Germany 
become generally cultivated, and inhabited principally by 
Germans. By reason of its effects, this circumstance is of 
great importance. The Celts were the first who occupied the 
Alps, and perhaps many districts also between those moun- 
tains and the Danube ; German tribes may subsequently have 
mingled among them, and hence Roman authors speak of 
semi-Germanic tribes upon the Alps. But it was only when 
a great German nation, the Suabians, and the Swiss, who 
were akin to them, migrated from the more northern districts, 
and from the coasts of the Baltic to their present seats, that 
the country between the Maine, the Danube, and the Alps, 
as well as a part of the latter, became wholly German. That 
on the lower Danube, in the north of Greece and up to the 
Carpathian mountains, Celtic, and perhaps even German 
tribes, also existed, is probable. Some of the latter, as ap- 
pears by certain names, and by other circumstances, were 
intermingled with the Gauls, who from this quarter once 
penetrated into Greece, and ultimately settled in Asia 
Minor. 

The eastern neighbours of the Germans were, two thou- 
sand years ago, as at the present day, the wide-spread 
•^Sclavonic nations. The Romans, who were really acquainted 
only with the western and southern frontier-districts of Ger- 
many, and knew little or nothing of the interior, are uncertain 
in their assignment of boundaries between the two. As to some 
of these Eastern people, the writer who had most knowledge 
of Germany says, he was unable to decide whether they were 
Germans or Sannatians. Perhaps fi*om the Oder to the 
-Vistula, or even still more easterly as far as modem Livonia 
*and Lithuania, German and Sclavonian, as well as other tribes, 
dwelled together. They were not intermixed, however, but 
lived side by side, in the same manner as in Hungary and the 
Turkish empire, several nations of totally different language 
and origin, have done for centuries, without being blended ; 
• «aoh preserving its peculiar language and customs. Even at 
that early period, varied intercourse and manifold relations 
seem to have existed between the Germanic and Sclavonian 
nations. 
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This is the more probable, as in the principal expeditions of 
the Germans during the time of the Goths, we find many non- 
Germanic tribes associated with them, of whom some pro- 
bably, and others most certainly, were of the Solavonic mce.^-. 

Thus of the above-named three great nations, the Gkrmans^ 
of whom we are at present more immediately treating, pos- 
sessed the most northern seats. It even seems as though . 
they had designedly penetrated as far as possible towards the 
north. Now if the existence of widely-spread species of 
domesticated animals originally indigenous to Asia; if the 
manners and customs, the mythology, the universal traditions, 
and, above all, the languages of the European nations, incon- 
trovertibly prove that they had all, earlier or later, immigrated 
from Asia ; then the question may well be asked : what could 
have possibly induced the Germanic nation to abandon their 
happier dwelling-places, and to seek an abode in the rude,^. 
extreme north? It was undoubtedly not necessity alone. 
At that time, the earth was not so thickly peopled, as to 
leave no room for choice ; and it would not have been difficult 
for them to find settlements elsewhere. We must, perhaps, 
seek the reason of this singular phenomenon in the sentiments. 
and sagas of antiquity. Though an altogether satis&ctory 
reply to the question can scarcely be expected, yet it is at least 
note-worthy, that the Indians, precisely the most southern 
Asiatic people, transfer the most glorious and perfect region 
of the earth, — ^the terrestrial paradise, — which we generally 
look for in the south, to the extreme north. They conceive it 
to be in the form of a vast mountain, and to be the seat of every 
kind of wealth. To have climbed and conquered this won- 
derful mountain, is one of the highest adventures fabled of 
their gods or deified heroes. Hence have some English 
scholars gone so far as to seek the derivatiun of the name 
Scandinavia from Scanda, one of those Indian deified heroes^ 
to whom that adventure is ascribed. Hazardous and inad- 
missible as this supposition may appear, it is yet certain that 
the key to the earliest events in the history of nations, is not 
to be sought for in what we call policy, nor even in physical 
necessities alone, which are apt more immediately to occur to 
us, but much rather in their mythology^ that is, in their 
perhaps incorrect and vague, but still poetical conceptions- 
and sagas. Strange as these may appear to us at the first 
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glance, still upon the minds of these primitive men they 
exercised a marvellously powerful influence. 

Thus much as to the situation of the Germans between 
their eastern and western neighbours. We have already 
ventured to cast a passing glance at their early origin and 
first migrations ; but the territory they possessed in Europe 
bj reason of its great influence on the national character, is 
also well worthy of our attentive consideration. In despite of 
her northern situation, Germany has many and great advan- 
tages. She possesses in fullest measure that first condition 
of all fertility in a country, — a rich abundance of great and 
small rivers, intersecting her on every side. In this first and 
most important quality of a fruitful and lovely region, she 
surpasses many other European lands, and equals the most 
favoured. Even the great plains and fiats, that stretch 
towards the sea on the coasts of the North Sea and the Baltic, 
are in part fruitful, and only a few tracts are rendered waste 
and barren by the sand. At the period we are speaking of, 
however, the fertility of the German soil, which in later 
timer has made Germany a flourishing and proportionately a 
very populous-country, was by no means developed by careful 
husbandry. Another peculiarity, . too, had even then the 
greatest influence on the nationcd mind and disposition. Its 
elevated situation, and numberless mountains, distinguish this 
country from those immediately adjacent on the north-east 
and- south-west; namely, France and Poland, which lie 
incomparably lower. The lofty Alps in the south, the Ricsen-* 
gebirge towards the east, towards the west the mountains of 
the Yosges in Alsace ; then the mountains of Treves along the 
Moselle : on this side the Rhine the heights of the Black Fo- 
rest, the mountains of the middle Rhine and in the Wetterau, 
which on the one side towards the sea gradually sink down, 
and on the other, to the north, unite with the Harz moun- 
tains; all these make our old Germany a land universally 
girdled' and interwoven with mountains of the most varied 
elevation and nature. In this respect, indeed, within Europe, 
she can only be compared with Spain. 

The internal treasures of these mountains (and they are 
very considerable) were not brought to light before the dis-' 
covery of America. But the greater was the wealth of living 
feelings,-— enthusiastic, strong, and joyous, — ^which the sublime 
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Aspact of nature in their land called forth and preseryed ever 
fresh in the breast of the German nations. The power exercised 
by nature and her outward forms oyer men is incomparably 
greater than is commonly supposed, eren in the state of arti- 
ficial civilization ; and still more mighty is it in that con- 
dition of primitiye simplicity, when man himself stands in a 
nearer rektion to nature, and has therefore a deeper, more 
inward feeling for her. What impression, indecKi, can a 
plain, however fertile, make upon the soul ? none, but that 
of fertility. There is nothing there to lead the mind away 
from thoughts on the labours and earnings of men, to elevate 
it above the sphere of vulgar wants. It in fact only raises 
suggestions as to the products of the soil, and the abundance 
and the degree of perfection which they attain to. How^ 
totally difierent is the impression made upon the soul by 
elevated mountainous regions ? 

Nature there stands visible before us, as it were, in all her 
majesty ; in the presence of these rocks, the speaking monu- 
ments of her greatness, the primitive fragments of antecedent 
creations, our views become expanded and exalted ; we are led 
back to the thousands of years that have gone before us ; 
self, and everything petty and narrow, disappear. A similar 
impression to that made by beautiful mountain-scenery, is 
produced by lofty, primeval forests, little touched by the 
hand of man, where oaks of a thousand years, (as in Ger- 
many, according to the description of the elder Pliny,) form, 
with their clustering and intertwining roots and boughs, high 
arches, galleries, and figures, strangely like to the daring 
constructions of human art, but only grander, more life-like, 
and freer, as if raised for a great temple of nature. 

Individual Romans were not wanting, as is proved by the 
passage referred to in Pliny, in taste for the high natural 
beauties of the German land; in general, however, they 
portray the north as very rugged. So it may be even now 
called, in comparison with Italy ; but the expressions of the 
Romans, and their descriptions of Germany, are too dispro- 
portionate and exaggerated for the real and present condition of 
the country. The question has been raised whether Germany 
was not formerly colder, whether the climate has not to some 
extent been modified by the more perfect cultivation of the 
soil. As to central and southern Germany, the question 
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may be answered in ilie affirmative. This whole tract was 
undoubtedly much ruder and much colder, as nearly its entire 
extent was covered over by one great continuous forest, single 
remnants of which we still see in the Black Fores^ the 
Spesshart, the Harz, and the Thuringian and Bohemian 
forests. That the lower northern districts of Germany, how- 
ever, lying nearer to the sea, were formerly colder than now, 
we have no reason whatever to assume. On the contrary, 
putting aside the particular causes, arising from larger forests, 
and from still greater number and mass of lakes and watery 
hollows, naturalists incline to the opinion as the most pro- 
bable, that the earth is growing gradually, although slowly, 
colder. Within historical times, the frozen ocean has in- 
creased towards the south; in northern countries and on 
mountain summits, traces of a flourishing vegetation, be- 
longing to a period of time not very remote, are still to be 
found, where such will no longer thrive. Northern Germany, 
therefore, and the Danish and Swedish coasts, were certainly 
not colder than at present, and were, perhaps, even warmer. 
\ Now this deep and strong love for nature, which the primi- 

^J tive Germans inhaled with the native air of their mountains 

and their woods, is the peculiar characteristic of the Germanic 
character, and has ever adhered to the Germanic nations in 
all ages and in all countries. Wherever in the progress of 
time they fixed their dwelling-places, whether in the southern 
fields of Spain and Italy, or in northern England, everjrwhere 
they dwelt and built after the same fistshion, choosing their 
abodes not so much for the sake of convenience or utility, as 
from that love for free nature and her enchanting beauty 
- which had become to them an absolute want Upon the hills,, 
on the steep declivities of rocks, near the headlong mountain- 
torrent, in the solitary wooded valley, they most loved to ^x. 
their dwelling. This love of nature is visible in the whole 
way of life, in the divine worship, in the £Euth, aye, even in 
the very constitution of the primitive Germans. In all pro- 
ductions of later and more civilised times, it will reveal its 
dominant influence, and give them their peculiar German 
stamp. It is still living in our language and poetry ; and 
should this love of nature ever become wholly extinct among 
the Germans, it would only be a proof that the Germanic cha- 
racter had utterly changecl, or that it had even ceased to be. 
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Passing from the geographical nature of the country, we 
come to Uie most important point of all for our object, — tL.^ y p 
constitution of the primitive Germans. Before I attempt to 
portray it, I must refute a very common, but incorrect 
opinion. The primitive Germans are but too often described 
as mere savages. Some much-read authors are particularly 
fond of comparing them with the American Indians; with 
those savages, who on the first discovery of the new world, 
were not even acquainted with the use of iron ; of whom 
many tribes were, and even still are, cannibals, and many 
others stand on the lowest scale of human nature, but just 
raised above the brute. Such false comparisons and ex- 
aggerated representations arise from historians starting with 
preconceived opinions, and still oftener from want of distinct 
ideas. In this case in particular, distinct ideas have been 
wanting as to the savage and civilized states. The essential 
points that concern us here are the following. It is chiefly 
by three great instruments and inventions that a people still 
living in the simplest social condition is rendered capable of 
civilization, and is raised to a higher grade : iron, the indis- 
pensable instrument of husbandry, and the first beginning of 
all art ; money, the invisible bond between all civilized nations, 
however remote ; and alphabetical writing, which places ex- 
isting generations in communion with the past and the future. 
How these three great discoveries, very closely connected as 
they are with each other, — the artificial use of iron, the ac- 
knowledgment of the value and unanimity as to the univereal 
currency of the precious metals, and the introduction of alpha- 
betical writing, — how these arose among men, and how men 
came by them, that is an inquiry that would lead us very far. 
Let it suffice that we find these three great instruments and 
levers of human life, a little sooner or later, somewhat more 
or less perfectly developed, but yet universally disseminated, 
among all nations of Asiatic origin. The American savages, 
on the contrary, upon the discovery of the new world, were 
wholly destitute of them. It is self-evident, that with these 
great primary instruments were conferred the rudiments and 
first germ for all further progress in civilization, which then, 
slowly perhaps, but yet almost naturally and necessarily, 
must follow. Whether a people, acquainted with and pos- 
sessing iron, money, and the art of writing, and yet living, as 
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did the primitive Germans, ia a state of manners, and under 
institutions very simple and natural, can be appropriately 
termed savages, is not worth disputing, as, after all, names 
are arbitrary. This, however, is certain, that nations, which 
possess iron, money, and the art of writing, are separated 
by an immeasurable gulf from those unacquainted with 
these things, and that we might almost say they form two 
totally different species of men, so infinitoly great and so all- 
pervading is the influence of these first of all discoveries. 
Hence the comparison of the primitive Germans with the 
American savages is peculiarly unfitting. Like the other north- 
em nations, the Germans were acquainted with those rudi- 
ments of all higher civilized and social life. They possessed 
the lance, the sword, and the plough ; the riches of their native 
mountains, it is true, were as yet unknown, and hence iron 
was rare and costly. Not every warrior had his coat of mail 
and helmet ; the shield was usually of interwoven osiers only ; 
while copper and stone, in some weapons, such as battle-axes, 
were substituted for iron. In their description of the German 
order of battle, the Romans tell us, that while the front ranks 
indeed were sufficiently provided with effective lances, the 
rear ranks were armed only with wooden javelins hardened in 
the fire. Iron weapons, moreover, were one of the objects 
most eagerly sought for by the Germans in their commercial 
dealings with the Romans ; not, because they themselves did 
not understand the forging of arms from motfds, but by reason 
of the rarity of iron. The thing itself, and not its greater or 
less extension, concerns us here. Even with the sword and 
plough alone a totally new form and system of life are intro- 
duced ; further refinement and perfection in the art of iron, 
as civilization may be called, spring up of themselves in time. 
In this respect, perhaps, the various northern and Germanic 
tribes were not equally advanced. In the history of the 
Cimbri and Teutones, the Romans speak of a host of fifteen 
thousand horsemen fully equipped, and armed with coat of mail, 
helmet, and shield. They may possibly, from vanity, have 
exaggerated the number, but there is scarcely an imaginable 
reason for supposing them to have invented an armament of 
the kind for that army contrary to the truth. As these na- 
tions belonged to the interior and northerly part of Germany, 
nearer to the coast of the Baltic, it is possible, that therei 
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from the interconrse of the inhabitants with Sweden, which 
abounded in iron, this metal was not so rare, as in the western 
Bhine frontier of Germany, which the Romans, in the de-> 
scriptions they give us, hare almost exclusively in view. 

From misunderstanding a passage in Tacitus, some have 
denied that the Germans were acquainted with the art of 
writing. It has, however, been incontrovertibly demon- 
strated, that the Scandinavian nations possessed a peculiar 
alphabet, in the Runic character, and it is equally certain, 
that several other Germanic races also originally used it. 
We may hence infer that the case was the same with the 
remainder ; that writing was not so much in use as among the 
Romans or as in modern times, needs no comment, and if 
among one or two frontier-tribes, whose organization was 
wholly military, little or no traces of the art can be discerned, 
from that circumstance also no inference as to the whole 
nation can be drawn. In the same manner we may readily 
admit, that not only among the Germanic, but among all 
northern nations, money was rare ; that most of them did not 
coin for themselves, but were content to use foreign coin. 

But to assume that they were altogether unacquainted with 
the value of money, would be repugnant to the whole history 
of ancient commerce, which even in very early times spread 
from the Black Sea, along the rivers that flow into it, far into 
the innermost north. If the Germans, especially in their deal- 
ings with Roman traders, often preferred bartering wares to 
taking money, they were actuated by the same motive 
as in preferring the older coins, namely, the fear of being 
cheated in the yalue of the newer ones, which were often 
lighter, and with which, at all events, they were less familiar. 
We must in general be careful to remember that the ancient 
authors, in their descriptions of the Germans, were only too 
fond of contrasting the simplicity of this life of nature with 
the corrupt manners of degenerate Rome. Thus, when they 
speak of the repugnance of the primitive Germans to enclosed 
dwelling-places and towns, we must not take this literally, as 
if no towns at all existed among them, but merely thereby 
understand their greater rarity. For the most part, indeed, 
each house was erected singly; even their congregation in villages 
did not then take place as in modern times. The Romans 
^themselves, notwithstanding, speak of German forts, that 

c2 
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were strong enough to necessitate a siege ; such as that iu 
which Arminius besieged his father-in-law Segest, with whom 
he was at war. They refer to many places, which, fi'om tho 
whole context, are clearly seen to be towns ; one of the ancient 
geographers even gives a long list of Germanic towns. It is 
not always possible now to determine the precise site of tbcso 
towns, nor to establish in detail the credibility of all such 
accounts ; yet on the whole, the matter is the more remark- 
able, as these accounts are known to have been derived from 
the reports of traders who carried on commerce with the 
interior northern parts of Germany. This is a confirma- 
tion of what many other proofs render probable, that tho 
interior of Germany, unknown as it was to the Romans, may 
have been infinitely more civilized than the frontier tribes, 
whose organization was altogether military. With those 
almost exclusively were the Romans acquainted, and after 
them they drew their picture of the whole nation. 

Hence in the contrasts between Germanic simplicity and' 
Roman corruption, which the ancient writers are so fond of, 
we cannot take every word literally ; we must make allowance 
for rhetorical antitheses and expressions. With modems, on 
the other hand, filled with a preconceived idea of Germanic 
barbarism^ it is not uncommon to portray things in a manner 
absolutely repugnant to the most distinct accounts of tbe 
ancients. Thus painters and sculptors, when they take their 
subjects from the early history of Germany, are in the habit 
of presenting us with half-naked figures enveloped in the 
undressed skins of animals. This is not accordant with the 
descriptions of the ancients. 

The primitive Germans were clad in furs and linen ; it was 
not till later, that they became acquainted with cloth, and 
learned to manufacture it ; cotton fabrics were not at that time 
generally used even by southern nations, and silk was still less 
known. The manufacture of linen was already so widely 
spread and perfected in primitive Germany, that it formed 
a staple article of its trade. The white garment of the 
women, which left the neck and in \great part the ami 
uncovered, was ornamented with a purple stripe. Besides a 
close fitting under-garment covering the whole body, the men 
were attired, not in undressed skins of animals, but in fur 
dresses. This we learn from the circumstance, related by the 
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hisiorians, that among the rich this dress was ornamented with 
narrow strips made from the expensive skins of rare animals 
found in the extreme north. Punters and sculptors, there- 
fore, should not distort the simplicity of this costume, primi- 
tive as it may be, into a caricature of repulsiye rudeness, nor 
represent German princes and heroes, if they must do so at all, 
as the Kamschatcans are portrayed to us in books of travels. 

The barbarous custom, habitual among almost all savage 
nations, of burning or cutting in upon the face or body all 
sorts of strange and terrific figures, and tho finding a certain 
beauty, grace, and dignity in such disfigurement, were ever 
unknown to the Germans. Their simple ornament consisted, 
especially among the women, in giving a fair colour to the 
hair by artificial means, if they had it not from Nature. With 
the men, their arms were the object most prized ; their shields 
were blazoned with various symbols, the houses also were 
painted with the liveliest colours. The helmet, too, when- 
ever any could afford one, was decorated with ornaments, and 
a buck's horn silver-mounted, and converted into a drinking- 
cup, was, as a trophy of the chase, prized higher than if it had. 
been made entirely of silver. 

The ancient historians thought it worth while to preserve 
these slight traits of a remarkable people, and I have here 
endeavoured to collect them into one picture. 



LECTURES II. & III. 

ON THE GERMANS. 

Together with the perfection of the useful arts, there is 
one thing decisive as to the higher or lower degree of culture 
of ancient and simple nations ; namely, their poetry. What 
is not poetry — ^what does it not contain for such races living 
in closer communion with nature ? It contains their history, 
their faith, the sum of their limited knowledge, tUeir whole view 
of this world and the next. It is the joy and soul of their life, 
the universal mind of a whole generation. Hence it is to be 
regarded as a great advance in historical science, that we 
have begun in recent times thoroughly to combine the exami-* 
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nation of poetical monuments, tbose of the older periods espe- 
cially, close to the heroic age, with historical investigations, 
and to consider poetry as one of the sources, whence a know- 
ledge of times and nations is derived. What important aid 
poetry may lend men in ascertaining the degree of civilizatiou 
that existed among a people, is hest illustrated by an ex- 
ample that very readily suggests itself. We are to this very 
day delighted with the lovely simplicity and lofty beauty of 
the Homeric poems. Now should we ask ourselves how, at 
the time these poems were composed, the Greeks stood in com- 
parison with the other nations with whom they chiefly came in 
contact, we shall at once perceive that the Phoenicians, for 
instance, far excelled them, in navigation, in commerce, in the 
useful arts, and generally in the industry of towns ; in all theso 
respects the Greeks were far below the Phoenicians. But should 
we on that account place the Greeks of that epoch, who were 
capable of producing such noble poems, as well as of enjoying 
them, absolutely below the Phoenicians ? Undoubtedly not ! 
What is culture, emphatically, but mind, the mobility, activity, 
and development of mind and of all the mental energies ? The 
useful arts are something admirable, something grand, when 
directed by mind and applied to noble objects ; but in an 
unspiritual employment of all these material arts, it may well 
be doubted whether they serve more to benefit or injure the 
human race. Mind is the thing of first importance, and that 
is best represented to us by the poetry of a people. 

In these descriptions, the Romans are never tired of expa- 
tiating on the poetry of the Germans, on their songs, and on 
the influence of these upon life. Even in battle the war song 
was chanted ; during the whole strife the memory of former 
heroes was celebrated, and everything added that could 
inflame to fresh deeds of heroism. The songs, indeed, havo 
passed away, in which Arminius, misunderstood and rewarded 
with ingratitude in life, was at least glorified after death. 
We may, however, be enabled to form a notion of the nature 
of these Germanic songs, and of their influence upon life, by 
considering what it was, besides the commemoration of heroes 
and their deeds, that constituted the subject-matter of them ; 
representations, namely, of the gods and the mode of wor- 
shipping them. But these are the very things which best 
^hsa^tfijA^ tho mind and condition of a nation. 



GERMAN POETRY AND WORSHIP. iS 

Of tlio religion of tho Germans the Romans tells us reiy 
little, yet that little is remarkable. It was, like the faitn 
and worship of all primitiye i>eople, an adoration of Nature, 
her grand phenomena and manrellous powers. But the reli- 
gious system of the Germans was simpler, more connected 
with an immediate, exalted love of nature, than among the 
southern nations, less adorned with fables than ^mong the 
Greeks, not so oyerladen with ceremonies as among the 
Romans, altogether less sensual than among either. 

Like the ancient Persians, the Germans worshipped above 
all things, the Sun and Fire, but yet, as the supreme divinity, 
Woden, whom they called the Father of AIL The Romans 
compared him to their Mercury, chiefly on account of his 
relation to the same planet ; though, in other respects, the 
office and character of the two divinities were totally different. 
Not merely in their especial worship of fire, as well as water, 
and generally of the primary powers of nature, but also in 
many other details and peculiarities, did the worship of the 
primitive Germans resemble that of the Persians more than 
that of the Greeks and Romans. Both among the Germans 
and the Persians sacred white horses were kept in consecrated 
groves for the service of the gods, and for solemn processions. 
Some German tribes also sacrificed horses ; a custom which 
among all known nations of antiquity was especially men- 
tioned of the Persians alone as a marked peculiarity of their 
worship. Like the Persians, the Germans despised the mode 
customary among other nations, of worshipping the gods in 
enclosed buildings, and of representing them in a great variety 
of images. This cannot be attributed to mere ignorance or 
incapacity. In times when fortresses existed among them, 
they still had no regular temples. The rudest nations, in 
£B,ct, have been able to make uncouth images of their 
divinities ; and if tho Germans possessed nothing of the kind, 
it is a proof, not of their incapacity, but of their repugnance 
to them, or of a different conception of the subject. 

The relationship between the Persian and German lan- 
guages has lx»on already often noticed by the learned ; and a 
similar coincidence is also manifested in their respective con- 
stitutions. VV'o perceive among the Persians the institution 
of the arricre-bai), or levy in mass of all freemen for militJiry 
service, and a kind of feudalism as well as a very clearly 
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marked spirit of cliivalry. Hence agreement between the 
nations in many parts of their worship ought not to sur- 
prise us. 

Besides its greater simplicity, the religion of the primitive 
Germans was pre-eminently distinguished from that of the 
Greeks and Romans by a firmer faith in the immortality of 
the soul. In the popular creed of the Greeks, the idea of 
another Vorld was more a shadow of mournful recollection 
and feeble hope than an expectation of fixed certainty. 
Hence their dread of death, their anxious avoidance of any 
direct reference to it in words. Among the Germans the 
absolute conviction of another life removed all fear. In 
many cases, even, they were by this firm faith prompted to 
self-murder, not like the later Romans, from a false philosophy 
or from a disgust of life, but in oases in which they were 
moved thereto by love of country or of freedom. Thus Ger- 
man women, who, after the German custom, had accom- 
panied the army, would often free themselves by their own 
hand, on the unfortunate issue of a battle, when capture 
appeared certain and no prospect of escape was visible. Thus 
ambassadors of a German tribe, who, by Roman perfidy, had 
been seized and treated as prisoners and hostages, destroyed 
themselves in order to baffle the object of the Romans, and 
that their countrymen might not be forced, out of considera- 
tion for them, into a disadvantageous peace. The Germans,- it 
is true, like all heathen nations, conceived the next world 
under very sensual, and especially, in accordance with the 
national mode of thinking, under very warlike colours. The 
chief happiness of the blessed in the Walhalla consisted in 
martial sports. They revelled by day in the chase, and in 
contests of every kind, but when day declined, all their 
wounds were healed by magic power, the heroes became 
reconciled, and sat down together to the same festal banquet. 
The filling up of such a picture ever belongs to the imagina- 
tion, but the truly important matter is the firm conviction 
of a real futurity, of another existence, more joyous, more 
pure, more lasting, nearer to God, than this short, frail, earthly 
existence. 

Of the Supreme Being, of a righteous and merciful God 
ruling over all destinies and the powers of nature, the heathen 
nations of antiquity had indeed some conception, for the 
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goyernment of the world and tbe conscience of man bear 
witness of him aloud. Bat this was but an isolated yestige 
of the truth, lost in a tissue of errors and &bles. It may be 
maintained that in this respect the Germans were superior to 
other nations, who, instead of the worship of God and a 
religion, had but a worship of nature and a mythology. 
This appears deducible from the following circumstances in 
particular. By the Germanic law, capital punishment was 
awarded in but one case ; in that of treachery to people and 
state — to the commonwealth. But it was not the duke or 
the prince, it was not the assembly of nobles and people who 
fixed and proclaimed the punishment. They deliberated, per- 
haps, and decided on the guilt of the party, but the judg- 
ment itself was pronounced and awarded in the name of the 
diyinity by a priest of the nation, elected by the assembled 
nobles and people. Not prince or king, but Woden himself, 
the father of all, had, so to say, exclusiye capital jurisdiction, 
— the power of life and death. Thus they conceiyed this 
their supreme national god as the ayenger of disloyalty and 
perjury. An idea certainly worthier, and more moral than 
the best that can be deduced from the popular belief of the 
Greeks and Romans as to their Jupiter, eyen when they are 
not speaking of him in mere fables, but with an approxi- 
mation to the higher notion of a father of all things. This 
old Germanic conception of a father of all, as the highest 
supreme judge and ayenger of wrong, had great influence 
upon the so-called ordeals or judgments of God. In cases 
which baffled human sagacity, the matter was referred to 
single combat, or to the trial by fire and water, in the fixed 
idea and belief that God himself would decide on the result for 
right and truth. This was an error and custom, that despite 
the opposition of Christianity, was maintained for many 
centuries, and of which, at least upon the stage, we are eyen 
at the present day some times reminded, although not always 
very happily. 

If we find the faith in nature and the worship of the 
primitive Germans very different from that of the Greeks 
and Romans, we must also yet more carefully guard against 
confounding their views and customs with the wholly difiereut 
institutions of the Celts and Gauls. 

We must always remember, that the lofty and noble fed- 
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ings, with which tho worship of Nature and her great objects 
and mysteries filled the breast of primitive nations, were also 
mingled with strange, and, to a certain extent, with frightful 
errors. Even in the sensual fascinating worship of the 
Greeks, the moral influence of many of their conceptions and 
usages upon real life was very different from the beautiful 
poetic impression they make upon us, for on us the effect 
they produce is a mere play of the imagination. As 
among the Greeks in the earliest times — and we are still 
reminded of this practice by the beautiful poem of the Iphi- 
genia — ^and as among the Romans for a much longer period ; 
so also among the Germans, instances of human sacrifices are 
• to be found, although seldom and only in rare cases. On 
, certain festivals of the goddess Hertha, some youths and 
maidens of surpassing beauty (for it was precisely the most 
beautiful who were to be offered up as victims, and moreover 
voluntary victims to the goddess) were borne in solemn pro- 
cession on the car of the goddess into the sacred grove, to 
the awful lake, and were then seen no more. Shocking festivals 
like these, however, were rare, as they were also among the 
more ancient Greeks. Very different was the case with the 
Gfauls, among whom such victims fell by thousands, and 
whose whole worship seemed a perpetual shedding of blood. 
Whether from the influence of the Phoenician colonies (for 
that p^ple like the Carthaginians were particularly addicted 
to human sacrifices), or whether from the sway of the power- 
ful and ambitious sacerdotal order of the Druids ; or whether 
even from the effect of the fiery and passionate character of 
the nation, or from whatever cause it may have arisen, the su- 
perstition of the primitive Gauls was so bloody, that in the 
whole course of history scarcely one single example of equal 
cruelty can be found, except in Mexico prior to its conquest by 
the Spaniards. The Romans, who were in general so tole- 
rant to all religions, found it difficult even by repeated and 
stringent edicts to suppress the abuse and to extinguish tho 
dangerous order of the Druids. 

An order of Druids never existed among the Germans, nor 
wns there an • hereditary caste of priests. The assumption 
that Druids existed among the Germans is one of the nume- 
rous misunderstandings and errors, which the confounding of 
Celtic with German manners and institutions has given rise to. 
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As the worship of the Oennans was so little overladen with 
ceremonies, such a priesthood was not required. Their mytho- 
logical conceptions and fables of the gods, as well as the 
memory of their heroes, were perpetuated in their songs. But 
the poetic art was freely exercised among them ; they had not 
bards any more than Druids ; bards, that is, a distinct and ex- 
clusive corporation of poets entirely dependent on the priest- 
hood. Amonff the Greeks the minstrehi were independent of 
the priests ; these bards wandered about, reciting their old 
sagas wherever they were wished for or invited. Hence the 
free and beautiful development which poetry took among the 
Greeks. The case was different among the Romans. The 
little they had of poetry, before they learned to imitate the 
Greeks, was solely devoted to purposes of Divine worship. 
This is proved even by the original Latin words for poet and 
poem ; — wites means both poet and prophet ; earmenj a poem 
as well as any formula, whether for adjuration or any other 
sacred purpose. Among the Celtic nations this sacerdotal 
influence existed to a still greater extent, as the bards cannot 
be considered otherwise than as totally dependent on *the 
Druids. Against this view the poems of Ossian may per- 
haps be referred to, in which no such sacerdotal sway, and 
indeed hardly any mythology at all, is perceptible. To this 
we may answer that, undecided as is the dispute, how much 
or how little of these poems be genuine, yet whatever portion 
of them is genuine, dates from times when the whole political 
and sacerdotal constitution of the Celts had perished, when 
Christianity was almost universally received, and only here 
and there upon some highlands a mournful echo of the past 
was still audible. Not thus limited and dependent on Divine 
worship and sacred uses alone, after the manner of the Celts 
and primitive Romans, was the poetic art exercised among 
the Germans ; nor yet after the Grecian manner. Of all the 
heroes of Grecian &ble, it is Achilles alone who touches the 
lyre, and, sitting by the sea-shore, controls his inward wrath 
by his own strains. What Grecian poesy celebrates in this 
chosen favourite was the universal practice of the Germans ; 
the heroes were themselves the poets. Thus even in Chris- 
tian times King Alfred also exercised the art, and, in the 
disguise of a minstrel, went to the Danish camp to re- 
connoitre. Thus the Danish hero, Regner Lodbrog, dying 
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in captiyitj, celebrated his own death in verses ; thus Odin 
was at once king and poet ; thus, to omit many examples 
from northern and Gorman history and tradition, German 
emperors and princes, even in the middle age, did not disdain 
composing poems and ranking themselves among minstrels. So 
was it also in the earliest times, as is from many reasons certain. 
Perhaps on that very account was German poetry less 
developed as an art than the Grecian, wliich was an art from 
the very beginning ; but the influence on life of the strong 
natural feelings expressed in German poetry became thereby 
intenser and more direct. 

German mythology has died away, scarcely a shadow of its 
memory still remains, except perhaps in the English and 
German names for the days of the week ; for these the names 
of some of the German gods, particularly of Woden, of Thor, 
and Th3m, and of the German goddess of love, Freya, have 
been preserved. It would be a mistake, however, to think 
that all action and influence of the old German religion had 
ceased upon the introduction of Christianity. After that 
mythology had ceased to exist as an actual faith and worship, 
it lived on still for centuries in the poetry of tho middle age ; 
yes, even in our times, all that we term romantic in fictions, 
conceptions, and feelings, all that is wholly peculiar to us 
modems and has not been copied from the ancients, flowed 
originally and essentially from this source. 

Hence the absurdity of the wish not obscurely intimated 
by some writers, and springing from a false and mistaken 
patriotism, that the pure knowledge and worship of God — 
that Christianity — had after all been never introduced into 
Germany ; and at their lamenting as a kind of misfortune, 
that the national religion, as they fancy, was thereby sup- 
pressed. This is wholly unfounded. All that was good and 
beautiful, all that was in any sense true, all that was noble and 
attractive in the German religious system, has been preserved 
in our romantic poetry, and as such still lives. Beautiful to 
us considered as mere poetry, is indeed the religious system 
not only of the Germans but of all the nations of antiquity ; 
but yet it betrays little knowledge, I will not say of philo- 
sophy and history, but of the human heart itself, not to per- 
ceive how much that system contains, when received as an 
earnest faith and exerting actual influence, that is utterly 
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erroneous, pernicious, and immoral, and moreover how much 
of inward torture and anxiety it inflicts upon the soul. 

Judge as we may of the social condition of the Germans 
according to our different notions of the savage and the ^ -^ 
civilized state, their constitution deserves our fullest attention^ ^ ^' 
for it is the foundation of all modem history and European 
civilization. Simple, artless, altogether natural as this con* 
etitution was, we shall nevertheless find it bear the stamp not 
only of high moral strength, but even of strong understanding. 
On this point we may well trust the judgment of the Romans^ 
who had so much experience in legislation and constitutions, 
who had reflected so much on those subjects. They were 
acquainted with savage, semi-savage, and civilized nations 
enough in all the three ancient regions of the world to institute 
the comparison. They have hardly bestowed such attentioa 
on the constitution of any people as on that of the Germans^ 
The surprise and astonishment with which they speak of it, go 
often to the length of admiration. The essence of this consti- . 
tution consisted in the combination of the highest individual v 
freedom with the closest corporate union. Each freeman wa» 
altogether free and independent, was in a certain sense his 
own master, took an active part in the direction of the com- 
munity — in the government of the state. He had the right 
of appearing armed at the general ajEeembly, in which subjects 
of state were deliberated and decided on, and wherein out of 
the noble families the count or judge of the province was 
elected ; for at that time this was not yet an hereditary distinc- 
tion, but a personal dignity. They were chosen for times of 
peace, but in those of war a military leader of the state, of the 
armed people, or according to the old appellation, a duke, was 
the chief. He was elected, as Tacitus reminds us, not for his- 
birth, but for his merit. Thus, besides the freemen, there was 
also a nobility. The nobles had precedence and pre-audience 
at the provincial and general assemblies, although the freemen 
also took part in them. Hence we already find here the first 
germ of the two divisions and chambers for the assembled 
powers of the state, and discover this lauded institution to be 
one originally Germanic. Whether in the military service 
any distinction was allotted to the nobility we are not dis- 
tinctly informed. The following circumstance, however, 
renders it probable. The Romans notice as an essential pecu- 
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Uarity of German tactics the custom of mingling and combining 
horsemen and foot-soldiers together; every horseman was 
accompanied by a light-armed foot-soldier, who in battle was 
always at hand, and assisted him in every way. CsBsar, a 
great observer, fonnd in the then prevailing mode of arming 
and fighting this arrangement very advantageous, and intro- 
dnced it into his own army. It was principally to it, as well 
as to his German auxiliaries, that he believed himself indebted 
for victory at the battle of Pharsalia, when the sovereignty 
of the world was fought for. Does not this old Germanic 
custom remind us of that part in the tactics of the middle age, 
in which the heavy-armed knights were accompanied by foot- 
soldiers to servo and assist them ? From the nature of the 
case, it may perhaps be inferred that the warrior on horse- 
back had precedence over his assistant on foot, so that the 
serving on horseback may have been even at that time, as it 
was afterwards, chiefly, if not exclusively, the distinction and 
privilege of the nobles. More in such privileges, and in the 
glory of their race, in the memory of distinguished and cele- 
brated ancestors, than in greater wealth, did their pre- 
eminence consist. 

Princely families, evidently with hereditary rights, are 
mentioned at a very early period among the Germans. The 
supposition that an herecfitary ro3ralty, which at a later period 
was universally introduced, existed even in early times, is 
confirmed by the right of primogeniture being generally pre- 
dominant in the German law of succession. Yet in the 
beginning this may not always have been exclusively the case 
among the kings and princes, but the right of electing one 
out of several members of the royal or princely house may 
have prevailed. The power of the elected dukes also may 
often have set limits to the hereditary privileges of the princes. 
The position of the freemen can best be understood by calling 
to mind the institutions of the Swiss mountain cantons, or 
rather, as their freedom is also compatible with an here- 
ditary nobility and royalty, those of the Swedish Dale- 
carlians, and generally of those countries in which the 
peasantry constitute an order of the state, have the right of 
bearing arms, and of taking part in the deliberations of the 
national diets. This holds good, however, only of the ind^ 
pendent householders and landowners, who have some at 
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least, if not many, day-labourers to aid them in the cultivating 
of their lands. This was precisely the state of things among 
the primitive Germans. The relation of the inhabitants of a 
whole district to a single lord as his vassals or serfs, we must 
not here introduce ; this system was not developed till a much 
later period. We may safely assume also, that among the Ger- 
mans the lot of this third and last class of men was infinitely 
milder than that of the slaves amon^ the Greeks and Romans* 
The warlike frontier nations on this side the Rhine supplied 
themselves with agricultural labourers chiefly by prisoners 
of war. 

Thus nobility and freedom were the foundation of the primi- 
tive Germanic constitution, — an order of nobles and an order 
of freemen, under elected dukes or hereditary princes ; these 
embrace the whole extent of the German state. But what a 
nobility and what a freedom, compared with the despotic, op- 
pressive, avaricious nobility of Sparta or ancient Rome, and 
with the tumultuous freedom of the petty Grecian states! 
A nobility based upon a precedency not harsh, and on universal 
freedom, a freedom founded upon honour, virtue, and loyalty ! 
In no nation do we find the nobility, that first of all orders, 
that foundation of every institution of estates, that first and 
most essential and natural element of the true estate, charac- 
terized by such grand and striking qualities, and placed in 
such perfect relations with the other classes, as among the Ger- 
mans. For this reason is their primitive history so instructive. 
How the clergy were afterwards added as a second estate, 
and then how the third became developed ; and how, finally, 
in modem times, various divisions and artificial relations 
have arisen, — all this is unfolded in the course of history. 
In this respect, it may be said, that German history, from the 
oldest to the most modem times, is a natural and most in- 
structive theory of the true state ; that is, of the constitution 
of the three estates. Instead of an imaginary state of nature, 
we find in the mixed constitution of the Germans, a polity 
really based upon nature ; for altogether simple and natural 
were their institutions of state and legislation. Every free- 
man had the right of self-protection against others, nay, if a 
quarrel terminated in the death of one of the parties, ven- 
geance was not only the right, but even the duty, of the 
nearest male heir or armed relative. The state, and in its 
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name, the coarfc, ooly interfered as umpire as it were, between 
the contending parties, to prevent further misfortune, and to 
restore concord by means of a compensatory fine, or some 
other expiation as law, custom, or tradition might direct. 
From this primitive right of sdif-defence sprang the many 
petty feuds of the middle age, and hence the castom -of duel- 
ling, unknown to the ancients, has been perpetuated even to 
our own times in most European countries. 

This freedom of individuals, it must be admitted, became 
often injurious to the peace and unity of the nation. Whilst 
we readily acknowledge, however, the existence of those 
abuses, which the legislature has been unable in the course of 
centuries to root out, or even to mitigate, yet must we not 
forget that the development of the high sentiments of honour, 
under the control of law, is one of the noblest and most 
essential characteristics of modem European civilization. It 
is precisely the most difficult problem in statesmanship, to 
combine order and unity of strength in the state, with the 
greatest possible amount of individual freedom. 

We must not think, however, that by reason of this 
individual freedom, in respect to each other, tM was in a 
state of lawless anarchy. In one case the laws were very 
stringent; namely, in whatever related to the state and 
to the general confederacy. Here the principle '' each for 
all, and all for each," was carried out even to life and 
death. Any disloyalty or breach of duty to the state, was 
punished with death, and so was cowardice. Whoever lost 
his shield was outlawed, put out of the pale of honour and 
law. National and state unity sprang out of a league a ctually 
c ontra cted, and not supposititious only. Each people con- 
stituted a confederation, as we would now term it. It 
happened in those olden times, precisely as in Switzerland in 
modem times, where the people entered into a free associ- 
ation for mutual defence and protection, and by that very 
league first became a nation. The Romans call us a 
multitude of separate' German tribes; by such are often 
meant only the inhabitants of a particular district, of one 
or more provinces. The names of the more remote tribes 
in the interior, learned only by hearsay, are not a little cor- 
mpted, and, save national names, were given merely from 
misunderstanding and from ignorance of the language. When- 
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erer the Romans, however, speak from personal observation, 
and with more accurate knowledge, and especially when they 
describe the more considerable Germanic nations in their own 
. neighbourhood on the Rhenish frontier ; then, it is easy to 
perceive that by these so-called nations leagues and con- 
federacies are to be understood. Thus the Snabian confederacy 
was very powerful, and at first formidable to the Romans, 
and not less so the league of the Hessians. Both remain to 
this day ; for the most part too in the very same seats, as 
distinct German races,-— distinguishable by many character- 
istics from the others. The league of the Cherusci in northern 
Germany was rendered remarkable by their prince and duke 
Arminius (Herrmann). Even the name of Germans is derived 
from this system, for the Romans extended the name from 
the tribe among whom they first heard it, to several others, and 
ultimately to all. In modem times historians have applied 
to these primitive leagues, and this Germanic custom of con- 
federation, the word *' heermannia," in reference to the appel- 
lation ^' Germani." It would be more fit and accurate, how- 
ever, to render in our present language the word German by 
'^ Wehrmann." Our ^' wehr " signifying defence and arms, is 
originally the same word as the English ^' war," from which 
the French and Italian '^guerre" and ^^guerra" are only 
distinguished by a different mode of pronunciation; it is 
indisputably the root from which ^* German " is derived. 
Thus the word Germans signifies the Wehr-men, that is to 
say, not only warriors, but allies for mutual defence and pro- 
jection, — ^a confederate community. The only thing wanting 
in these national leagues, was that all the peoples of Ger- 
many were not united, not one great confederacy. This 
could not be accomplished at once ; for the Germans indeed, 
like all other European nations, were originally split into a 
great number of petty tribes and states. The necessities in^ 
curred in their more extensive military enterprises, and more 
especially in their arduous struggle with the Romans, led to 
a more comprehensive national combination. 

The gradual union of the different German nations, the 
realization at last of a grand German national unity, its 
maintenance for a thousand years, and its restoration more 
than once after temporary disruptions ; — this it is that con- 
stitutes our modern history. 

D 



n 



4 LECTURES ON MODERN HISTORY. 




\ 
I 
1 



Besides these national confederacies, the real essence and 
foundation of the state, another species of association existed 
among the Germans, which was freer, and more adapted to 
individuals. This was that singular brotherhood in arms, 
the enthusiastic fidelity in which the Bomans describe with 
admiration and no little astonishment. Out of friendship, 
warriors would pledge themselves to live and die together — 
to share victory or death. 

Men eager tor Same would connect themselves in particular 
with powerful and princely heroes, as their free associates 
and honourable attendants. Their fidelity was so great, that 
scarcely an instance was known of a retinue of vassals sur- 
viving the death of their brother in arms or their chief. From 
this military friendship and association proceeded the whole 
feudal constitution. The princely chief was bound to promote 
the welfare of his followers ; and hence the German conquerors 
divided and distributed whole countries among their attend- 
ants, on condition of the same fidelity and honourable ser- 
vice. The love of warlike enterprise was thereby not a little 
€xcited; and hence by nothing more than this institution 
was the spirit of chivalry itself developed ; for in these cases 
war was not the result of any decree of the assembled nobles 
and people. Even when the confederate state was at peace, 
if the chief had the courage and inclination to undertake 
some petty military enterprise^ he could fearlessly begin and 
carry on the adventure. The feudal constitution in its de- 
generacy was attended by many and great abuses ; but we 
must not on that account overlook its first and noble origin, 
any more than the great and glorious efiects which the spirit 
of chivalry produced. Efiects which are not yet altogether 
«ffaced, and which we cannot well wish ever wholly to dis- 
appear. 

Together with this enthusiastic brotherhood in arms, no- 
thing seems to have excited the attention and astonishment 
of the Romans more than the relations of the female sex 
among the Germans; the high consideration which their 
women enjoyed, the honour and the liberty in which they 
lived. In this respect also we find among the primitive 
Germans the first origin of what so favourably distinguishes 
the manners and civilization of the moderns ; — the spiritual 
love, the freer and more polished intercourse, the higher 
refinement of the female sex. 
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Some influence upon these peculiar relations of the female 
sex among the Germans may be ascribed to climate. That 
tho German climate had no injurious effect upon health, 
nor even upon beauty of form, we may easily infer from the 
descriptions of the Romans. Moreover, physical develop- 
ment, especially that of the women, was not so early in 
these colder latitudes, as in warmer countries. The late 
marriages of the Germans excited the particular attention of 
the Romans. Tacitus says, they believed this custom to be 
necessary to maintain the vigour of the race. Certain it is 
that this custom must have essentially contributed towards 
the high consideration, towards the freer position of the femalo 
sex. Where bodily maturity, as in many southern countries 
of Asia, is so early, that marriages even border upon child- 
hood ; — where women become mothers even at the tenderest 
age ; there the choice for life can be no free choice ; there, 
even if the laws do allow polygamy, great, almost insuperable 
obstacles exist to the full development of the faculties of the 
soul iu the female, and to the dignity which she is entitled 
to by nature. 

The wife, it is true, received no dowry among the Ger- 
mans ; on the contrary, the suitor, as among most nations of 
antiquity, had to present a gift to the father, ransom-money, 
as it were. But we must not thence conclude that the father 
sold his daughter as his property. There was a great 
and essential distinction between the Asiatic and the German 
custom. In Asia it is the rule that the husband shall not 
see the bride until the marriage be actually concluded ; • 
in Germany, on the contrary, it was the custom that the 
suitor and his beloved should be acquainted with one another, 
and that a long friendly intercourse should precede their 
union. The alliance was contracted by free choice ; and it 
was chiefly this free choice, and not the simplicity of manners 
alone, that made the marriages of the Germans in their 
strictness and happy concord appear to the Romans some- 
thing so totally different from anything they had been accus- 
tomed to among themselves. 

If abductions were frequent among the Germans even iu 
early times, — if Arminius himself carried off his Thus- 
nclda, still we must not assume that violence was thereby 
offered to her inclinations ; the father alone was his enemy, 
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and 80 remained. In the state of things we have described, 
it may have often happened that the views of the father were 
opposed to the lovers and their choice, and that he would 
not ratify the contract which free inclination had concluded. 
The wedding-gift the wife received is also worthy of notice ; 
a portion of it consisted of a war-horse, a shield, and some 
weapon. I do not conceive that this custom was universal ; 
in all probability it prevailed chiefly among the noble fami- 
lies, and the present may not have been meant merely as a 
symbol, but for actual use. For the women accompanied the 
army in war, and took charge of the wounded ; they fre- 
quently restored a losing fight ; and if the result was disasr 
trous, often by a voluntary death gave the astonished Romans 
an unparalleled example of lofty courage. 

Thus among this people woman had her part in every great 
and honourable enterprise, even in those which man regarded 
as his highest distinction, the pride and the joy of his life. 

4e * * « * * 

To place a rapid sketch of history before our eyes, it is 
necessary to touch anew upon facts that have been long 
known. The only thing that in this embarrassment inspires 
the historian with some degree of confidence is, that the 
glorious recollections of the past, the great subjects of history 
carry in themselves a perennial charm ; that they remain in 
a certain sense ever new ; and appear in a brighter light to 
us the more our ovm lives expand. As the past alone teaches 
us to gaze with a tranquil eye upon the present ; so an 
eventful present throws light in various ways upon the 
darkness of the past. How many a page of history, other- 
wise unintelligible, has, since the occurrences of recent years, 
received a totally new light ! It is a common idea, that the 
^ migration of the northern nations was a deluge, as it were, of 
countless hosts of barbarians, and that, from the eastern fron- 
tiers of China down to the western coasts of Spain, a universal 
restless frenzy, an involuntary impulse, had suddenly seized 
on all savage tribes and swept, driven, and precipitated them 
along, till the old civilization was totally destroyed, and the 
barbarism of the middle age introduced. In reality, and 
viewed in their historical connection, however, these events 
present a very different aspect. At first, the Germans and 
Itomans only really took part in them. The Huns, the only 
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people, not Germanic and coming immediately from Asia^ 
who exercised any influence over this migration, were so 
little numerous, and their influence was so insignificant, that 
the development of what had been long ripe for develop- 
ment, would upon the whole have occurred, even without this 
people, exactly as it did. 

Scarcely any other great historical event was so slowly 
prepared, and brought about — aye even for centuries, so 
gradually and step by step, — ^as the migration of the northern . 
nations ; that is to say, the armed occupation of the provinces 
of the Roman empire by the Germans, and their final con- 
quest of the four principal regions of western Europe : Italy, 
France, Spain, and England. There were two great but sim- 
ple causes for this event It had become a necessity to the 
Germans, in their northern seats amidst a growing population, 
to send out colonies in order to rid themselves of their surplus 
numbers. In whatever direction they sought out new abodes, . 
whether in the west, the south, or the south-east, they came 
in contact with the wide-spread Roman empire. Hence their 
many great and oft-renewed wars with the Romans, which 
from the first appearance of the Teutonos and Cimbri, some- 
what more than a hundred years before the birth of Christ, 
until the conquest of Rome by Alaric, king of the Goths, 
lasted full five hundred years. Even those first northern 
strangers, that struck so much terror into Rome, merely 
sought new dwelling-places. Not destructive conquest, not 
a predatory expedition, but colonization, was their object, 
by fair means, or, if this were unavuling, by recurrence to 
force. Land, in return for military service, according to the 
universal Germanic custom, this it was which they demanded 
on peaceable conditions. A province was to be ceded to them, 
and in return, as faithful auxiliaries, they would place the 
general levy of their force at disposal for military service. 
They came, it is true, as armed military settlers ; but even then 
always peaceably negotiating at first, as did all who, for five 
centuries, down to the time of Alaric, followed them from 
the north to the frontiers of the Roman empire. At a later 
period the Teutones and the Cimbri would easily have 
obtained their object ; and many an emperor would have 
accounted himself fortunate, by the cession of a province, to 
^n so noble a reinforcement for his army. A few centuries 
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before the Cimbrian war, when southern and western Europe 
was still broken up into a number of potty states, it would 
have been even easy for these nations to acquire new seats in 
some quarter or another, by fair means or by force. But 
now, as they had to encounter all-powerful Rome in her 
fullest strength and bloom, their valour was forced to 3rield 
after a few fruitless victories to superior military art; — ^they 
were destroyed. 

According to the universal tradition, which in this case 
history fully confirms, the same cause which had brought the 
Oimbri and Teutones into conflict with the Romans, — namely, 
a population in the north outgrowing the productions of the 
soil, — ^led the Swiss also and the Suabians to their preseut 
seats. To what this increasing population in the north and the 
consequent necessity for emigration were attributable, we can- 
not state with precision or in detail ; but in the fact itself there 
is nothing improbable. If central and southern Germany 
was at that time, by reason of its extensive forests, much 
more rugged than at present ; if then agriculture was thereby 
infinitely more restricted in those regions than it now is ; if it 
was even made a matter subordinate to the chase ; yet, as 
has been already observed, this remark by no means applies 
to northern Germany, or to those parts more contiguous to 
the coast. In these northernmost seats of the Germans, agri- 
culture was widely extended; the population might bo 
numerous, and relatively too numerous. At the present day 
we can observe, perhaps in Switzerland and Suabia only, 
how with a healthy and prolific race, and with a soil of 
scanty production, the necessity of relieving themselves of a 
part of their superfluous population is evinced in emigrations 
or other enterprises. In Sweden, Denmark, and northern 
Germany this custom does not seem now to be prevalent; 
but how much have not the tillage of the land, the food, tho 
mode of living, and, with these even the race, been altered ! 
The second great cause of the migrations was the ever-in- 
creasing feebleness and degeneracy of the constitution of 
the Roman empire, which at last depopulated the provinces, 
and thus facilitated the irruptions and the settlements of tho 
armed colonists from the north, and favoured their enterprises 
in every way. 

I shall now resume the thread of the historical narrative, 
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but shall touch upon those events, those characters only, 
-which constitute an epoch ; for in them it is that tbe spirit 
of the time is revealed. It is not my desire or my ohject to 
go over once more the whole series and succession of events, 
but rather to suggest new reflections upon well-known facts. 

The Romans came for the second time in contact with the 
Germans during CsBsar's sanguinary conquest of Gaul, which 
paved the way to his sovereignty and became its foundation. 
The Suabian king, Ariovistns, one on whom the Romans, after 
their manner, had long before conferred the very significant, 
always important, and often dangerous title, of friend of the 
Roman people, had acquired a settlement in that country by 
a treaty with one of the Gallic nations. CsBsar waged war 
against him, forced him to withdraw, and made incursions 
into Germany, which he was the first to describe as an eye- 
witness. But not upon the better equipment of his army, 
nor upon his superiority in the art of war, did he alone rely. 
Against some of the German tribes he carried on war in a 
manner at once so faithless and so cruel, that when he 
demanded a thanksgiving in the senate for the victories he 
had obtained, his demand was rejected, and his enemies, 
Cato in particular, declared that for the honour of the Roman 
name he should be delivered up to those tribes. 

Very different was the manner in which the Romans 
treated the subjugated nations. The Greeks they treated 
mildly (setting aside individual acts of violence), as well as 
all GrsBco- Asiatic nations, and deluded them in every way 
with phantoms of freedom and a mock continuation of their 
old national existence. Against the western and northern 
nations in Spain and France they waged a war of extermina- 
tion. HiEftory can scarcely name a more sanguinary war than 
that in which Csesar achieved the final conquest of Graul. 

To replace the void thus caused, the colonies were chiefly 
directed thitherward. Historians for the most part, accord- 
ing to their respective opinions and judgments, speak only of 
battles, and of the concerns of rulers, of their virtues and 
their faults. The still workings of plastic mind and toil are 
passed over in silence, till at last, after centuries perhaps, the 
great result of this latent activity bursts suddenly upon our 
astonished eyes. How instructive would it not be, if we had 
a detailed account of the process whereby France and Spai% 
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by means of colonies and under the inflaence of the ruling coun- 
try, became in a short space of time so thoroughly romanized, 
as their very languages prove them to have been. The manner 
in which Mexico and Peru, likewise, after a sanguinary and 
almost exterminating war against the original inhabitants, 
were converted, by means of constant emigrations, into a 
real New Spain, Spanish in language, customs, and race, 
is the only event in modem times comparable with this revo- 
lution. The perpetual civil wars of the Romans, — the pro- 
scriptions under the emperors, — ^may have contributed to 
drive many from Italy, who would prefer the tranquillity 
of the provinces, and the securer profits of agriculture and 
of commerce in the smaller towns, to the perilous tumults of 
the metropolis. These would naturally settle in the newly 
romanized countries. 

As regarded the Germans, the Romans wavered between 
their two different modes of warfare. At first, they may 
have entertained the hope and the intention of subjugating 
the Germans, like the Gauls, perhaps, even of exterminating 
them, or at least of rooting out their constitution, their 
customs, and their language ; in a word, all that made them 
German. But soon, perhaps under Augustus, and quite 
certainly under Tiberius, it became recognised as a funda- 
mental maxim of Roman policy not to provoke the Germans 
to hostilities, but to keep up and foment discord among them, 
to organize a party in the country favourable to themselves, 
to gain over and corrupt individual chiefs, by conferring on 
them honours and dignities, by invitations to the metropolis, 
and by the seductiveness of its pleasures. 

Arminius appears the greatest and most important character 
in this whole Germanic period ; perhaps because, thanks to 
the master-hand of the great Roman, who could not refuse 
him his admiration, we know him better and more fully than 
any other hero of the time, but also because in him the inmost 
spirit and the highest tendencies of the age are the most clearly 
evinced. How arduous was that contest for freedom wherein 
the Germans were engaged against Rome ! What obstacles the 
hero of his country had to encounter among his own people ! 
What constancy and devotedness, in fine, he possessed, and must 
have possessed, to enable him, not indeed to obtain decisive suc- 
cess by brilliant victories and conquests, but at least to erect a 
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bulwark of freedom for the future, and to prepare happier 
times by sowing the seeds of great efforts and recollections in 
the minds of his people ! 

The whole strength of the vast empire, which had been 
first consolidated by Augustus, was principally directed by 
him against the Germans. In the sonth he succeeded in 
establishing the frontier on the Danube, and thereby brought 
several Germanic and semi-Germanic tribes under Roman 
sway. Less fortunate were his attempts in the north. The 
country, it is true, between the Rhine and the Elbe was under 
Roman dominion for a few years ; but when Yams, contranr to 
all the dictates of prudence, sought prematurely to introauce 
Roman laws and oppression, his celebrated aefeat ensued. 
Here on Arminius's side the perfect and deeply meditated 
preparation of the great enterprise, as well as in the decisiye 
moment its rapid and complete execution, are more to be 
admired than the victory itself. 

The house of Arminius had been favoured by Augustus, he 
had himself served in the Roman armies as chief of tho 
Cherusci. He was familiar with the military art of the 
Romans, their language and civilization, but he remiuned 
unalterably devoted to his fatherland. No vulgar impulse, 
but the clear conviction alone of what was salutary for 
Germany and needful for her safety, inflamed his luitred 
against Rome. He proved himself a great general, especially 
in the war against Germanicus, a foe worthy of him. The latter 
indeed penetrated into the heart of Germany with a greatly 
superior force, and boasted or even believed that he had 
gained several victories ; but Arminius ever reappeared ready 
for battle, and the pretended victories of the Romans termi- 
nated in a retreat, in which they were ceaselessly harassed, 
nay even pursued, by the enemy. Their great historian con- 
fesses the magnitude of their loss, and the fact that if Ar- 
minius was defeated in battles, he never was so in war. 

On this side Germany remained free ; the struggle, however, 
had been most severe ; a portion of the country was desolated. 
Arminius had perceived what was really wanting to obtain 
security against Roman conquest, — ^viz., a general union and 
close co-operation of the different German nations. Hence 
arose the war against Marbod, a king of southern Ger- 
many, who at peace with the Romans, had remained neutral 
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during tbe war for the freedom of his country. The gbyernment 
of Marbod, copied from the lloman model, was detested, 
he was forced to flee, and eighteen years afterwards died inglo- 
riously at Ravenna, a dependant on Roman bounty. If Ar- 
minius afterwards was accused of aiming at the universal sove- 
reignty, if he fell through the hatred of his own kindred, and 
the envy of the other princes, we may well presume from the 
whole tenour and spirit of his life, that he sought not for him- 
self more than was his due, but rather that he only wished to 
bring about a fuller union and consolidation of the German 
nation. He had learned, indeed, from experience wherein its 
weakness lay, and on this very subject his great views were 
probably misunderstood. 

ArminiuB was not one of those heroes, who, intoxicated with 
happiness and fame, follow only their own unbounded im- 
pulses and the rapid stream of their fortune. He was rather 
one of those who, recognising in some great object of public 
welfare their mission and their highest duty, and gloriously 
striving against the current of corrupt and perilous times, 
and against superior force, make a sacrifice of their whole lives 
in ceaseless exertion and self-devotion. Both his own and 
his wife's brother lived estranged from their fatherland among 
the Romans. The former, Flavius, whose German name has 
not been preserved, even bore arms against him. Siegmund, 
Thusnelda's brother, was raised to the dignity of the Roman 
priesthood in the colony of the Ubii. Wavering in his senti- 
ments between the lustre of Rome and the voice of his 
fatherland, he cast off in shame the treacherous ensigns of alien 
honours, when Arminius liberated Germany, yet subsequently 
attached himself to Segest, who was on the Roman side. Segest, 
the father of his wife, was the implacable foe to the liberator 
of his country. Even his uncle, who had fought so long by 
his side, ultimately deserted him, out of envy at the prece- 
dence, which the youthful hero necessarily acquired by the 
glory of his military deeds, and as the elected chief of his 
nation. He was forced to see his Thusnelda led away captive, 
and gracing the triumph of the arrogant Roman. At last, 
bitterest of all, he received for his reward the decided universal 
ingratitude of his own people ! One of the German princes 
even sent an embassy to the emperor Tiberius to demand 
poison, at that time unknown in Germany, in order secretly to 
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rid them of tlie liberator of their conntiy, as they were unablo 
to effect this object by open* warfare. Even Tiberius replied 
to the demand, to which a German prince had thus degraded 
himself, in a manner worthy of Rome's ancient dignity 

It was not till after his death, that the deeds of Arminius, 
by their vast immeasurable consequences, were crowned with 
their noblest success. With reason did the German nations, 
when in death envy was extinguished, celebrate the fame of 
the hero in wide-sung lays ; and not without cause have all our 
modem national historians and poets ever pointed back to 
Arminius. As the preserver, the true founder and second 
patriarch of the German nation, he is to be also regarded as 
the commencement and founder of all modem history, of the 
free institutions and civilization of Europe. Without him, 
without his deeds and constancy, all this would not have been, 
and we may thus say that the brief, toilsome, heroic life of 
Arminius, filled with strife and sorrow, has produced greater 
consequences, a deeper and certainly more permanent infiuence^ 
upon the history of the world, than Alexander's brilliant con- 
quest and CsBsar's bloody victories. 

The earliest of our national poets has offered a beautiful 
tribute to our hero in a series of dramatic pictures. It is a 
pleasing poem not only from its national sentiments and the 
loftiness and dignity which characterize it in common with all 
other of Klopstock's works, but from its many great and touch- 
ing individual traits. It has one singular peculiarity however, 
that a poem in celebration of the earliest of all German heroes, is 
written more in the spirit, and in the artificial, terse, sharp, 
sententious style of a Seneca or generally of a Roman, than 
with the artless joy and love that would bring back the Ger- 
mans of Arminius and the simplicity of his times before us. 

After Arminius the great Batavian insurrection under Civilis 
occupies the most important place in the Roman histories. 
The issue of this remarkable national war, the real soul of 
which was the enthusiastic prophetess Yelleda, is not com- 
pletely known. Certain it is that the Batavian people, 
although under Roman dominion, preserved the independence 
and individuality of their manners and language : they re- 
inaincd Germans. That this was likewise the case among 
the tribes south of the Danube, in RhsBtia, in Yindelicia, 
Noricum, and Pannonia, is in some districts at least certain. 
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in others probable. The Grennans remained on the whole un- 
conquered, inasmuch as learning much from the Romans, they 
yet remained true and constant to their national manners and 
language, and, where they were able, to their old constitution. 
In individual battles they were often overcome by the superior 
military skill of the Romans. Many emperors even pene- 
trated deep into the heart of Germany, and of these Trajan, 
mnder whom the country between the Maine and the Danube 
became Roman, maintained himself there the longest. This 
was perhaps the most dangerous moment for German freedom. 
Caligula, Domitian, in order to give the spectacle of a Ger- 
manic triumph, had prisoners of other nations dressed in the 
German garb, caused them to let their hair grow, and even 
to dye it red, because the vulgar Roman could not conceive 
the Germans to be otherwise than red-haired. Trajan re- 
quired none of these childish arts, he desired to celebrate a 
Germanic triumph in earnest. Important in relation to Ger- 
many was also Trajan's great conquest in the north-east. He 
reduced all Dada to the condition of a province, and sought 
to secure it by a numerous colony. Of the intermixture of the 
Roman soldiers and settlers with the original inhabitants, the 
Wallachian nation, who call themselves Romans, are a still 
living memorial. It seems as if Trajan had foreseen, from 
what point the Germans would make their most formidable 
attacks, from what point destruction would fall upon the 
Roman empire. 

The most important and decisive of the subsequent Ger- 
manic wars was that carried on under Marcus Aurelius 
against the so-called Marcomauni, along the whole southern 
frontier of the Danube. In this war the Germans penetrated 
to Aquileia; and when peace was at last concluded, the 
Quadi, inhabitants of the present Austria, were able to restore 
fifty thousand prisoners to the Romans. The preponderance of 
the Germans was now decided, and the fall of the Roman 
empire easy to be foreseen. Even Caesar had achieved vic- 
tories by the aid of Germans ; Augustus formed his body- 
guard out of them, and all succeeding emperors sought more 
and more to enlist Germans in their armies. 

Under every government from the time of Marcus Aurelius, 
their influence in the army and the state becomes even more 
perceptible, as well as at every conclusion of a new peace the 
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dependence of the Romans. We more freqnentlj find Ger- 
man names amone the pretenders to the empire, who started 
up in indiyidual provinces, or among the highest func- 
tionaries appointed hj the emperors. Even before 'the time of 
Constantino, numerons German colonies on many different 
points were admitted into the Roman empire ; the need of 
some great change was felt more and more ; and the German 
partj (for that is the appellation really applicable to the 
state of things) grew palpably stronger; till at last whole 
provinces, whole classes of the empire, the highest state-func- 
tionaries, and often the emperors themselyes, called upon, 
challenged, the Germans now to consummate what had been 
so long prepared. 

The fall of Rome was not occasioned by her many bad 
emperors ; it was of itself ineyitable. The Roman empire had 
from its yery origin neither a constitution, nor any firm founda- 
tion in the minds of men. I say no constitution ; although in 
old republican Rome the powers of the statewere divided among 
patricians, people, and knights, consuls, senate, and tribunes, 
in such a manner, that if re-established by a powerful ann, 
and yiyified anew, a real and fitting constitution might have 
been organized for the city, and undoubtedly also for the 
limited confines of a single country, such as Italy. But how 
was it possible to adapt the obsolete forms of a city, that had 
grown to be mistress of the world, to a vast empire, consist- 
ing of many difierent nations and countries ? The privileges y .^ 
of a Roman citizen were indeed soon extended to individuals /^ \^ \ 
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among the subject natibns ; but if here the son of a German 
prince was raised to the dignity of a Roman knight, there a 
Syrian or Egyptian admitted to the privileges of Roman 
citizenship ; surely this could establish no true unity among 
snch heterogeneous parts. It was but a feeble copy of the 
outward form, when many of the chief provincial cities were, 
organized on the model of Rome, and were adorned with a 
capitol, theatre, and naumachia. Indeed, the ancient senate 
in the metropolis itself was nothing more than a powerless 
shadow of 'extinct though great recollections. Fruitless also 
was the extension of the right of Roman citizenship to all 
Italy, and ultimately to the whole empire ; for neither was a 
genuine order of citizens, nor a common nobility thereby 
produced, which as a visible and active portion of the national 
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powers, might have been a pillar and bond to the throne, and 
a living instrument in the hands of the emperor. All re- 
mained abandoned to the uncontrolled will of one, ideutillod 
with the will of the people ; or even in worse cases, subject 
to the caprices of an army, by whom the despot was in turn 
governed, and which at last remained the sole real power in 
the state. Thus Rome, equally anarchical when a monarchy 
as when a republic, could not attain to a constitution. 

The want of a firm foundation for the state was chiefly 
evinced in the moral corruption aud in the religion of tho 
nation, or rather in the absence of the latter. Even in the 
later tiroes of the republic, with the spread of luxury and 
the sudden change of manners, there was manifested, aa 
usually happens in such cases, a general spirit of unbelief, of 
religious indifference, and of contempt for ancient customs. 
To this evil the introduction of the Greek philosophy had 
much contributed. It was chiefly the system of Epicurus, 
however, avowing indeed a refined sensuality and polished 
selfishness, but at bottom undermining all belief in God and 
in morality, — that at first met with general approbation and 
countless adherents. The emperor Augustus, it is true, felt 
the evil and its source ; all his state-policy and energy were 
directed to the restoring of the ancient laws and customs, and 
to the maintenance of the popular creed. This last effort, how- 
ever, was too late ; the cause of the impossibility of its success 
lay in the very nature of this creed. Any creed, based 
upon the recognition of one God, however weakened it may 
be by the corruption of morals and education, disunion and 
oven universal indifference, may yet bo restored, as soon as a 
powerful hand is found, whose mission it is ; for a fixed point 
is contained in it to which one can always return, — a sub- 
stantial and secure foundation remains after everything tran- 
sitory is removed. The idolatry of the Greeks and Rouiaiid 
was in itself unconnected, without unity or fixed basis, too 
manifestly fabulous, and too much the work of mere imagina- 
tion to render its revival possible, when once the feeling of 
this weakness had become geneitd. Augustus sought to 
ofiect the closest and strictest union of divine worship with 
the state ; but when a Nero was clothed with the highest 
priestly dignity, when a Divus Tiberius, or a Divus Caligula 
received divine honours after death ; surely it was not pos- 
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sible to restore to the gods their ancient dignity, or to ineii 
their ancient virtue and lost faith. Could any man have re- 
stored the old Roman energy and seyere greatness, it had 
been Trajan ; but as he failed, we must conclude that the 
attempt was altogether too late. His deep-thinking successor, 
Hadrian, seems to have attributed the evil chiefly to the 
want of spiritual unity, to the difierence in the modes of 
thinking and intellectual culture of the various nations com- 
posing the Roman empire. From this period the Grecian 
mind began to resume its natural supremacy in literature and 
science. Hadrian's leading idea may have been to fuse 
together the learning and taste of all the most civilized na- 
tions of the empire, not even excluding the Egyptian, and 
thereby to reanimate and invigorate anew the decaying 
spirit of the Roman world. But this too could only be a 
passing attempt. The Anton ines had recourse to other means 
of safety; the Stoic philosophy was now to uphold the 
popular faith, incurable as was its decay, or to replace it ; it 
was favoured in every manner ; its propagation and incidca- 
tion became an affair of state. And doubtless it gave many 
great men to the state and to mankind'; but, not to reckon 
other defects, a science so difficult to be understood, could 
never be suitable to all men, could never become a popular 
creed. 

This defect was supplied by Christianity. In its sublime 
philosophy and system of morals, many men, familiar with 
the whole intellectual culture of the Greeks and Romans, 
found a contentment, which neither Plato nor the Stoa had 
afforded them ; but this contentment was no exclusive privi- 
lege of a few philosophers, inaccessible to the great bulk of 
mankind. Christianity was philosophy, but yet was at the 
same time accessible to all, and had equal effect upon all 
classes, as it did not act upon one, but upon all the faculties 
of the soul. Hence, in despite of the most strenuous oppo- 
sition, Christianity displaced more and more the old fantastic 
polytheism, which gradually retreated and disappeared before 
it. The Roman State, however, Christianity was unable to 
save, even when it had become predominant and universal. 
It may surprise us, that the doctrines which undeniably gave 
so many individuals strength for the greatest sacrifices, or for 
the still more arduous fulfilment of the most rigid laws, should 
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have effected nothing for the state. The reason is, that 
even under the Christian emperors, religion, except as to 
some parts and provisions of private law, had no influence 
whatever on the political institutions and on the constitution, 
or rather non-constitution of the state. Ever3rthing in this 
respect remained as it was. It would have required, more- 
over, great energy, and a profound mind, to create a new 
constitution adapted to the purer ideas of God and to man — 
a constitution for which the most necessary conditions were 
wanting. Even the expedient that most readily suggested 
itself,^ — namely, hy the mediation and influence of the clergy 
to act upon the people, and to bring public opinion into 
harmony with the views of the sovereign, was, at least in 
the Western empire, totally neglected. That in the Greek 
empire a certain degree at least of union existed between the 
state and the clergy was, together with its superior geogra- 
phical position in respect of the German nations, one of the 
principal causes, that its existence, then a feeble one, was so 
infinitely longer protracted. 

The Goths were the first who acquired settlements in the 
Roman empire, on the north-east, precisely at the point 
where Trajan's conquests and great colonies seemed destined 
to protect the frontier. The immigration of the Germanic 
nations into the Western empire occurred chiefly in two 
directions, and from two different points. The first immi- 
gration was that of the Goths, and the kindred tribes, who, 
from the east, overran the southern countries of the empire, 
Italy, southern Gaul, Spain, and the African coasts. The 
Y^ I second was from the north-west of Germany, whence the 
Franks and Saxons invaded and conquered northern Graul 
and the southern parts of Britain. We shall first touch 
briefly upon the Gothic conquests and kingdoms, then upon 
the Frankish. 

That the Goths, a great primitive Germanic people, came 
from Sweden, in which some provinces still bear their name, 
belongs by no means to the number of undoubted historic 
truths. It is certain that they penetrated from the north- 
eastern seats of the Germans, from the coasts of the Baltic 
. Sea, into the southern seats, in which we afterwards find them. 
The motive of their migration may have been like that of 
all the earlier ones, — the necessities of a growing population. 
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Tbat these Ticiorious settlers did not take a direction more to 
tbe west, nor due south towards Gfaul or Italy, but to thn 
Foutli-east, is accounted for by the strong deduces of the 
Roman frontier on the Rhine and the Danube. Here lay 
the flower of the Roman army ; and the unbroken chain of 
forts they held formed ramparts quite impregnable, when the 
empire was still powerful, and tenable with an efibrt, eyen in 
the times of its decay. In the south-eastern districts, on the 
contrary, the Goths encountered, in the first instance, only 
petty tribes, with some of whom they may haye been of old con- 
nected, and oyer whom they could easily gain an ascendancy. 
As early as two hundred years after Christ, they were 
widely spread oyer those south-eastern countries ; and in the 
fourth century, under Ermanaric, the great Gothic kingdom 
stretehed from the Black Sea, from the mouth of the Danube, 
including all Dacia, Sarmatia, and the Crimea, eastward, as 
far as the north side of the Caucasus, and towards the extreme 
north as far as the coasts of the Baltic. 

Eyen if the Goths did not deriye their origin, nor emi- 
grate directly from Sweden, yet their connection with this 
extreme north, eyen as far as Sweden itself, is by seyeral 
circumstances placed beyond doubt. Their sway and in- 
fluence extended also deep into the interior of Germany ; the 
south-eastern parts especially became now Cbthic, eyen if 
they were not partially so before. In the Austria of the 
present day, along the Danube from Vienna te Passau, waa 
the Rugiland, so called from the Rugians, a Gothic people. 
From this quarter Odoacer issued forth, at the exhortetion of 
a celebrated Christian bishop, to put an end eyen in name to 
the Roman dominion, which in reality had long ceased te 
exist, and te substitute in ite place a Gothic-German empire. 
These Gothic inhabitante of Austria haye indisputably exer- 
cised considerable influence on the Austrian race ; and it is 
not te be doubted that this race is, for the most part, of 
Gothic descent. 

The history of the partition into two, of the great Gothic 
kingdom on the Black Sea; of the defeat of Ermanaric, 
then up wauls of a hundred years of age, by the inyading 
Huns ; of the subsequent alliance of this people with the 
Ostrogoths ; of the conquest of Rome by Alaric, somewhat 
more than four hundred years after Christ ; of the foundation, 
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by the kindred nations of the Goths, of a Burgundian king- 
dom in eastern Gaul, a Yisigothic in western Gaul and 
Spain, and a Vandal one in Africa ; of Attila^ bred himself 
among the Goths, and achieving his victories for the most 
part by Gothic-German tribes, and of the terror he struck 
into Italy and Gaul by his immense hordes; of the great 
Theodoric, and his subsequent reign in Italy, glorious and 
wise as that of the best of the Roman emperors, — the history 
of all these events and personages is in itself very remarkable. 
But as these kingdoms rapidly passed away, the events we 
have thus summed up are not, on the whole, so important as 
the character of the Gothic nation, and the relations of its 
conquests and sway to the great interests of mankind, and to 
the progress or retrogression of civilization, a subject on 
which we shall now proceed to offer a few necessary remarks. 



LECTURES IV. & V. 

ON THE GOTHS AND THE MIGRATION OP NATIONS TILL 

CHARLEMAGNE. 

That, from the invasions of the Gothic nations, from the 
conquests of Alaric, and yet more from the expeditions of 
Attila, Rome, as well as many of the provinces, endured 
most of the evils that attend on wars, cannot be doubted. 
But when on this account the German conquerors are accused 
of having destroyed the civilization of the ancient world, tho 
charge is not only exaggerated, but unfounded and unjust 
In the descriptions of modem historians, whose imagination 
has been filled with ideas of universal desolation and destruc- 
tion, the calamities attendant upon the first convulsions of 
those times appear very different from what they do when we 
consult ourselves the pages of contemporaries and eye-wit- 
nesses. Many of these, and especially several of the early 
Christian writers, judge even favourably of the Germans, of 
their humane modo of carrying on war, and their love of 
justice. From these opinions, and from other traits, we may 
. ' presume that the German party in the Roman empire was 
V particularly strong among the Christians. Tlio mutual re- 
pugnance between Christian and heathen revived upon thoso 
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great changes with redoubled strength. The heathens thought 
they could trace the cause of Rome's downfal to the abandon- 
ment of the ancient gods ; to the omission, prevalent for some 
time, of offering them sacrifice. The Christians, on the other 
hand, referred to the humanity in the mode of carrying on 
hostilities then practised, in comparison with the ancient 
system of warfare, as a proof of the beneficial influence of 
Christianity, for the Goths were at that time Christians. 

Eren on their first appearance the Goths showed them- 
selves not only a brave and victorious people, but even to a 
surprising degree more civilized than the earlier-known 
Germanic nations on the Bhenic frontier were at that time. 
The readiness of the Goths to receive the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, and the rapid diffusion of it among them, may with 
reason be cited as a proof of their civilization, and capacity 
for civilization. For among them Christianity was not intro-> 
duced by force, as happened afterwards among other German 
nations, or by the sudden conversion of a sovereign, whose 
example then carried the whole nation along with him ; but 
the faith was diffused among them in the same manner as it 
was in the beginning, and always should be, viz. by missions 
and by the influence of the doctrine. We know as little in 
detail of the circumstances under which Christianity became 
so universally spread in a short space of time among all the 
Gothic nations, as of the establishment, step by step, of their 
great kingdom on the Black Sea. Not those Gothic tribes 
only who were settled in the Roman empire, but also those 
that inhabited the Austria of the present day, were Chris- 
tians. Even among the Thuringians, the. remotest Gothic 
nation towards the interior and north-west of Germany, was 
Christianity, if not universally established, yet known and 
diffused ; while in the north the Saxons remained for several 
centuries longer ignorant of and disinclined to its doctrines. 
This rapid and universal spread of Christianity amongst all the 
Gothic nations is also a proof of the internal communication 
among them, and of an effective, universal, national connec- 
tion of the whole Gothic race. 

The influence of Christianity upon national relations will 
bo best illustrated by an example, which will at the same 
time place vividly before us the manners of the time. When 
•the gates of Rome were opened to the armies of Alaric, the 
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Gothic soldiers entering dispersed themselves through the 
town, and some fell to plundering. One of them found some 
gold and silver vessels at the house of a Christian woman ; 
she told him they belonged to the holy apostle Peter, and 
had been given to her to keep for the church ; he might 
now do with them what he thought proper. This the Goth 
reported to the king. Alaric immediately despatched a 
party to the house to secure the precious vessels, and had 
them solemnly conveyed back to the Basilica. TheOhristian 
Romans, delighted at this proof of clemency, attended the pro- 
cession and chanted the ecclesiastical hymns customary on such 
festive occasions. The heathens likewise followed, in the hope 
of obtaining greater safety. The Gothic warriors, astonished at 
this unexpected spectacle, joined also in the procession, and 
thus a common faith diffused sentiments of peace, and set 
limits to the rage of war. 

It is true that the opinion of many contemporaries is more 
unfavourable to particular German tribes; they paint the 
calamities of those wars in gloomier colours. It would, how- 
ever, be difficult to cite from the historical authorities for the 
times of this great northern migration, which we are apt to 
consider an epoch of unceasing devastation, even one single 
act, which for real, genuine barbarism may be compared with 
the systematic cruelty and devastation of which the Romans 
were often guilty. . Their treatment of Tarentum, of Car- 
thage, of Corinth, where they destroyed the most beautiful 
ancient monuments and works of art (not to speak of many 
others of the most splendid cities of antiquity), occurred, too, 
at times which we regard as civilized, and comparatively as 
the most flourishing and the best of ancient Rome! It is un- 
deniable that during the Gotlpc wars many monuments of art 
perished. The same things occurred long before during the 
internal commotions under the emperors, and even in the 
time of the republic, before conquests by the Germans were 
even thought of. From the ignorance of such subjects pre- 
valent among the multitude in all times, even the most civi- 
lized, it is an inevitable circumstance in every war that the 
monuments of antiquity and of art are not all preserved, as 
we might wish ; not to speak of other unhappy chances of 
destruction. It is well known that the destruction of many 
ancient objects of art is to be ascribed to a very different 



CONDUCT OF THB GOTHS IN ROME. 53 

time and cause. When Ghristianitj became the predomi- 
nant religion, when many heathen temples were suddenly 
conrerted into Christian churches, it may have easily hap- 
pened that this, like every great change, howerer beneficial, 
worked out by the hands of man, was attended by a false 
zeal. This may have doomed to destruction many images of 
gods, that we are now accustomed to regard as sacred objects 
of art, but which at that time, for the great bulk of heathens, 
were objects of a -rery different kind of yeneration, and for 
that Tory reason were held in horror by the Christians^ If, 
moreoyer, we judge less from an exclusiye predilection for 
the fine arts, and look more to the whole range of human 
culture, we cannot deny that the writings and scientific 
knowledge of the Romans must haye attracted the attention 
of the Germans infinitely more than their statues. And this 
was abundantly the case. In this respect, the charge that 
the Germans destroyed the ancient intellectual culture is 
particularly unjust and unfounded. The Roman and the 
Grecian intellect had been indeed long extinct ; how then 
could the Germans destroy what was no longer in existence ? 
Where at that time were writers of any real distinction ; where 
any Roman literature or learning at all to be found, except 
among the great ecclesiastical writers of the fourth and fifth 
centuries? The whole inheritance of the better literature 
and knowledge of the Romans remained at that time almost 
exclusiyely in the hands of the Christian clergy. The 
Germans, far from destroying or underyaluing this in- Y 
heritance of knowledge and literature, at once Christian and 
Roman, receiyed it with the greatest reyerence : preseryed, 
difiused, and, as far as the times permitted, even augmented 
these literary treasures. The cultiyation of the soil, the 
material well-being of the country, were so little destroyed 
by the Germans, that, in the reign of Theodoric, agriculture, 
under the fostering care of the new goyemment, began 
quickly to flourish again, and, in a short time, Italy required 
no longer any importation of com. 

The diversity we have mentioned, in the opinion of con- / 
temporaries, as to the system of conquest adopted by the Y 
Germanic nations, their conduct and character, is a con- 
firmation of what we have before remarked, that there were 
two parties at that time in the Roman empire ; one favourably 
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disposed, and the other hostile, to the Germans. Besides the 
evident predilection of several Christian writers, and of many 
influential Christians in general, it may be inferred from many 
circumstances^ that there was less repugnance to the Germans 
in the Western, than in the Greek empire. This is not per- 
haps to be altogether ascribed to the influence of Stilico, that 
German, who at the commencement of the Gothic wars, as 
chief functionary of the empire, guided the helm of tho state 
under Honorius. This circumstance may be explained by 
the old and very frequent commercial and colonial intercourse 
existing between the Germans and the Western Romans 
still more by the difference of character between the Greeks 
and the Romans. At this time, as in antiquity, the Greeks, 
in learning, acuteness, silbtlety, and artificial polish of mind, 
indisputably surpassed the Romans, as well as all other Euro- 
pean nations. The vulgar portion among the Greeks were 
extremely conceited, and vain of these advantages, even in tho 
elder and better times, and infinitely more so in their then 
state of degeneracy. They despised and hated all who were 
not of their nation, the more strongly, the deeper they were 
themselves sunk in degeneracy, and roduced to a state of 
ignominious dependence and degradation. The Romans, on 
the contrary, had been early taught to prize other virtues and 
qualities more influential in real life, far higher than all the 
feats of intellect, that displayed the utmost acuteness in the 
most exquisite of languages, or reached the highest refinement 
in the recreative arts. Hence, fVom their homelier and severer 
view of life, and of the dignity of man, they may well havo 
formed a very different and far more favourable judgment of 
the Germans, as they then were, than did the Greeks. 

We must not attribute an un-Roraan sentiment, or a want 
of patriotism, to those Christians who were more favouiubly 
disposed towards the Germans. There was no question of a 
rooting out of the Roman language and manners, such as 
perhaps Attila alone meditated, but merely of a change, that 
had been long recognised as necessary, in the institutions of 
state and in the government. These in fact were growing more 
and more paralyzed, till they almost ceased to act, long beforo 
Germanio rule was substituted in their place. If the 
Christians saw in this dominion, as was undoubtedly the case, 
the only means of health and safety for the state, and eagerly 
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grasped at it, they were therein hy no means to he hlamed ; 
and in this respect and in this sense it may be even admitted, 
and with truth asserted, that Christianity facilitated the over- 
throw of the Roman empire. 

This diversity of opinion, however, among contemporaries 
as to the great northern migrations, ought to draw our especial 
attention to the marked differences that existed between the 
individual events and epochs, as circumstances varied. Rome 
suffered little or nothing from the conquest of Alaric, the 
Yisigothic king ; for, of all the Germanic nations, the Visi- 
goths seem altogether the most favourably disposed towards 
the Romans, whom they even subsequently supported against 
Attila, as well as at other times against other Germanic people. 
What a contemporary writer tells us of the sentiments of the 
Yisigothic king Adolph deserves in this respect to be quoted. 
King Adolph said, *^He had desired nothing so much as that the 
whole country of the Romans should become Gothic, and be 
also so named ; that all that had constituted the Roman should 
then become the Gothic empire, and he, Adolph, should be now 
what the emperor Augustus had formerly been. As long 
experience, however, had convinced him that it was not pos- 
sible to accomplish this scheme with the Goths, from their 
extreme love of freedom, but that the empire must still be 
maintained and its laws upheld, he had proposed to himself, 
and would place his honour therein, to restore and even aug- 
ment the glory of the Romans by the power of the Goths ; 
and, as he was unable to found a new state in room of the old 
one, he yet wished posterity to regard him as the restorer of 
the Roman empire !" ' 

Very different, however, from Alaric and Adolph was Gen- 
seric, king of the Vandals in Africa, who also took Rome. 
He sought not to retain either Rome or Italy, or to settle 
there ; his object was merely to enfeeble the enemy in that 
quarter ; to amass plunder, and return home ; a policy which 
always gives a far more destructive character to war. Ho 
was also personally of a tyrannical disposition, as well as his 
ally Attila. The wars of the latter must have been the more 
desolating, the more numerous his immense armies were ; 
especially as they were composed of many different nations, of 
whom several were not German, like Attila himself, were still 
Pagan, and incomparably ruder, or at least stranger to the 
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Romans than the Germans of that period. Wars are ever more 
cruel, more destruotiye, and in every way more lastingly op- 
pressive in their consequences, in proportion as the armies aro 
larger and more heterogeneous, and the belligerent nations 
stranger to each other. The Romans and the Germans at 
that time were anything but strangers to each other. For 
centuries, by a common military service, by trade, by colonies, 
and treaties, they had been acquainted and familiarized with 
each other. Even if we could not infer the hat from many 
particular ciioumstances and statements, we might well assume, 
from the whole state of international relations, that many 
Germans understood Latin, and many Romans German. The 
intermixture of the two languages had even then commenced, 
of which we see the effects at this day, as in our tongue about 
as many Latin words have been adopted as there are found 
German words in the new languages of Latin origin, the 
Italian, Spanish, and French. Even in manners and dress 
there occurred a certain free interchange and mutual adop- 
tion by the one people of the mode of living of the other. At 
a time when the empire was not yet conquered, but when 
German influence was very preponderant, the Romans begaii 
to assume the German dress. A Roman author, on the other 
hand, complains that the Goths, of whom many at that time 
were invested with the senatorial dignity, although they in- 
deed wore the Roman toga when they sat in council, would 
resume their furs as soon as they quitted the assembly, and 
ridiculed the toga, on account of their being unable to wear 
the sword with it. Remarkable as to the relations between 
the two people is the expression of the author we have before 
cited, and who lived at the period of the first convulsions, at 
the verv commencement of the great northern migrations. 
*'The Germans," says he, "have at once laid aside their 
swords, and put their hands to the plough ; they now regard 
and love the Romans as friends and allies, and there are also 
already many Romans who prefer living among the Germans in 
freedom, although in a state of rude simplicity, than as before, 
in perpetual anxiety from the exactions of the old govern- 
ment." 

But if the relations between the Goths and the Romans 
exhibited anything but a state of absolute and unmitigated 
hostility, Attila, on the other hand, appears to have been 
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animated with an especial hatred against the Romans. At- 
tila's kingdom was of great extent ; taking, as the centre, the 
whole extensive country of the Danube, the ancient Pan- 
nonia, and Dacia, together with the provinces bordering on 
the Black Sea, it stretched thence eastward to the Caspian 
and northwards to the Baltic ; from the Persian frontiers, 
therefore, to the point where the Baltic divides the German 
coast from Sweden. How widely Attila's influence spread 
over the interior of Germany, how many German nations 
he ruled, we may easily discover by glancing over the roll 
of his immense army at the battle in the Catalanian fields. 
He seems indeed to have contemplated a universal union, if 
not of all German, yet of all Gothic people. With especial 
animosity did he war against those Germans who sided with 
the Romans rather than with the savage conqueror himself, 
for Rome he hated above all things. The great battle in 
Gktul indeed was fought almost exclusively between German 
nations ! The Huns formed but the smiJler part of Attila's 
army ; and the great deeds of Aetius and the Romans con- 
sisted chiefly in keeping alive the hostilitv between the parti- 
sans and the opponents of Attila, and in looking on while the 
Germans mutusilly destroyed each other in this contest. 

Attila has been painted by some as a mere savage tyrant, 
as even in person a mis-shapen Calmuck ; some modems, on 
the other hand, on account of his hatred for degenerate Rome, 
have made him somewhat arbitrarily a lofty avenger of man- 
kind, burning with the love of justice. The description of his 
person, certainly a very unfavourable one, rests, however, only 
on the authority of an author who is not free from suspicion of 
partiality against the Huns. Be that as it may, Attila was 
no coldly-calculating, systematic conqueror, but rather'swayed 
by caprice, cruel or unexpectedly clement, as his mood might 
be; this is evinced especially in his great invasions of Italy and 
Gaul towards the close of his life. He remained, as did most 
of the Huns, devoted to Paganism, while the Goths were 
Christians ; in other respects he had enjoyed the benefit of a 
Gothic education. The influence of the Huns is in general 
altogether exaggerated. Their victory over the aged Er- 
manaric, on their first arrival from Asia, effected a change in 
the dynasty, rather than in the state, which on the wholo, 
even under Attila, remained Gothic. Room enough there 
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may liare still been for new settlers in those regions, and thus 
we see for the two first generations after the first irruption of 
the Huns down to the time of Attila, Goths and Huns living 
there on a footing of equality. Of this the best proof is that 
the Ostrogoths retained their own kings, the offspring of 
Ermanario and his brother, of the old, great, much celebrated 
Gothic-heroic family of the Amali. Even in Attila's time, 
and under him, three brothers of this family reigned together 
as joint kings. Attila's power was the result of his personal 
energy and greatness. We do not find that even under him 
Huns had any preference over Goths ; we find more German 
.than non-German names among his heroes, the princes and 
grandees of his kingdom. After him the nation of the Huns, 
who never were very numerous, became of still less influence ; 
some of his sons returned to Asia, others remained among the 
Goths. This occurred without any great, general, or sangui- 
nary revolution ; everything fell back quietly into its natural 
state, when the great man — ^great at least by his energy and 
self-reliance — ^who had made his nation of importance, was po 
more. In the one point of faith he remained a Hun, but that 
in all else his breeding and mode of life were rather those of a 
Goth, is from one circumstance in particular apparent. We 
have the express testimony of an eyewitness that in Attila's 
court, not the Hunnish but the Gothic was spoken as the 
prevailing langua^. When, therefore, we are told the remark- 
able fact, that Attila sought utterly to eradicate the Roman 
language, and, on the other hand, to render the Gothic uni- 
versal, we must not, as did some of the elder Hungarian writers, 
refer this to the Hunnish, or, according to their assumption of 
the relations hip and unity of the two nations, the Huns and 
Hungarians, to the Hungarian language ; but we must under- 
stand it quite literally of the Gothic, the German language of 
tliat time. Attila, however, understood the language of the 
Homans, or rather that corrupt dialect of it spoken in these 
provinces, and which was called the Ausonian. Thus, while 
his tents resounded to Gothic minstrels, in which the fame of 
the conqueror himself, or the deeds of the heroes of old, were 
celebrated, buffoons would at other times amuse the great 
king and his court with all sorts of jests and drollery, carried 
on in the Italian or so-called Ausonian language. From this 
use of the language we may infer that a certain contempt for 
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it was felt, just as tbe senseless design of Attila to root it out 
altogether — a design entertained by no other German con- 
queror and king — ^prores his unbounded hatred of everything 
Roman, and the strange caprice that in this respect swayed 
him. 

Far more tolerable, therefore, was the commencement and 
the first epoch of these northern migrations, if we confine the 
term to the period of what was reaJUy the last conyulsions of 
the Roman empire, occasioned by all these conquests of the 
Visigoths, under Alario and Adolph, a nation that was the 
most friendly of all to the Romans. Incomparably fiercer 
and more destructive were the conquests during the middle 
period, under Genseric the Vandal and Attila; but very 
favourable, again, to civilization, was the last epoch of Ostro- 
gothic rule in Italy, in the time of the great Theodoric. 
The conquests and the government of the Goths were based 
more upon love of fame than on avarice. They had well 
conceived the idea of the Roman empire, perceptible even in 
its extreme decay ; and this empire, upon the establishment 
and under the mild influence of Christianity, must have 
appeared in a totally new light, as a great universal league 
that was to embrace all Christian and civilized peoples under 
the supreme direction of an imperial protectorate, but with 
the full recognition of the freedom of the several nations. 
This spirit is perceptible among most of the Gothic rulers. 
Hence their mildness. For when a conqueror is penetrated 
with some lofty idea, and seeks the general weal rather than 
any petty and special advantages ; when he is not animated 
by avarice, but by a genuine love of glory, his sway is nuld 
and favourable to individual freedom, which he willingly 
tolerates, for he looks only to national greatness. A very 
different feeling prevailed subsequently among the Franks ; 
and it was precisely this more generous sentiment, this free 
system of rule and of conquest, that was one of the main 
causes of the Gothic sway being of short duration. It would 
probably have lasted longer, had it been from the beginning 
more grasping and severe, like that of the Franks. Witii 
these sentiments of clemency and freedom did the great Theo- 
doric, who was brought up in the metropolis of Greece, reign 
in Italy, over southern Germany, as well a« Provence and 
the eastern countries of the Danube. He preserved the 
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friendship of the Byzantine emperors, and even acquired 
influence over all the kings and states of Germanic origin 
in western Europe. Like Charlemagne in after-times, he 
showed his solicitude for the preservation of the literary trea- 
sures inherited from antiquity, for the intellectual wants of a 
period troubled by war, by his very beneficial Institutes of 
education. Here also he evinced lus true liberality, for he 
was equally solicitous for the Roman and the Gothic language 
and literature. He was not disposed, like Attila, madly to 
eradicate the language of the ancient world, and with it so 
much of its civilization ; nor yet, like many other German 
sovereigns of that time, to forget^ for this foreign Roman 
civilization, his national language and manners. With rea- 
son, then, in the traditions and poetiy of Germany, has this 
refined but yet daring and valiant hero been celebrated and 
glorified, down even to later times ; and it was even during 
his reign that in Bodthius and Cassiodorus the last spark 
appears of the old Roman literature, before the language had 
become essentially changed. This great king, although he 
flourished before the Prankish Charlemagne, may well be 
called a Roman-German emperor, as he was one in his 
sentiments, and even such in reality. 

Had Theodoric's successors possessed qualities like his; 
had the sovereignty of the Goths endured; had they then 
accomplished what Charlemagne only some centuries later 
began and founded, and the Saxon emperors consummated—^ 
the true restoration, namely, or rather renovation, of the 
Western empire as a league, a universal league, if possible, of 
European nations — ^then would European civilization have 
revived several centuries earlier, and much would have assumed 
a milder and freer form than under the sway of the Franks, 
who were at first an incomparably ruder people. 

Besides excessive freedom, there were several other causes 
for the short duration of the dominion of the Goths. The 
principal was their subdivision into several great kingdoms and 
nations, as well as their mutual wars. We are not told, indeed, 
that the difierent Gothic nations, before their settlement in the 
Roman empire, were as disunited among themselves as the 
western Germans were even in earlier times. As soon, how- 
ever, as the Goths took possession of the Roman empire, there 
arose various disputes and complicated relations between 
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43onntries geographically ^parate, such as Pannonia, Italy, 
Q&n\y and Spain— -disputes springing from the varying pre- 
dilection or antipathy of the indiyidual peoples and princes 
to the Romans ; and thus it was but too easy for the crafty 
art of the Byzantine ministers to foment and perpetuate dis- 
cord among the Goths. It was an important fiskct, too, that 
the Goths, though Christians, belonged to the Arian party. 
But as the Catholics predominated eyerywhere in the Roman 
empire, this division contributed not a little to withdraw a 
necessary and indispensable support from the govemment of 
the Goths. 

The last nation, and, if not Gothic, it was at least closely 
allied, and perhaps even intermixed with the other Gothic 
nations, which settled in this direction in the southern pro- . 
vinces of the Western eYnpire, were the Lombards. In the first 
century they had been compelled, by the inroads of the Ro- 
mans, to retire from their seats in the most north-western part 
of Germany towards the east. It is certain that, subsequently 
and immediately before they conquered the north of Italy, 
and founded there the kingdom of Lombardy, they dwelt 
more to the southward, on the Danube, exactly in the Austria 
of the present day. The earliest German inhabitants of this 
district were called the Quadians. These the Roman authors, 
assign to the Suabian stock, to which they usually refer 
those eastern German nations, with whom they were but 
little acquainted. We afterwards find here in Rugiland, as 
it was odled (the country between Vienna and Passau), the 
Rugians, then the Herulians, both undoubtedly Gothic 
nations, and finally the Lombards. We must not suppose 
that one of these nations had wholly expelled or destroyed 
the other. In these cases it is o^y a question of fresh 
settlements and predominant influence. Thus when Austria 
was subsequently in part devastated, in part subjugated, by 
eastern non-German, and still heathen nations, it is not to 
be believed that the German population of the country was 
wholly exterminated; and hence the greater part of the 
actual population is to be derived from the Gothic race of 
those ancient times. 

When the Lombards penetrated from Austria into Italy, 
they were Arian Christians, like all the other Gothic nations; 
but as many other, even non-German and still heathen tribes,. 
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were leagued with them, their conquest and sway were tberehy 
rendered more destructive and oppressive. To this we must 
add the tediously protracted wars with the Greeks, of which, 
as of so many others in ancient and modem times, that beau- 
tiful land, which, in Petrarch's words, the Apennines divide 
and the sea embraces, was the theatre. 

To show how little on the whole the great northern migra- 

^^ tions were injurious to agriculture and the material prosperity 

of the country, which, after all, form the foundation of all civili- 
zation, one striking proof may be brought. We see each Roman 
province, as soon as it falls under the sway of the Germans, 
revive with visible energy; on the other hand, those territories 
which the Greeks recovered from the Germans, such as Africa 
and Italy, at first altogether, and afterwards at least in great 
part, sank again into a state of indescribable impotence and 
general misery. *•' Not the barbarians," says an able historian, 
'' but the'Romans themselveS; have ruined Italy." '' After the 
wars of the Goths and the Greeks," he says, in another pas- 
sage, " Italy endured at last the hardest fate of all, that of 
becoming a province to the Byzantine empire !" And again, 
^^ Rude aa were the Lombards, yet the state of Grecian Italy, 
which became visibly poorer and more depopulated, was more 
disorganized than that of Lombard Italy." 

The history of the Greek empire is altogether the best 
apology for the Germanic nations, and for the whole northern 
migration. How can we believe that this was a misfortune 
for mankind, that it was injurious to civilization, when we 
look at the history of Italy, Spain, France, England, and even 
Germany itself, from the fifth to the fifteenth century, when 
we compare the peculiar national development, the fulness 
of life, the stir, the activity, that in those countries were 
quickly manifested, even in commerce and industry, in art 
and science, with the mournful monotony pervading the 
history of tlie Byzantine empire. This empire we behold 
powerless and . miserable, degenerate, without true life, and 
languishing for a thousand years until it finally perishes; 
and yet, in comparison with the western nations, the 
advantage in respect to intellectual culture was wholly 
and entirely on the side of the Byzantine Greeks. As tlie 
ancient Greeks had possessed a decided superiority over the 
Romans in every branch of learning and literature, there was 



\ 



THE FRANKS AND SAXONS. 63 

concentred in the metropolis of the Byzantine empire a 
treasure of knowledge inherited from the ])ast incomparably 
greater than anything that could be found in the west. 
But this knowledge was wholly confined to the metropolis ; 
the provinces were in a state of indescribable barbarism, and 
it remained a lifeless treasure, of which they knew not how 
to make use. But how very different and what nobler fruits 
did the incomparably smaller heritage of Roman literature, 
such as the Germatis found and received in Home and the 
provinces, bear among the western nations ! This dead 
treasure of Grecian knowledge was never turned to account, 
till it was grasped by the vigorous intellect of the middle age, 
when it had reached its maturity, and when, on the destruction 
of the Greek empire, the seeds of that literature were 
scattered on the fertile soil of the free west. It is easy to 
understand why that new and peculiar mental culture, that 
some centuries later was developed among the western nations, 
did not at once spring up ; that we see not, immediately after 
the first convulsions, the flowers and fruits of the new creation^ 
The original elements were too heterogeneous, out of which 
were to proceed in time the intellectiml form and shape of 
modern Europe. German poetry, such as the northern na- 
tions brought with them in all their sagas, recollections and 
customs to their new settlements ; Christianity, as they 
received it from the Romans, and finally all the treasures that 
yet remained of the history, the sciences, and the arts of 
heathen antiquity, these elements were too heterogeneous to be 
at once combined into a new and living whole. Even in later 
times it has been often difficult to fuse the diverse elements 
of our civilization into a perfect and harmonious unity. 

Concluding our remarks on these southern migrations of the 
German nations, eflected chiefly by the Goths, and from the 
east, we shall now direct our attention to those from the north. 
The Franks and the Saxons, peoples of kindred race, 
and both from the north-west of Germany, were still hea- 
thens, when they took possession of Gaul and Britain. 
Rapidly and at once were the Franks converted, after the 
example of their king, to Christianity, and as they them- 
selves had received it in this compulsory manner, so in turn 
did they impose it by force on the Alemanni, and subse- 
quently on the German Saxons. It was Catholic Christianity 
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they embraced, and this gave them an immediate and great 
advantage over the Arian Goths. They were ruder than 
most of the German nations we have been hitherto describing ; 
but oppressive as their yoke may in many respects have been, 
yet the vast energy displayed by the country immediately after 
the first immigration, when compared with the feebleness into 
which it had sunk in the times of the last Roman emperors, 
proves at least that even the Prankish was better than the old 
Roman sway. Even Clovis was a systematic conqueror. 
Together with northern, and the greater part of the rest of 
Gaul, he subdued all the independent Prankish princes still 
remaining^ the Alemanni, and most of the Thuringiaus. De- 
spite hereditary partitionings, these conquests were continued, 
extended, and rounded off by his successor step by step, and 
according to their geographical situation. Thus were southern 
Gaul and the remainder of the Yisigothic kingdom incor-> 
porated with the Prankish dominions by force of arms. All 
ancient Gaul could now be righthr called Prance,* and In the 
interior of Germany Prankish influence became very consider- 
able, when the conquest of Thuringia and of Bavaria was 
completed, although their inhabitants remained in many re- 
spects free, and their dukes powerful. The same may be said 
of northern Italy, even before Charlemagne extended his 
conquests in this direction, and completed the circumference 
of the empire. The succession of the Merovingian kings, 
their partitions and reconstructions of the kingdoni, and their 
disputes, are not on the whole or in their consequences particu- 
larly instructive. One would almost believe, on reading the 
history and the character of both these Prankish dynasties, 
the Merovingian and the Oarlovingian, that certain qualities, 
that virtues and vices, were hereditary in families. In the 
history of the former we find, until their energies were wholly, 
extinguished, hardly anything else than a continual picture of 
vice and tyranny, of unheaid-of cruelty and wild revenge, 
which, inherited as in the families of Atreus and Thyestes, 
ever engendered fresh crimes. The latter, from the very com- 
mencement of the dynasty, from Pepin to its extinction, were 
distinguished by an especial attachment to religion, which 
certainly is not to be attributed to policy alone, but in part at 
least to inward conviction. If discord and revenge may be 
thus engrafted, can thus grow afresh, it is conceivable that 

* That \», kingdom of the Franks. 
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moral principles likewise, though they may not always seciiro 
against weakness and passion, may, in proportion as their 
value is tested by time, become a predominant mode of thought 
and a second nature in princely houses. Not always in them- 
selves absolutely praiseworthy, yet in comparison with the 
Merovingians, must the Carlovingians appear the better race 
to every unprejudiced miud. 

For general history, the most important event of all was 
the gradual development of the Frankish constitution, which 
even in the time of the Merovingians exercised much in-> 
fluence over Germany, and which alone explains the rise of 
the Carlovingian dynasty, and its advance from the dignity 
of major-domo to that of the restored empire. 

In the new state of things the old Germanic constitution 
necessarily underwent very essential changes. For a not very 
numerous people of one and the same race it might have 
been excellent ; but now its simplicity was no longer always 
adequate to the exigencies of the times, nor, from the mere 
vastuess of the country and the diversity of the population, 
capable of being acted on. In the old Germanic constitution 
there was in reality but one order. As the hereditary right 
of the princes was not exactly defined, as their power was 
moderate, and the election of the dukes free, the princes 
themselves were not separated from the nobles by any in- 
superable barrier ; they approximated closely to each other ; 
and the order of freemen, too, was more a degree, than a 
different and wholly separate class. The freemen indeed 
originally possessed the rights of nobility, namely, that of 
bearing arms, that of assisting armed at the Diets, and that 
of vindicating themselves their outraged honour ; rights which 
were deemed in most countries in after-times the exclusive 
privilege of the nobility. After the great conquests were 
efiected and consolidated, the state of things became very 
different. The kings were now grown powerful, and were 
no longer mere princes, the first and highest of the nobles 
and people, but appeared as monarchs, surrounded by hitherto 
unwonted pomp, and wholly separated from other men. The 
roost important change, however, was that in the order of 
freemen. In them lay the reality, the energy of the nation, 
for they were the foundation and the strength of the arridro- 
ban, or general military levy. The order of frcemeOf and 
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with it the axri^re-ban, fell into decay and neglect, becanse 
the principles and proceedings of the conqueror are, in their 
effects, as injurious to internal freedom as they are dangerous 
to the safety of his neighbours, when his mind is not bent on 
great objects, but only on constant and gradual aggrandize- 
ment of his immedate possessions ; when he la more covet- 
ous of wealth than really ambitious of &rae. 

Two kinds of military association and military service 
existed among the ancient Germans; the arriere-ban, or 
national armament, and the feudal service of the liegemen, 
noble attendants, or, as they soon began to be called, vassals, 
bound personally to the king or prince. On partitioning a 
conquest, the king would naturally bestow the best and 
richest diares upon his companions ; hence these liegemen of 
the king became extremely powerful. The one element of 
the old Germanic constitution thereby obtained a dispro- 
portionate preponderance ; and the old national nobility was 
displaced by a new feudal and ministerial nobility, whose 
interests and feelings were different from those of the people, 
and who were devoted to the person of their liege lord alone. 
The other element in the old constitution — ^the order of freemen 
—lost in proportion as the ascendancy of these feudatories of 
the king gained ground. Some by compulsion surrendered 
their freedom, and became vassals ; others did so voluntarily, 
in order to be free from the arriere-ban ; for when summoned 
thereto, the warrior had to maintain himself at his own ex- 
pense ; and this service was more burdensome and oppressive 
in proportion to the size of the kingdom. The very means, 
however, whereby the power of the king was at first so 
much increased, occasioned it to be secretly undermined, and 
at last reduced to a mere shadow. In proportion as the 
feudatories and vassals of the king grew all-powerful, it was 
more practicable for the chief of thom, the governor of the 
palace and court of the king, when the latter was a weak 
man, to become the virtual monarch. In this manner was the 
first dynasty of the Merovingians expelled by the major-domo, 
whose office had become hereditary. The new-raised dynasty 
produced in Pepin of Heristal, in the victorious Charles 
Martel, and in the sagacious King Pepin the First, such a 
series of heroes and energetic rulers, that perhaps no great 
• man, in history had his path so prepared for him as Charle- 
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magne. The reproach of nsnrpation can the less be made 
against the ancestors of Charlemagne, as the commencement 
of their power was quite constitational. The kingdom of the 
Franks, moreover, was originally not strictly hereditary, 
although the first Merovingians appear to have sought to 
treat it as such ; they ruled indeed in general with harshness, 
severely oppressed the people, and imitated more and more the 
corruption and the manners of the later Bomans. But the 
rights of the people were still fresh in their memory, and by 
their free election, according to the old Frankish law, the 
ancestors of Charlemagne, as dukes, protectors, and friends of 
the people and of freedom, attained to that supreme power, 
which, as it had been long founded on a constitutional basis, 
finally received in the ecclesiastical sanction its supreme con- 
firmation. Of the conquests of Charlemagne, it has been 
truly remarked that in extending the Frankish empire from 
the Eider to Rome, from the Ebro to the Raab, and even 
beyond, he merely completed what had been commenced 
several generations before. As in Spain, by the Margravate 
of Barcelona, he secured the frontier against the restless 
Mahommedan foe ; so in the opposite quarter, by advancing 
the empire into eastern Germany, as far as the Kaab, he re- 
united Austria to it ; Austria, which then was the extreme 
frontier, was in after- times to become in so many respects the 
centre of Germany. 

The army which Charlemagne inherited from his prede- 
cessors was strong and well disciplined. To form a judg- 
ment of him as a general, we ought to be better acquaint^ 
with his adversaries, and know what they were in this re- 
spect. Against the Arabs in Spain, and the Saxons in Ger- 
many, his warfare was not always successful ; in the one 
case he efi^ected his object very imperfectly, in the other the 
contest ever broke out afresh. 

Charlemagne's cruel treatment of the subjugated Saxons, 
on whom Christianity was forcibly imposed, is rather to be 
excused than defended. The wars waged for several genera- 
tions between the Saxons and Franks may have greatly in- 
flamed the national hatred of the two peoples, and it was the 
more bitter, perhaps, because both were of a nearly kindred 
stock. The wild fanaticism of the Mahommedans, who Te- 
garded the propagation of their creed by force of arms as 'a 

f2 
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saored duty, necessitated the Christian warriors to a defence 
of their faith, and hence a spirit of bitterness may have been 
too easily transferred to the wars against all non-Christian 
peoples. Towards the heathen nations this was very unjust, 
since against the Mahommedans alone would the right of 
self-defence and retaliation be at all applicable, and justify a 
religious war. 

Charlemagne's first peace with the Saxons was more Just in 
its provisions than the subsequent ones. He may have had 
their subjugation much at heart, as it was indispensable for 
the accomplishment of his plans. Judging from the choice of 
Aix-la-Chapelle for his capital, and from the castles ho 
erected for his residence, from lugelheim, near Mayeuce, to 
Nymwegen, he wished to make the fertile districts along the 
great navigable river between France and Germany — ^he 
wished to make the Rhenish provinces, the old cradle of the 
Fr^ks, the centre of his vast monarchy. And it is not to 
be doubted that their high civilization, which speedily sur- 
passed that of any other Qerman provinces, is attributable 
chiefly to him and his prescient care. But to secure the 
Rhineland as the centre of the whole empire, it wi^'Ueces- 
sary to extend the northern frontier, and to subdue the 
Saxons in Germany; and it was easily foreseen that thoy 
would never be tranquil till they were converted to Christi- 
anity. 

It will ever remain a reproach, however, against Charle- 
magne, and against the Franks in general, that on several 
occasions they adopted means for the diffusion of Christianity 
so little congenial with its spirit. Very different in this 
respect were the proceedings and the mode of thinking of the 
Anglo-Saxons in Britain. This German colony of Saxons in 
. England differed remarkably from the kingdom established 
by the kindred nation of the Franks, and the disadvantage of 
the comparison is almost always on the side of the latter. 
The immigration of the Saxons into England, which was con- 
tinued for a long space of time, was incomparably more 
numerous than that of the Franks ; so that the whole popu- 
lation in the most fertile parts of the island, the south and 
east, became purely Germanic and Saxon. For a considerable 
time the Saxons in their new seats remained still heathens ; 
it was then occurred those wars of the Christian and Celtic 
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king Artbur against the Saxons, which became afterwards so 
celebrated in the lays of chiralry. When once the Saxons, 
howeyer, were converted to Christianity (and this change was 
brought about, not by compulsion, but by the preaching of 
missionaries sent from Rome), Britain soon became most 
remarkably distinguished above all other provinces of the 
west, above France, even above Italy, in literary knowledge, 
such as was then to be found, and in general intellectual 
culture. Not by the sword did the Anglo-Saxons propagate 
Christianity, like the Franks, but many Christian teachers 
among them, leaving their tranquil dwelling-places in £ng- ^ 
land, penetrated into the wilder districts of the interior of 
Germany and of Switzerland, there with heroic self-devotion^ 
to teach the doctrines of religion. Vast services did they also 
render to those countries by the difTusiou of knowledge, by 
the softening of manners, and even by the tillage of the soil. * 
How nobly the old Germanic constitution was maintained 
and developed among the Saxons is best proved by the fact^ 
that many of the best institutions in the famous English con- 
stitution are derived from those times, and from the Saxons. 
Alfred rises superior to his age incomparably more than 
Charlemagne to his; and the comparison might terminate 
altogether unfavourably to the latter, if, instead of judging 
by the extent of power, and the splendour of empire, we 
were to contemplate only the quiet greatness of the man. We 
should then place by the side of Charlemagne the pious king 
Alfred, constant and unwearied under misfortune, cheerful 
amid his sorrows ; as a minstrel visiting the camp of the foe, 
as a herdsman wandering unknown among his own people ; 
and when success and victory had crowned his courageous 
efforts, and he beheld his country saved, still preserving 
moderation in all things ; mild and humble, he who knew so 
much that is scarcely allowed to his times, who had founded 
so many wise and beneficial institutions, that even still excite 
the admiration of mankind. 

Charlemagne's sphere of action was greater, and the con- 
sequences of his actions and the results of his institutions 
were greater for all Europe. However much of his military 
fame may be due to his predecessors, a great and clear 
understanding is vis<ible in all his own measures, even those . 
for the administration of his property. As a lawgiver, per- 
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baps, he most deserves our admiration, and his influence as 
such was felt for centuries. He is to be regarded as the 
founder of the constitution of the three estates, and of the 
system of polity of all succeeding ages, even down to our 
own. From him was derived the idea of the empire, as it 
was understood in the middle ages, as that of Christendom, 
or the ecclesiastical confederation of all the western nations. 
The influence he has exerted over all Europe for a thousand 
years, as a lawgiver, is so important^ that it requires separate 
consideration. In the first place, however, we must for a 
moment contemplate his own age, and what he accomplished 
for its scientific and mental culture. 

The attention he bestowed on all the monuments and relics 
of ancient art in Italy, the friendship In which he lived with 
the learned Englishman Alcuin, the association into which he 
entered with him and some other scholars, and in which he 
assumed the name of King David, and one of the others that 
of Homer, dispose us to form a favourable judgment of him. 
The Latin schools he founded in every quarter, as &r as cir- 
cumstances permitted him, served to perpetuate and diffuse 
more genersdly whatever knowledge had heen handed down 
to his times from the nations of antiquity. But his efforts to 
rescue from oblivion^ and to reanimate the national language 
and poetry of Germany, excite our curiosity the more, as the 
documents he gathered together with this ohject have heen 
lost. What would we not now give still to possess those old 
German poems, which we are told he collected, as did once 
Lycurgus and Pisistratus the rhapsodies of Homer, and which 
have excited so many wishes and inquiries ! This is a circum- 
stance so important to the history of the German mind, that I 
feel myself compelled to pause, and to attempt, by a few re- 
marks, to explain what notion we ought to form to ourselves 
of these German poems collected by Charlemagne, or by his 
orders, and how far they may have perished, or may have 
influenced later traditions and ages, and heen partially pre- 
served, at least as to their contents, even down to our own 
times. Charlemagne's encouragement of the German language 
and poetry is as it were a fixed point of view, whence we may 
survey and judge the state of intellectual culture in his age. 
The met, attested as it is by credihle witnesses, that he did 
make a collection of old German lays, and draw up a Gorman 
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grammar) or cause one to be drawn up, can the less be called 
in question, as his whole family was entirely of Low-€rermaa 
origin, and chiefly resided in that oonntry. If the later kings 
of the first dynasty adopted with other Roman customs the 
corrupt Roman dialect, yetwe have the most explicit testimony 
that at the court of the Oarloringians, not the modern Latin, 
but the Frankish language, which did not differ essentially 
from the Anglo-Saxon, predominated. Charlemagne's predi- 
lection for Germany is revealed in the choice of his residences, 
in the situation of the chief cities and castles he founded, and 
even from the direction of his conquests, which he pushed 
furthest and followed up most vigorously in this quarter. 
The rise of the Carlovingian dynasty may be considered 
altogether as a national reaction ; K>r under them and through 
them the original manners and constitution, and therewith 
the language, of the Franks once more revived. 

There are many traces and proofs that German poetry and 
the German language were revived and assiduously cultivated 
in the age of Charlemagne and his immediate successors. 
Later poets in the succeeding centuries often allude to the old 
heroic lays still existing in great numbers in their time. How' 
much these were then spread is proved by the circumstance, 
that Charlemagne's son, Louis the Pious, out of mistaken con- 
scientiousness, reproached himself with having loved them in 
his youth ; and that it was found necessary to interdict the 
" wyne-lieder " to nuns. "Wyne" means friendship, and this 
interdiction we must understand as referring to such lays, as 
were afterwards called ^^ Minne-lieder." We still possess in 
Ottfried's hero-poem, " The Saviour according to the Gospels,'* 
a poetical and, with regard to the language^ a very remarkable 
monument of the Carlovingian times.. As the* object of this 
pious man was evidently to banish the old national poetry 
that was but ill adapted to Christianity, and to replace it by 
his poetical narration of the history of Christ, we may well 
presume that he adopted the form of the lays he designed to 
set aside. And this presumption is the more natural, as we 
find the very same form in a beautiful triumphal song over the . 
Normans, by a Carlovingian king Louis. This influence of 
Christianity, this unceasing regard to it, even in everything 
that was done for the language and for poetry, is note-worthy, 
as it enables us to understand correctly in what spirit Charle- 
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magne collected those old Gennan poems, and what their 
nature was. It is a noble proof of the early development of 
the German tongue, that translations of many theological and 
philosophical works of the ancients existed in it at a time 
when the Italian, the French, and in general all the languages 
derived from the Latin, still fluctuated in a barbarous state of 
transition between the Latin form, that was now wholly 
corrupt, and the modem form, that was still crude and un- 
shaped, and in reality had no existence as defined and peculiar 
tongues. Among many other Christian writings of Carlovingian 
times in the German language, there still exists a German 
catechism, in which is expressly contained the question, 
"Dost thou renounce Woden and the Saxon Odin?" How 
then can we believe that, in such a state of public opinion^ 
Charlemagne could have collected the lays of the old German 
poets of the heathen times, whom we incorrectly term bards ? 
Such, for example, as the old Swedish and Danish ones of that 
Odin, whom the Saxons invoked with vows upon the Harz 
mountains for aid against Charlemagne's victorious arms, and 
whom they had to abjure on their subjugation. Did there still 
exist in oral tradition at this time any sagas and songs on 
Arminius, they were undoubtedly too much interwoven with 
heathen mythology not to have shared with it the same fate. 
Yet, from the whole bearing of historic records, they were 
indisputably heroic lays that Charlemagne collected ; but cer- 
tainly not from the heathen times must we look for their 
origin. That among the Franks in Roman Gkiul, suddenly 
converted to Christianity as they were, any peculiar poetry 
should have been developed, is improbable ; no trace at least 
of such is to be found during the whole period of the Mero- 
vingian dynasty. If then these lays were neither old Ger- 
manic and heathen, nor national Frankish popular poems, 
what else can we conclude them to have been, than those old 
Gothic hero-poems, of whose existence there are so many 
documentary proofs, and which, although in the later forms 
into which they were recast in the thirteenth century, are still 
preserved to us ? What else are they but the heroic lays that 
celebrate Attila and the last Burgurdian kings — the Gothio 
Theod(»*io and Odoacer — those priceless memorials of the 
German language and poetic spirit, which still exist under the 
flames of the ^* Nibelungen^Ued " and the ^^ Heldenbuch ;" the 
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memorials, that Bodmer first strove to resone from obliyion, 
that Leasing laboured criticallj to investigate and compre- 
hend, and whose high value and historical importance John 
Ton Miiller fully recognised, proceeded from these ancient 
sources ; poems which in their beautiful simplidty and heroio 
energy come nearer to the unapproachable Homer than any 
artificial imitations whatsoever. We may not possess these 
hero-poems in the forms in which they existed in Charle- 
magne's time, but the sagas on which they were founded, and 
lays of a similar purport taken from Gothic heroic story, were 
undoubtedly those which Charlemagne caused to be collected. 
We are fortunate in having preserved the echo at least of 
some of them, even if many have passed away for ever. 

Here wiU be the most appropriate place to make some 
additional notices on the heroic sagas of the Goths. 

The kingdoms founded by the Goths wore but of short 
duration; but their fame and their memory were long cherished 
by the German nations, not only in historical works, but in 
their sagas and poetry. The bold enterprises, the unexpected 
revolutions, ana high destinies, by which the history of the 
Goths is characterized, from the very foundation of their 
great monarchy that stretched from the Black Sea, deep into 
the heart of Germany, and from their settlement in the 
Roman empire down to their final downficd, appear to have 
given fresh impulse to the imagination, and to have animated 
with new strength the love of poetry peculiar to all the Ger- 
manic nations. The northern idolatry was retained only by 
the Goths in Sweden, while all their southern kinsmen had 
embraced Christianity. But if the names of the old gods 
had disappeared, yet the legends remained of spirits and of 
marvels, and the heroic life itself furnished matter enough 
for the heroic poem. It is immaterial whether the subjects of 
poetry belong to the present or to the past, provided only 
that in a life, or in a generation, imagination on the whole 
holds higher sway than the understanding. Then in that 
case is either kind of objects equally capable of exciting the 
imagination rather than the understanding, and of originating 
poetic sagas and conceptions. Even if Jomandes, the his' 
torian of the Goths, had not himself told us he had drawn a 
great part of his work from the Gothic heroic lays, and had 
merely translated them into Latin prose, we could readily 
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have inferred as much from the whole style and character of 
the book. Hence is. it unreasonable to waste so much critical 
blame upon the work^ which ought rather, if taken for what 
it really is, to be considered a most precious memorial and 
relic of the heroic sagas of Qerman antiquity. Attila's 
career especially, frightful indeed as it was, but yet fasci- 
nating for the imagination, appears to have yielded rich 
material to the hero-poems.. There still exists an old Latin 
poem on the revenge of his. last Burgundian bride ; at this 
period, and indeed throughout the middle age, sagas and 
legends were frequently transferred from the popular dialect 
into the more widely (tiffused Latin, the literary and written 
language of the time. The Hungarian chronicles also relate 
much respecting Attila, that belongs rather to the legendary 
than the historical, and that is to be classed with the German 
heroic poetry ; other fragments of the kind we pass over. It 
is not, therefore, a mere hypothesis that the *'*' Nibelungen- 
lied," and the ^^ Heldenbuch " are founded on older Gothic 
lays, but the &ct is proved and attested by testimonies and 
records of various kinds. 

The oldest monument of the German language that we 
now possess, the well-known Gothic translation of the Gospels 
attributed to Ulphilas, belongs to this period. Translations 
of Holy Writ^ especially of the Gospels, are the oldest me- 
moxialft of almost all modem languages, and particularly of 
the German dialects; a &ct quite incompatible with the 
opinion of those, who believe that in the middle ages every 
effort was made to withdraw the Scriptures from the people. 
For knowledge of manners, and for the history of mind, an 
heroic poem, in which for example the misfortunes of the 
aged Ermanaric, th& daring campaigns of many other princes, 
the history of the ancient royal house of the AmaJi, were 
celebrated, would be feur more instructive and more welcome 
than, these translations^ Even as it is, however, they are 
very important. Language is, after all, the best and truest 
reflection of the mode of thinking, of the state of mind, and 
of the degree of civilization among a people. When we 
oxamine closely this Gotbio dialect, identical (as appears 
from certain records) with that of the Ostrogoths in Italy ; 
when we perceive, on the strangeness of the first impression 
wearing o% and allowing for some foreign intermixture, that 
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it is the foandation of our present llbngnage; Inrhen we 
detect in the signification, the combination, and the deriyation 
of the words, in its beautiful and simple system of gramma- 
tical forms, and in its roots, a striking, a more than accidental 
similarity to the noblest and most polished languages of 
Europe and Asia — ^the Greek, the Persian, and the Indian 
— ^then is it scarcely possible for us to conceiye that the 
ancient Germans are to be put on a leyel with the American 
sayages or with the Caffres. And we can the less do so, as 
in the present day tho languages of those sayages haye b^en 
accurately described, and are sufficiently known to enable 
us to institute a comparison, and to oonyince ourselyes how 
great is the difference. It has been a subject of dispute 
whether this Gothic monument belongs to the Swedish lan- 
guage and antiquities, or to the German. In a certain 
sense this question is unanswerable. The Swedish, and the 
Scandinayian nations in general, were, originally, one and the 
same with the German. This monument belongs to the 
period when the Germans, migrating into more southern seats, 
were seyered from tho main stock; and this migration occa- 
sioned the rise of the German as a separate language, which 
(so to speak) is at once the sister and the daughter of the 
Scandinayian, or old Swedish. My meaning is this. Our 
German language is known to be a commixture of two yery 
different dialects, that of upper and that of lower Grermany; 
In the north the latter still predominates, in the country partsj 
as the language of the common people ; for seyeral centuries 
it has been no longer cultiyated or deyeloped, but in the 
judgment of all philologists it is the elder, original dialect. 
One branch only of this wide-spread dialect, the Dutch, has 
receiyed in modem times any high and special culture. The 
close relationship of Low-German to Scandinayian or old 
Swedish is well known, and is especially and strikingly 
yisible in the elder languages^ such as the Anglo-Saxon, and 
in such dialects as haye remained unmixed, as the Frisian. 
The Low-German dialect is a sister of the Scandinayian or 
old Swedish, but that of south or upper Germany is of later 
origin, and is not a sister, but a daughter of the latter. 

Great migrations, new settlements, a new climate, and^ 
consequent on all this, a change in all the relations of life^ 
produce so great an alteration in a language, that new 
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dialeots thereby spring up. When the Snabians and the 
Swiss, abandoning their former seats on the Baltic, settled in 
the south-west of Germany, as did the other Gothic tribes in 
the soath-east, then the German language began to arise as 
a peculiar dialect distinct from the Scandinavian. The intro- 
daction of many foreign, especially Latin, words stamped on 
it additional peculiarity. The language now in general lite- 
rary use, which we call High-German, is not a dialect, but 
has rather sprung out of the conuningling and mutual modi- 
fication of the two dialects we have spoken of. 

We have already mentioned a great name that is too im- 
portant in ancient German and northern history to be passed 
over in silence. All northern sagas and mythology proceed, 
as is known, from Odin. Although Odin, deified as he 
afterwards became, appears in the sagas to be a fiibulous 
being, yet it is undeniably certain that he was a real his- 
torical personage, and that he effected a great revolution in 
the condition of a large portion of the German nation and 
of the whole north. > Not only the oldest dynasty of the 
Danish and Swedish kings, the Skioldunger and Inglinger, 
were derived from Odin, but to him even the Christian 
Anglo-Saxon kings in Britain traced their origin. Both 
these traditions, quite independent of each other as they are, 
point to Saxony as Odin's chief seat ; there was he king, and 
thence did he move to the north to build Sigtuna, and to 
found a kingdom in Sweden. On subjecting these genealo* 
gical tables to a calculation based on the average duration of 
human life, they agree in placing Odin's life at a rather late 
period, in the third or even fourth century of our era. When 
later Icelandic historians, who were already fEimiliar with 
Koman history, bring him first out of Asia, from the 
Caucasus to SsLXony, and refer this event to the times of 
Mithridates, we can only see in this a futile attempt to con- 
nect the sagas of the north with Roman history. For the 
first immigration of the Germans this narrative would be 
much too late ; and for the real Odin, according to the above 
genealogical tables, much too early. In all historical proba- 
bility, Odin was a hero and king in northern Germany ; and 
at the same time, as the legend expressly states, a poet. As 
did Mahomet by the power of his eloquence and his sword, 
so did he also in the north, as a seer and hero, by the power 
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of his verse, oecome tbo founder of a new religious system 
and worship, or at least of one much altered and remodelled. 
Hence is it yery conceiyable that he was himself deified. 
But not until long after could this haye happened, that he 
became fully confounded with the supreme Qod of the 
ancient Germans, Woden, as in the Christian catechism 
for the newly-converted Saxons in the time of Charlemagne ho 
is expressly distinguished from Woden ; he is also described 
there as peculiarly belonging to the Saxon people. In what 
respect the mythology of Odin, which in Sweden long re- 
sisted the advance of Christianity, differed from the more 
ancient religion of the Gennans, it would be difficult to 
determine. On the whole, we see in both the existing 
mythological collections of the Icelanders the same worship 
of the spiri^ of nature, and the primary powers of nature, 
which prevailed in the earlier belief of the north. Yet 
the worship of water, fire, and the spirits of nature, may not 
perhaps have had so much spiritual significance among the 
older Germans. That all the details were not changed by 
Odin is the more certain, from the singular agreement of 
many individual traits with the Asiatic myths, and the con« 
ceptions of the ancient Persians and Indians. The most 
striking incident in the mythology of Odin is the saga re- 
specting Balder and his death. This young and beautiful 
deity, whom we may compare to Apollo, is by an unavoid- 
able destiny doomed to death ; all the benignant gods and 
spirits strive to save him ; he appears saved, when an acci- 
dent destroys all, and he can no longer escape his destined 
doom. The lament for Balder's death is one of the chief 
points in Odin's mythology, and reminds us of the wailing 
for Adonis on his being snatched from Venus, and of the 
mysterious funeral commemoration of Osiris. Thor's burly 
giant strength reminds us also of the Hercules of the Greeks, 
and Loke's malevolent cunning of the Arimanes of the Per- 
sians. If the later Edda of Sturleson gives us a short but 
full insight into the whole mythology of Odin, the earlier 
one of Saemund, consisting of fragmentary poems, character- 
ized by a mysterious, inspired, prophetic tone, gives us per- 
haps even m its very forms, an echo of those lays of the 
seers and prophetesses, with which the sacred groves of the 
German north often resounded. 
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As mucli as, or even more than, by his collections of olu 
Gothic poems, did Charlemagne by his yery life exert a 
general influence on the poetry and imagination of modem 
nations. As, when fifincy Is still vigorous, great, world-wide 
events, that leave nothing unchanged, usufdly bring about a 
new epoch in the general mode of thinking, in sagas and in 
poetry ; so did he himself even though his acts were recorded 
by contemporary and truthful historians, become, not long 
after his own times, a subject of poetry, and a fabulous per- 
sonage. It is surprising that in the poems of chivalry, of 
which he was the subject, and wbose origin is of considerable 
antiquity, he himself plays a very subordinate, almost inactive 
part. The Normans, whose romantic spirit first converted 
the real history of Charlemagne into a subject of poetic fiction, 
apparently conceived the energetic hero to rese^ible his suc- 
cessors, such as they found them, honoured, gorgeous, and well- 
meaning, yet far from independent, not unlike an eastern sultan. 

Many reasons may be assigned for the short duration of 
Charlemagne's Frankish empire. What had been forcibly 
united by the mind and the strength of an extraordinary 
man soon fell asunder when the powerful hand was with- 
drawn which held the whole together. Yet the weakness of 
his successors was not the only cause of the decline and 
dissolution of the empire. Several of them indeed were dis- 
tinguished by courage and understanding ; and never did the 
partitions ot the empire, and the disputes connected there- 
with, occasion such atrocities among them, as in the times of 
the Merovingian dynasty. On the whole, the same sound 
and wholesome principles of policy and moral life prevailed 
under his successors as under Charlemagne himself. Neither 
must we trace the downfal of the empire to the inroads of 
hostile nations alone ; for as soon as internal warfare ceased, 
as soon as the government acquired but a little power, neither 
the Normans could accomplish aught against isolated France, 
nor the Hungarians much against Germany, so that to break 
up the whole empire was utterly beyona their power. It 
has been often a subject of wonder that Charlemagne, to 
whom so much sound and deep policy is attributed, should 
himself have ordained the partition of the empire, for only 
by reason of the death of his other sons did it devolve entire 
upon Louis the Pious. There is sufficient ground to assume 
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that this partitioning did not depend altogether on Charle- 
magne's own choice, for it was constitutional, and an old 
Prankish custom connected with the feudal system. It is at 
least remarkahle, that among the Goths, to whom the feudal 
system prevalent among the Franks appears to hare heen but 
little known, partition of inheritances did not take place. 

Under the feudal institutions, if a younger son of the king, 
ou whom his father's love had beetowed eren but a few 
demesnes, were brave, liberal, and high-spirited, he could 
easily acquire so much consideration and power by the de* 
votedness of his vassals, that it would *be necessary to cede 
to him voluntarily what he might otherwise have attempted 
to obtain by force, and so have given rise to civil wars, that 
even a legal partition did not always prevent. It was in 
his conquests themselves we must seek the main cause why 
Charlemagne's empire, like Alexander's of old, fell asunder 
soon after his own time, and resolved into its natural ele* 
ments. By the very subjugation of all its northern districts, 
and its conversion to Christianity, did united Oermany — one 
in its language, manners, ancient union, and constitutions- 
become a very great power. As a mighty whole, it could no 
longer remain dependent on a distant ruler, as was before 
the case with some of its provinces. Germany's preponde^ 
rating strength was manifested in the fact, that after some 
fluctuations and several successive changes and partitions, the 
lovely central Rhineland, and the northern parts of ancient 
Lorraine, fell ultimatelv to the Germans ; while the southern 
part of the latter province became, under the ancient name of 
Burgundy, a new and independent kingdom, which was in 
after-times incorporated with the Germanic empire. These 
rich territories, so admirably adapted for cultivation. Bur- 
gundy, Lorraine, the Rhineland, and the Netherlands, had 
Charlemagne apparently destined to be even in future times 
the chief and central country of the whole empire ; and they 
might have become so, had the nations and the sovereigns 
been united. 

Even Italy, when the Lombard yoke had been broken by 
Charlemagne, when the Byzantine influence had been re- 
duced to a nullity, when her unity had been to a great 
extent restored by the removal of so many petty subdivisions 
—even Italy felt herself sufficiently strong to wish for inde* 
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pondence, although unable to accomplish her will. After 
Italy, France was the country the most enfeebled ; and the 
reason of this lay in its earlier corruption. On the other 
hand, the evident vigour which Germany displayed soon 
after Charlemagne's , death leads us to conjecture that the 
growth of her power had early manifested itself, and makes 
us better understand how Charlemagne came to set such high 
yalue upon Germany, and here more than elsewhere sought 
to extend and uphold his sway. 

In a general i&etch of whole generations and of great events, 
those personages only should find a place who have created an 
«poch, who have changed the aspect of the world, and whose 
life embodies a world — a whole age in itself. Such charac- 
ters are no longer to be found among the posterity of Charle- 
magne. Their destinies and their disputes, the frequent sepa- 
rations and reunions of France and Germany, serve only to 
fill up the intervening space between Charlemagne and the 
total severance of Fiance and Germany; when the latter 
country, having (reely elected a king, stood forth a distinct^ 
independent kingdom, and soon reached the summit of power. 
Now was brought about that great national union of all the 
Germanic peoples, which in earlier times had been often sought 
for in vain. From this period, from the elevation of King 
Conrad to the throne by the election of the whole nation, 
down to the emperor Rodolph the First, Germany was the 
mightiest state of Europe ; and scarcely can an example be 
found in history of a like, almost unbroken series of energetic 
heroes and great sovereigns, succeeding each other upon the 
throne, as in this great, free, and, for a time at least, firmly 
united elective empire. 
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OK THE GERMAN EMPIRE. 

The empire which Charlemagne founded, as a conqueror, 
was not of long duration ; but far more important in the his- 
tory of the world has been his part as a lawgiver. In this 
lespeot he accomplished much for France in particular, by 
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striving to restore her old Prankish constitution, to uphold the 
arridre-ban, to check the .undae ascendancy of the feadal no- 
bility by laws against hereditary succession ; in a word, to 
bring back the nobility, that fundamental power in the state^ 
as far as altered circumstances then allowed, to their origi- 
nal functions. Yet are all these measures of less importance 
to posterity, because in after-times all these relations were 
variously modified, and the measures Charlemagne adopted 
for these objects were enforced only during his lifetime, or at 
most during the brief period of his dynasty. But a lawgiver 
he was for all succeeding times, and for all western Europe, 
by the manner, more especially, in which he fixed the relations 
of church and state, and the bond of union which he formed 
between them. For centuries was this union the foundation 
of the constitution, and even when it was partially changed, 
it continued to exert the most decided influence even down to 
our own times. The constitution of the three estates and the 
political institutions of the middle age first received from 
Charlemagne a definite form, and the notion of a Christian 
confederacy of all the western nations appeared visibly and 
plainly to be the object to which the spirit of the age directed 
all its efibrts. Even under Charlemagne's predecessors a close 
and constant union was maintained between royalty and the 
church. Under the earlier Frankish kings the bishops 
already formed in the realm a separate estate ; they ,took 
part, like the dukes and counts, in afiairs of state, and in the 
public deliberations, and sat and voted in the Imperial Diets ; 
but chiefiy under Charlemagne did all this become a recog- 
nised principle, a part of the constitution, and obtain a de- 
finite form. Through him the clergy became an estate, which^ 
as a second member of the body politic, might serve as a 
counterpoise to the nobility. Among the Romans the church 
had grown up quite independently of the state, quite sepa- 
rately from it ; her internal institutions had been fully 
developed before she became predominant. Hence, even 
under the Christian emperors, church and state, Christianity 
and public life, remained quite distinct, some arbitrary inter- 
meddling excepted. But it was quite otherwise among the 
Germans ; when they still adhered to idolatry, they had no 
distinct priesthood, but all sacerdotal rights and duties were 
united and intermingled with the political institutions and the 

a 
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national concerns. The circumstance expressly mentioned by 
Tacitus, that the priest of the nation was elected by the assem- 
bled people, and the influence on the other hand exerted by the 
priesthood upon the national judicature and national affairs, 
would be sufficient to satisfy us of this. This fact easily accounts 
for a certain mingling of Ecclesiastical and <ayil affairs among 
the Ctermans after their conversion to Christianity; they 
feinkly incorporated Ohristianity with their whole political life, 
and conceded to it great influence on their public concerns. 

Eminently as Christianity was adapted to all nations, yet 
each, on first receiyingit, displayed its own peculiar character 
in the manner of the reception and in the direction given to 
it. His inborn melancholy and profoundness of feeling led 
the Egyptian as a hermit into the rudest deserts. The Greeks 
brought to religious subjects the dialectical acuteness so pecu- 
liar to them, and early enough also the contentiousness con- 
nected therewith. The Romans, of a more practical turn of 
mind, organized the ritual requisite for the Christian mysteries 
with becoming dignity, and instituted a most beautiful cere- 
monial ; and, as every society requires well-defined laws, they 
drew up with sagacity the rules of life necessary for the larger 
and smaller ecclesiastical and Christian societies. The Ger- 
mans, lastly, fought like true knights for the Christian faith^ 
when once they had embraced it, against its fanatical enemies. 
Moreover, instead of severing Christianity from life, as if care 
for eternity were a thing apart, they, with a full heartfelt 
sentiment of the priceless treasure they had acquired, gave a 
Christian organization to their whole domestic and public life, 
referring it to and basing it on the church. The effects of this 
•onion were soon manifested, and many examples, especially 
among the Franks, are found of that intermingling of eccle- 
siastiod and civil affairs which sprang from it. 

As the bishops took part in the Imperial Diets with the 
dukes and counts, so also were kings, dukes, and counts 
often present at the cynods and assemblies of the clergy. 
Christianity and the body politic^ church and state, were 
thoroughly united and interwoven. Charlemagne, who strovo 
to bring wusk the clergy, like the nobility, to their original 
functions, marked out and defined as fiir as possible the re- 
spective lines of demarcation between -civil and ecclesiastical 
f unctions, as in the imperial assemblies he divided the bishops 
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and the high nobility into two chambers. The dergy 'became 
thereby a peculiar order, a distinct member of the body 
politic ; in part united to the nobility, in part separate from it, 
sometimes co-operating with it, sometimes limiting its exdoslTe 
influence in many ways. The inner structure and organization 
of the state grew now more -compact ; but in order to judge cor- 
rectly of these institutions, and of the ideas whereon they were 
based, we must look back to all the circumstanoes and wants of 
those times. It is certain that the feudal and ministerial no- 
bility, at first the support and instrument of the xoyal power, 
now often threatened it with danger. Hence for the regular and 
uniform security of regal authority nothing was so necessary 
and desirable as a permanent counterpoise to the nobles, another 
estate equal to them inpowe^. The citizen-class scarcely existed 
as an estate, at least it was not sufficiently powerful or 
deyeloped, to constitute at this period a counter-balance of 
any importance to the nobility. It was not until long iafter- 
wards, that the class of burgesses was added to the two others 
as a third estate, which thereby completed the constitution of 
estates; its development was not a little accelerated and fur- 
thered by the ecclesiastical order, whose objects wore often 
distinct from the interests and the power of the nobility^ oi 
even in opposition to them. 

If the nobility, which at that time, from ceaseless wars and 
feuds, had become altogether military, seemed to contain in 
itself the concentrated strength of the nation, the intelligence 
of the latter, whether perpetuated from antiquity or recently 
reyiyed, was mainly to be found in the -clergy. These were 
the depositaries of all the^ Christian knowledge, literature, 
and civilization, derived from Rome, and which in numberless 
cases the state itself needed. Contrasted with the clergy, this 
Christian Roman element of the state and of civilization, the 
nobility may be regarded as the Germanic element of the then 
constitution, for they were the depositaries and guardians of the 
primitive German manners and maxims of honour and freedom. 
The class of nobles and warriors, as the concentred strength 
of the state, was identified with the particular state, with the 
particular nation, to which it belonged. But if ail Chris- 
tian nations were to be united into one great confederacy, into 
ono European republic, if one common bond were to embrace 
them all, it was indiepensable that in every state, togethet 
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with the national order, namely the nobility, another order 
should exist as a connecting link with the general body of 
Christian nations, and in order that the union might be strong 
and efficacious. These two estates and powers were in those 
times in many respects complementary of each other, and 
when Charlemagne (I name him because he created an 
epoch, as a legislator, although many of his predecessors had 
already acted before on the same principles, and many of his 
institutions were developed by one or other of his successors) 
based the constitution upon these two orders, upon their mutual 
need of each other, and on their living influences, he was not 
therein to be blamed. He felt himself great and powerful 
enough to leave free play to others, and to grant them power 
and honour within the limits assigned to them by nature and 
reason. Many of his institutions had undeniably no other 
object than that of confirming and extending the royal power ; 
but like many of his ancestors, he was also a man of the 
people. He not only left to the nobility their hereditary 
rights, but he sought also to infuse fresh life into this member 
of the old vigorous constitution, as likewise in an especial 
manner to elevate the clergy, well feeling the necessities of 
the time. A really vital power does not repose on the 
destruction of all free life around it ; rather will a ruler, of a 
powerful mind and a great soul, be stronger, the more life and 
free energy exist in the entire body politic. 

The essential mission of the ecclesiastical order to announce 
God to men, and to lead them to him, is in all times un- 
changeably tlie same ; but the external relation of that order 
can never be otherwise dependent on circumstances. This 
is often overlooked by those who demand that the clergy 
should be brought back to the condition of the primitive 
teachers of Christianity. If education is recognised as one of 
the chief objects of the clerical calling, then surely the educa- 
tion of nations, the softening of manners in warlike times by 
the cultivation of the land as well as of the mind, cannot 
be considered alien' to the ecclesiastical mission. For this 
end, power, influence, and wealth were necessary. Money 
wealth was at that period comparatively rare, hence it was 
chiefly landed property by which the clergy were enriched. 
They were thereby still more closely linked to the state, as the 
Qermanio constitution was chiefly Imsed upon landed property. 
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Independently of the larger endowments of kings and 
princes, several circumstances contributed to add to the 
landed property of the clergy. It was a thing required by the 
wants of the time, and all writers with one yoice proclaim 
how much the cultivation of the soil gained thereby, how 
many rugged and even desert tracts were reclaimed by the 
industry of monks, and converted into fertile fields. How- 
ever much individual ecclesiastics may have misused the 
wealth accumulated by so many donations, yet on the whole 
the clergy, from the ninth to the thirteenth century, are fully 
entitled to this praise. The Benedictine order in particular 
acquired in all Europe the twofold glory of having preserved 
the better part of the works and knowledge of antiquity for 
the cultivation of the mind, and of having everywhere tilled 
and embellished the soil. 

The quality of the protector of tho church was regarded 
throughout the middle age as the essential attribute of the 
emperor. With reference to that free confederacy of all 
civilized states and peoples, which is now as much desired as 
then, we need only translate this term into our modem poli- 
tical dialect', to perceive how morally and politically great was 
this idea of the empire, such as Charlemagne and the better 
German emperors, from Otho the Great to Rodolph of Haps- 
burg, had conceived and realized it in all their actions. If, in 
the course of time, it was not always practicable to maintain 
peaceful relations between church and state ; if, in tho con- 
tests between the German emperors and the Roman see, they 
often alternately and mutually destroyed each other's power ; 
yet, we must not on that account misjudge the great principle 
itself, for which men strove, nor the extraordinary energies of 
mind developed in the struggle. In modem times it has been 
sought to establish a free confederacy of all civilized states, 
and general equitable relations between them, in a very dif- 
ferent manner, by political artifice. We must not forget that 
the attainment of this object by such means has been often 
found quite as difficult, or even impracticable, as by means of 
the old imperial dignity and the Papal power. 

When the bishops had acquired so much influence in the 
state, when they had become estates of the realm, it naturally 
followed that the supreme bishop of Christendom should enter 
into new relations towards Christian states, which, though not 
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indeed necessarily arising from iiis ecclesiastical and spiritual 
functions, were yet by no means inconsistent with them. From, 
of old, and as early as the first centuries, the bishop of Rome 
was recognised as the first and chief bishop of Christendom ; 
that is to say, distinct testimony of his pre-eminence is to be 
found in those times, and this is recognised by learned Pro- 
testants themselves. The difference between them and Catho- 
lics consists herein, that Protestants, even when they do not 
assume, that that pre-eminence first arose at the time this testi- 
mony is found, yet consider it as something altogether acci- 
dental, unessential, or even injurious to religion ; whereas 
Catholics believe that this pre-eminence was expressly esta- 
blished by our Saviour, the founder of the church, and that 
this unity is inherent in the essence of Christianity. As to the 
extent ot the rights to which the chief bishop is entitled, dif- 
ferences of opinion have undoubtedly prevailed among the 
learned on the Catholic side. It may be difficult, indeed 
impossible, strictly to define beforehand in all cases the limits 
of this influence, and how far it should extend. This is the 
more the case, as one and the same question, under different cir- 
cumstances and at different times, may take a totally different 
form, and become something totally different Those who 
really and sincerely desire unity, will hardly ever come to a 
serious dispute upon that point — ^will never be in doubt as to 
where the centre of unity is to be found. But those who are 
bent upon discord, or violent encroachments, will at all times, 
among the countless multitude of earlier cases and examples 
that present themselves, easily find some plausible ground of 
right — ^some fact that testifies in their favour, although from 
difference of circumstances there may be no real analogy, and 
make this a cloak and apology for their designs. Troubles of 
this character the church and Christianity have experienced 
at almost all times more or less ; but often as they may have 
had the appearance of success, not one of them has ever 
effected the overthrow of that church. 

It is far from surprising that Charlemagne should have en- 
riched the Roman see with large endowments, laying thereby 
the foundation for the subsequent states of the church. Many 
reasons nmy be assigned for such a measure. Even in very 
early times, under the heathen emperors themselves, the Ro- 
tnan bishops possessed great wealtb, even in lands. This wealth 
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was not intended for personal expenditure ; but^ besides other 
ecclesiastical wants, was destined especiallj for the education 
and support of a large number of ecclesiastics, as well as for 
the expenses of their journeys either to propagate Christianity, 
or to keeep up the living communion of the church. In later 
times the Roman bishop possessed especially large demesnes in 
Naples and Sicily. When he was deprived of these by the 
Saracens and the Greeks, what was more natural, than that the 
Frankish conquerors should supply the loss to him by other 
districts? It was moreover a universal custom to make, 
especially in the remoter parts of the empire, such voluntary 
endowments an instrument of security. The especial circum- 
stance is also to be added, that the power of the Roman bishop, 
with whom the Lombards had long been at enmity,, eould con- 
tribute much to secure their new Italian conquests to the 
Franks. These are the political reasons which may be adduced 
for those endowments; subsequently, another consideration 
came to be added. It was not until liberated by Charlemagne 
from the oppression of the liombards and the Greeks, that the 
Roman see could again enforce its ancient claims, and rise 
with new dignity. Very willingly did Charlemagne co-ope- 
rate in restoring the ecclesiastical and spiritual authority of 
the. chief bishop to its fuU efficiency, as this appeared to him 
the fairest and most fitting means for reforming the church, and 
for reintroducing, as far as oircumstancos would allow, the 
severity of ancient discipline. A reformation was of the 
more pressing urgency, as it may have happened that seve*- 
ral bishops, from the increase of wealth and political influence, 
grew lax i^n their spiritual functions. Other emperors also, 
such as Henry the Third, contributed much to bring into 
activity the power of the Roman bishop as supreme head of the 
church. In earlier times, it was precisely the most powerful 
emperors who conceded most to the ecclesiastical authority. 
That not only tho state, but also the churchy might be governed 
with a symmetrical constitution, and with strict regularity, it 
seemed to them necessary, together with the aristocratio 
element of the ecclesiastical body, the episcopal power, to 
uphold also the monarchical authority of the universal and 
supreme head, and to render it efficacious. In proportion as 
the relations between church and state were unfolded, the 
different powers within the church were more developed. 
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' Especiallj important was the circnmstance, tliat the Roman 
bishop had so often to act as umpire in the most important 
affiiirs of Europe, particularly from the time of Charlemagne. 
As it had been the custom among Christians, even from the 
earliest times, to refer any diputes that might arise among 
themselyes to the decision of their bishop, as a voluntary 
ehosen umpire, it need not surprise us that now, when the 
bishops had become an order and a power in the state, the 
mighty ones — ^the kings and princes of Christendom — should 
have so often appealed to the first of all bishops as juflge ot 
their differences; for by the princes themselves was the 
head of the church first called upon to decide certain weighty 
matters of state, and generally to exert influence over the 
affairs of Europe. For this influence it is not necessary to 
seek especial grounds ; there was a general foundation laid for 
it in the partition of western Europe into several states, and 
by the division of the empire among the Carlovingians was 
this power of the pope decidedly increased. Whatever opi- 
nion we may form of the abuse, which some popes may have 
made of this influence in the aflsdrs of Europe, which however 
was wholly distinct from the essence of their spiritual supre- 
macy, yet we cannot deny, on examining closely the wants, 
the situation, and the spirit of those times, that ' it accom- 
plished much good ; that not seldom it protected the op- 
pressed cause of justice ; that often it was only the decided 
opinion of the people, the visibly predominant opinion of all 
good men, which by the interference of the spiritual power 
became articulate, and acquired weight and often even pre- 
ponderance. It seemed desirable and wholesome that even 
against the mightiest rulers one voice dared still be raised 
aloud for justice— a voice of which he should stand in awe, 
which he could not silence by mere force. The Papal power, 
like the Imperial, was a popular one ; the pope was the 
organ and umpire of the European republic, which was already 
felt to be a want, although it was not yet clearly set up as a 
distinct ideal. This contributed much to the peculiar cha- 
racter of European civilization ; for, by this very influence of 
tho popes, the European nations were placed in close com- 
munion, yet without losing their independence. Here, in fia.ct, 
was first manifested that ideal which is the foundation of the 
European system of states and nations — an ideal of a rightful 



ftAFID RISE OF GERHANT. 89 

union, of a free confederacj — ^which should embrace all nation)} 
and states of the ciyilized world, without sacrificing the unity, 
the free and peculiar national deyelopment of any individual 
people. We readily admit that this ideal was as little brought 
to full perfection in those ages as is ours in modem times. 
The relations between the church and the empire in tho middle 
age were indeed never altogether in harmony, nor was that, 
which the great and good on both sides aimed at, ever com- 
pletely realized. Still less can it be out intention to justify all 
the individual acts of the popes and emperors ; but, even of 
those that seem most blameworthy, we can rightly judge only, 
when we have conceived the idea which was at the bottom of 
all the political efforts of those days, and have placed ourselves 
in the midst of them. Rightly to trace this spirit of the 
earlier times, and to bring it vividly before our eyes, is my 
great object ; and if it is neither possible nor even advisable 
to suppress my own convictions in drawing a picture of this 
kind, yet I hope never to fail in the strictest justice towards 
those of opposite opinions. This justice is better taught by 
history than by anything else ; for history regards the great 
differences which divide the human race, not as subjects of 
dispute, but as events in the world, as the development and 
facts of the human mind ; the judgment becomes infinitely 
milder when it is habitually directed to great objects. 

Rarely has a state risen in so brief a space of time, and 
from such limited power, and so perilous a situation, to such a 
preponderance of strength, as Germany did daring the period 
from Conrad the First to Henry the Fourth, from the be^ 
ginning of the tenth to the middle of the eleventh century. 
But in this series of emperors, several can be named, such as 
Henry the First, Otho the Great, Conrad the Salian, 
and Henry the Third, who would have shone by the side of 
the most renowned conquerors of antiquity, had their aim 
been merely the aggrandizement of power. But as they 
rather sought the higher honour of governing and legislating 
according to law and custom, and of upholding order in 
Christendom, as well as the ancient freedom of their father- 
land, they were satisfied with moderately extending and 
strengthening their kingdom. Conrad was the first king 
elected by the five assembled German nations ; he, however, 
had not sufficient strength from his hereditary demesne to 
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enable him. to uphold the full dignity and consideration of 
the Germanic crown. On his death-bed he magnanimously 
recommended the princeS|. passing by his own house, to 
elect the most powerful of the German princes, Henry the 
Saxon. The old Germanic constitution as an elective king- 
dom has been censured, and all the evils have been cited 
usually attendant upon that, fona of government. Now 
every institution is good or evil according to the temper of 
the people and the. character of the times ; and in a country, 
in which such sentiments prevail as were evinced by Conrad 
the Franconian in that magnanimous action, an elective 
monarchy may well exist.. This whole succession of ener-* 
getic and great kings and emperors is the best justification 
of the elective form, based on the old Germanic constitution. 
It occurred, moreover, precisely at the time when the consti- 
tution began to pass from the elective to the hereditary form; 
for men were induced by the authority of a great emperor 
not to go out of hiJB house, and the son was elected even in 
the lifetime of the &ther. In this case, if a minority and a 
regency intervened, the empire, would appear in a weaker 
and more uncertain conditioBb At the commencement of the 
tenth century, a powerful^ energetic, and valiant warrior 
was required as lung of the Germans, for Germany was 
on almost all sides surrounded by enemies. In the west was 
a dispute with France in respect to Lorraine, Lotbaire's king- 
dom, part of that northern central region in which the 
Netherlands were included ; on the north and east the whole 
frontier was. engirdled by heathen and hostile peoples, the 
Danes and the various Sclavonic races. The Hungarians 
principally struck terror into all Europe. Their inroads 
into northern Italy, and into Germany as far as the Rhiue, 
were the more, devastating, as they were bent, not on con- 
quest, and on settling in the conquered territories, but merely 
on amassing booty, and then returning home. In a short 
space of time, even during the two reigns of Henry the 
First and Otho the Great, not only was Lorraine secured, the 
Danes overcome, the north-eastern frontier towards the Scla- 
vonic tribes gradually advanced, the incursions of the Hun- 
garians put ail end to by the battle of Merseburg, and tbat 
on the Lech, but even Italy and the imperial dignity were 
annexed to the kingdom. Germany was already, without 
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comparisoD, the most powerful state in Europe, eyen before 
Conrad the Second, by treaty with its last heirless king, had 
incorporated the kingdom of Burgundy, the whole southern 
part of the central region, including Savoy, Dauphin^, and 
Provence, into his German kingdom. The whole extent, 
however, of the power and influence of the emperors was by 
no means confined within these vast territories, stretching 
as they did from the Mediterranean to the Northern and 
Baltic seas. On the introduction of Christianity into Den-^ 
mark, Bohemia, Poland, and Hungary, this influence became 
very perceptible. The power of the German kings over 
these countries was sometimes greater, sometimes less ; and 
incorrect as any definition of it, according to the principles 
of modem Salic law would be^ yet the relations with the 
last-named lands will enable us to form an adequate con- 
ception of the authority in which the Germanic kingdom 
and the emperor stood. The relations with Hungary were 
the most remarkable and various. After the introduction of 
Christianity, the greatest progress was there visible in every 
branch of civilization ; for in King Stephen,^ who, as a wise 
sovereign and lawgiver, held the- like relation to his people 
that Alfred had done to his, Hungary possessed one of those 
rare men, who rise far above their age^ and who, for cen- 
turies, long influence and guide the progress of civilization* 
In this epoch, likewise, occurs the restoration of Austria as a 
Germanic province. The eastern provinces of the Danube^ 
inhabited at the era of the great northern migrations by 
Christian and Gothic tribes, the Herulians, Rugians, and 
Lombards, were subsequently conquered by non-German and 
heathen nations, without the German race, however, being 
exterminated. The Franks strove to extend the empire even 
further in this direction ; and by Charlemagne's conquests, 
which were pushed as far as the Raab^ Austria was again 
completely freed. Under the last weak Carlovingians, these 
eastern marches were once more lost ; and from that time it 
became impossible to ofier the least resistance to the inroads 
of the Hungarians. The Austrian Margraviate, however, 
restored by the Othos, flourished once more^ under the Baben- 
berger family, and soon surpassed the other German pro* 
vinces in blooming prosperity, trad^, and culture. 

After Germany had become an independent elective king^ 
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dom, each of the four principal German nations, the Franks, 
the Saxons, the Suabians, and the Bavarians, with the ex- 
ception of the latter, gave a dynasty to the state. Although 
the kingdom was an elective one, yet birth in the reigning 
house was an almost legally established claim for the succession ; 
primogeniture, however, did not prevail ; but a free election 
took pkce from among the several members of the reigning 
family. Even the succession of the eldest, if it was left 
with him, required the solemn confirmation of an election ; 
and on the extinction of a dynasty, the absolute right of 
election reverted in full force. Each of the three dynasties 
of the German kings and emperors, the Franconian, the 
Saxon, and the Suabian, lasted somewhat longer than a 
hundred years. They all resemble each other in this, that 
the great military heroes and energetic sovereigns of each 
dynasty appear chiefly among the earlier kings and em- 
perors; the later members, on the other hand, manifest a 
greater predisposition to refinement, and less energy, or at 
least an energy less severely disciplined, and less wisely 
applied, more irregular, more ungovernable. Thus Henry 
the First and Otho the Great were the heroes of the Saxon 
royal line ; the two last Othos were distinguished for their 
&mily connection with the Greek imperial house, and by 
their predilection for southern magnificence and refinement. 
They even copied the ceremonial of the Byzantine court, 
and they may have conceived the idea possible of reesta- 
blishing the seat of empire at Rome. The first emperors of 
the Franconian dynasty, Conrad the Salian, and Henry the 
Third, were perhaps the most powerful and fortunate em- 
perors that Germany ever had. The weakness and the 
ungovernable character of their successors contributed much 
to distract the empire by the great contest with the church, 
although the motives for such a contest had already long 
existed, and the struggle itself was inevitable. Among the 
sovereigns of the Suabian dynasty, Frederick the First, a 
stem ruler, and a formidable, if not always successful, warrior, 
shows how great and powerful an emperor even at that timo 
was and might be. Frederick the Second, though perhaps 
superior in refinement and boldness of intellect to all pre- 
ceding emperors, indeed to all the sovereigns of tho middle 
age, yet, by the profligate employment he made of his great 
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gifts, brought about the destruction of the German kingdom 
and empire, such as it had existed in the middle age under 
the three above-named dynasties. Rodolph of Hapsbnrg, 
and after him Maximilian, restored it, indeed, but the former 
under a yery different form. Thus in all three dynasties 
was exhibited a like progressive or declining movement from 
energy to weakness, from a severe and regular system of 
government to a state of license and anarchy. 

All these dynasties alike placed their highest glory in 
possessing the imperial dignity, and in elevating it to a 
pinnacle of splendour. Frederick the Second was the first, 
who seems to have undervalued a dignity hitherto esteemed 
the highest of all earthly dignities. We may add, that in 
the system of policy of the three dynasties, there was a 
material difference in the direction of their conquests. The 
Saxon emperors bent their energies against the hostile nations 
on the north and east, and laid thereby the foundations for 
the strength and greatness of the empire. In Italy they 
sought fame rather than sovereign possessions ; in Germany 
itself they ruled with^ magnanimity and mildness. The 
Franconian emperors evidently aimed at unlimited power. 
Not that they sought to put down the freedom of the people, 
to wrest their rights from the lesser nobility, or to discourage 
the rise of the cities ; but undoubtedly they had the evident 
intention of rendering the empire absolutely hereditary, of 
abolishing the peculiar rights of the different German states, 
of extending in every way the regal power, and perhaps even 
they cherished the remoter plan of incorporating the great 
duchies with the crown. Their system of policy, thus 
directed to the aggrandizement of power, as soon as it was 
unwisely applied, laid the foundation for that contest with 
the church, in which they were first involved. This 
contest concerned the respective claims of the emperor 
and the Roman see upon the ecclesiastical princes, whose 
dependence on their temporal superior these emperors ex- 
acted with as much strictness and jealousy as they showed 
in the exercise of any other of their royal rights. They 
appear, moreover, to have sought to obtain especial influence 
over the church itself. No emperor before or after him 
possessed so much of this sort of influence as Henry the 
Third ; and although he made a good use of it, yet it was 
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natarally calcolated to bring about a reaction. The Saabian 
emperors finally neglected, not only the earlier acquisitions 
and claims in the countries both north, west, and east of the 
empire, but even Germany itself and their imperial mission, 
in order to become the absolute rulers JEind monarchs of the 
beautiful Hesperian peninsula. In their time the contest 
between the church and the empire assumed a totally dif- 
ferent character, as the temporal interests of the independence 
or the subjection of Italy became involyed in it. With 
regard to the acquisitions by conquest, those of the Saxon 
emperors were the most important, the most necessary for the 
preservation of the state, and the most advantageous for the 
growth of its true power. It has been doubted whether the 
incorporation of the kingdom of Burgundy with that of 
Germany made any important addition to the true power of 
the latter, since this sovereignty in Burgundy was not of 
sufficient duration for the two countries to become thoroughly 
united, and it is easy to see how loosely even Lorraine hung 
to the empire. At least, however, the western frontiers were 
secured by this acquisition, for even at that time France 
could easily have become a most dangerous rival and neigh- 
bour to Gennany. 

In like manner, modem historians are almost unanimously 
of opinion that the connection with Italy, and even the 
imperial dignity, was injurious to Germany. It may indeed 
be admitted that the German kings, in the succeeding times, 
would have been more powerful, if the state had extended 
its conquests in other directions, or if the kings had applied 
their energies to the acquisition of unlimited power. But to 
civilization this connection was undoubtedly advantageous. 
Italy might likewise have been secured, if the earliest empe- 
rors had resided in it more, especially in the northern pro- 
vinces, and had incorporated these more closely with Ger- 
many. Under the Suabian emperors this was too late ; and 
by the acquisition of Sicily, not only the house of Suabia, but 
the imperial authority itself, whoUy forfeited the affections of 
the Its^ians, who then apprehended utter subjugation. 

Despite all these limitations, the power of the empire 
under the more vigorous emperors was very great. It in- 
•duded all Germany, together with Switzerland and Holland, 
northern Italy, and the eastern provinces of France. It 
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exerted an often rerj palpable inflaemse on Denmark, 
Poland, and Hnngary ; and possessed an altogether incal- 
culable power and grandenr in the opinion and belief of all 
European nations. 

Before I proceed to give a picture of Europe in general at 
the period of the erodes, the internal condition and the 
internal constitution of Germany demand our attentive 'con- 
sideration. This is the more requisite, as, in the historical 
representations of that tim^ the German king is generally 
forgotten in the Roman emperor, or at least not Bufficiently 
noticed. This remarkable constitution undoubtedly desenres 
a most careful examination, censured although it be by 
modem writers, to whom this variety and free co-operation 
of powers, as manifested in the institutions of the several 
estates, and their mutual relations, appears too complex, and 
as a mere state of anarchy. These historians desire but one 
thing in a state, have that alone before theiir eyes in writing 
its history, namely, the progressive increase and tsonsolidation 
of unlimited power and sovereignty. 

Five nations assembled at the election of the first German / 
king — the Franks, Saxons, Suabians, Bavarians, and Thu-i 
ringians; of these, the Franks chiefly occupied the middle 
provinces of the Rhine, together with the greater part of \ 
Hesse, and the districts on the Main. These Frankish pro- 
vinces of tbe Rhine, as they were the principal abode of 
Charlemagne, and especially favoured by him, had speedily 
excelled all the other German lands in refinement. Saxony, 
however, which at that time constituted all northern Ger- 
many, quickly rivalled Franconia in this respect. This 
arose from the influence of the emperors of the Saxon race, 
from the authority which the nation and- the country thereby 
acquired, and from the effect produced by their habitual 
residence in the country. The duke of Saxony was more 
powerful than the duke of Franconia, partly because his 
territories were more extensive, and partly because there the 
ducal power was not so much circumscribed by great bishop- 
rics as it was in the Rhenish provinces. Suabia, including 
Alsace and Switzerland, retained the most traces of the 
primitive Germanic constitution, and that alone would entitle 
it to the most attentive consideration. The old Gennanip 
class of freemen, which had almost everywhere else become 
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extinct through the ever-groWing ascendancy of the feudal 
system, was longer preserved in its primitive equality, par- 
tially at least, and as an isolated remnant of antiquity, on 
the Soabian soil, and more perfectly still in the Swiss 
mountains, than in any other province of Germany. In 
Rhenish Franconia, the new constitution, such as it had 
been newly moulded and developed in the great Carlovingian 
empire, and its chief province, paturally predominated. In 
Saxony, doubtless, many of the ancient institutions fell to 
the ground at the conquest by which it was annexed to the 
empire. In the Saxon provinces, moreover, the incorporation 
of so many Sclavonic localities and tribes was undoubtedly 
injurious to the old free Germanic constitution. 

The Germans of this period have been reproached with 
oppressing and harshly treating the Sola vonians ; and in- 
deed with regard to the wars, waged as they were with 
obstinacy and animosity, the reproach may be well founded. 
As to the effects, however, of those wars on subsequent times, 
we may triumphantly refer to the flourishing prosperity of so 
many provinces in north Germany, which were originally 
Sclavonic, but had become wholly or partially Germanized by 
German conquerors and colonists, as contrasted with other 
provinces which had retained throughout the old Sclavonian 
constitution. Among the Sclavonians the separation between 
nobles and non-nobles was originally far stricter, the relations 
of the former to the latter infinitely more oppressive. There 
is no trace of the original existence of a class of freemen 
among the Sclavonians as among the Germans. Of tho in- 
ternal strength, prosperity, and populousness of Germany at 
that time, these wide-spread German settlements in countries 
tliat were before Sclavonian, such as Brandenburg, ^eissein, 
and Silesia, are calculated to give us a high idea. Mere 
conquest, without subsequent colonization, could never have 
accomplished so much. To this must be added the vast 
Armies that left Germany for Italy and for the crusades. 
The incorporation of Sclavonian provinces and tribes, how- 
ever, had incontestably an injurious influence on the Ger- 
manic constitution. From two ades influences hostile to the 
ancient freedom now acted on Germany. On the one side, 
the new Frankish feudal spirit, before which the order of 
freemen gradually disappeared; on the other, the harsh 
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nppnmmm of tlie Doo-DoUe, mfree cbn wiath tlie SdaTonims 
introdaeed. On the other hmod, in the ^ee of the sndent 
Older of freenen, the new mder of hmgcases miose in eonafr^ ; 
qnenee of the incrawing niimb» and population of the cities ; ; 
it increased in power and ri^ts, till at last it hecame a third \ 
memher of the eonstitntion, and thos completed the stmetnre i 
of the bodj peptic The emperois fostered and in ereiy waj I 
Inithered the rise of this third estate. This policjr was not 
onlj repaired hj their interest, in order to cstshliiih acoanler- 
poise to the excesaire power of the princes, hot resulted fnm 
the Teiy natnre of thor dignitj. The power of the Genaan 
e nipe i oi and king was a popular power, and r eposed entir^j 
npim the foree of pahlic opinion, upon &ith in the loftaaess 
of the Imperial oflke, apon reneration for its sanctitj. 
Hence was an emperor of strong mind, eren without large 
fomilj demesnes, almost all-poweifaL Otho the Great coidl 
eren grant awaj his dodij on heeoming emperor, without 
detriment to his might as soTereign ; and, in after-times, the 
power of Frederick the First was bejond all pn^Kniion to the 
extent of his hereditaiy demesne s , Utterij impotent, how- 
erer, was the €}ennan imperial and rojal digni^, if the bearer 
of it were penonallj incapaUe of upholding it. Mudi of the 
old Germanic freedom existed in the then constitution, 
although in a totallj different and new fonn. Each of the 
^re aboTe-named nations constituted a dudi j. Sazonj and 
Franconia existed as such eren at the estabUdiment ci the 
Grerman kingdom ; Snabia and Bararia woe added soon after ; 
Thuringia, a remnant only of the former rather considerable 
Grothic kingdom of the same name, whidi was OTothrown bj 
the Franks, was proportioDatdj not so strong; Lorraine, 
which was afterwards added as a axth dneh j and nation, bj 
reason of its flnctDating relations with Fiance, as well as its 
remoteness, did not acquire such actire influence as the other 
principal nations and members of the Germanic kingdom, 
such as the Franks, Saxons, SnabJins, and BaTarians. Some 
jealouBj, it must be admitted, arose, eqiedally between the 
Saxons and Franks, as also between the differeut German 
nations, whose diyerritj of cluaacter eren jet, after so long 
and intimate a unicm, has not altogether disi^ypeared. But 
were freedom well possible without some jealouaj ? Man j of 
the feuds of this time^ it is dearij erident, were carried on. 
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as were often the wars in tlie middle age, more like chivalrous 
single combats than with the rancour of civil or national 
wars. Such rancour was rarely exhibited in the earlier 
period ; but, from the reign of the unhappy Henry the Fourth, 
it broke oiit more and more in the contests of the Guelphs 
and Ghibellines. 

The dukes were no longer elected by the people, as in the 
primitive times, but were uominated or confirmed by the 
king as Lord Paramount. The dukedom, notwithstanding, 
was a peculiar national dignity, instituted for the defence and 
protection of the rights and liberties of the individual nation ; 
in like manner as to the king was committed the care of the 
entire realm. Easy as it was for the powerful German kings 
to institute or depose the dukes, often as they gave away 
these dignities to tiieir nearest relatives, yet we may perceive 
that even the most powerful emperors, even those who aimed 
at absolute sovereignty, shrunk from formally annexing a 
lapsed dukedom to the crown. Hence we may infer that the 
independence of the duchies was considered a principle of the 
constitution. One of the many advantages of the elective 
system was, that no partition of the empire, which else might 
have been scarcely avoidable, could take place. The essential 
distinctions between the then existing constitution and the 
more ancient one may be thus summed up. The nobility had 
become much more powerful and dominant, but the duke and 
the king protected each his own people ; the latter, as well as 
the bishops, favoured the towns in particular, in which a new 
third estate was rising up, and soon also a new civilization 
began to flourish. All the elements, indeed, of a happy con- 
stitution existed in the kingdom ; but if these elements were 
not altogether harmonized — if these germs of a good consti- 
tution were never fully matured — the cause is to be sought for 
in those vehement conunotions, which shortly afterwards con- 
vulsed all Europe, and swept the nations irresistibly along in 
their course. The towns and their flourishing prosperity furnish 
a fresh proof of the vast internal strength of Germany at this 
period. No individual city, indeed, attained to the grandeur 
of some of the Italian cities, (and this, in the proximity of the 
royal throne, was scarcely possible) ; but in the vast number 
of her cities, that were yet very populous, flourishing, and 
wealthy, Germany surpassed even Italy herself. The autho- 
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rity of the dakes was undoubtedly au obstacle to the attain- 
ment of absolute sovereignty on the part of the kings. Hence 
it is yery probable that the latter readily sought to augment 
the power of the bishops, and rused them to the rank of real 
ecclesiastical princes, in order to balance the excessive power of 
the temporal princes. As early as at the election of Conrad 
the Second, we find, beside the chief nations, mention made of 
the principal bishops, particularly of the three Rhenish arch- 
bishops, as voting at the election. 

But it was predsely from this quarter that a violent tem- 
pest now menaced Germany. It was the political power of 
the bishops, who had been raised to the dignity of princes, 
and their double relation to the church and to the state, so 
difficult to be reconciled, that occasioned the contest between 
the imperial throne and the Roman see, that endured for a 
century and a half^ that involved Italy and Germany in the 
countless feuds of the Guelphs and Ghibellines, and that 
finally terminated by depriving the imperial dignity of its 
strength and ancient authority (till it was restored by Ro- 
dolph's energetic love of justice), and by rendering the head 
of the church outwardly a dependant on a foreign state. 
The contest from the very beginning was the fiercer, from its 
occurring in the reign of Henry the Fourth, an emperor of a 
character as violent and passionate, as it was weak. His 
long reign was so utterly unsystematic and confused in policy, 
that it appears more like a prolonged minority^ and often 
even like an interregnum. On the other side stood a man, 
Gregory the Seventh, to whom, even his enemies confess, 
both for energy and strength of character, few can be found 
equal in history. The dispute related more immediately 
to the twofold dependence of the bishops upon the churcn 
and the state, and was in a certain sense irreconcilable, 
as neither the king could or would surrender his feudal rights 
to ecclesiastical princes as such, nor the church on her part 
renounce the desire, that the bishops should above all, and 
before all, be churchmen. This was the real subject of dis- 
pute, and not merely this or that outward formality. Hence 
when peace was finally established, the terms of it were such 
as are usual in irreconcilable disputes ; neither party attains 
entirely its object, and an indecisive middle state is formally 
adopted, and is accepted as a real decision. However neces- 

H 2 
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jsary and advantageous to the state the power of the clergy 
as an order, and their participation in the legislatiye and 
deliberative assemblies of the empire might be, — little incom- 
patible, too, as was this relation with their spiritual mission, 
yet the case was very different as to their feudal relations, at 
least such as these were conceived at that period. Even in 
earlier times bishops had been drawn into the field, and had 
grasped the sword instead of the pastoral staff, because they 
had acquired and possessed lands, to which military service 
was attached as a feudal duty. Laws had been enacted 
against this abuse, as early as the times of the Frankish and 
Garlovingian kings. Now that, partly from pious zeal, partly 
from political motives, so much landed property was placed 
in the hands of the clergy, great nobles and princes, whose 
position gave them influence in the nomination to an eccle- 
siastical dignity, and especially the kings, sought to indemnify 
themselves by secretly or even publicly selling these offices 
and dignities. Tbis was not only a scandal, contrary to the 
express laws of the church, recognised by the state itself, 
but we may well believe it to have much contributed to 
weaken and relax all legal and moral ties. This abuse it 
was, which Gregory the Seventh sought chiefly to put an 
end to. In the time of the powerful emperor Henry the 
Third, and supported by him, the German popes, who were 
Gregory's immediate successors, and acted under his in- 
fluence, had already commenced the reform of that unworthy 
system of selling episcopal dignities. Gregory sought to 
strike at the root* of the evil. It cannot perhaps be denied, 
that he entertained the design of rendering the church 
wholly free and independent of the temporal power, which, 
especially in the times immediately preceding him, had cer- 
tainly exercised a very injurious influence upon ecclesiastical 
discipline. If Gregory the Seventh interfered in German 
affairs, he was called upon and appealed to by the princes 
and nations themselves, just as centuries before in the Garlo- 
vingian times, in similar cases, the chief bishop was con- 
sidered the natural umpire in cases of dispute. If we 
judge of this occurrence according to the manners, the 
dominant ideas, and the public law of that era, and not of 
our own, any surprise we may at first feel will then dis- 
appear. This extraordinary man has had the fate of all 
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great reformers, to be either passionately applauded or pas- 
sionately censured. That he was a man of heroic strength 
and will, and of the most oomprehensive understanding, is 
now admitted even by those who utterly condemn his pnnci- 
ples. They confess also that he was a true reformer of the 
church, at least as regards morality, and of the constitution 
according to the undoubted laws and principles of the time ; 
and further, that his own morals wOre severe and irreproach- 
able. Of unbounded ambition alone is he accused. If he 
were not even wholly free from this, yet his was no petty 
love of dominion, but that noble ambition, without which no 
distinguished man, filled with a great idea, will be found, 
whenever he finds himself in a position to carry out and 
realize the great all-powerful idea, that has penetrated his 
inmost soul, and at the sacrifice of every external advantage, 
to work by his mind powerfully upon his contemporaries and 
upon all posterity. Gregory undoubtedly regarded himself 
as the appointed champion of the independence and reforma- 
tion of the church. He foresaw that the general hatred 
and persecution, not only of the princes, but even of a great 
part of the clergy, might be his only reward ; and several 
express intimations to this effect are found in his confidential 
letters. Many historians have even remarked that he would 
scarcely have escaped a violent end, if he had not died at the 
right moment a natural death. 

How little a merely selfish state-policy lay at the bottom 
of this unhappy contest between the head of the church and 
the emperor, is strikingly exemplified by the proposal of a 
later pope. He proposed, namely, that if the emperor in- 
sisted inexorably on the feudal dependence of bishops and 
ecclesiastics, he should rather take back their lands and 
retiun them for himself. If the emperors could or would 
have agreed to this offer, their power might have been easily 
doubled or trebled, and it would have been the readiest 
means of restoring peace. That the proposal was not meant 
in earnest, I cannot convince myself, because under certain 
conditions it might have been practicable, and the pope as 
well as the emperor, if they had been reconciled on those 
terms, would have each been the gainer thereby. The dis- 
pute for priority between the two powers was on the whole 
irreconciLEhble, since both parties were in the right. Popes had 
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often been chosen by the influence of the emperors, and often 
bad the popes adjudged and decided on wbom the imperial 
dignity was to devolve ; yet neither had ever been recognised 
by the respective parties as a right of the other. The right 
of a formal recognition, and the confirmation it involved, of 
the emperors by the popes, and of the popes by the em- 
perors, was confirmed by so many precedents, that it was not 
a matter of doubt. No injurious consequences would follow 
from it as long as concord existed between the two powers. 
Whenever an emperor refused to recognise a pope, or a pope 
an emperor, such refusal occurred in cases only in which the 
nature of the matter itself, the notorious invalidity of the 
election, and the voice of the nation and the church, had 
already pronounced a decision. But now that the unhappy 
dispute had once commenced, who was to heal it, who to 
decide, who should be judge between the holy f&ther, the 
head of the church, the mouthpiece and the umpire of the 
European republic, and the emperor, who as the first of all 
kings, as the recognised lord paramount of many of them, as 
the protector of all Christendom, and the universal defender 
of justice and freedom, personified the highest earthly au- 
thority ? The contest could scarcely have had any other issue 
than what it actually had ; both parties were forced to retire 
within narrower limits. The pope remained little more than 
spiritual head of the church ; the emperor merely the first 
and greatest king. Both lost by the contest the greater part 
of that influence in the European republic, which had been 
so beneficial to the common weal, and to the cause of civi- 
lization, and which might have become much more so in the 
sequel. Thus, neither Rome nor the empire were any longer 
the central point of Europe, as it was their mission to be ; nor 
did they retain even that degree of infiuence which for a time 
they had possessed. It was now, when a fully organized 
confederacy of states could no longer be established among 
the Christian nations of Europe, that a third institution arose 
and was developed, which served as a new and very beneficial 
link to bind them together, at least by common principles, 
customs, and sentiments of honour, i^ection, and refine- 
ment. 

With the Papacy and the imperial dignity, chivalry con- 
stituted the third power of the middle age, ana that power was 
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not merely national, but unirersal and European. The germ 
of it lay eyen in the primitive Ghrmanic constitution ; its deve- 
lopment was especisdly promoted by the crusades. To form 
a vivid idea of the mode of life in the middle age, we must 
above all enter into the spirit of chivalry. But even in the 
history of the political constitution it creates an epoch, as a 
new and very remarkable form of nobility ; for as the nobi- 
lity is thQ first of the fundamental powers of the state, each 
new form it may assume involves a change in the constitu^ 
tion, a new epoch in its development. After the old Ger- 
manic martial and popular nobility had passed into a feudal 
and ministerial aristocracy, this new form of nobility, chivalry, 
imparted to this institution a far higher, nobler, and holier 
stamp and significance, which will indeed alwavs remain one 
of the most pleasing phenomena in the history of the world. 

The development of chivalry and the history of the cru- 
sades were much influenced by the romantic spirit of the 
Normans. Their history connects the two great European 
events of the middle age : the first northern migrations, and 
the crusades. On the coasts of France, where they conquered 
that loveliest and most fertile province of the whole conn- 
try, which still bears their name, and then in England, 
Italy, and Sicily, and finally in Asia, they were the last 
northern emigrants, who settled by force of arms in southern 
regions. Their conquest of England was accompanied by an 
immigration of the conquering nation; and hence was the 
cause of universal change in its language, manners, and con* 
stitution, and the origin of the long connection and the long 
warfare that subsisted between England and France in the 
middle age. Together with Christianity, the first Norman 
conquerors in France soon adopted the new Romanic, or as 
it might already be called, French language; but in mind 
and manners they retained their individuality throughout the 
whole of the middle age, so that at that time Normans and 
French, even when speaking the same language, must be by 
no means regarded as one, but as two very distinct nations. 
The Normans were chiefly characterized by the romantic 
enthusiasm of mind, which displays itself even in the character 
of their conquests. Their love of poetry and their romantic 
turn of mind they may have brought with them from their 
old northern homes. This spirit they certainly did not first 
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acquire in France; rather throngli them did the genius of 
chivalry become prevalent in France in particular, as well as 
in Europe in general. Bold mariners as they first appeared, 
they ever retained that love of adventure, which spurred them 
on to distant enterprises and conquests, which, to the eye of 
cool calculation, might perhaps have appeared impracticable. 
They thus succeeded in establishing themselves in the southern 
and most lovely regions of Italy, in Naples and Sicily, where 
they were at first favoured by the emperors as a military 
class of landowners, capable of offering resistance to the 
Greeks and Saracens. They afterwards became the feudatories 
of the pope. Dependency on the latter was not so irksome 
to them as on a powerful emperor. . To the Roman see they 
brought this advantage, that a large military state in Italy 
was henceforward devoted to it, and hostile to the pre- 
ponderating influence of the emperors, until this Norman 
kingdom of Naples and Sicily devolved by marriage on the 
imperial house of Suabia. This event, by the threatening 
and now apparently imminent danger of the total subjugation 
of Italy, inflamed and exasperated still more the contests of 
the Gnelphs and Ghibellines. 

From their daring character and love of adventure, the 
Normans were especially adapted and called on to take part 
in the crusades. Thus their history connects the early 
northern migrations and the crusades, and forms the transition 
and link between them. The result of the crusades would 
have been more fortunate, if they had from the first assumed 
more the character of a migration, if the first conquests had 
been followed up by a permanent and suitably organized 
colonization. To form a correct judgment of this great enter- 
prise, we must not forget that at that time, before the fcinati- 
dsm of the Mahometans had been mitigated by a long inter- 
course with Europeans, one universal, uninterrupted state 
of warfare subsisted, and necessarily so, between Christian 
and Mahometan peoples and states. Had some European 
colonies been not only founded, but successfully maintained, 
in western Asia, this would have been the best bulwark for 
Europe against the East. It would then never have been 
possible for the Turks to establish an empire in Europe, to 
conquer or ravage so many flourishing Christian countries, 
especially Hungary and Austria, and to strike terror even 



PILGRIMAGES TO THE HOLY SEPULCHRE. 105 

into Italy and Germany. Bat to introdaoe a European 
civilization once more into western Asia, as was before 
accomplished by the Greeks, it would have been necessary to 
secure other countries upon the coast, and not to direct 
attention, as happened at first, exclusively to Jerusalem. 
Above all, from the very beginning, the Greek empire, 
whose double policy was the chief cause of misfortune, should 
have been drawn into the system of European nations and 
states. When the Latin empire was afterwards established 
at Constantinople, this was already too late. 

That it was a necessity for Europe, with its growing popu- 
lation, to disburden itself of a portion of it, is evident from 
the history of this whole period. Besides the causes above 
cited, to want of unity must it be attributed that such 
gigantic forces were ill applied, were for the most part 
wasted, and turned to mutual destruction. But if permanent 
European colonies did not flourish in Asia as in after-times in 
America, still both the beneficial and the injurious Influence of 
the crusades upon the civilization, morals, and constitution 
of Europe was not less considerable than that, which India 
and America have exercised in modem times, and which 
is still so perceptible. 



LECTURE VIII. 



ON THE CRUSADES. 



In the description of pilgrimages to the promised land, we 
remark that it was at first chiefly enthusiastic devotion that led 
the pious pilgrims to the Holy Sepulchre ; many afterwards 
engaged in these undertakings from a desire of encountering rare 
adventures, and for the sake of boasting of their achievements 
when they had happily returned home ; and others again, more 
worldly minded, began to traffic in the treasures they brought 
back from the East, and many individuals, tempted by these 
riches, were drawn into the enterprise. And thus also did it 
happen on the whole with those great armed pilgrimages, the 
Crusades, according to their different epochs, and according to 
the more distinguished characters that took part in them. 
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The first expedition under the pious Godfrej de Bouillon was 
wholly the work of enthusiasm and devotion ; hence its ener- 
gies were the most irresistible, and it was crowned with 
success. In the succeeding periods, and especiallj in the 
heroic struggle between the lion-hearted Richard and the 
chivalrous Saladin, the original object was already more lost 
sight of; and the romantic spirit evinced in the quest of martial 
glory and adventure became the moving spring of all nations. 
Afterwards, when the Crusaders acted more systematically, 
when the Grecian empire was latinized, and it was perceived 
that to maintain Palestine iu safety, Egypt must first be 
won ; when in St. Louis the flame of holy enthusiasm once 
more broke forth, then was that first genuine energy already 
extinguished, which alone was competent to accomplish enter- 
prises so vast and so wholly new, whose success was so impro- 
bable according to the ordinary course of things, and even 
verged on the imposdble. At last it was only the maritime 
powers of Italy, and especially the great commercial state of 
Venice, that preserved for any length of time a few of the 
possessions so painfully acquired, and obtained any consider- 
able advantage. How ouen is such the course of human 
events ! A great idea, a powerful sentiment, seizes on the mind, 
and suddenly carries whole generations, as it does individual 
men, far beyond all the limits of custom, yea, over the greatest 
and apparently the most insurmountable obstacles. But when 
the object is attained^ however, and when desire so quickly 
gratified grows cool in the possession of it ; when the object 
itself is forgotten in the efforts to attain it, then the excited 
mind will still delight in the feeling of its own activity, will 
sport with danger, and squander noble energies away till at 
last those powers prey upon themselves, and then a dexterous 
use of outward success, for the sake of immediate profit and 
gain, is gradually substituted, — an inunediate profit, which so 
often deceives the calculator s hasty glance and terminates in 
loss. 

Among the multitude of extraordinary characters and heroes 
that the history of this time presents, not one perhaps is so well 
adapted to display the full force of the chivalrous spirit then 
prevailing, and to show how even the king was forgotten in 
the knight, as the character of King Richard Cceur de Lion. 
His heroic deeds bordering on the marvellous, his perilous 
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return homewards, his imprisonment, and misfortunes, which' 
yet could not tame his lion-like courage, interest our sym- 
pathies ; although, as we may easily suppose, a life so chi- 
valrous and stormy was but ill adapted to a careful and syste- 
matic government of his kingdom. Characters like this, or 
even like Godfrey's, and other chivalrous heroes of the 
Crusades, inspired by devotion, are fitter to be grasped by a 
Tasso's fancy, and to be set forth to contemporaries and to 
posterity in fascinating pictures, than to be nnveiled and 
analyzed by the critical eye of a Tacitus. The characters and 
heroes of the middle age are mainly distinguished from those 
of antiquity by their whole life, and all their actions, being 
guided and ruled by the imagination, or by some great idea, 
rather than by any systematic plan of the understanding. 
Alexander the Great alone is in this respect an exception from 
the other celebrated Greeks and Romans, and bears a greater 
resemblance, as do likewise most Oriental heroes, to those of 
the middle age, inasmuch as £uicy and enthusiasm predomi- 
nate in them rather than a calculating understanding. Hence 
at that period, in all struggles, perils, and tumults, that fulness 
of life which breathes from and overflows everything — that 
magical glow of fancy that embellishes even sufierings. 

As in the old northern saga, the beatified heroes of the 
Walhalla delighted in combate during the day ; but, when 
at evening the sun began to sink, were healed of their stricken 
wounds by magic power, became reconciled to each other, and 
sat together in friendly union at the festal banquet ; so, also, 
the chivalrous combats of that romantic perioa had often no 
outward result of any political importance ; and an heroic life, 
spent amidst all the adventures of Europe and the East, often 
left nothing at its close but a sense of repose, as in the evening 
of a hot day a feeling of touching reminiscences and of gentle 
reconciliation in still and holy retirement. In inward feeling, 
however, such an heroic life was undoubtedly richer than the 
matter-of-fact life of those men of the understanding, who, in 
the history of states, often merely by the position they occupy, 
and in despite of their moral inanity, strongly influence the 
vast machinery of human aflairs, and contribute more to its 
continued working than they themselves know or feel. 

The spirit of chivalry, however, formed only one epoch, one 
side of the middle age ; and if on the whole, in characters and 
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in manners, the predominant swaj of fancj, the omnipotence 
of certain great ideas, is very striking, yet it would bo unjust 
to deny its great lawgivers to this period. Alfred, king of 
England ; Stephen, king of Hungary, the great civilizer of 
his people ; and St. Louis of France, would be alone sufficient 
to refute such an opinion. Of the German kings and emperors 
we should have to name many, if we would distinguish all, 
who were not merely valiant warriors, but reflecting generals, 
whose glance surveyed the whole field of action — ^who were 
not merely monarchs of powerful wiU, but the ruling spirits 
of their age — who well knew and weighed the internal 
strength of states. The most celebrated Germans were 
especially distinguished by a severe, earnest, and heroio 
energy ; of this energy and loftiness of character in the middle 
age, the contest between the emperor Frederick the First and 
Henry the Lion affords a fine example and picture. Although 
that powerful emperor, who had a true reverence for justice, 
but was severe even to cruelty in exacting his rights, was so 
enraged vrith Henry, his old friend, deserting him in his 
arduous Italian wars, that he could not rest till, in his tem- 
pestuous might, he had overthrown that great hero,' after him- 
self the most potent prince of the age, and had shattered and 
destroyed his power ; yet, when he saw him at his feet, he 
was nevertheless overcome with the deepest emotion on ac- 
count of bis old friend and brother in arms. It was precisely 
heroic feelings like these, which at that time, and especially 
among the Germans, held greater sway than the cold calcu- 
lations of the understanding. The Itsdian characters of the 
middle age, on the other hand, in their early republican cast, 
and in their predilection for a stem and often cruel policy, bear 
a greater resemblance to the heroes of antiquity. The genuine 
spirit of chivalry was in no European nation at that time so 
exclusively predominant as among the Normans. The same 
spirit and manners, too, were in that Norman period common 
to France and England, as those two states were in so many 
ways connected and united by Normandy. 

The want of unity, which was the principal cause Of the 
failure of the Crusades, is not to be referred to the divergent 
plans and enterprises of individual leaders only. But the 
great dis^milarity in mind and character, — in the external 
position, and in the separate interests of particular nations, 
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was also an obstacle to concord. This Spaniards were too much 
engaged at home in their contest with the Arabs to take any 
very great share in the Crasades ; and, on account of their re- 
moteness, the same may be said of the nations in the extreme 
north. Northern Italy and Germany, the imperial state, 
were so utterly absorbed and agitated by the great schism 
between the church and the empire, so entirely engaged in 
all their provinces and states, great and small, by the feud 
between the Guelphs and Ghibellines, that although they 
took part in the Crusades with great energy indeed, when 
once they had commenced so to do, yet it was only after 
long delays, and almost unwillingly. Never at least did 
they follow so readily the general stream and current of the 
time, as the Norman nation in England, in the Norman pro- 
vinces of France, and in Naples, or as the French, who 
were animated with the like spirit. All these kindred na- 
tions were powerful by their numerous population and martial 
courage, were then concerned about no other great object, 
and were therefore more susceptible of enthusiasm for this 
enterprise. They were, perhaps, even sufficiently strong to 
have accomplished the undertaking alone ; and it would then 
the more easily have obtained full success, and been attended 
with lasting results. 

The great German Crusades under the emperors Conrad 
the Third and Frederick the First were, from the effects of 
climate and the treachery of the Greeks, the most unfortunate 
of all. Frederick the Second was content and even happy 
enough to have only brought about a peace, though certainly 
a very advantageous one, and hasteued home to his favourite 
Sicily. The head of the church, and the maritime states of 
Italy, had indeed alone any fixed plan in the conduct of 
these expeditions, and any true interest in their permanent 
success, though both of course with very different views. 
Hence, it is not to be wondered at, that they were unable 
always to direct suitably and in just combination the irregular 
armies, composed of so many diverse nations of the con- 
federated Christians ; and, on the contrary, it must excite 
our astonishment, that the European dominion in Asia lasted 
even so long as it did. 

Among the effects of the Crusades, the most striking was 
the awakening and the giving a higher life to the spirit of ^ 
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diiyalrj. Tlie principles of honour, it is true, the exercise 
of arms, and the whole code of knightly maxims and man- 
ners, were long before brought into established forms, classed 
in gradations, and connected with certain outward ceremonies, 
and thereby the peculiar system of chivalry already insti- 
tuted. This received its highest development, however, in 
the military orders, when the knight, devoted by a solemn 
TOW to the great business of all Christendom, felt himself 
free from feudal dependence, and even exalted above the 
restraints of nationality, as the immediate warrior and vassal 
of God and of universal Christendom. The three great 
military orders, for which Europe is indebted to the East and 
to the Crusades, are the science and model of all other orders 
of knighthood. They are the knights of St. John, who 
even to the latest times have preserved the original spirit of 
chivalry in their persevering struggle with the Mahomedans ; 
the Teutonic knights, who in Prussia founded the most 
powerful and flourishing German colony on the Baltic ; and 

. the order of Templars, which , after a brief enjojrment of 
great power, was annihilated in so cruel a manner by the 
rapacity of the French king. In respect to any influence 
which the East may have exercised upon ideas in Europe, 
this last was indisputably the most remarkable of the three 

. orders. In France, where also the first bloody religious war 
In Europe, that against the heretical Albigenses, had been 

^ carried on, and in precisely those districts in which, during 
the reign of Louis the Fourteenth, the Camisardes, perse- 
cuted for their religion, were driven to despair, and finally 
exterminated after an obstinate struggle ; in France also, oc- 
curred the cruel persecution of the order of the Templars, whose 
ruin, terminating in the execution of the last grand master, 
De Molay, so venerated for his virtues, neither the king, nor 
the pope, who had yielded to him, long survived. What the 
ideas were that prevailed in the order, what portion of their 
object was not publicly known, could not be brought to light 
in a proceeding like this, so unjust in its very form ; at the 
most this, that there were secrets in the order, was shown, but 
not with any distinctness what those secrets were. The order 
was exterminated in France only; in other countries, al- 
though the sentence of dissolution pronounced by the pope 
was carried into efiect, yet it was done with forbearance; 
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in some the Templars were inooiporated with other newly 
established military orders, and to these their property was 
transferred. The spirit of the order was not extingnished ; 
it lived and worked on in oilence ; and brief as was the 
period it filled a place in history, it may yet be nnmbered 
among the most remarkable phenomena of the world. 

Next to the influence which the further development of 
chivalry exercised upon the constitution of Europe, the effect y 
of the Crusades upon commerce, its extenoion, and direction, ^ 
is one of the most visible and striking. As the latter tended 
to raise and increase the power of the cities and of the class of 
burgesses, so did it also tend to develop and vivify anew 
the arts. Yet was this influence limited to the powerful 
impulse imparted to the mind of Europeans by this ex- 
traordinary event, and to the increased wealth of the cities / 
so favourable to the fine arts. The supposition, that in their^ / 
earliest poetry and attempts at art, the European nations y 
drew from eastern sources, and worked on eastern models,/ 
either disappears wholly on closer investigation, or at least is 
shown to have but a slight degree of truth. Their poetry 
first showed how much the &ncy of the western nations was 
seized and excited by so many new objects beheld in the light 
of enthusiasm, and by so many bold adventurers accomplished* 
To this period belongs that cmvabous poetry, which flourished 
among the Normans and the Germans in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, and which, in the beautiful diction and 
enga^ng narration of an Ariosto and a Tasso, has since 
become the property of all civilized Europe. Even in the 
Carlovingian period the Germans had their heroic poems 
and love-songs, and the marvellous, so characteristic of the 
chivalrous poems, can the less have been borrowed from the 
East, as it already existed in the older northern sagas. It was 
only a fresh impulse that fancy received from the Crusades, the 
older heroic songs became gradually forgotten, or were adapted 
to the new taste. The chivalrous poetiy was the faithful 
image of the chivalrous life and its unfailmg companion, and 
precisely on that account is it for us the clearest mirror for 
reflecting the manners of those ages, and furnishes the best 
explanation of its history. The soaring spirit of the order of 
burgesses, which had grown great and powerful by commerce 
and the industrial arts, was exhibited on the other hand in the 
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proad structures, which wealthy cities were at that time 
emulous to erect^ and which by their boldness excite to this 
day our admiration and astonishment. 

The latter art was deyeloped immediately after poetry, and it 
flourished in this age. The connection with the Greek capital 
which existed in the elder Carlovingian period, and more parti- 
cularly in the times of the Saxon emperors, led to an acquaint- 
ance with the Byzantine architecture, and an imitation of it. Of 
^this Byzantine architecture Germany, as well as Italy, possesses 
f) some remarkable monuments. But now in Germany, and 
' still more in the Low Countries and in England, in consequence 
of this new impulse of mind, there arose also a totally new 
order of architecture — the Gothic, as it is commonly called. 
Besides the above-named countries, Italy also can show in 
the cathedral of Milan, erected by German artists, a grand 
monument of this style, together with the colossal grandeur 
' in the total impression. This Gothic architecture is charac- 
terized by an artistic fulness of detail; and precisely this 
characteristic it is, that renders it not only one of the most 
remarkable phenomena in the history of art, but at the same 
JimiQ a living monument of the middle age, and a mirror of 
/ the sentiments then prevailing. Entirely from the German 
mind has this peculiar Gothic, or rather old German style of 
architecture, sprung. The supposition, that it is of Arabic origin, 
I is the more unfounded, as several buildings in Portugal and 
in Sicily, which are really designed in a semi-Moorish taste, 
display a style and character essentially diflerent from the 
Gothic. This ecclesiastical architecture was next succeeded 
by painting, more immediately designed for the decoration of 
churches. The sight of the magnificent Greek churches, 
v enriched with pictures, may have first given new life to this 
art, and therefore the oldest Italian and Flemish-German 
paintings bear a strong resemblance to the Byzantine. A new 
and peculiar style, however, was in both countries quickly de- 
veloped in painting, and produced splendid paster-pieces, 
worthy of eternal admiration. 

Any really new acquisitions in learning and science, for 
which the Europeans were indebted to the Arabs, must be 
limited to a certain degree of knowledge in chemistry, medi- 
cine, and astronomy, and to an acquaintance with certain 
writings of Aristotle by the medium of a very corrupt and 
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almost UDintelligible translation, which it can scarcely be 
maintained was any yery great gain for the intellectual cul- 
ture of the West. Those Mahomedans, moreover, who at 
this time occupied Palestine, and with whom the Christians 
came more immediately in contact, were a barbarous people. 
The flourishing times of the caliphat had long since passed 
away. The Arabs in Spain were more civilized, but the 
national and religious hatred between the Christians and 
them was too great, to allow them to have much influence on 
the intellectual cultivation of the Spaniards. 

This whole epoch, in which Christians and Mahomedans 
came into multiplied relations with each other, in which East 
and West, after a long separation, again for the first time 
acted upon each other, naturally leads our attention to the 
man, whose spirit, for twelve centuries, has been (he spirit of 
half Asia, and who has been its invisible ruler. Mahomet 
himself excites among the unprejudiced all that admiration^ 
which heroic energy and enthusiasm must ever excite, when 
directed in strictest union towards a single object^ when the 
character is withal single-minded, to all appearance substan- 
tially free from arts of deception and delusion, and his acts 
are founded upon steadfiast conviction and immoveable faith 
in himself. The people, who were his instrument, and who 
became through him the mightiest people on the face of the 
earth, even before Mahomet's time, living in old hereditary 
freedom, combining the glory of arms with love for soul- 
inspired poetry, not wholly unacquainted with the oldest legends 
of the sacred primitive world, and thereby withal attuned to 
every lofty sentiment, that people must be called a noble and a 
high-minded race. After the new impulse which the Arab 
nation received from Mahomet, their sway soon extended 
over the most magnificent regions of the earth, from the spice- 
islands of India to Portugal, and from the Caucasus to the heart 
of Africa. Mahomet's doctrine, founded upon the highest and 
purest conceptions of the Godhead, without troubling the rea- 
son with incomprehensible mysteries, inculcating, above all 
virtues, magnanimity, generosity, and inflexible heroic courage, 
and yet not devoid of fascinating charms for the fancy and the 
senses — a faith like this, which has so long ruled the world, how 
could it fail from all sides to seize on and enchain mankind ? 
That perilous and fatal schism between Church and State, which 
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dirided and distracted Christendom, had no phu» in Ma- 
homet's empire, for in it the two were wholly blended into one. 
Mahomet's doctrinal system may also IxMist of being well 
adapted to mankind, and of being practicable ; for it has been 
realized. Mahomet's ideas have been really carried ont, and 
his peculiar spirit has become that of half Asia and Africa ; 
while in Christianity, on the other hand, in which the life 
and manners of Indiyidnals, as well as of whole nations and 
entire generations, often stand in surprising and crying oppo- 
silion to the spirit and the doctrines of its founder, the 
imperfect approximation to an ideal unattainable by man, 
gives to the whole 83rstem the appearance of an experiment, 
only half successful. It is scarcely to be wondered at, if a 
vulgar philosophy should g^ve a manifest preference to this 
religions system over Christianity. Very differently, how- 
ever, from this shallow philosophy, has history decided, and 
long since decided, on the respective influence, which the 
Chnstian and Mahometan religions have exerted on civiliza- 
tion and the refinement of the human mind. The spirit of 
pride and arrogance which, with all its praiseworthy quali- 
ties, Mahomet's reli^ous system breathes, and which con- 
trasts so strikingly with the love and humility inculcated by 
the Christian futii, — this it is that has rendered its action 
'^ / on the world so &tal, and by which the germ of decay was 
implanted from the very beginning in Islam. Through this 
arrogance, more inflexible than that of Stoicism, founded, as 
it is, upon a belief in the true God, — ^through this very arro- 
gance, the effect of which is the more deadly, the more 
plausible, and fanatically confiding that belief is, the mind of 
y / Mahomet's disciples, after the first burst of enthusiasm, soon 
y \ became stationary; till at last, even among high-minded na- 
tions, it has hardened down into a dull insensibility. 

That temptation whereof the Scripture speaks, the seduc- 
tive offer by which the Founder of Christianity was tried, 
that the kingdoms of the earth should be his, if he would but 
worship the spirit of bloodthirstiness, of arrogance, and of 
self-will, — this temptation Mahomet was unable to withstand. 
Had he withstood it, had the high-souled Arabs embraced 
Christianity with all that fiery enthusiasm wherewith they 
adopted the creed of Mahomet, — ^then would the loveliest 
regions of the globe have probably become also the happiest 
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and the most civilized; then, instead of destructive wars, 
severing the world, and dividing the minds of men, or of 
a cold estrangemeni^ Europe and Asia had been united in the 
most glorious concord. But the spirit of pride, and the verj 
unity of Church and State in Islam, laid the foundation of a 
despotism, which, grasping all spiritual and temporal power 
in a single hand, has cramped within its fetters not onlj all 
external freedom, but the liberty of the mind itself also. 

Acquaintance with a religious system so utterly opposed to 
the existing faith, had incomparably greater and more im* 
portant consequences upon the tone of thought and the philo^ . 
sophy of the West, than a few corrupt translations of Aris- 
totle's writings. The unbelief and contempt for religion, of 
which the emperor Frederick the Second was accused, finds, 
in some circumstances noticeable at this time, a certain degree 
of confirmation. With the chemical, medical, and astronomical 
knowledge derived by the Europeans from the Arabs, an 
inclination for astrological superstition, for alchemy and 
magical arts, was very generally propagated. The secrets and 
esoteric doctrines of the Templars might also furnish another 
proof of the totally new views of a great inward fermentation 
in the European mind. In philosophy the effect was the most 
visible and the most striking. Even in the twelfth century, 
only one century after the first Crusades, we see in Arnold of 
Brescia the first effort made to convulse all Christendom by the 
power of philosophy, and to overthrow the existing Christian 
constitution of Church and State. Arnold met the fate, that 
all must meet, who attempt a premature revolution, and fjEul. 
Yet the purity of his intention is not to be mistaken, and the 
far deeper and more enthusiastic tone of philosophy from which 
he started places him far above later antagonists of the church, 
who were more fortunate than he. Without exercising such 
immediate influence on the world, many others propounded 
new doctrines and systems that were in part dangerous and 
even noxious to religion. This current of opinion was stem» 
med and the faith upheld by a German of great intellectual 
energy, Albertus Magnus, one of those rare spirits, who from 
time to time we see concentrate in themselves all the learning 
extant and even attainable in their age, as Aristotle did in 
his. It would be an error to believe that philosophy holds no 
place in the history of the world. Even among the Greeks 
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and Romans, witli whom it was so utterlj separated from real 
life, philosophy sufficiently evinced its poweif ul influence. « 
Precisely in that separation and oppositiou of the intellect 
to the state, and to the prevalent popular belief in all the states 
of antiquity, lay the true cause of their downfal. In modern 
history, from the time of the middle age, philosophy, in its 
wider extension transformed into public opinion, has shown 
itself iBtill more dearly to be a power capable of moving the 
world, either beneficently upholding or violently convulsing 
it. Like every great movement, the Crusades also dissolved 
many old bonds, and furthered the cause of freedom ; and even 
where there was a predisposition to it, that of anarchy also. 
The confusion prevailing in Italy and Germany in the thir- 
teenth century, especially in the latter part of it, was imme- 
diately, indeed, occasioned by the destructive contest between 
the church and the empire, by the mutual antagonism of the 
two highest powers in Christendom, and therefore cannot be 
ascribed to the Crusades. Yet the universal agitation and 
anarchy were by those expeditions accelerated and increased. 
Even the long absence from Germany of the last great and 
withal highly intellectual emperor Frederick the Second, laid 
the germs in that country for this very state of confusion. It 
reached its highest point, after the house of Hohenstaufen, for 
a whole century the mightiest in Europe, had, in the person 
of its last descendant, perished frightfully on the scaffold ; and 
when, from doubtful, unregarded, or repudiated royal elections, 
it became a matter of uncertainty whether Germany aud the 
world really had still a legitimate emperor. ^Vhat a poet with 
rhetorical exaggeration had sung on the death of an earlier 
emperor might now have been said with reason, " that un- 
happy and beheaded Europe wept." 

Were the two supreme powers in Christendom compared to 
the heavenly bodies that rule the day and the night, it might 
now be said that the heavens were darkened, and that in the 
pope and the emperor that sun and moon which illuminated 
all eyes and guided all steps were extinguished. But chival- 
rous courage yet beat in honest hearts, and it was upon a 
knight that the eyes of the world were turned to summon him 
to ^e rescue. Great by his valour and his fortune, by every 
martial and knightly virtue, by a vigorous and comprehensive 
understanding, Rodolph of Hapsburg was greater still by his 
love of justice. 
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TJnwearied in raising again the law that had been trampled 
imder-foot, he was himself judge, himself the protector and 
promoter of justice ; the first, moreover, who, less by the power 
of his yictorious sword than by the mild sway of justice, reno- 
vated Germany, and at the same time founded a mighty empire, 
the destinies of which from this time forth we see assume one 
of the most important places in the history of the world. 



LECTURES IX. & X. 

CONTINUED HISTORY OF THE MEDIJBVAL PERIOD AND DE- 
VELOPMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL EUROPEAN NATIONS. 

The happiness, the glory, and the grandeur of an age 
depend not exclusively on the abundance of those resources and 
instruments, which are subservient to the ends of civilization, 
or which adorn life, but principally upon the use made of 
those resources by the mind, upon the spirit thereby infused 
into them, and on the object those energies are directed 
to, and which are noble and great only when the use of 
them is such. To look merely at this abundance of re- 
sources, our own age, enriched by the heritage of all pre- 
ceding centuries, would appear, when compared with them^ 
the best, nay, the only one worthy of notice. "We should 
then have but to close the book of history, convinced before- 
hand that nothing could ever be found comparable for a 
moment to our own high degree of civilization. But if such 
a procedure would deprive our age of its very noblest and 
surest privilege, — the privilege, by the aid of all the re- 
sources we now possess, of ascertaining, better than in earlier 
times was possible, the spirit and the destinies of all past 
centuries ; — ^if we honour Homer and Sophocles as great 
poets, although they knew not that the earth was round, 
nor the distance of the sun and moon from the earth ; if we 
admire the strength of soul and the political wisdom of a 
Solon, a Leonidas, and the Scipios, although they and their age 
were unacquainted with many inventions and arts, which have 
become habitual and necessary to ns, and even ignorant of 
things that any schoolboy can now repeat ; if, in fine, however 
much particular facts, or institutions and customs of antiquity 
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may be repugnant to reason, and to our moral sense, we do 
not, on that account, at once and without examination con- 
demn the whole with all its yast intellectual powers and 
grandeur, — ^if we do this, why, it may be asked, not exercise 
the same justice in our judgments upon the middle age? 
The ciyilization also of antiquity was not nniyersal and 
unliniited ; founded on the knowledge of all times and all 
parts of the earth ; collected from eyery clime ; artificial and 
learned ; no, it was a natural civilization pregnant with life, 
proceeding from the yery spirit of the people and the times; 
precisely similar to the culture of the mediseyal period, which, 
surpassing antiquity in many respects, riyalling it in others, 
or little inferior to it, was no less peculiar than it, in the spirit 
of the whole. It is to be especially observed, what totally 
different times are confounded together in the reproaches that 
are generally heaped on the middle ages. The medisBval age, 
whatever estimate may be assigned to it, embraces almost a 
thousand years, or eyen more, and consists of several epochs 
distinctly separated from one another. 

In the first period of the middle age, that of Charlemagne, 
and his immediate successors, and of the earlier German em- 
perors, down to the time of Pope Gregory the Seventh, and 
the great convulsiye moyements of the Crusades, laws and 
mauneis were mild, the character of the age was great and 
simple, earnest but withal gentle. The writings, the works 
of art, and in general, all the monuments of the period bear 
this stamp. It was undoubtedly an age not altogether so 
ignorant And uncivilized as it is often portrayed. In the 
mid^e age, however, as in antiquity, the era of the foundation 
of states and nations, the era of legislation preceded that of the 
prts and of general refinement, which are but too often ac- 
companied by relaxation of morals and a disorganization in 
the state. The second period of the middle age— that of the 
Crusades — ^is characterized by a marvellous daring, by lofty 
enthusiasm, and universal enterprise in real life, as well as in 
the domain of fancy. The third period, which extends from 
Bodolph the First to Maximilian, may, as regards the state of 
manners and the constitution, be called turbulen t. Of ignorance, 
however, and defective ciyilization, it is scarce possible to 
accuse an age, wherein the Mediterranean was covered with 
ships as richly laden, and its coasts by commercial cities as 
prosperous and powerful as in the most fiourishing epoch of 
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Greece ; and such was the case not in the Mediterranean onlj, 
hut likewise in the Baltic Sea, to the ancients a north almost 
unknown, and an object of dread ; — an age wherein architecture 
soared with a new flight, and painting attained such high and 
hitherto unparalleled deyelopment and perfection ; — an age 
wherein philosophy, almost too widely cultivated, became an 
affair of state and of practical life, wherein all the historical and 
literary knowledge, which was at that time by any channels 
accessible, was pursued with passionate eagerness and desire, 
when natural science and mathematics were inrestigated and 
studied with untirinfi; energy, until at last the two grand dis- 
coveries, by which the mind of man first attained its majority, 
the discovery of the new hemisphere and planetary motions, 
that is of tlie true magnitude of the heavens and earth, crowned' 
the research and labour of centuries. 

Not of ignorance, then, is the era of the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries to be accused ; but rather of those moral 
excesses and crimes, which are but too often wont to follow in 
the train of commerce and of all higher intellectual refinement.' 
If, however, a certain lawlessness in the manners and a certain 
harshness and cruelty in many of the laws and institutions of 
that period cannot be denied, yet it is equally undeniable that 
this disorganization in the moral relations was not the result of 
mere feebleness and apathy, but that in the midst of this tur- 
bulence great moral energy was still evinced. 

This moral energy was most apparent in the still active 
spirit of chivalry — a spirit which had become predominant, 
indeed, among tne class of princes and nobles, yet had assumed 
a very different form among the different nations of Europe. 
In Spain it best retained its original religious tendency. The 
love of bold martial adventures predominated in England and 
Normandy, in 'France and Burgundy, countries which were 
at that period still closely connected by their manners and 
social relations. In Germany, when the ancient bonds with the 
church had been severed, the spirit of chivalry took more of a 
patriotic direction, and strove by courage and valour to 
restore justice, and to regenerate the country. Not only in 
various societies and fraternities, at once chivalrous and 
patriotic, was this tendency evinced, but in the very history 
of the German kings and emperors at that epoch ; on account 
of his knightly virtues was Rodolph of Hapsburg raised to 
the royal dignity, and called by the universal voice to be 
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ih^ deliyerer of a sufifering age. His was an election by tbe 
whole nation, in substance at least, if not in fonu, as was of 
old tbe election of Conrad tbe Firsts wbereby be became king 
of tbe Germans, and tbe founder of tbe empire. In tbe 
subsequent elections, moreover, tbe same univeraal yeneration 
for knigbtly virtue was exbibited. Of Rodolpb's unbappy, but 
noble-minded successor, Adolpb of Nassau, it migbt also have 
been said, wben be fell in battle against Albert, tbat tbe 
noblest bero of Germany bad fallen. Adorned witb all 
knigbtly virtues, Henry of Luxemburg was esteemed, as well 
in Germany as in Italy, tbe flower of tbe nobility; like 
Hodolpb, be succeeded by tbe ricb acquisition of Bobemia in 
founding tbe greatness of bis bouse ; and tbe world boped to 
see bim resemble Rodolpb in intellectual energies as a law- 
giver and reformer, wben a premature deatb snatcbed bim from 
its bopes. How simple was tbe life of tbe great Rodolpb ! 
Before bis elevation, be gave many noble and toucbing proofs 
tbat be was well wortby of tbe imperial dignity ; bis martial 
courage, bis integrity, and true piety, seemed so many prog- 
nostications as it were of bis future greatness. After tbe 
empire was committed to bis cbarge, be devoted bimself ex- 
clusively to tbe task of watching over tbe administration of 
justice, and of restoring tbe empire. Like so many of our 
old emperors, inberiting no very extensive family demesnes, 
be, nevertbeless, ruled as a powerful prince witb vigorous 
band, solely by bis individual energy, by bis personal cha- 
racter, and tbe reverence be inspired. Rodolpb's character 
is shown in the clearest light during the great contest witb 
tbe mighty Ottacar — a spectacle such as history has but 
seldom displayed. On tbe one side valour united to gentle- 
ness and wisdom ; on tbe other, courage heroic indeed, but 
yet headstrong and imperious, coupled witb cruel violence and 
olinded by pride. Fortune and victory sided for once with 
virtue. The beautiful province of Austria bad lapsed to the 
empire as an escheated fief on tbe extinction of tbe &mily of 
Babenberg during the troubles of the interregnum — a prey 
to various claims equally untenable, it bad been distracted 
more than any part of Germany, until wrested from the 
detested Ottacar by the victories of Rodolpb. Upon this 
acquisition, witb the concurrence of all the princes of the 
empire, the latter founded the future power of bis house. 
On tbe one side reigning over Austria, on tbe other pre- 
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serving and augmenting its ancient and extensive hereditary 
demesnes in Soabia, Alsatia, and Switzerland, that house 
now united under itis sway the loveliest r^ions of southern 
Germany. 

It was not only the internal tranquillity and order, but the 
external dignity and grandeur also of the empire, that Ro- 
dolph sought to uphold. He was watchful to mamtain its 
ancient rights over Burgundy, a kingdom he had destined for 
his beloved Hartmann, before the Rhine robbed him of his 
favourite son. A singularly inauspicious star indeed pre- 
sided over the destinies of the sons and grandsons of this great 
emperor, so fortunate in his own life. According to old Ger- 
man custom, a reign glorious as his would have given to his 
house an almost irresistible claim to the succession. But 
the olden times had passed away, and if the sense of the 
nation proved still so energetic, that none dared elect any 
but a hero already ennobled by lofty virtues, nevertheless the 
election of a powerful prince was carefully avoided. Herein 
their views were already clearly evinced by the German 
princes, as they preferred to sever themselves from the great 
body of the state, and thereby augment their own power 
under a feeble emperor, than to undertake the arduous duties 
of the imperial dignity themselves. Another injurious in- 
fluence displayed itself likewise in these imperial elections. 
For whole centuries had it been a subject of bloody feud, 
whether the papal power possessed the right of recognising 
and confirming an election, which gave not only to the Ger- 
mans a king, but to all Christendom a temporal head, and now 
an archbishop of Mayence boasted that he could himself instal 
and depose the German kings at pleasure ! In addition to 
this, the kings of France were constantly aiming at the 
imperial crown, and employed their influence over the popes 
then resident at Avignon to excite factions in Germany. This 
disposition of the princes, and these Actions, were the cause 
why the great Rodolph's desire to secure the imperial 
diadem, which he had worn himself with so much glory to his 
house, was not accomplished until a later period. Albert's 
mind may have been soured and embittered by the refusal to 
confer on him the expected crown. And when he had at last 
won it, it was only by war and his rival's death that he 
succeeded in flxing it flrmly on his brow, but only to be 
bereaved at once of a crown and life by the murderous lance 
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of his own nephew, a youth blinded by anger and hatred. 
The emperor Albert was not so mild and magnanimous as 
Rodolph, yet we cannot deny that, with all his sternness and 
seyerity, in his reyerence for justice he equalled his father. 
To blame him exdusiyely for the eVents that occurred in 
Switzerland, to paint him as the cruellest of tyrants, in order 
that the picture of Swiss enfranchisement may make a more 
viyid impression, were to judge, as often happens, accidental 
consequences, rather than the real facts, and the spirit of the 
parties in connection with the circumstances of the time. Not 
Albert, not any indiyidual prince or soyereign, but the whole 
nobility of the period, are open to the reproach of haying ren- 
dered their sway more oppreMive and tyrannical than it was 
onginally meant to be, and than in earlier times it had 
actually been. Eyen if in their first struggles for freedom, 
the warlike mountaineers sought only to restrain such ex- 
cesses, yet in their later enterprises it can scarcely be main- 
tained, that they always obseryed moderation, or that justice 
was always on tiieir side. For Germany Albert's death was 
indisputably a great loss : eyen a stem emperor would haye been 
preferable to the subsequent party contests. The brilliant 
hopes which the chiyalrous Henry of Luxemburg had excited, 
were immediately extinguished by his premature death. The 
riyal claims of the houses of Luxemburg and Austria upon 
Bohemia, engendered an unhappy discord between them, and 
occasioned a double election. Simultaneously with Frederick 
the Fair, the third emperor of the line of Hapsburg, Lewis 
the Bayarian was, by the influence of the house of Bohemia- 
Luxemburg, called to the throne. 

The history of the long reign of the latter is remarkable 
only for his struggle with Frederick the Fair, by a renewal 
of the yehement contest with the Church, and by the aug- 
mentation of his hereditary domains through the acquisition, 
not altogether legitimate, of Brandenburg, the Tyrol, and Hol- 
land. He was not animated with the chiyalrous spirit which 
we remark in the other emperors of that age, wherein, among 
all the soyereign houses, not one was so £stinguished as the 
Austrian. Who is ignorant how, after long wars, a lost 
battle threw Frederick the Fair into the hands of his riyal ; 
how by him he was treated with great seyerity, and forced 
to purchase his freedom by a most disadyantageous peace; 
how he was preyented by the angry yiolence of his faithful 
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but ambitious brother, Leopold, ftom fulfllliug tbe terms of 
the compact, and then, unlike King Francis the First in 
later times, true to his honour and his plighted word, he 
surrendered himself once more as a prisoner to his foe ? 
Deeds like these in the ancestral chronicles of kings are indeed 
their brightest ornaments, and badges of genuine honour. 
Even the heart of Lewis the Bavarian was mored bj it, 
although not for any length of time. 

Yet the self-devotion of the high-minded Frederick gave 
no peace to Germany. Bavaria and Bohemia^ under the 
earlier Luxemburg princes, attended to their own interests 
exclusively, and hence were disunited. Both aimed at the 
imperial crown, but only sought upon that imperial dignity 
to found the glory and the greatness of their own house. 
Hence, despite their rivalry, their syistem of government was 
very similar, and their disjoined dominion of brief duration. 
The princes of Rodolph's line sought a more exalted sphere 
of glory ; and hence Austria, after many and deep misfor- 
tunes, again rose more glorious than ever. 

The great parties of Church and Emperor, of Guelphs and 
Ghibellines, which once divided Germany, had now ceased 
to exist; so had likewise the old German national races, the 
Suabians, Franks, Saxons, and Bavarians, by whom the king 
was wont to be elected. Amid the general disorganization, 
there were only the princely houses of Bohemia, Bavaria, and 
Austria, that appear as if they were so many parties. The 
division between the Bohemian and Bavanan parties was 
designedly kept up by France. If the long reign of Charles 
the Fourth restored a certain kind of peace and tranquillity 
to the German empire, yet his system of government is by 
no means what it ought to have been, nor does it merit the 
praise that has been often lavished on his work, because it 
corresponded with the views of the more powerful princes. 
The constitution that Charles the Fourth conferred on Ger- 
many was by no means a restoration of the ancient national 
freedom and royal dignity. For that object it would have 
been, above all, necessary to reestablish the old national duchies 
of Suabia and Franconia ; a restoration wliich the Austrian 
emperors, whose principles with regard to the constitution of 
tbe empire differed widely from those of the Bavarian and 
Bohemian princes, more than once attempted. Notwith- 
standing the sacred number seven, which was fixed upon for 
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the number of the electors, the golden bull was on the whole 
arbitrarily drawn up, with a view to promote certain collateiul 
interests of the time. 

It was a work without internal unity, whereby, as in 
after-times by the treaty of Westphalia, the great eyils of 
the state, far from being radically healed, were only ren- 
dered painfully endurable, and thereby even perpetuated. 
By elevating a few powerful princes to so great a degree ot 
power, and by rendering them almost independent, the em- 
peror surrendered his noblest privilege, that of being the 
protector of the general freedom, and himself laid the founda- 
tion for those internal partitions and subdivisions of Ger- 
many, which, step by step, brought about the total downM 
of the imperial dignity. 

Bohemia, however, under Charles the Fourth, attained to 
so high a degree of material prosperity, as well as of refinement 
in the arts and sciences, and in the cultivation of its national 
language, as far to outstrip all other Sclavonic nations. That 
in the constitution he gave to the German empire, Charles 
paid regard to its numerous Sclavonic inhabitants, and by 
special ordinances protected their rights, customs, and lan- 
guage, was only just: it was an individual praiseworthy 
trait in a work on the whole so imperfect. Although spring- 
ing from German ancestors, Charles the Fourth, born and 
bred as he was in Bohemia, had become wholly a Bohemian. 
As regards Germany, Maximilian was justified in styling 
him the stepfather of the empire. He was the first to sur- 
render Burgundy, in all, at least, but the empty name ; and 
it was chiefly owing to him and to Lewis the Bavarian, that 
the empire lost its ancient authority in Italy. Charles the 
Fourth possessed none of those chivalrous virtues, that had 
made his ancestor Henry the pride and joy of the German 
nation, and which had acquired for King John such high 
renown throughout all European countries. By qualities of 
another kind, by unwearied activity, by knowledge, and 
prudence, his reign was really beneficial and glorious for 
Bohemia, and even apparently so for Germany, until its 
evil efiects were developed in the course of history. To a 
lower depth, however, than under his son, the deposed Wen- 
ceslaus, it was scarcely possible for the empire to sink. 

Thus the great work, begun by Rodolph's energy, the 
regeneration, namely, of Germany, was not to be consum- 
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mated in the times immediately subsequent to his; but a 
kind of interregnum and a long period of anarchy was 
once more to intervene, before his remote descendants Maxi- 
milian and Charles the Fifth should again raise the imperial 
crown and state to their pristine dignity. 

The noble spectacle presented to us by seyeral remarkable 
and powerful political associations, which in this very period 
of disorganization were formed within the limits of the Ger- 
man empire, prove how vast were the energies that even •still 
dwelled in the body politic of Germany, notwithstanding its 
now very perceptible political decay. Switzerland, the 
Hanseatic league, and the principality of the Teutonic order 
on the coasts of the Baltic, constitute these remarkable and 
important phenomena. In the earlier struggles of the Swiss, 
the same energies burst forth, which had, in earlier times, in 
the northern forests, withstood all the power of Kome. The 
ancient order of freemen, the real martial core of the nation, 
had been better preserved in these mountains than in the 
low-land countries. It had been fortunate for the noble- 
minded Swiss if they had remained in the same free con^ 
dition, but under a mild protective sovereignty, and still 
united with the empire. That the steadfast and daring en- 
terprise of a handful of men sufficed to found a league that 
has endured for centuries, — ^nay, to build up a nation and a 
state, will always excite admiration and sympathy. At iSrst 
they sought only to put a stop to certain special grievances ; 
but their martial temper soon took a. very different turn. 
They became assailants and conquerors ; between the warlike 
mountaineers and the nobles and knights there arose a species 
of civil war, which often threatened to spread into other coun- 
tries, and even to include all Germany in its range. Far 
more than the noble energies which were wasted in this 
struggle, is the separation of Switzerland itself to be la- 
mented. The loss of Switzerland did not affect the house 
of Hapsburg alone ; it was the first great blow that fell, 
not upon the empire merely, but upon Germany herself. 
The Swiss too, with their internal civil wars, did not at 
that period enjoy the tranquil prosperity, which different 
social relations have in after-times secured to them. Their 
power and warlike fame rose shortly to an extraordinary 
pitch ; but the influence which, as the hired soldiers of bel- 
ligerent powers, ^they exercised in the affairs of Europe 
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during the fifteenth centoiy, was neither conduciTe to the 
weal of the state nor worthy of the Swiss people. 

The foundation of a new and powerful German state on 
the Baltic, Prussia namely, under the Teutonic order ; — ^the 
still earlier settlements of those German colonies, which trans- 
formed Silesia, a conntry altogether Sclayonic, into a flourish- 
ing German province ; — ^the impulse given by other German 
colonists in Hungary and Transylvania to the art of mining 
and- to civic refinement — all this furnishes proof of the in- 
ternal strength, the populousness, and civilization of Germany 
at that period. 

A proof still stronger is supplied by the Hanseatio League 
-—that confederacy of Crerman cities — which forms an epoch 
in commerce, whose power and infiuence, predominant in the 
Baltic, soon stretched over the Scandinavian kingdoms^ 
whose high civilization and munidpal constitution may be 
paralleled with those of the commercial cities of Greece and 
Italy. If, indeed, in Germany no single city attained to the 
vast power of Yenice, when Venice chiefly held in her hands 
the keys of oriental commerce with all Europe, yet was 
Germany nevertheless, in manufactures and in mechanical 
arts, even superior to Italy. Very remarkable was the whole 
form of this league of German cities. Therein awoke, as 
in the Swiss Confederacy, the old federal spirit, that was 
perceptible even in the very earliest Germanic institutions 
and manners, a certain predilection for voluntary alliances as 
a means of general strength and safety. 

Thus did each order — ^knights, burgesses, people— found a 
peculiar, new, and powerful state in Germany, although the 
empire itself was £Edllng gradually to pieces. Of these states 
Switzerland and the Hanse Towns in particular flll a more 
important place in the picture of the German mind, of Ger* 
man power, and German civilization. And yet incomparably 
greater, through its extensive historical results, was that new 
German federal state, which was built up by the chivalrous 
virtues and unwavering principles of the noblest of our 
princely houses — ^the composite state of Austria. A fabric, 
of which Rodolph himself sketched the ground-plan, and which, 
amidst all the misfortunes that often overtook individual 
princes of that house in the interval between Rodolph and 
Maximilian, was never lost sight of ; and to whose further 
construction many Austrian princes, who did not even attain 
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to the imperial dignity, by their chivalroos spirit and yaloury 
as weU as by their wise laws, essentially oontributed. But, in 
order to sketch this picture in its full extent, we must first cast 
a glance at the condition of Europe in general ; for, now that 
the ancient relations were broken up, the seyeral nations 
stood forth in a character more fully developed, and the dif- 
ferent states exhibited a better consolidated power; and 
thus was the way prepared for the groat epoch of Maximilian 
and Charles the Fifth. 

In Italy two states only possessed an independent and 
consistent system of policy, to wit, Rome and Yenice. The 
independence of both rested on a secure basis. Yenioe, lying 
between the Greek empire and the west of Europe, had 
become the greatest maritime power in the Mediterranean. 
Of Naples the only question was, who should be her master ; 
and, while commerce flourished in the Mediterranean, the 
connection of Sicily with the south of Spain, after the blood 
of the last Hohenstanfen had fonnd an arenger in the king 
of Arragon, was the most natural. The greatest political 
fermentation, but withal the development of the noblest 
intellectual powers, occurred in the northern provinces that 
appertained originally to the empire, Milan and Florence. 
The power of the Visconti was great; still greater the 
influence of the Medici upon the mind of Italy and of the 
whole civilized world. Poetry and architecture, painting and 
the cultivation of classical literature, received a noble impulse ; 
and, although the Roman see, by its dependency on France, 
and by the subsequent disputed elections to the papacy, had 
forfeited much of its authority and influence in Europe ; yet 
Italy, nevertheless, after a new fashion, maintained her old 
pre-eminence. Her literature and science were disseminated 
through other nations, and thus constituted a universal bond 
of connection for all Europe. A bond of a nature perfectly 
free, and very beneficial, and which might have been much 
more so, had it not been dissolved by the schism in the 
Church. In this intellectual culture of Italy, especially as 
regards classical literature, Germany more immediately par- 
took ; Germany which, before the discovery of the two 
Indies, divided with Italy the commerce of Europe, and 
rivalled her in all the arts. 

The connection generally between the two nations, by com- 
merce as well as by the ties of ancient custom, was very dosO) 
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more especially in the northern parts of Italy, in Yenice, and 
Milan, where even the manners were more similar, and the 
national taste differed less from the German. The ancient 
reyerence for the Imperial dignity, and the prescriptive helief 
of German power, long retained vitality. Even Dante and 
Petrarch turned their enthusiastic hopes towards the German 
emperors, when the sovereignty of the latter in their own 
country was becoming every day more contracted ; and 
Machiavelli, indeed, was the first to point out to his country- 
men that the power of Germany, despite its apparent extent, 
was not in reality of the nature it was commonly supposed to 
be, and was hurrying with rapid strides to its downfal. 

Beneficial as was the influence of Italian learning on the 
rest of Europe, yet equally pernicious was the Italian system 
of politics, which first won access and obtained imitators in 
France, and then gradually in most of the other European courts. 
From the prevailing discord and selfishness of all these powers,' 
it speedily degenerated into a secret or open war of all against 
all. Florence and Milan were the centres of Italian politics in 
all their complicated relations. In them anarchy begat per- 
petual change, in the vortex whereof even Venice and Rome, 
and speedily Naples, Spain, and France, were hurried away. 
Even in Itoly, although on a petty scale, the history of the 
Visconti, the Medici, the Sforza, and of so many other petty 
lords and tyrants, shows how civil discord and sudden revo- 
lutions in ancient customs and social relations lead directly 
and inevitably to absolute power. Within the same period, 
but on a larger scale, we trace the rapid growth of royal 
authority in France, England, and even in Spain. France, 
during the middle age, was far behind Italy and Germany in 
civilization and internal prosperity ; and, even as regards the 
development of the spirit of chivalry, which was in that 
country so predominant, the history of the Normans and of 
the English, while they held possession of a large portion of. 
France, and the history of Burgundy, was far more copious 
and brilliant than that of France herself. The most striking 
circumstance in that country is the early establishment of the 
royal power ; the cause whereof may perhaps be found in the 
very situation of the country and metropolis, as well as in the 
ancient institutions of the Frankish kings, to which must be 
added the unceasing and undistracted efforts of the successive 
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Bovereigns. In the great oontest between England and France, 
many martial virtues and distinguished characters appeared 
on either side ; but as exemplifying the chiyalrous spirit and 
the manners of the age, none are so remarkable as die Maid 
of Orleans. This second foundress and deliyerer of the 
French throne met the feite which, among that nation, so 
many great characters have encountered, that of being at first 
passionately deified, and subsequently as deeply depreciated. 
After the envy and treachery of her own companions in arms 
had abandoned the heroine to a fiery death, she was wholly 
forgotten ; and a certain period elapsed before the man, who 
owed his kingdom to her alone, recollected the duty of yindi- 
eating her glory and fame. Even in modem times, the noblest 
name and character, to which French history could point in 
the romantic middle age, was only perverted into a subject of 
vituperation. An excellent German poet has been the first to 
celebrate once more the heroine of France ; yet the historio 
truth rises fisur superior to this poetic delineation. Joan bore 
the sword, as she did the banner at the head of her army, only 
as a token of victory ; she was quite incapable of any un- 
feminine cruelty, or of shedding blood ; and though more than 
once she herself was wounded, yet she never slew a foe, never 
spilled blood ; neither did any other earthly passion find 
entrance into her heart, save love for her native country, for tho 
descendant of St. Louis, and for the lilies of France, to vin- 
dicate whose honour she threw herself many a time into the 
storm of battle, and at last perished in the flames. 

After the great contests with England had terminated 
&vourably for France, — thanks to this heroine and to Eng- 
land's internal divisions, — we see despotism fully established 
by the mistrustful and cruel Lewis the Eleventh. Thus in 
every age, after great political convulsions, authority is armed 
with redoubled force. 

♦ * * * 9|B « 

It is difficult accurately to seize upon the points wherein 
the peculiar character of a nation consists, to select and define 
its individual distinguishing traits. Often does the indivi- 
dual man even appear to the observing mind, a problem of 
difficult solution ; and in the vast theatre of history, with how 
marvellous a variety is not human nature developed. • Yet is 
this precisely the most attractive and instructive part of his-- 
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tory ; for each remarkable and significant national cnaracter 
must we contemplate as a new and peculiar deyelopment of 
the human mind, and as a variety in our own being. Although 
the whole character of a nation, with all its peculiarities, can 
at the most be pointed out and unfolded only in a detailed 
narratiye, and even then must often be rather felt than de- 
fined, and can never be embodied in a few words of general 
definition ; yet some general rules at least may be laid down, 
as to the quarter to which our glance must be directed, the 
conditions under which the principal traits of a nation are to 
be looked for, and the great moyements whereby its full de- 
yelopment was occasioned. In this respect and in this sense 
we may say, that the character of all the great nations of 
western Europe, which were included in the system of civil- 
ized states in the fifteenth century, the Italians, namely, and 
the French, the English, and the Spaniards, is to be accounted 
Vt^ for by two leading facts-— by the peculiar form which the great 

'^ I Qennanio migration assumed in each of these nations, and by 

^ the infiuence, which the crusades and the institution of chivalry 
exercised over each particular state. So in later times we 
may lay it down as a general rule, that the character of each 
European nation, as well as its civilization, was moulded by 
the influence which the Indian trade exercised upon each, 
and by the special form which the Reformation assumed in 
' each country. Thus the Germanic migration and the crusades, 
'taking as they did a peculiar form in each country, and ex- 
erting a special influence on each people, thereby formed 
the several characters of the European nations. It required 
the fusion of Goths and Arabs in order to mould the Spanish 
mind. The ceaseless war waged for entire centuries against the 
Moors, not merely in remote lands in quest of adventure and 
of fsime, but earned on in their veiy home and in defence of 
their country and their hearths, gave to the Spanish mind that 
earnest enthusiasm, that has become a permanent character- 
istic of the nation. The English constitution sprang out of 
Anglo-Saxon and Norman elements ; while in the chivalrous 
spirit of the crusades vras enkindled the war of a hundred 
years, that at that period raged between England and France, 
and whereby both those states first developed their full 
I strength. The Italian civilization received from the Levant- 
/ ine and Byzantine commerce its peculiar character; and even 
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withont tbe Turkish conquest of Constantinople, and tbe arnral 
o£ the Greek refugees, this influence, though perhaps at a some«- 
what later period, and more slowly, would have been exerted. 
When the nations of Europe were no longer united in 
warfare against a common foe, in the distant East, they turned 
the more readily their strength against each other, as did 
France and England, or as happened in Spain, the constitu- 
tion of tbe state was founded and completed without any 
extraneous influence whateyer. Among almost all the western 
nations, the internal wants of the state and the condition of 
the nobility brought about alike these constitutional changes. 
Chivalry, and the severe system of knightly manners asso- 
ciated with it, had never become universal. Even those 
bonds, which the church had once formed between all the 
nations of Europe, and between all the classes of each nation, 
had become far feebler and more relaxed. In proportion to 
the various complications in which feudal relations became 
now involved, was the sanctity of the feudal tie diminished. 
The great vassals were grown almost independent, and exer- 
cised the highest prerogatives of sovereign power, which they 
thus partitioned among themselves, and thus exhibited among 
themselyes and in relation to the other orders, a state of con- 
fusion and lawlessness. But this very state of things led men 
back to the law, and to the anointed representative thereof. 
This was wholesome and necessary, and the change may be 
termed a happy one, when the constitution of the three estates 
was purified, for entirely to sacrifice or destroy it would only 
haye been to exchange one evil for another. Hence we see in 
all countries during this period the regal authority grow rapidly 
to such a height and strength, that in the sequel its prerogatives 
in some countries by the reaction which naturally arose have 
been much abated. In France the growth of regal power had 
been long prepared. Even in the older French history we 
seldom light upon a character like that of Lewis the Ninth, 
who did not study the interests of France merely as well as 
his own power, but those of all Europe and the universal weal. 
In history we must chiefly seek out and dwell upon characters 
thus beneficent and truly great, instead of singling out, as do 
modern historians, aliiiost exclusively, kings such as Philip 
Augustus, Philip the Fair, and others like them, who were 
bent upon and who succeeded in aggrandizing their own power 
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on eyery side. Our knowledge of earlier history is still mnch 
obscured by the £Bct, that the fiystem of absolute monarchy, 
or of uniyersal equality, whereof the latter so soon brings 
back the former, alone arrests the attention of most writers. 
History might then justly be called the teacher of life and the 
school of wisdom, if she but taught us to withstand the mode 
of thinking preyalent in the present age, with all its 
deceptiye pretences, and to appreciate the constitution of par- 
liamentary estates and the grounds of its superiority, a con- 
stitution, wherein a nobility, strong, but regulated by law, 
neither weakens the authority of the king, nor crushes the 
liberties of the people, but links them together, and yiyifies 
them alike. In France under Lewis the Ninth the rojral 
power was augmented, and under Lewis the Eleyenth appears 
almost unlimited. Burgundy, a new power, which had arisen 
during the contest with England, and to which the good- 
fortune and the merit of its chiefs had imparted such rapid 
growth, alone for a tune coimterbalanced the preponderance 
of France. 

Oommercial actiyity and manufacturing industry had 
now made Burgundy, and especially the Netherlands, the 
wealthiest country perhaps in Europe. All the arts, which 
amongst an energetic people, are wont to follow in the train of 
wealth and commerce, flourished to the highest extent, and 
seemed to warrant the soyereign of such a state in schemes 
and pretensions so aspiring as were those of Charles the 
Bold. These great schemes, howeyer, too impetuously and 
recklessly pursued, upon encountering the secret arts of Lewis 
the Ninth and the yalour of the Swiss, were at last utterly 
wrecked. The eyents that in France had been long prepar- 
ing the aggrandizement of regal power, were in England 
suddenly and swiftly deyeloped. After the glorio\is conquests 
of Edward the Third, the yictory of the Black Prince, the 
successes of Henry the Fifth, whom a poet of his nation 
pictures to us as the flower and fayourite of bis countrymen, 
and upon whose premature death the noblest hopes of that 
heroic age sank with him into the toinb — after all this, the 
martial energies of England were turned against herself in the 
bloody feuds of York and Lancaster. In animosity and in 
atrocious deeds, these ciyil conflicts renewed the old tragedy 
of the Guelphs and Ghibellines. In the French wars, the 



UNION OF ARRAGON AND CASTILE. 133 

English, Tictorious over armies of thrice their own strength, 
often prored themselyes the first people of the age, not only 
in courage hut in military art With energies such as these, 
the ciyil wars were rendered all the more desolating and 
sayage, and, as always happens amid the general exhaustion 
consequent on ciyil commotions, when peace at last ensued, 
they led to the enlargement of monarchic power. 

This power we see Henry the Eighth exercise to an extent, 
which scarcely any French king had done ; and despite the 
maintenance of ancient forms, an unlimited despotism was in 
reality exercised hy him. In Spain the unity of the state 
could ho only a work of gradual growth ; for it was not 
originally a single kingdom, hut consisted of two distinct 
parts. On the one side were the Spaniards in the northern 
mountains, who had neyer heen suhdued hy the Arahs, and 
whose chiefs sprang from the ancient Gothic line of kings, 
and who had early founded the kinfi;doms of Castile and 
Leon. On the other side was the kingdom of Nayarre, 
founded hy the counts of the French marches, who had ac- 
quired independence. These were the two foundations of the 
Christian power in Spain. Although at one time they were 
both united, and some of the earlier Spanish kings had 
hereby attained considerable power, yet from the custom- 
ary partitions of heritage their territories were soon agieiia 
dismembered. Portugal, an off-shoot of Castile, was perma- 
nently separated ; Arragon, founded by Nayarre, formed an 
independent kingdom. Castile and Arragon, northern and 
southern Spain, differed then in language, manners, institu- 
tions, and ciyilization, eyen more than they do now. South- 
ern Spain, through its Mediterranean commerce, attained 
sooner a flourishing state of prosperity. Here, in Barce- 
lona and Valencia, in the most beautiful climate of Europe, 
as well as in southern France, was the natiye seat of that 
sweet Proyen9al poetry, so much spoken of by the older 
Italians, and which was styled the ^^ joyous science.'' The 
warlike and graye Castilian subsequently acquired the pre- 
ponderance. In general history Spain first obtains a place, 
after the union of Arragon with Castile under Ferdinand and 
Isabella, and the conquest of Grenada, when it became one 
of the great and leading powers of Europe. In the joint reign 
and history of Ferdinand the Catholic and Isabella we must 
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carefully discriminate between the two sovereigns. Ferdinand 
can scarcely be vindicated from the charge of having sought 
to aggrandize his power even by unjust means. Yery dif- 
ferent was the case with the virtuous Isabella, whose under- 
Standing was as vigorous as her soul was pure. With pious 
enthusiasm she incited her chivalry to arms, in order to 
liberate the last spot of Spanish ground from the yoke of the 
i^tranger ; and in peace she watched with unwearied care over 
the interests of her people. At her side stood the great 
Ximenes, at once a churchman in the fullest, strictest sense 
of the word, a scholar, a profound far-seeing statesman, and 
a hero in courage and strategic skill, in defence of his native 
land against the ancient foes of Spain and the Christian 
faith. Both Ximenes and Isabella were worthy of each 
other. It was an age abounding in characters vehement, 
passionate, despotic, like Charles the Bold, Charles the 
Eighth of France, and in hateful and crafty ones, like Lewis 
the Eleventh, and the violent Henry the Eighth of England. 
Not seldom, however, is the eye gladdened also by the aspect 
of lofty virtues. At this time we see everywhere that mul- 
titude of great characters and distinguished minds, that uni- 
versal stir and fulness of life in rapid and unexpected de- 
velopment, which precede a truly great epoch, one that is 
great not merely by outward commotions and accidental con- 
quests, but by its spirit and inward energy. If Ferdinand 
the Catholic aimed at absolute sway quite as much as Henry 
in England and Lewis in France, yet under the freer consti- 
tution of Spain the attempt was for the moment far less prac^ 
ticable. The power enjoyed by the estates of the realm and 
by the cortes was too great and too well organized. Not only 
the nobility, but the cities also in that country were ex- 
tremely powerful ; so that, when internal commotions broke 
out, a kind of civil war, as in Germany, was carried on be- 
tween the nobles and the cities. In Spain, more than else- 
where, was the whole tone of thought of the nation pervaded 
by the spirit of chivalry ; and hence the high moral strength 
and dignity it exhibited during this period. 

In &e progress of modem times, so far, at least, as it has 
been determined by one great event — the new trade with the 
East Indies — ^no people made such early and rapid advances 
as the Portuguese. By systematic and extended maritime 
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Toyages, and by their improyements in the art of navigation, 
tbey had been for nearly a century preparing the way to the 
discovery of India, till, at last the brilliant result crowned 
their daring efforts. It is hence conceivable, as all the 
energies of this nation had already long taken this direction, 
how in a period so brief all the most fertile coasts of India and 
Africa were covered vnth Portuguese ships, as once they had 
been with Arabian ones, emporiums, settlements, and perma- 
nent possessions. Marvels of courage and of daring, bordering 
on the utterly incredible, were accomplished by the Portuguese 
in the brief heroic age of their flourishing power. On them 
and the fortunate Ghtma devolved the Mrest share of the neW' 
world, for they gained a living commerce ; Spain, at first, but 
barren gold. Instead of the gorgeous India that his soul 
sought after, the India so much lauded in the recitals of the 
ancients, the unfortunate Columbus, wrestling with erery 
danger, with eyery misfortune, and, aboye all, with ingrati- 
tude, even to the hour of his death, discoyered only a huge 
continent, utterly dissimilar to the old world in the form of 
its plants and animals ; a land savage itseli^ and inhabited 
by savages; a land which, at a subsequent period, when 
numerous colonies had followed in the track of conquest, 
was to be a nursery of European races and European free- 
dom. At that time, when suddenly all the wealth of India 
was flowing into the capital of Portugal, when her ships 
ruled every sea, astonished Europe might well surname the 
Portuguese king Emanuel the Great. But predsely because 
the Portuguese nation poured out all its energies into the 
new world, was its immediate influence upon the 83r6tem of 
European states null, or at least extremely slight ; and in the 
short duration of its prosperity and power, this people, then 
80 conspicuous for daring courage and spirit, may be com- 
pared with those plants that bloom but for a few hours, yet 
whose short-liyed blossoms outshine in brilliancy and beauty 
every flower beside. 

Itoly, and still more Germany, were the most immediate 
losers by this newly- established commerce. Both were 
deprived of the greater part of their then existing trade. 
To Germany the loss must be added, that the yalue of the 
national mines, till then considerable, was greatly depre^ 
ciated, nay, became utterly insigniflcant, measured by the 
new scale of the treasures of Peru. 
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The more tlie new era of Maximilian and of Cbarles the 
Fifth, from the rich yariety of great phenomena it displays^ 
comprises within itself an epitome of the world's history, the 
more needful is it for us to scan the then condition of the 
world, in order to judge accurately what were the great and 
good objects aimed at and achieved by either of those 
monarchs. - • 

The character of the western nations of Europe, as I have 
before remarked, was variously moulded according to the 
special form assumed in each country by the Germanic 
migration, and according to the kind and degree of action 
exerted on each by the crusades, as well as by the new 
commerce with India. These are the most effective points of 
comparison, in discriminating the national mind and the state 
of civilization, that characterized the Italians, Spaniards, 
French, and English. But this standard is inapplicable to 
the northern and eastern peoples, either because they did not 
lie within the range of these great historical events, or 
because these events exerted, if any, only a remote and 
mediate influence upon them. The national spirit and the 
state of civilization of these northern and eastern peoples 
may be deduced, perhaps, with the most clearness and effect, 
from the original t ribe-chara cter of each; from the relations, 
on the one side, TT whicE~elich stood to the Asiatic states, 
and on the other from the degree of intellectual culture each 
may have derived from western and southern Europe. A 
few words will suffice to remind our hearers of the relations 
in which the most important of these nations stood in general 
at that time to the European system of states, and to the 
new and great epoch that was in the course of development 

In the time of the Hohenstaufen, when the energies of 
Germany were turned upon Italy, and absorbed in domestic 
contests, Denmark had extended her power in northern 
Germany, and on the German coasts of the Baltic. Her 
influence, however, speedily disappeared, and the powerful 
German Hanseatio league, unrivalled in naval architecture, 
and mistress of the Baltic, rather reduced the three northern 
kingdoms to a state of dependence. United as these king- 
doms were in the fifteenth century, they might have formed 
one powerful state ; but theirs was a union without real unity ; 
the ferment in the minds of men already existed, which 
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speedily led to the separation of Sweden, and which, under 
the descendants of Wasa, was destined to raise her to so 
much power, and insure her such decisiye influence upon the 
afi&irs of Europe. At this period these three united king* 
doms of the north were wholly occupied with their own 
domestic concerns, and had little or no influence on the 
political system of Europe. Russia lay wholly heyond the 
scope of that system; her great and powerful commercial 
cities alone were connected with the German Hanseatic 
league. Very powerful eyen in early times, she had received, 
together with Christianity, a considerable share of her intel- 
lectual culture from Constantinople. But this Byzantine 
culture never possessed that stirring, vital strength, that was I 
ever evinced in the civilization of the West, that had sprung 
out of the fusion of the Roman and Germanic minds. But 
all this civilization in Russia was again destroyed under the 
tyranny of the Moguls, who, under Ghen^s Khan and his 
successors, ruled over all northern Asia; who, on the one 
side, fought great battles in Silesia, and on the other 
waged war with Japan, devastated Poland and Hungary, and 
filled the rest of Europe with terror and dismay. Towards 
the end of the fifteenth century, Yasiliwitch, who has been 
called the Great, became the restorer of the Russian empire, 
which was then only heard of as a kind of unknown world 
by tales of marvellous adventure. Poland, by the downfiil 
of Russia, and by its union with Lithuania, had now become 
a considerable state ; but one, however, still altogether mili- 
tary, wholly engrossed by its domestic aJSairs, and destitute of 
influence over the political, system of Europe. Even her 
wars, and her politi^ relations with the Teutonic knights in 
Prussia, were attended with no important eflects on the 
German empire at large. After she had adopted Christianity, 
Poland belonged, indeed, through the Roman Catholic reU- 
gion, to the political system of Europe, but her old connection 
with Germany had been gradually dissolved. The German 
colonies could not here, as in Hungary, exert any influence 
over the state in general, and the cities in particular, as they 
were confined to the single province of Silesia; and this 
was still more the case when that province was separated 
from Poland, and became united to Bohemia. Thus were 
states founded, in this age so fertile in fresh energies ; thus 
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were nations developed ; thus the way prepared for mighty 
events ; great men arpse even in distant countries, the most 
remote £Dom western and central Europe. A very important 
and active member of the then political system was Hungary. 
!lio Christian people of Europe displayed so visibly, and pre- 
^rved so faithfully, its Asiatic national character, yet none 
bad participated so largely in the civilization of western 
Europe. They received it contemporaneously with Christi- 
anity, through the medium of those numerous colonies from 
Germany, in the time of Stephen the Great, and subsequently, 
which were so much favoured by the kings of the family of 
Arpad, and which not only augmented the population and 
power, but also promoted the civilization of the conntiy. 
tinder the kings of the house of Anjou an intercourse with 
Italy sprang up. The influence upon Hungary of the intel- 
lectual culture of Italy prevailed so exclusively in the reign 
of Matthias Corvinus, that disregard of Hungarian nationality 
was made matter of reproach to that prince. In him, too, 
was perceptible that endeavour to enlarge the royal power, 
which was now witnessed in almost all countries. The im- 
petuous, the heroic energy, whereby his illustrious father, 
Hunyad,' proved himself a bulwark against Turkish ascend- 
ancy, was in part directed by Matthias against Austria and 
other neighbouring Christian states, instead of being turned 
exclusively against the common foe. The Turkish conquests, 
whereby Asia retaliated the crusades upon the western 
peoples, gave rise to a Mahomedan state in the loveliest 
regions of Europe, and exercised decisive influence upon this 
quarter of the world ; for when- great energies exist, nothing 
is so calculated to develop them suddenly and rapidly as the 
presence of a great and common ilanger. It was not only 
danger to the states and to the faith, but also danger to the 
nations themselves, and . to their intellectual culture, with 
which Europe was threatened by the Turks. The latter 
were by no me^ns indeed to be termed an altogether rude 
and ignorant people; for aU the productions of the most 
polished Mahomedan nations, the Persians and Arabs, in 
science, in literature, and in poetry, were known to them, 
appropriated, imitated, • and naturalized among them, some- 
what as were Grecian science and literature by the warlike 
Bomans. As a great naval power, and as a commercial 
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state, the Turkish empire could not possibly forego the 
advantages of civilization, or remain idtogether estranged 
from it. Bat not to speak of the arrogance inherent in their 
very creed, which renders all Mahomedans so incomparably 
less susceptible and capable of all higher progress in civiliz- 
ation, yet were the Turks at that time, if not in themselves, 
at least in their relations to Europe as conquerors, justly 
obnoxious to the title of barbarians. Their whole devastating 
system of warfare, their mode of treating conquered coun- 
tries, their habit of carrying away many hundred thousands 
into slavery, their oppressive system of tribute, — all this 
(even setting aside the excesses of fanaticism) was calculated 
with reason to render their sway truly tenific^ and to spread 
throughout all Christian countries universal dismay. The 
danger was the more inmiinent, because in the then blooming 
period of their power there was no want of great soverdgns 
and heroes among them, many of whom may have seriously 
entertained the idea of converting not only Hungary, but 
even Poland and Germany, into a Turkish pashalic. Even 
the western countries, although secure on the land side, 
still so long as the Turks were powerful and almost supreme 
in the Mediterranean, and the piratical states of Africa 
remained under their influence, suffered incalculable losses 
along their flourishing sea-coasts. By this great and com- 
mon danger Europe was awakened from her slumber; and in 
Spain, in Italy, in Germany, yea even in France, until King 
l^rancis the First set the first example of an opposite senti- 
ment, enthusiasm against the foes of the Christian faith and 
Christian manners was then the predominant feeling. 

Ages of universal commotion, which constitute epochs in 
history, are usually brought about in a twofold manner. 

The original causes and first be^nnings of eveiy great 
event are generally in existence for a length of time, although 
invisible to the multitude, and work in secret, until some 
shock from without precipitates a sudden outbreak. It would 
seem as if the human race, in the throes of its development, 
needed a perpetual alternation, and, oscillating between long 
periods of tranquil progress and brief epochs of universal 
convulsion, worked its onward way towards its .hidden goal. 
It was so in the Germanic migration and in the crusades, and 
so was it now too in the age of Charles the Fifth. Tho 
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cause of the great movements of this age lay in the universal 
unfolding of their moral and intellectual powers among the 
western states and nations. In Spain, England, France, and 
ltd j, these powers reached maturity at about the very time, 
when Germany was likewise rising anew to her pristine 
greatness : when, on the one side, the discovery of two 
unknown worlds . had imparted fresh life and given unex- 
pected impulse to Europe; and, on the other, the Turkish 
conquerors had struck by their rapid progress terror into 
Chnstendom, and summoned her to a war of self-defence. 
This twofold movement produced a sudden development of 
extraordinary powers, whose action indeed was displayed 
rather in. discord than in concord, but the like whereof the 
history . of the world has but rarely shown. This may be 
appropriately called the age of Charles the Fifth, not because 
he had called it into being or created it; for this no indivi- 
dual man however great, no ruler howeyer powerful, has erer 
alone accomplished ; rather had he during his whole life waged 
a protracted warfare against his age, and striven to stem its 
headlong current. But the period may be rightly associated 
with his name, because his powerful mind best comprehended 
the entire scope. of the prevailing movement, and sought to 
preserve the unity of Europe. 

After this survey of the European world,— of all the states 
and nations, which mediately or immediately, as defenders or 
opponents, were to take part in the great contest ; after a 
review of all the elements, which were already preparing the 
way for the development of the new epoch, and which 
contributed to mould its character — ^let us now return to 
Germany and Italy, which still remained the centre not only 
of European civilization, but of European politics. Germany, 
after having, in consequence of constitutional changes, sunk, 
under the Bohemian emperor Charles, into a feeble and 
disorganized condition, and after her imperial crown seemed 
to have utterly lost all authority and respect under Wenceslaus, 
began to rise anew under the last Bohemian emperor Sigis- 
mund. This was attributable partly to the power he pos- 
sessed as king of Hungary, albeit his reign in that country 
was not untroubled ; but principally to the two great general 
councils of Constance and of Basel. These councils Sigismund, 
true to the ancient idea of the emperor as the protector of 
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the church and of ihe whole Christian lepnblio of Europe, 
supported with the utmost zeal. He was mored to this zeal 
indeed by a special cause more nearly ' touching his own 
interest, for he needed these general assembkes of the 
church, and the expression of public opinion they formed, in 
order to subdue more readily the Hussites, either by forcible 
or by peaceful means. The sanguinary novelties of the 
Hussites originated not in any philosophical theory embracing 
the entire i^stem of the Catholic faith, as in the case of 
Arnold of Brescia, but in the denial of some particular 
mysteries and rites of Christianity. These doctrines, first 
broached bya German, had been developed in England, and 
thence transplanted to Prague, had found in the troubled and 
disorganized state of the empire material and fuel enough to 
excite a great popular commotion. And now in these bloody 
Hussite wars we, for the first time, perceive what frightful 
effects must ensue, when the afiairs of the church and of 
Christianity, neglected by their spiritual and temporal heads,' 
whose first duty it had been to watch over them, at last ! 
devolve upon a passionately excited people, and have to be' 
decided by a desolating civil war. 

The dependent condition of the popes at Avignon had led 
to double elections, and, as some nations recognised one and 
some the other of the two popes as legitimate and validly 
elected, a universal disrupture, a schism of the western 
church was the result. This schism produced so many 
injurious effects upon modes of thinking, upon manners, upon 
the state, and upon the public condition in general, that it 
was rightly regarded as the greatest calamity by contempo- 
raries. Little as those councils fulfilled the hopes that had 
been entertained of them, heavy as is the censure that their pro- 
ceedings and decrees have in many respects brought down, yet 
they nevertheless contributed in an extraordinary degree to 
revive the connection between the several European states, as 
members of a common Christian republic, and thus served to 
prepare the way for the subsequent epoch. Their more imme- 
diate object, to eflect a valid election of the supreme head of 
the church, and to secure his independence, was indeed 
attained, but was in one respect dearly purchased. At first, 
in order to allay more easily the difficulties springing from a 
schism scarcely composed, men, meritorious indeed, but distin^ 
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guished also by their high birth, were elected as heads of the 
church. This was a proceeding in itself as little open to 
absolute censure, as it was for tho popes, when once more 
restored to Rome, zealously to engage in the task of the poli- 
tical restoration and conservation of the ecclesiastical states — 
the guarantee of their independence. The fifteenth century, 
too, can point to several popes great and distinguished by 
their learning and character. But only too easily do men 
pass from one extreme to another. What was at first merely 
a just anxiety for the maintenance of an independence that 
had been long curtailed, speedily appeared to become the 
chief aim of policy. The endeavours of the great princely 
houses to acquire the supreme ecclesiastical dignity ; regard 
for high birth and secular power gained in the papal elections 
an overweening influence : and, in general, the national 
Italian prince often occupied the place of the supreme eccle- 
siastical chief. The warlike Julius the Second, who would 
have gained great glory on a temporal throne, did not less 
injure the Roman see in public opinion, than did the bad 
moral reputation of Alexander the Sixth. Leo the Tenth 
himself, the son of the great Lorenzo, the patron of Raphael, 
possessed many qualities which entitled him to the honour of 
giving his name to the age of the revival of learning ; but in 
those quUifications, which were more immediately suited to 
his high calling, and which would have enabled him to preserve 
the religious unity of Europe, he was far more deficient. An 
ascetic Ximenes, whose powerful mind included in its grasp 
political afiairs and social relations equally with the graver 
learning of his age, would have then been better on the Roman 
throne than all the Medici. 

If the concentration in the person of Sigismund of 
royal and imperial po'Vfer ; if the revival of the old idea that 
the nations of western Christendom formed a great brother- 
hood ; if the primacy of honour and the influence thereby 
accruing to the emperor contributed much to exalt once more 
the fEillen imperial dignity, yet the union of the houses of 
Luxemburg and Austria, reamed likewise in the person of 
Sigismund, produced consequences no less fortunate for all 
Germany. The germ of discord was removed by this union 
of the two princely houses, the most powerful at that time in 
Ge;rmany ; for Bavaria, which had been so much aggrandized 
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tinder the emperor Lewis, had acain lost most of its new 
acquisitions. The great hopes, it is true, both for Germany 
and for the grandeur of his own house, which the emperor 
Albert the Second had inspired, were blasted by his prema^ 
ture death. Moreover, the long-desired umon between 
Austria and Hungary was on the death of the youthful 
Ladislaus interrupted, until at a subsequent period it was 
renewed by Maximilian. The imperial dignity, however, 
still remained uninterruptedly in that princely house, which, 
since the time of Rodolph, possessed so many claims thereto, 
and which, by its chivalrous virtues and political principles, 
was more capable than any other of reviving^ its ancient 
splendour. Frederick the Fourth laboured strenuously to 
uphold the imperial prerogatives, although, from' the weakness 
of his hereditary states, he was unable successfully to withstand 
the superior armies of Hungary under Matthias Corvinus. 

With all the apparent calm and nonchalance of his singular 
character, we cannot deny him the possession of learning, 
intellect, and prudence; qualities whereby he acquired no 
inconsiderable influence over the affiurs of Europe. But the 
second founder of the Austrian house and of Austrian power 
was, in truth, his son Maximilian. If, despite the good 
fortune which sometimes attended him, he had oftener need 
of fortitude ; if his active and restless life was one unbroken 
struggle; if he was unable to realize many of his greatiest 
schemes, yet his genius nevertheless remained by no means 
without influence. More by that genius than by outward power 
did he become the renovator of Germany, especially of her 
constitution, her manners, her general modes of thinking, 
and her civilization. Thus he had the chief Hgency in 
calling into being and laying the foundations' of the new 
epoch. 



LECTURE XL 

THE AGE OF THE EMPEROR MAXIMILIAN* 

When an age is ripe for a general convulsion, it needs but 
a single shock, but a single spark, and the flames burst forth 
on aU sides. Such was now the condition of Europe. The 
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royal autbority in France, in Spain, and England had simul- 
taneoosly with the national energies been deyeloped to an 
unwonted degree ; the power of Switzerland and the genius 
of Italy had attained their highest pitch, and Germany was 
already nurturing the youthful hero, who was destined to 
raise her once more to her ancient dignity, when she was the 
first state, the first nation in Europe. The Burgundian war^— 
the ambition of Charles the Bold, enkindled by his innate 
spirit of chivaliy, by the ancient name of Burgundy, by the 
vast wealth of his dominions, by his own proud heart, and by 
the example of Alexander the Great — ^was this first shock, 
that for upwards of a century and a half threw all Europo 
into the conyulsions of war. The Swiss overthrew the Bur* 
gundians in three immortal battles, the last of which the daring 
hero Charles could not survive, and thereby laid themselves 
the foundation for the grandeur of the house of Hapsburg, 
with whom they had been at feud for a century and a half^ and 
with an exasperation that far exceeded the limits of the first 
rupture. Even before the fatal ambition of the daring hero had 
broken out in the Swiss war, the emperor Frederick the Fourth 
had taken, as he believed, the best means to secure the 
greatness of his house and the dignity of the empire^ by 
betrothing his son Maximilian to the heiress of Burgundy. 
Whether, on his interview with Charles, the violence of the 
Burgundian, or the envious suggestions of the French king 
Lewis alarmed him, and induced his speedy departure, cannot 
be decided. Both sovereigns must have been equally alien to 
the temper of the pacific and honourable emperor. In the 
wild attack which Charles undertook against the empire, 
Frederick proved that if he loved peace, it was not from weak- 
ness or from mere love of ease. It was the object of the duke 
of Burgundy to erect those central provinces between France 
and Germany, which since the times of Charlemagne and the 
Carlovingians had been connected by so many ancient ties, 
into a kingdom, which was to stretch from the North Sea to 
the Alps, perhaps even to the southern coasts of Provence. 
Such a kingdom would have been with justice called a Bur- 
gundian one, would have satisfied, nay have surpassed, the 
claims associated with the name, and Charles would have 
become a king, not only in name^ but in reality. He was 
foiled (as indeed failure had often attended the attacks of a 
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bold and chivalrous nobility, which, howeyer, was not or- 
ganized upon the new tactical system), by the unconquerable* 
bravery of the Swiss peasantry. - What policy had been 
unable to effect was now accomplished by love and heroism ; 
for we can say with truth, that it was love which knit the 
bonds between Mary of Burgundy and the youthful Maxi- 
milian. This is confirmed by the intimate concord which 
animated the souls of both during their brief union. It 
appears also in the open and quite unexpected declaration 
made by Mary to the assembled States, that were hesitating to 
decide between France and the other cliumants to her hand. 
She announced to them that she had already long plighted 
troth to Maximilian by written promise and by interchange 
of rings, and hence could not now retract Maximilian eagerly 
responded to these words, so flattering both to his feelings and 
to his love of &me, with suitable deeds of daring, and in the 
confusion of those times had full opportunity to furnish the 
first arduous proofs of knightly heroism. Thus begins the 
history of the great emperor, more like a romance of 
chivalry than the first unfolding of important political 
events. To him love was no idle play ef the imagination—- ^ 
no empty dream of youth ; but the flame which enkindled him 
to great deeds. Even as a mere youth, when dealing with 
the veteran politician Lewis the Eleventh, who had grown 
grey in the arts of dissimulation, he gave proof of a strong 
understanding ; and the constancy, that never deserted him 
in the midst of the insurgent people, showed that he possessed 
not only the courage of the valiant knight in the day of battle, 
but also that far more rare and lofty courage, which never 
sufiered him to be bowed down or shaken, which kept him 
always master of himself, even when deprived of arms, and in 
the hands of the enemy, and ever mindful of his own honour 
and dignity. It was given to him to unite what is so rarely 
united, heroic energy with tender gentleness. He, who fighting 
against superior numbers, had himself worsted so many in the 
battle-field, — who, for knightly sport and recreation, used, like 
the fabulous heroes of antiquity, to vanquish lions with his 
own hand, — who on their own terrific crags left behind him 
some of the boldest hunters of the Alps,— who made it hia 
amusement, in his headlong course, to sport with danger, — he 
was at the same time susceptible of the tenderest emotionsi 
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Of his first beloYed wife^ wlio wa.s so qnickly snatched away 
from him, he could never speak or thmk for years after her 
death without emotion and tears ; — to his father, whom he so 
much surpassed in energy and intellect, he yet invariably 
evinced the most pious reverence and filial devotedness, never 
presuming on his superior fEUSulties. Although bom a warrior 
and a general, he was nevertheless, both by sentiment and 
on principle, a lover of peace ; and, as far as was compatible 
wi<& honour and the accomplishment of his great objects, he 
ever preferred peaceful negotiations to an appeal to arms, and 
showed unwearied patience and pliancy in all transactions 
and affidrs of state. 

This great and virtuous emperor has been often aspersed by 
the depreciatory criticisms both of native and foreign his- 
torians, simply and exclusively because ho was unable to 
execute all his great schemes. As though the noblest and 
best ideas were those, which so thoroughly correspond to 
the wishes of the multitude, that any one wno but possesses 
power and is f&voured by fortune, may comprehend, nay even 
realize them ; — as though that veiy thing is not often the 
hardest to accomplish, which yet is alone right and truly great, 
which the multitude and the age do not as yet spontaneously 
desire and believe in, but which is still necessary for them in 
order to raise them above themselves;: — as though in a noble 
contest with the spirit of an age, greater moral heroism may 
not be evinced, than by taking advantage of its weaknesses. 

And after all Maximilian achieved more, and exerted 
greater infiuence on his own age and Europe itself, than any 
of the three French kings, who were his contemporaries, 
although they possessed far greater power ; more too than all 
the subtle Italmn politicians, who thought they so often far 
surpassed and overreached him, as every one else bom on 
this side of the Alps. As regards his internal policy in 
Qermany and Austria, the Catholic Queen Isabella and 
Ximenes, can alone, among his contemporaries, sustain a 
comparison with him. While yet in the fiower of his age, 
and, as it were, at a stroke, he saved his Burgundian heri- 
tage, the preservation of which, under the circumstances, sur- 
passed all expectation ; he delivered Austria from Hungary 
after the death of Matthias Corvinus, and although in this 
quarter he was neither able nor willing further to follow up 
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bis advantages and victories, He yet secured the old here^ 
ditarj claims of Austria upon that crown, and founded upon 
these two great acquisitions and expectations the future 
power of his house. Under the sole government of his 
&ther, its peace had been often troubled : but with his co- 
operation it was now fully restored, and its divided strength 
once more reunited. 

Moreover, as he could not always accomplish all that he 
aimed at, his personal relations to Europe, to Germany, and to 
his age in general, and the influence he exercised upon them, 
will be far better understood by reflecting upon the prin- 
ciples that guided him, rather than by narrating his actions 
and history. The principles according to which Maximilian 
acted in the afiairs and political relations of Europe, as well as 
of Germany, were identical with those, which his predecessors 
of the Hapsburg family had long followed, and always kept 
in view. The only diflerence was, that he took up thede 
principles with greater energy and zeal, and combined with 
them many ideas and views altogether original and peculiar. 
With respect to European affairs, the principles of Austria 
had been ever the same, from the time of Albert the Second 
down to Maximilian, yea, even to Charles the Fifth ; namely, 
to direct all the miliUury force of united Europe against the 
then universal enemy the Turks, and among the Christian 
powers to preserve peace as much as possible; to attain 
every object rather by way of peaceful negotiation than by 
force of arms ; and if contests and wars did actually arise, 
speedily to compose them in the same way, as a family dis^ 
pute ; to unite tho reigning houses more and more into one 
£imily ; and, finally, to support in all things the dignity and 
the authority of the church and of the pope, and uphold the 
ancient rights and claims of the imperial crown. That even 
in Italy the Austrian sovereigns never sought to stretch 
their authority beyond the limits of a supreme protectorate 
(after the old imperial fashion), or to convert their power 
into unlimited despotism, is best proved by the result. 

These were the principles on which all the Austrian em- 
perors, from Albert the Second to Charles the Fifth, based 
their policy. They were very different from those of the 
other European kings, among whom, if any system — any 
fixed maxims, of government be traceable, they are such only 
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as tend to the consolidation of absolute power. The Austrian 
sovereigns, moreover, were gnided by the far loftier idea of 
a Christian republio— of a free and peaceable confederation of 
all European states and nations. The very first undertaking 
of the eniperor Albert was a vigorous war against the 
Turks, wherein sickness and death overtook him. It was a 
great misfortune for Hungary, that after his death, and es- 
pecially during the reign of Matthias Corvinus, the energies 
of that country, instead of being employed in persevering 
opposition against the Turks, were weakened by intemsd 
divisions, or altogether wasted in idle and ambitious schemes 
against neighbouring Christian kingdoms. Brief as was his 
reign, Albert the Second gave, nevertheless, the strongest 
proofs of his anxiety for the peace of the church and for the 
dignity of its head. Even from the time of their founder 
!Rodolph, the Austrian had been distinguished above all 
German princes as well by their devotion to the faith and 
to the church, as by their chivalrous virtues. In the life of 
the emperor Frederick the Fourth, his long friendship for 
.JEneaa Sylvius, who was subsequently Pope Pius the Second, 
is one of its noblest traits. The labours of this pontiff, one 
of the most learned and intellectual men of his age, had 
succeeded in restoring the peace of the church, troubled 
chiefly by the schisms of the councils, and the fury of the 
Htussites. If all his successors in the papal chair had under- 
stood Germany and German affairs so accurately as he, this 
peace would have been longer preserved. The superior power 
of the warlike, capricious, and avaricious Matthias Corvinus, 
Frederick indeed was unable to withstand ; but in his nego- 
tiations and political relations with Switzerland, with France, 
and Burgundy, he was more fortunate. In these he dis- 
played, besides his usual sagacity, a lore of peace, that was 
with him, not a sentiment merely, but a principle. Maximi- 
lian, too, was only drawn by others into that eddy of wars, 
alliances, and counter-alliances, which at that period kept 
half Europe in agitation. Charles the Bold s ambition and 
thirst of &.me gave the impulse ; and after his fall, the same 
lust of conquest seized on the French kings, especially Charles 
the Eighth ; while Lewis the Eleventh, on the contrary, had 
striven to aggrandize his power only within his own domi- 
nions. When the contest regarding the inheritance of Bur* 
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gondy was at length temiioated, this last of conqnest was 
directed towards Italy. Milan and Naples were the objects, 
and Switzerland the generally too ready instrument, of these 
ambitious yiews. The levity and anarchy of the Florentines, 
the selfish neutrality of Venice, and the crafty politics of all 
the Italians, fumisned the materials of fermentation, and fed 
the flames of war, which devastated Italy so long, with ever 
fresh fueL 

The Italians had brought these evils on themselves; they 
had been the first to call in the French. 

After their country had long been the theatre of war, 
whereby it had been utterly distracted, the ruling idea of the 
nation was expressed in one single wish, namely, the liberation 
of Italy from foreign yoke, or from the yoke of the barbarians, 
as they termed all bom on this side of the Alps. This was, 
however, a mere negative, an utterly unattainable desire. 
Italy' could not at that period become a single state, for 
which of the subsisting states, which were all of nearly equal 
power, could so far acquire superiority over the others, as to 
become the centre of the new body politic, and incorporate them 
with itself ? For this purpose it would have been necessanr 
that, save this one, they should all be first dissolved, and their 
local peculiarities at least be destroyed. Thus it was often tbe 
very parties who spoke the loudest about the unity and inde- 
pendence of the nation, who threw their country into anarchy, 
and led thereby to its subjection. The Italians of that age 
were indeed in general superior to any other people in politics ; 
if we apply that term to dissimulation, or to the art of acquir- 
ing or preserving power by all possible means ; but of great 
political ideas we. find no longer any trace among them at this 
period. It was self-evident that northern and central Italy 
could only be constituted as a confederation of independent 
states. Now if, in order to maintain equilibrium therein, the 
power and protection of a third party were needed, it would have 
been easy for the Italians to draw a comparison between the 
French protectorate which they were introducing, and that 
supreme control of the German emperors, which was founded 
upon ancient law and custom. They should have contrasted 
the fate of the smaller provinces incorporated with the French 
monarchy, such as Bretagne and Provence, with the independ- 
ence enjoyed by the particular states and nations in (Germany 
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under the imperial sway. Hence those older Italian patriots 
of the time of Dante, who desired nothing more ardently than 
to see a vigoroos German emperor, who should lore honour 
and justice, and should regenerate Italy and the empire, chose 
a far better path than those later and false patriots of Florence, 
who had the liberation of Italy perpetually on their lips. 
Cpuld Maqcimilian hare fulfilled the singular wish he ex- 
pressed in his later years of becoming pope, we may readily 
presume, that he would have succeeded in Italy as well as in 
Ctermany by establishing order and unity in a confederacy of 
Italian states, and perhaps making Rome the centre of such 
a league. He would probably hare been more competent to 
preside over the church than Pope Julius the Second, who was 
as much addicted to war as he was inconstant in his alliances, 
and who no less contributed to introduce confusion into Italy, 
than to lower the authority of the ecclesiastical dignity. 

In the whirlpool of these Italian wars, amid the confusion of 
leagues and counter-leagues quickly formed and dissolved, 
and wherein he was now fairly entangled, Maximilian is best 
characterized by the conscientiousness with which he adhered 
to the alliances he had once entered into. He was alike 
averse to the arts of the Italian politicians, and to the levity 
wherewith the French kings, albeit they were not all systemati- 
cally faithless like Lewis the Eleventh, so speedily forgot their 
promises. This conscientiousness often deprived him of the 
greatest advantages and success. One design he had in these 
Italian wars peculiar to himself^ but which he was unable to 
realize, although the principal powers of that period coope- 
rated with him to that end, either from not rightly comprehend- 
ing or from quickly losing aght of the object : this was the de- 
struction and partition of Yenice. The high degree in which he 
was personally wronged by Venice can here alone justify or 
excuse him. The encroachments and conquests of Venice 
had violated or menaced the Tyrol, Italy, and the empire in 
its ancient rights, claims, and territorial frontiers. Here 
therefore, was a suflScient ground and occasion for war, and if 
the spirit of conquest was not here without its influence, yet 
this was the quarter, certainly, in which it could be exerted 
with the most advantage to the hereditary dominions of the 
house of Austria. Maximilian, however, sought not to curb 
Venice, but urged its destruction, and his hatred against this 
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staie» the only one agunst which he evinced hatred, may 
perhaps have had other besides these merely personal gronnda 
In a complicated and agitated community of independent 
states, an undisguised, warlike, and passionate lust of conquest 
is fax less dangerous and fatal to that public spirit, which 
alone can presenre freedom and unity, than cold selfish 
neutrality. Nothing is more likely to offend and exasperate a 
statesman, animated with lore of justice and honour, and 
inspired by great ideas, than such calculating selfishness. 
Thus from his loftier point of view, Maximilian may not per« 
haps have been wrong in attributing the source of all the 
evils in Italy chiefly to Venice. 

Usual as it is to censure the state-policy of Maximilian, 
because he did not succeed in all his objects, he yet accom- 
plished more than the kings of France, with incomparably 
greater power, were able to achieve, for with all their love of 
conquest, the latter yet acted as if they had no plan what-, 
ever, or could not adhere to one. Fortune assisted in raising 
Madmilian's son, Philip the Fair, as well as his grandson 
Charles, to the Spanish throne. But would it not be indeed 
unjust to ascribe exclusively to fortune the fruit of so many 
toils undergone, so many obstacles overcome; when it is 
certain that no contemporary sovereign was so active and inde- 
&tigable in negotiations, and in the despatch of state business, 
nor acted upon such fixed principles, as Maximilian ? 

Far simpler than his share in the Italian troubles, and in 
the affairs of Europe in general, was his task in Germany* 
There too, from the badness of the constitution, and the 
club-law which was thereby perpetuated, he had extraordi«- 
nary difficulties to contend with. His peculiar merit did not 
lie m the unwearied, ever-renewed efforts, that he made to 
maintain the public peace, and give efficiency to the laws for 
that object by the institution of the chamber of justice, and 
the division of Germany into circles. These measures had 
been already approved of and commenced by his predecessors, 
but he is to be commended for having carried them into 
effect with greater energy and perseverance, and on a more 
systematic plan. The reason, however, why tranquillity was. 
never wholly re-establisbcd, is to be sought for in the con- 
stitution itself, in which Charles the Fourth, fiEir from eradi- 
cating the chief political evils, had, by imparting to them tlie 



152 LEOTUBES ON MODERN BISTORT. 

semblance of law, only perpetnated and legalized them. 
Cbarles the Fourth, too, had promulgated laws regarding the 
public peace. ' • But his views and principles were very 
different from those of the Austrian emperors. It is remark- 
able that the far more fitting measures proposed by the 
emperor, Albert the Second, for insuring the public peace, 
were rejected, because they were found too favourable to the 
cities, a striking proof of the spirit that animated the policy 
of the Austrian emperors. Frederick the Fourth, it is 
affirmed, sought to abolish the Roman jurisprudence, a juris- 
prudence which had introduced so much complication into the 
affairs of life,, and whose influence was injurious to freedom, 
and which had deprived us of that noble old institution, 
originally.Oermanic, but now preserved in England alone — 
the sessions of the peace, wherein the judges are taken from 
the. people themselves, and the accused are tried by their 
peers.. It is certain that it was the general principle of the 
Austrian emperors, to uphold national rights and customs. 
The best illustration of Austrian principles with regard to 
the political constitution of Germany is to be found in the 
first proposal for the subdivision of the empire according to 
the four chief nations, the Suabians, Bavarians, Nether- 
landers, and Saxons. We may assume that this division into 
circles was not intended merely as a substitute for the old 
extinct duchies, but was to pave the way for their restora- 
tion. . Such a restoration in regard to Suabia, Austria 
repeatedly endeavoured to accomplish ; and here the general 
interest of the whole empire coincided with that of her own 
house. . To restore these old national duchies and confedera- 
tions would have been the sole means for thoroughly renovating 
the constitution, so that all affairs of national interest, and 
especially the election of. the king, should be decided by the 
r^ will and power of the nation. The very reverse of all 
this took place in the elective constitution of Charles the 
Fourth, by reason of the arbitrary distribution of the right of 
election without any reference whatever to the chief members 
and great divisions of the nation, as well as by reason of the 
privileges conferred on the prince-electors. In a confederate 
state, if the prince-electors are almost wholly independent 
and hereditary, and the supreme head finds himself shackled 
by his very election, it is easy to foresee that the electors 
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must, by ihe force of tluDgs, every day grow more powerfal, 
because they have so many . opportunities which they can 
take advantage of for snch a purpose. The head of the 
state, on the other hand, becomes necessarily more and more 
powerless, the bonds between the head and the members are 
relaxed, and the whole body politic approximates ever nearer 
to its dissolution. This, in the case of the Germanic empire, 
would have ensued much earlier, if a concurrence of peculiar 
circumstances had not artificially so long protracted its exist- 
ence. Thus Charles the Fourth's fundamental constitution of 
the empire was in reality a fundamental disorganization 
thereof. Still more injurious was the moral effect it for the 
most part produced upon the sentiments and modes of think- 
ing of the German princes. By this constitution thdr feel- 
ings were necessarily and inevitably estranged and diverted 
from the empire at large, and their minds turned exclusively 
towards the aggrandizement of their own power ; and it only 
too often happened, that the election of the king, which 
ought to have been the most momentous affidr of the whole 
nation, was in the un worthiest manner made matter of 
bargain and sale between a few princes and their councillors. 
Hence, likewise,* that selfishness and coarse appetite for petty 
territorial acquisitions, joined to the utmost indifference and 
lukewarmness for all that concerned their fatherland and its 
general well-being, which became from this period apparent 
in the sentiments and mode of thinking of the German 
princes. In the pictures that are drawn of the club-law 
existing at that period, the blame of all the disorders then 
prevailing is usually cast exclusively on the nobility. These 
disorders were undoubtedly great, for they amounted almost 
to a general civil war between the powerful and arrogant 
cities, and an equally unbridled nobility. Under the mask, 
however, of mildness, and the semblance of legal forms, the 
degeneracy of the princes, their want of patriotism, was per- 
haps still greater than that of the nobles themselves. To the 
latter, with all their turbulence, we cannot deny, even at this 
epoch, the possession of noble energies and qualities, which, 
bad they been only better regulated and more severely con- 
trolled, must have exerted an ennobling and beneficial in- 
fluence upon their country. We can also trace this spirit in 
the autobiography of the hero, Gotz von Berlichingen. The 
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whole dab-law system and its animating sentiments are there 
truly enough revealed; and in his own frank avowals he 
presents us with a curious compound of the robber-chief^ and 
oi an enthusiastic hero devoted to his country and his duty. 
This warlike, dub-law nobility, that now got the upper hand, 
was a new, and in truth a very degenerate, form of nobility, 
when compared with our old national and the ensuing feudal 
and chivsdrous nobility ; it was the fourth form assumed by 
that fundamental power of the state. The first germ of the 
abuse lay in the ancient right of self-defence ; this degene- 
racy, however, and anarchy, did not become generally preva- 
lent until the feudal ties grew relaxed and lost their forces 
while the spirit of chivalry, never having become universally 
prevalent, was not sufficiently strong to counteract the eviL 
There were two different means whereby this state of con- 
fusion could be put an end to : either by the establishment of 
absolute monarchy, or by bringing bsbok the nobles to their 
true destination and to the old original principles of the 
(Jermanic constitution. The latter was the better, but like- 
wise the more arduous course. Among a nobility like this, a 
very powerful emperor alone could have succeeded in estab- 
lishing order, and in directing such noble energies to the 
well-being of the state. But it was the princes themselves 
who chiefiy impeded such a policy, by their perpetual oppo- 
sition to tne imperial authority, and by the general want they 
evinced of all high purpose and generous sentiment, and of 
truly .princely and patriotic views. 

In its principles and modes of thinking the house of Haps- 
burg is clearly distinguished from the other German princely 
houses, and, by its more chivalrous spirit, forms an honour- 
able exception in that age ; a very powerful cause may indeed 
be assigned in explanation of the fact. The extraordinary 
and almost uninterrupted series of misfortunes that befel it in 
the interval between JEtodolph and Maximilian may have con- 
tributed to preserve in its members a lofty tone of mind, 
while recollections of Rodolph's fame and the pristine glory of 
their house and its great destinies upheld their courage ; so 
that even in the utmost misfortunes they never ceased to aim 
at the imperial dignity, and at the restoration of their ancient 
glory. A great aim is the best security against petty hvlta 
and petty ways of thinking. 
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No one was so deeply impressed as Maximilian with noble 
seal for the honour of his house, as well as with the high 
destination of the imperial office. Himself a knight and a 
patriotic Oerman, he inspired the nobility of his age with a 
sense of chivaby and a spirit of patriotism, and in general 
restored peace and order in Germany, as far as under the 
circumstances was at all practicable. An idea peculiar to 
Maximilian was the institution of the Suabian league. This 
German confederacy, founded in accordance with the old 
Germanic customs and Grermanic predilection for free associa* 
tions, and after the example of the Swiss and the Hanseatio 
league, was intended to create a national power, that might 
restore the constitution to its ancient force and dignity^ 
The union of the cities, nobles, and princes might perhaps 
compose and heal the dissensions between the two first^ which 
hadaknost grown to a general civil war, and might in general 
reanimate national feelings and the sentiment of German 
unity in the most subdivided portions of the empire. To 
this end, this great and powerful league much contributed; 
until subsequently great events and new objects carried 
away the spirit of the age, and a universa][ change ensued* 
That Maximilian here meditated something beyond and far 
greater than this, is evident from his seeking to draw the 
Swiss into the Suabian league, and thus make a last attempt 
to unite them once more closely to the empire. If in this 
project also he failed, he still has the merit of having sought 
what it was the duty of a German emperor to seek,— of 
having foreseen the unhappy consequences to Germany, 
which its separation from Switzerland involved ; and if any 
practicable means were left to reknit the severed ties, the 
method he adopted was the most calculated to insure success^ 

The modes of thinking and the political principles of the 
Austrian princes may be most accurately characterized in a 
few words, by saying that they best upheld the constitution 
of the middle ages, until a new age required other maxims of 
government. The three univer^ bonds, whereby all the 
nations of western Europe in the middle age were or might be 
united into one Christian republic, were the Church, the Im- 
perial dignity, and the institution of chivalry. In these three 
great moral powers lay all the substance and the whole com- 
pass of political art in the middle age. They survived the 
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longest in tlie imperial house of Austria ; while, in the other 
great states, the notion of all Christendom constituting a 
body-politic — a confederacy of Christian nations, had been 
already long lost ; all consideration for the general well-being 
of Europe had been neglected, while selfish and isolated en- 
deavours to consolidate absolute power at home were aloae 
apparent. In the discharge of their imperial duties, the 
Austrian princes proved the truth of this assertion by their 
devotion to the church, by their moderate policy, founded 
upon pacific negotiations in the affairs of Europe, and as re- 
gards Germany, by their chivalrous virtues and ceaseless 
efforts to restore the true old Gormanic freedom and Gormanio 
constitution. • 

V If at that period even a Maximilian, one of the most active, 
energetic, and perhaps intellectual monarchs that modem 
history can point to, neither did nor could succeed, in 
wholly renovating the Grerman constitution, he neverthe- 
less exercised a powerful influence on the German mind, 
which under him, and in part by his means, received in all 
departments a fresh impulse. Although he did not seek, like 
Charles the Fourth, merely to uphold the outward semblance 
and dead forms of the. constitution, but to maintain and re- 
store its living force, he was nevertheless acquainted with 
all the new views and learning wherein his age was so 
fertile. Unweariedly active as a statesman, as a chivalrous 
warrior engaged in numberless wars and martial sports, his 
acquirements and productions in science and art would have yet 
been sufficient to procure for him an honourable place among 
the thinkers and artists of his time, and to have filled up the 
life of a laborious scholar. With the greatest scholars of his 
age, he was in close correspondence ; and, while he would 
propose to some philosophic problems for solution, he would, 
in conjunction with others, personally and zealously engage 
in historical researches. He suggested, nay even himself 
composed several works, and selected moreover the German 
language, although he was versed in all the other tongues then 
current in Europe, and, as a man of business, was familiar 
. with Latin. He loved and patronized the arts of design, 
which in his reign flourished in Germany, especially in the 
person of Albert Diirer. The mechanical arts likewise and the 
mathematics were duly appreciated by him, and applied to the 



\ 



MILITARY SKILL OF THE GERHANS. 157. 

art of war. Through his means the military skill of the Ger- 
mans reached a higher degree of perfection, so that the German 
infantry — the Lands-knechto— was now considered equal to 
the Swiss ; and, with respect to fortification and the use of 
artillery, the Germans, in the opinion of those skilled in the 
art, were superior to all other nations. 

Together with restless activity, he was chiefly distinguished 
by a large comprehensiyeness of mind, which embraced the 
most opposite objects in its grasp. For his impracticable and 
unexecuted projects, no one will reproach him who is ac- 
quainted with those times, and who knows how deeply his 
influence was nevertheless felt mediately or immediately, or 
how much he called forth in the spirit of the age. His faults 
were such as are not seldom to be found in noble-minded, and 
especially in yery active men ; he was somewhat extravagant, 
in anger he was violent, although his powerful mind would 
quickly regain moderation and self-command, and he loved 
enjoyment. 

The character of the German nation at this time was 
divided into two perfectly distinct forms. The German 
nobility and the German cities, in intellect and refinement, 
were more dissimilar than two distinct nations could be from 
each other. Of Maximilian, we may say that he united in 
himself the two elements of German character and German 
civilization then existing. The spirit of chivalry, which 
although no longer gentle and tender, as it appears in earlier 
times and histories, yet still continued to distinguish the law- 
less nobles, and to adorn them with some admirable qualities, 
and those excellences characteristic of the civilization of cities, 
industry, a deep meditative spirit, which speaks to us from the 
buildings, the paintings, and the writings that the burgesses of 
that age have left us, were blended in the mind of Maximilian. 
Without exaggeration we may call Maximilian, in respect of 
his comprehensive intellectual capacity, the most complete, the 
most perfect German of his age. 
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LECTURE XIL 

ON THE REFORMATION. 

Before attempting to draw a picfcnre of the age of the 
Beformation and of Charles the Fifth, this appears to me the 
best opportunity for stating at full the object which I have 
had in view in the composition of these lectures. The age 
we live in, will appear, even to the remotest centuries, one 
of the most remarkable and extraordinary that the history 
of the world can show. Who would not gladly gain a dear 
insight into the inward connection and hidden reasons of 
such extraordinary phenomena? Who would not gladly 
learn to divine the course which the human mind may take 
and will take amid this universal concussion of all things ? 
Who can wholly withdraw his mind from these lofty contem-^ 
plations; can sever and keep himself independent of his 
age ? Wliom does it not seize upon more or less forcibly, and 
hurry irresistibly into the vortex of its movements ? 

Yarious attempts have been made to delineate this age, so 
fertile in great political changes, and in still more important 
intellectual revolutions, to explain and comprehend its various 
movements. Such an end also I have proposed to myself in 
the present lectures. 

That no real history of our own times can be written, but 
at most, only preparatory materials for such can be arranged, 
is quite clear ; for no history of events, which are still incom- 
plete, which are yet too proximate to our view, and in which 
we are still taking part, is possible. Some intellectual writers 
have attempted to characterize the social life of our age, by 
portrajring the individual traits that distinguish it Many 
of these traits, indeed, are found to be correctly drawn; 
many of the remarks are considered acute ; while others 
appear doubtful and vague, or. may be even judged incorrect ; 
but even if each observation taken singly be correct, vet in 
the end we have but isolated views, while the leading idea—* 
the connection and spirit of the whole, is wanting ; which, 
nevertheless, is precisely what we seek for. On the other 
hand, many perspicacious thinkers have endeavoured to ex- 
plain and characterize the spirit of the age, by propounding 
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It general theory of the inevitable march of intellect and of 
man, and by assigning the place which the present age will 
take in this progress, in this series of centnries and cycles. 
But even if such a theory could lay claim to general accept- 
ance, which is far from being the case, it would still ever 
remain a mere undefined outiine, an empty idea. When we 
hear from a philosopher of this stamp that our age hovers on 
the limits between extreme degeneracy and the much-hoped- 
for regeneration and reform, such a remark is £ur from suffi- 
cient, I will not say fully to solve the problem of the 
inighty destinies and providential events, whereof we are 
eye-witnesses, but even to enable us to appreciate the true 
causes and moral character of all these destructive movements 
and revolutions, in which we participate. The historical 
appears to me the safest path for finding that correct appre- 
ciation of the age, which is so anxiously sought for by all. 
Since similar epochs of great and general convulsion have 
occurred before now in the course of modem history, he 
who has a vivid perception of the age of the great northern 
migrations, of the age of the Crusades, and that of the 
Beformation, who has maturely reflected upon the course, 
the consequences, and the characteristic dififerences of these 
epochs, will surely be best on his guard against any illusions 
consequent on the startling events of our times, and best 
enabled to form a clear, well-grounded judgment upon them. 
In this respect, however, I believe that a new delineation of 
well-known £a.cts, directed entirely to this object, will be 
worthy of attention, only if I succeed in describing and illus- 
trating those three great epochs of universal convulsion. 

The historical explication of our own age by the study of 
the past will be, however, fruitless, if we confine ourselves to 
details only ; if, for instance, we seek more isolated parallels^ 
which after all will be merely amusing, never exactly cor- 
rect, nor truly illustrative. The result will be the same, if 
from the endless mass of facts in universal history, we seek 
out matter wherewithal to compare, and to justify, or excuse 
the events of contemporaiy history ; for it would be easy to 
find in this way some similar case, some apparently justifying 
fact, for everything, however revolting to the feelings, how- 
ever shocking to the reason; and so in this manner the 
words of the Preacher would be verified, ** that thero 15 
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nothing new under tlie sun." If we do not look to mere de- 
tails, but to the general spirit and connection of history, there 
is, nndoubtedly, no better antidote to the errors of our 
own age, than the recollections of the mighty past. For 
this reason I thought myself obliged, in addition to the three 
great epochs of universal convulsion — ^the epoch of the Ger- 
manic migrations, of the Crusades, and of the Reformation, 
to add as vigorous a picture as was in my power of the 
primitive German people; to portray as well their earliest 
condition, when they were still living in the primeval free- 
dom of their forests, as the full maturity of their civilization 
in the middle age. This required us especially to survey and 
illustrate the great politics^ powers and forms which pre- 
vailed in the middle age ; the relations and bonds of union 
between the church and the old imperial power, in Germany, 
Italy, and Europe ; and, finally, the spirit of chivalry. Tms 
was the more needful, because the chief question, even of 
our own times, the grand question of our social constitution, 
turns upon the possibility of preserving what is essentially 
good and beneficial in our ancient constitution, in the new 
social relations that have sprung up throughout the world ; 
upon the best, most fitting, and safest combination of ancient 
rights, with all that .the circumstances of modem life im- 
periously require* 

This leads us to refiect upon the chief fundamental power 
of civil life and the constitution of society. History and 
theory coincide in representing the nobility as this funda- 
mental power of the state, as all other orders have been 
formed and moulded in and by the nobility. If this be so, it 
will be the simpler and safer course to explain in what 
nobility essentially consists ; what its mission requires it to 
be, by a mere comparison of facts, by a narrative of what it 
origioallv was, and what in the course of time it became, at 
first by Its noble development and glorification through the 
laws and high obligations of chivalry, and afterwards in its 
degeneracy and barbarism through club-law and unbridled 
love of war. Such a course is fiur preferable to any of those 
uncertain theories about the state, the constitution, and legis- 
lation, of which our times have seen so many arise and dis- 
appear. Of all earlier ages of universal commotion, not one 
Approximates so dosely to the present as the age of the 
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Refonnation. If, in the age of the migration of the northern 
nations, and in that of the crusades, the universal moyement 
was rather produced by a fresh spring of the imagination, in 
that, of the Reformation, precisely as in our own, it was the 
understanding, it was thought, tluit then asserted its supre- 
macy, and proved itself a power either of preservation or 
destruction. That thought — ^that god within us — ^when turned 
to things divine, should be able to exert so powerful a sway 
over the world and over time, is in itself something calculated 
to exalt the dignity of man. How terrific its power and its 
action may become, if passion and self-love govern its high 
energies, tbat age as well as our own offers striking and 
instructive examples. Hence a careful examination of the 
Reformation, and especially of its internal causes, will find a 
fitting place in this series of reflections upon modem history, 
and constitute a necessary, perhaps even the most important 
part thereof. The causes wherein originated the Lutheran 
troubles, and whereby they attained such rapid diffusion and 
8uch permanent duration, and, in fine, the reasons why, 
instead of a reformation of Ihe whole church, a mere schism 
was the result, these will be set forth in the clearest light by 
a characteristic description of the following four great and 
extraordinary Germans. 

Reuchlin, Ulric von Hntten, Luther, and MelancthotU 
were each of them scholars, although the first filled also 
several considerable offices of state, and the second was a 
Boldier and a knight. As scholars they exerted, by their 
writings and their eloquence, an influence upon their age and 
upon the world, such as few niters and princes of that or any 
other period have exercised. The two former, Reuchlin and 
Hutten, as they only prepared the way for and sympathized 
in the movement, occupy a lees prominent place in history, 
yet was their influence not really the less on that account. 
Reuchlin was a man of whom it may be said, that if his had 
been the predominant spirit, if so rare and profound a spirit 
could have become universal, a reformation in the higher 
sense of the word, a philosophic illustration and restoration of 
Christianity, obscured by scholastie disputes, would indeed 
have been effected ; but tbat never would Protestantism^ 
never would a schism in the church have been introduced* 
The characters of Ulric von Hutten and Luther account for 
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the rise of the schism, and for that spirit of violence, hostile 
to all reconciliation, which the Reformation assumed from the 
yery outset Had it heen still possible to restore the 
'troubled peace after the rupture ^had already existed for an 
•entire generation, that work, so earnestly desired by the great 
emperor Charles the Fifth, would have l)een more readily 
accomplished through the mild Melancthon, and other like- 
minded men, than by any other Protestants. In subsequent 
times the prevalent modes of thinking were much changed, 
:the spirit of theiProtestauts became very different. Rightly 
ito understand, however, the moral philosophic causes of that 
.great event, so fertile in results, we must wholly transplant 
ourselves into that first period, must contemplate the Reforma- 
tion exactly as it was in its origin. 

Reuchlin, one of the first scholars that Germany ever 
produced, and as much at home in Italy as in his native 
country, united all the literary culture, all the knowledge and 
learning, which^ either country at the end of the fifteenth 
century could supply. Not content with being the powerful 
critic and restorer of the then reviving Qreek literature, he 
was at the same time, for all Europe, the founder and creator 
«of oriental studies. Unlike later scholars and men of letters, 
however, these studies were not with him a mere matter of 
.philology, of historical compilation, or of rhetorical brilliancy, 
«he directed all his researches to the highest object of know- 
ledge, that which the inquiring mind must ever consider its 
principal concern, namely, the knowledge of man, of nature, 
:and of God. 

He was beyond comparison the profoundest philosopher' of 
'his age ; in 'the rare combination of depth with perspicuity he 
surpasses even Leibnitz. With respect to the fulness and scope 
of his learning, no one at that day could be compared with him, 
except perhaps one Italian youth, Prince-Pius di Mirandola, 
the wonder of his contemporaries. .The latter, however, was 
snatched away W a premature death, and never attained so 
much lucidity of thought as Reuchlin. With the external 
world, with life and affairs of state, Reuchlin was necessarily 
familiar, as a man standing in closest connection with most of 
the learned and with many highly educated princes and 
nobles of his time, both in Italy and Germany. His predi- 
lection for oriental languages and oriental philosophy rendered 
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'lum an object of dislike and suspioion to some of the more 
narrow-minded ecclesiastics and theologians of his itime. The 
dispute was animated, and waseren carried to Rome ; but in 
Rome the decision was iEiYourable to Beuchlin and to tiie good 
cause. Rome was at that time more than erer the seat of 
learning, of the arts, and of true intellectual -culture ; and 
shortly before the breaking out of the Reformation, an inde- 
pendence of thought prevailed there, that must almost astonish 
ns at the present day. Yet it was not the case, as is often re- 
presented, that in Rome free-thinking and, religious indifPer- 
entism prevailed all the more generally in secret, because they 
werc( not publicly professed, and had made men .tolerant and 
indulgent in matters of &ith, if they did not affect the con- 
stitution of the church. This mode of thii^ing may indeed 
here and there have manifested itself in Italy, but among the 
heading men, the better and worthier dass .of literati, these 
liberal views sprang from a thorough and profound knowledge 
of philosophy, as well as of religion and art, and from a con- 
viction of their mutual harmony. Reuchlin's philosophy &x 
surpasses the measure and the limits of common-place aoility 
and common-place views. Isolated portions of it may have 
•certainly appeared dangerous to the more narrow-minded ; but 
the entire system is not inconsiBtent with the Christian faith. 
.It is, however, very remote from the views and doctrines of the 
Protestants ; on the contrary, it serves as the best prooi^ 
that in his peculiar opinions Reuchlin by no means belonged to 
the Protestant party. It was sdlely because the •controversy 
regarding oriental languages and philosophy was drawn into 
the vortex of the Protestant movement, that Reuchlin too was 
afterwards considered one of the founders and originators ot 
the Reformation, which he undoubtedly, without desiring or 
foreseeing it, helped to bring about 

Historical accounts of the Reformation usually deduce its 
origin from the sale of indulgences, and the collections of 
money made in Germany for Rome, and which were piously 
intended to complete the noble church of St. Peter's. To 
derive its origin, however, from this or any individual abuse 
whatever, were simply to stop short at the first outward occa- 
sion of this revolution ; an abuse that could have been easily 
removed without producing such vast consequences, without 
bringing about an event and a commotion, which even without 

H 2 
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this accidental occasion would a little sooner or later baye still 
ensued. Far deeper than in this accidental occasion is the 
real cause of the Reformation to be sought for, and it existed 
long before this final outbreak occurred. It lay in the then 
prevailing philosophy, or rather in the neglect and degeneracy 
thereof ; in philosophy, that is, in the scientific foundation of 
all higher instruction, and in the inward spirit of public opi- 
nion. At that period, more than ever, was philosophy the 
basis of all higher education, and in all times has it been the 
inward spirit and the chief moying agent of public opinion, 
and of the prevailing modes of ti^inking. In the invisible 
domain of philosophy, in the mind of the original thinkers of 
every age, those revolutions are ever first wrought ; those 
modes of thinking have sprung up, which, after they have 
become for one or more generations generally prevalent, 
mould public opinion, and produce effects in the external 
world that are often only too vast and too visible. One would 
think indeed that philosophy needed not, like other sciences, 
to grow and enlarge with time, that in general it was not sus* 
ceptible of change ; since the only question then at issue is 
as to the knowledge of the Eternal, which in the sense of our 
own imperfection we call Qod, in respect to our moral desti- 
nies, virtue and justice, in reference to our hopes, the immor- 
tality of the soul. For knowledge like this may be indeed 
expressed with infinite variety, but is not capable of any addi- 
tion. The great progress and the discoveries, of which philo- 
sophy from time to time boasts, are only discoveries which 
have already been made by others also hundreds and thou- 
sands of years before, in other forms, however, and in other 
language. The manner, however, in which 'this knowledge 
is expressed, unfolded, and communicated, is ojf the utmost 
importance in respect to general opinion, which sooner or later 
is ever regulated by philosophy. Still more is this the case, 
if the national mind takes a destructive course, and sets itself 
in opposition to that knowledge which can alone give moral 
unity and stability to roan and to life ; or when the oppor- 
tunity has been neglected for setting aside the noxious influ- 
ence of those destructive opinions, while there is yet time. 
Whenever a state or a creed stands in open or secret opposition 
to the prevailing philosophy, we may be sure that they will be 
gradually unidermined, and will succumb to violent revolutions. 
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From the earliest times, from her very origin, was Chris- 
tianity intimately allied even by some of her rery first teachers 
with philosophy — a certain proof that this alliance was not 
accidental, but essential to Christianity. Even her primitive ^ 
apologists completed the victory over the belief and the princi- 
ples of heathenism chiefly by the saperiority of the Chnstian 
philosophy over the stoic-platonic. How mjarioos then to 
religion itself must have been that decay and degeneracy of 
philosophy, which, originating in several unfavourable circum- 
stances, sank to so low an ebb in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries. These circumstances were the party spirit, that 
was so easily kindled and nourished in great and free univer- 
sities; the discord and the jealousy of the different learned 
orders, to whose hands science and education were principally 
intrusted. The newly-adopted Roman jurisprudence also had 
fostered this philosophic contentiousness. Thus in all Euro- 
pean universities the prevailing philosophy had degenerated . 
into a passionate party spirit, a dialectic wrangling, and empty 
formalism. The better and higher philosophy of some indi-> 
vidual and original thinkers, several of whom Germany suc- 
cessively produced, from Albertus Magnus to Reuchlin, could 
not penetrate into the general modes of thinking, nor attain 
any wide dissendnation, because the existing system was 
already dominant. Neither was there wanting the permanent 
secret opposition of a false philosophy alien to God, and 
whereof the spirit was undoubtedly opposed to Christianity. 
Whenever the true philosophy is neglected, a Mbo one will 
inevitably take its place. More especially after intercourse 
was opened with the East, had infidelity and fanaticism never 
ceased to spread, although secretly and under various forms. 
Shortly before the Reformation a propensity to astrological 
superstitions and to magical arts was very apparent ; in these, 
some physical knowledge not generally known, and joined to 
much deliberate deception, exercised an equally injurious influ- 
ence upon the public mind and morals. A philosophic adventurer 
of this kind peculiarly distinguished by his intellectual powers, 
and who, under the name of Dr. Faustus, has become the sub- 
ject of a popular legend, stood in close connection with many 
influentisbl men of the time. He resided in the castle oi 
Francis von Sickingen, and exercised a great and corrupting 
influence upon the public mind. The first great attempt like- 
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wise at a total reyolution in the church, that of Arnold of 
Bresoi% was entirely the result of a fanatical system of 
philosophy. The yarioua heresies and innovations of the 
following centuries prior to the Reformation, all had theu 
origin in: philosophy ; and even Luther himself was animated 
far. less; by the idea of abolishing a few abuses, than by his 
own pecimar views of futh, which he would not abandon, 
and which he ardently sought to enforce. 

As Beuchlin's genius and influence may serve to point out 
the more, general and deeper causes -of the Reformation ; so 
does a chuacter, like Ulrio von Hutten's, on the other hand, 
account for its rapid diffusion, and the political importance it 
acquired from the very beginning.. Soldier and scholar at once, 
he possessed aa irresistible and impassioned eloquence, which 
as an enthusiastio. patriot he often^ directed, not only against 
the monks^ but also against the Turks, the French, or other 
favourite objects of the kind. Stronger, however, even than 
the impression made by his eloquence, was that of his caustic 
wit and the social, talent, which enabled him to form con- 
nections with all the. most refined and important personages 
in Germany. His knowledge, like his talents, was of that 
light, agreeable kind, which has so much more general an 
influence than that of a severe scientific stamp. In propor- 
tion as the prevailing philosophy betrayed its weak points, 
did the admirers of classical literature, upon the revival 
whereof this class had arisen, abandon themselves wholly 
to their £a.vourite study. Among the majority of them. 
Humanists, as they were called, there was a decided distaste 
for and repugnance to all severer science, a certain frivolous 
free-thinking, aiming merely at outward grace, that was the 
more dangerous, as the influence of this class of men was 
so extensive, at a time when Latin was the language of 
conversation, as. well as of business. An epigram of Hut- 
ten's would, in a short space of time, be circulated and read 
in all the capitals of. Europe. A somewhat adventurous 
course of life had led him hither and thither over half of 
Europe, and had served only to stimulate still further his unquiet 
restless spirit ;. while his courage was prepared to engage in 
any enterprise however hazardous. An accomplished knight, 
he had once in combat with four Frenchmen, who had 
spoken disrespectfully of the emperor, defeated them single* 
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handed ; a feat which Maximilian rewarded with high marks 
of hononr. His pen was still sharper and more daring than 
his sword. When Duke XJlric of Wurtenherg killed his 
cousin John von Hutten, his revenge contrived to set every 
engine in motion against that powerful foe. This deed of 
violence originated in jealousy of his own wife, by hirth a 
Bavarian princess, or more probably in an intrigue with the 
wife of the youthful Hutten ; the duke urged in- his ex-- 
cuse, that as a judge of the Yehm-gericht, as one of the 
heads of the Secret or Black Tribunal^ he had been com-., 
potent to exercise this act. It may serve to give us a picture 
of the political anarchy of those times, that a secret society, 
which had had the audacity, it is true, to summon even an 
emperor before its judgmeht^seat, and in which the initiated, 
as they called themselves, treated all the uninitiated as mere 
insignificant non-entities, could have been publicly named in 
connection with such deeds. We see, moreover, that this, 
remarkable secret league,, which may probably have been con- 
nected with older societies of the like kind, strikingly favoured 
the nobility in their disputes with the other orders at this time*, 
XJlric von Hutten was one of those dangerous characters,, that 
generaUy arise in times of great political ferment,, and when 
a mighty revolution is impending over a nation. He was 
bom to be a popular leader, and with all his restless ac- 
tivity, was indeed the man to set half the world in up- 
roar» At that time everything in Germany appeared ripe, 
for a great political revolution, whereof the repeated risings 
of the peasantry, the condition of Suabia and Lower Saxony, 
wherein the great feuds had well nigh broken out into an 
open civil war, fomented, as they were, secretly by France : 
the fearful peasants' war, the enterprises of Francis . von 
Sickingen, and subsequently the commotions of the Anabap- 
tists under John of Leyden, are to be considered merely as 
individual phenomena. The cause of a revolution like this 
lay in the gross moral corruption of some classes, while at 
the same time the intellectuiJ and physical energies of the 
nation were unweakened ; in the ferment of opinions, in the 
prevailing spirit of faction, but, above all, in the internal 
relations, political and social, of the country. The nobility,, 
although still ever ready to renew their ancient feuds with 
the w^thy cities, might well feel, that the princes were thet 
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leal enemies of their independence and power. While the 
latter were not without anxiety on account of the great 
power of the new emperor out of Germany, the nobility, on 
the other hand, as well as the nation in general, were wholly 
devoted to the emperor. Had perchance an ambitious em- 
peror cherished the projects which Charles the Fifth was 
accused of with respect to Germany, he need but have placed 
himself at the head of this nobility, to have responded but 
a little to the general wishes, in order fully to attain his 
object, and to become an absolute sovereign. Expectations 
of this kind are betrayed not only by the enterprises of 
Francis von Sickingen, undertaken at first against an 
ccclenastical prince, who was known to favour the French, 
but also by many other occurrences of the time. How much 
Luther relied upon the nobility, and regarded it as the true 
strength, and very kernel of the nation ; by what views and 
expectations, irrespective of their convictions, the new doc- 
trines were calculated to flatter, to win, and to carry away 
the nobles ; all this is clearly seen in Luther's remarkable 
work addressed to the German nobility ; a work which is 
one of the most important documents for the history of that 
period, as well as of the internal condition of Germany. It 
was in their political bearings that Hutten regarded Luther's 
new doctrines and the religious controversies of the time ; 
for of Hutten's philosophy, or the sentiments of his heart in 
matters of &ith, his morals, manners, and writings, give ua 
by no means the most favourable opinion. He saw in Lu- 
ther's enterprise the germ of a German revolution ; and when 
discord was once enkindled, he employed himself unweariedly, 
and with all his might, in feeding the fire, and blowing it 
into open flames. The admirable. art of printing, conformably 
to its true mission, had been at first applied both in Italy and 
Germany with honourable rivalry for multiplying the noblest 
remains of antiauity and of the middle age, the writings of 
the ancients, and also the great and favourite poems composed 
in the vernacular tongue. . Now, however, this art put into 
men's hands a dangerous instrument, whereby thousands of 
pamphlets might be. rapidly scattered among, the people. In 
the peasants' war the ferment broke out precisely in the 
opposite quarter to what had been at first expected, but this 
ought not to surprise us. When the energy of the masses 
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is. once let loose, when the flames of popular passion are 
once enkindled, they take their own destructive course, and 
seldom obey the guiding hand that gave them their first 
impulse. 

That the Reformation did not at its rery commencement 
become a reyolution of this kind, we are chiefly indebted to 
Luther. He it was who thus gave permanency to the Re-» 
formation, while Ulric von Hutten, and men like him, 
effected its rapid diffusion. Had not Luther opposed with all 
his power the dangerous errors into which some of his adherents 
at the very first fell ; had these fanatical doctrines of uni- 
versal equality, and of the abolition of all temporal authority 
as a thing superfluous in the new state of things, obtained the 
upper hand ; had the so-called Reformation of faith and of 
the church become wholly and entirely a political and national 
revolution ; in that case, the first shock of civil war would 
have been incontestably more terrific and more universal ; but 
it would probably, wnen the storm had blown over, have 
subsided of itself, and a return to the old order of things 
would have ensued. The princes in particular were indebted 
to Luther for having contributed so vigorously to stifle the 
flames of rebellion ; and he must thereby have gained consi* 
deration even among those who disapproved of his doctrines 
and proceedings. His personal character in general was ex- 
cellently adapted to consolidate and perpetuate his party/ 
The great energy, which gave him such' decided preponder- 
ance over all who co-operated with him, preserved as much 
unity as was at all possible in such a state of moral ferment. 
With whatever passionate violence Luther may have ex- 
pressed himself^ he nevertheless, in his principles and modes 
of thinking, preserved in many points the precise medium 
that was necessary to keep his party together as a distinct 
party. Had he at the first beginning gone further, had 
he sanctioned the fia.naticism adverted to above, the whole 
affair would then have fallen sooner to the ground. The 
very circumstance, that he did not at first secede from the 
ancient faith more than he did, procured him so many and 
such important adherents, and gave such strength to his party. 
He was undeniably gifted with great qualities ; and all the 
defects we are obliged to lay to his charge may be comprised 
in the single reproach, that he was possessed with an utterly 
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unbending- self-will and arrogance. Of this eren his most 
£utMnl followers and friends often bitterly complained. To 
this one quality, of obstinate arrogance everythiDg that by its 
passionate yiolence, or otherwise, appears censurable in his* 
writings, may be traced, and even eyer3rthing in his pecu- 
liar views of fuththat is repugnant to the mUd and loviuff 
spirit, of Christianity. Whoever would restore, the originiu 
pure form of Christianity must act in its own mild and loving' 
spirit*. Thus did Borromeo and St. Theresa, with all their' 
strictness, vet still full of love, really reform the church. 
Luther^s violence^ however, was not only without restraint 
towards his enemies, but even towards his friends and co- 
religionists, if they did not think exactly like himself. The 
expressions he permitted himself to use against Kiug Henry the 
Eighth appear incredible in our age. His vehemence against 
the Calvinists and against other <Hsciples, who separated from 
him^ and. whom he seemed to regard as rebellious deserters, 
exceeded in passionate, expression all that he was wont to 
manifest, against the antichrist in Rome, as he was in the 
habit, of calling tha pope.. Even to effect the removal of 
abuses and. the reform, of the ecclesiastical constitution, this 
stormy violence was by no means the best course, because, 
from the close connection of church and state, all proceedings 
ought to have been conducted with extreme forbearance, 
or the greatest discord would necessarily ensue. Least of all, 
, through means so violent could the seat of the disorder be 
removedr-HSOuld a true reform of philosophy be achieved ; 
that is to say,^ not only the old philosophy be set aside, but a 
better substituted in its place, by a man who could style the 
great teacher of Alexander as nothing but a damned, rascally, 
dead heathen. 

Luther's eloquence made him a man of the people ; his 
principles^ however, despite his passionate expression of them, 
remained nevertheless in essentials, both with regard to poli- 
tical subjects and to matters of fcuth, within certain limits ; 
and joined to that circumstance, the very obstinacy which his 
friends complained of consolidated and united the new party, 
and gave it permanent strength. 

If the personal character of Luther thus essentially con- 
tributed, to consolidate and give permanency to the new party 
as a distinct party, that of Mehmothon, who^ after Luther, 
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was honoured as the head of the Protestants^ appeared excel* 
lently adapted to prevent a total schism (if there was still any 
possibility of doing so), and to restore Uie tronbled nnity or 
Christian Europe. It was the hope of numberless well-* 
meaning men, as well as of the greatest statesmen, who were 
solicitous for the public welfare, that this undoubtedly arduousr 
attempt could be accomplished by Melancthon, so cahn an 
inquirer, and such a gentle-minded man, whom eren his 
fellow-religionists often reproached with too great pliancy. 
To this attempt for restoring unity once more, and for effect- 
ing a reform instead of a schism in the churchy the emperor 
Charles the Fifth, in the latter half of his life, devoted his 
whole undivided energies ; and in this, he was responded to on 
the other side by the most respected individual among the 
Protestants. Was this attempt necessarily idle ? Was the 
schism really inevitable ? In cases like these we generally 
decide according to the result ; but this is unreasonable. In 
and by itself the schism was not inevitable, a reunion was 
still possible. Luther's peculiar doctrine of the non-freedom' 
of the will was in part abandoned by his successors, in part so^ 
essentially changed, that on this cardinal point an agreement 
was often nearly effected. The innovations in regard to the' 
religious rites connected with the sacred mysteries of Chris- 
tianity were undioubtedly of great importance; for by the' 
abolition or alteration of these, the custom of the ancient 
worship was interrupted. But as the matter most essential — 
the recognition of the mystery itself — ^was admitted by the 
Protestants (with the exception of the Zwinglian party), a 
reconciliation might have been possible on this point likewise. 
Other external differences had neither appeared an obstacle to 
the reunion of the Greek and Roman churches, nor rendered 
the restoration of peace impossible after the Hussite troubles. 
Upon ecclesiastical property, and the relationer of the church 
to the state and the constitution, an understanding might 
easily have been come to, if peace had been generally desired ; 
for these mere externals of the church affected not the essence 
of the fiEuth. That Adrian the Sixth was snatched so early 
from the world ; that the emperor and the ecclesiastical power 
did not act always in concert ; that Melancthon's sentiments, 
moreover, were not those predominant among the Protestants ; 
that the attempt at conciliation was in the first instance fnuK 
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trated by political circumstances, and afterwards was made 
toQ late, when the schism had already attained a sort of 
prescription, and become habitual; all this, together with 
accidental circumstances, gave to the Reformation that precise 
issue which it actually had, and which at the outset was very 
far from being foreseen. It may, indeed, be true that in a 
higher sense notUng in the world's history is accidental ; that 
everything we term chance, as it is passmg before our eyes, 
is in a more comprehend ve and loftier view to be regarded as 
a mysterious providence; and thus we shall readily and 
thankfully acknowledge, that the Reformation also has sub- 
sequently had beneficial effects on the development of the 
human mind. Had the Reformation not produced such 
effects — ^had it not been designed to produce them, never 
would it have happened. But blame not therefore the great 
emperor, who lavished so many efforts and well-nigh half 
his life upon that work of peace ; for those subsequent bene- 
ficial results that now reconcile us to the passing anarchy, and 
to the schism itself, were the^i still veiled in the darkness of 
the future. But what every one endowed with Charles's 
political and worldly knowledge foresaw with certainty, and 
could, without the gift of prophecy,' foresee, was what actually 
ensued, namely, tkLt Europe, for a century at least, if not 
longer, would be torn to pieces by bloody civil wars. Never 
may man anticipate Providence ; else were an apology ready 
at hand for every one who, from weakness or ambition, follows 
the stream of corruption. Man must hearken only to the 
voice of honour, of justice, and of love, and hence will gene- 
rally feel that he is summoned to wage an endless warfEire 
against evil. Whatever good may arise one day through 
God's will out of evil, man must leave to God and to the 
future. 

All that Charles foresaw and that weighed upon his soul 
was now finally ordained ; the total schism had been already 
long consummated in men's minds before it was judicially 
pronounced for the outward world also by the Council of 
Trent. If the teaching of this synod in opposition to' the 
new doctrines could be nought else than a confirmation of the 
ancient faith ; if more was effected at Trent for the reform of 
ecclesiastical discipline and for the removal of individual 
abuses and failings, than could have been well expected under 
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Circumstances so difficult t yet the real root of the evil was 
not removed, and indeed could scarcely be removed by an 
ecclesiastical council. The concord between philosophy and 
the Christian faith, which had been interrupted, was not 
re-established; even the organization of scientific institu- 
tions, and the constitution of the universities and ecclesias- 
tical corporations, to whose hands the higher scientific 
education was intrusted, were not radically reformed ; the 
germ of the evil was left intact. The abuse of philosophy 
and freedom of thought, which had produced so much intel- 
lectual discord and such unhappy consequences, now led to 
the opposite evil — to the shackHng and the suppression of 
philosophical inquiry. The mere suppression of a false 
philosophy, of the abuse of freedom of thought, where the 
evil is not plucked up by the roots, where something better is 
not substituted in its place, will ever produce a still more 
fatal and dangerous reaction. This reaction, accordingly, has 
universally ensued, and has stretched its wide-spread in- 
fluence even over the revolutions of our own days. 



LECTURES XIII. & XIV. 

HISTORY OF THE EMPEROR CHARLES THE FIFTH. 

To be misunderstood is the ordinary lot of true greatness. 
Extraordinary energy and activity, directed towards the 
furtherance of mere vulgar, grasping, and selfish views, are 
indeed easily apprehended and universally admired. Ceesar 
finds more admirers among the multitude than Alexander, 
because the former was coldly calculating and the latter 
•enthusiastic. This misunderstanding, however, still more 
frequently occurs when extraordinary energies and activity 
are inspired exclusively by great ideas, and, in order to carry 
them out, strive oftener to battle with the world than to 
make use of it ; when the deep sense of the magnitude of the 
objects sought after produces a certain inequality in outward 
acts. 

Hence the many contradictory, unfavourable opinions, or 
such at least as are far beneath the true dignity and greatness of 
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the iniglity emperor Charles the .Fifth. The calunmies of 
hatred. and prejudice have obtaioed such currency, even up to 
our own times, only because all men hare not sense and 
feeling for the ideas and actions of a spirit so hi exalted 
aboye the ordinary standard. To judge, moreoyer, correctly 
the workings of his mind requires a minute and comprehen- 
siye knowledge of his age, because he took part in and was 
mixed up witii all its great events and occurrences; an age, 
too, that was one of the most complicated and eyentlEul in 
the annals of jnankind. 

Fortune had lavished favours upon Charles even bdfore ho 
was of sufficient age to act for himself ; either absolutely, or 
in almost sure expectancy, she had accumulated upon his 
brow the noblest crowns of Europe, in order to form the 
matchless heritage. In the destinies, however, that encom- 
passed his boyhood and youth, there was also much that was 
fiorrowfid, ;much that threatened danger. His fiEkther, Philip 
• the Fair, a chivalrous, noble-minded, well-meaning prince, 
but passionate and wholly devoted to pleasure, who, after a 
short enjoyment of his beautiful kingdom, was snatched by 
a premature death from the hopes and the love of his 
faithful Oastilians, committed Charles, still a child, to the 
guardianship of strangers. Both the grandfathers of the 
latter, Maximilian and Ferdinand the Catholic of Arragon, 
lived for the most part estranged from each other. Love and 
jealousy had thrown his grandmother Joanna into a state of 
melancholy, which, on the death of her husband, terminated 
in a silent imbecility, that rendered her indifferent and insen- 
dble to everything save anxiety and tenderness for the dead 
body of her husbauad, which she carried about with her in the 
bier and watched over with jealous care. The younger 
brother of Charles was educated abroad in Spain, and by the 
first capricious disposition of his grandfather, as well as by 
the love of some Spanish grandees, had been destined to 
inherit the Spanish throne. This circumstance must have 
converted into anxious and distrustful reserve the brotherly 
love of the youthful Charles towards that very Ferdinand, 
who afterwards in all state affairs and perils ever proved 
himself his most faithful friend. Even his two tutors — the 
learned Adrian, who was afterwards pope, and Chidvres, a 
Flemish statesman, the former of whom initiated Charles into 
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the world of knowledge, and the latter into the world of 
business— were by no means in unison, and from their very 
^opposite sentiments exerted the most diverse influence upon 
lus youthful mind. All these circumstances necessarily tended 
to mould his character, so 'that he, who by nature was like 
his fjEkther, predisposed to all knightly exercises and martial 
.sports, was nevertheless early distmguished by his rare 
prudence and thoughtful gravity. The portrait of him^ 
when only fifteen years of age, taken by a great German 
artist, bears this expression of thoughtfulness, feeling, and- 
circumspection. As Charles's likeness was taken by a 
master-hand at almost every stage of his life, it is interesting 
to observe the transition m these different portraits, to see 
how upon that regularly formed and beautiful face the world 
gradusdly ploughed deeper and deeper the furrows of thought 
and sorrow. 

How great were the causes for anxiety and for vigilant 
attention to himself, his own position, and the state of the 
world, which Charles had to encounter on his arrival in 
Spain ! That kingdom even then contained all that smoulder- 
ing mass which so soon broke out into a terrible conflagration. 
A powerful nobility, but recently familiarized with a fam 
exertion of the royal power, a free constitution, !rich and 
haughty cities, parties of various kinds irritated and inflamed 
by Ferdinand's severity, even by Ximenes' well-intended 
partiality towards the cities, by his wholesome but still 
novel enforcement of the law, and by Ferdinand the Catho- 
lic's estrangement from Philip and . Maximilian. There wa«^ 
moreover, a favourable opportunity for each party to set up, 
with some colour of right, a government opposed to that of 
the young king, either in the person of his younger brother 
Ferdinand (who in an earlier testament of his grandfather 
had been constituted heir), or in the name of the queen- 
mother, Joanna, as her incompetency to reign, despite her state 
of melancholy, did not seem yet to have been legally proved 
and certified. Among other things, Charles has been severely 
reproached with ingratitude towards Ximenes. This charge 
might be admitted if the circumstances had occurred some 
years later ; but we must in fairness judge by a different 
standard the actions of a youth of seventeen, who had just 
taken possession of a foreign kingdom in a situation of such 
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•extraordinary difficulty. Those vrho sarronnded Charles may 
have been much interested in preyentingan intenriew between 
him and Ximenes. Who could tell what impression a angle 
isonversation with the high-minded and aged statesman might 
have made upon his youthful soul ; how much those who had 
possessed chief influence and authority with him from his 
boyhood up might have thereby lost? The same remark 
applies to the abuse, which the Flemings may at first hare 
made of their influence in a wealthy and foreign country like 
Spain. Early, too, as Charles attended to affiurs himself, 
much as he subsequently looked into eyerything himself 
judged and decided for himself, it was neyertheless charao* 
teristic of him to learn by degrees only to act alone and to 
follow his own judgment. He was equally a stranger to the 
<lespotio wilfulness of those youthful princes, who, on early 
attaining soyereignty, first learn the extent of their own 
powers by abusing them, and the weakness of those who 
Teadily surrender themselves and their kingdoms to the 
guidance of others. Nondum was his noble motto, when 
in the tournament at Yalladolid, he astonished all the spec- 
tators by his dexterity and skill in knightly sports ; he 
felt equally conscious of the eminence he might attain, and of 
his not haying yet attained it. Studious, laborious, thought- 
ful had he been from his youth up, but it needed time to give 
him confidence in his own judgment, and to render him inde- 
pendent. 

The first act we can regard as his own, as the commence- 
ment of his history and his reign, is the resolution he took to 
^uit Spain in order personally to assume the imperial dignity 
tendered to him in Germany. He carried out this resolution 
against the advice and warning of many of his most faithful 
•councillors. It was plain that the political ferment in Spain 
would come to an outbreak ; but Germany likewise had need 
of him, and summoned him impatiently. For centuries no 
election had been so great and important, none recognised by 
all Europe as pregnant with such mighty consequences. 
Charles had borne off the victory from the powerful king 
Francis the First, so illustrious for his mai'tial fame. If the 
newly-elected emperor came quickly to fill the office conferred 
upon him, it might become once more in his hands what it 
formerly had been, namely, the highest charge and dignity in 
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Earopean Christendom. But if he delajred, if the hopes which 
had heen placed in him once vanished, the opportanity would 
never return, the imperial crown would at a hlow lose all power 
and importance. Charles was summoned into the lists of fame ; 
he followed the summons undismayed, regardless of the dan- 
gers that were lowering around him. He left Spain in a stato 
of agitation, where the political storm had well nigh already 
broken out ; in Germany the great contest of the age awaiteid 
his decision, — a contest on which, in anxious expectation, the 
eyes of all nations, of the whole contemporary world, were 
fixed, and which to this day often arrests the attention of 
posterity. At the very time he left Spain, and entered upon 
a new and vaster theatre, the inteUigence reached him that 
Mexico, a new and vast empire in another hemisphere, had 
been conquered in his name. Impressions like these it was 
that speedily ripened the youth of twenty years into the man, 
that moulded the sovereign, that developed in him the 
strength to embrace a world within the scope of his under- 
standing and of his care, and in his heart the strength to 
resist, in tranquil composure, the pressure from the world 
without. From this time forth, as well in his public, histo- 
rical career, as in the more private memorials of lus industry, 
we may remark the stirring energy and the clearness of 
intellect wherewith he unweariedly transacted all the affairs 
of an empire, that comprehended so many nations, and such 
various objects, down to the moment when, weary of the 
world, and bowed down by sickness and by sorrow, he with- 
drew into a holy solitude. 

Such was the entrance of Charles upon the world of poli- 
tical affairs. We shall now proceed to examine the period of 
his reign, his struggles with the world, the ideas that guided, 
the qualities that distinguished him, the projects, the enemies^ 
the friends and servants, that he had. We shall briefly 
touch upon the most important occurrences of his reign, until, 
tired of the protracted struggle, he took leave of the world in 
a manner as conformable with his inmost feelings as it was 
worthy of his character. 

With the first great transaction in his reign, the Diet of 
Worms, his warfare against the world and against his a^e 
began. No idea seems then to have inspired him so much as 
that of restoring, like his ancestor Maximilian, with all soli-* 
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cutndd fot domestio pdaoe, the pristine lustra of tho imperial 
dignity. The strifo of opinions land of creeds, however, 
alr!tody well nigh iainounied to civil war, and chaUenged his 
whole attention. He lent a willing ear to the investigation 
'of the new dootrine% as long as he believed that the question 
:regarded a reform of the church (such as all well-meaning 
.men desired), and a restoration of the purer spirit of Ohris- 
tianitj. But he no <iBOoner saw that a total change of the 
ancient eternal faith was looked for, that the unity of the 
church was menaced, than he formed an irrevocable resolu- 
tion, and then ensued the ouUawnr of Luther. As the 
decree could not be fully executed, it was regarded as tho 
certain signal of many bloody wars. They would not the 
less have ensued, if the emperor had wavered in his policy. 
What herein alone is censurable is, that Luther was allowed 
to appear at all at the diet ; that a controversy of faith was 
converted into a national affair ; for thereby did the agitation 
reach a pitch so dangerous. This, however, it was no longer 
possible to alter; the steps taken could not now be retraced, 
it was too late; the princes desired the measure, yea, the 
whole tiation demanded it, and had already long considered 
and wished to treat the subject as a genersd national affair^ 
It was an inevitable evil. Charles was resolved to defend 
the ancient fsiith and the ancient constitution ; but no pas- 
sionate zeal ever transported him beyond the bounds of jus- 
tice. Thus, when the elector of Brandenburg urged him, 
with all the plausible reasons which, according to the then 
modes of thinking, might have had weight, to arrest Luther, 
despite the safe-conduct he had given to him, he adhered 
fkithfully to his sense of honour and to his word. 

The lofty notion of the imperial office, which reveals itself 
in the state-papers written by Charles, merely referred to its 
dignity, glory, and its high mission, and not to absolute 
power at home, ^r love of conquest abroad. This is clearly 
shown by his policy in the affairs of Germany and Italy. 
Often has it been remarked that Charles could have easily 
taken advantage of the troubles in Germany at that period for 
augmenting his own power. The whole nation clung to him, 
the nobility and the cities were hostile to the princes, and the 
princes were disunited among themselves. The Protestants^ 
moreover, despite Luther's outlawry, and the laws against 
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themselreSy which, it is true, were not folly eiUorced, and 
were not atiribated by them to Charles himself but to the 
influence of others, were not altogether hostile io the em- 
peror ; they still continued to rely on him. The nobility 
were wholly deyoted to him, and Sickingen, upon whom aU 
eyes were turned, as upon the hero of the nation in this time 
of trouble and danger, would have achieved and ventured all 
things for the emperor. The emperor might have augmented 
his power immeasurably, if he had amply resolved, under 
the pretext of church reform, to reduce the ecclesiastical 
princes of Germany to the rank which the bishops occupied 
in other Christian states ; and he might withal have still 
reserved the power to retrace a few of his steps at the oppor- 
tune moment, so as to avoid a total rupture with the chnrbh. 
But such ambitious profiting of unquiet times, such a dis- 
regard for ancient obligations and for legitimate possession, 
never once entered into the mind of Charles. Sickingen acted 
on his own account and fell; with him fell the chief strength 
and hope of the nobility. Of all the self-willed heroes and 
princes of Germany, he was the most sincerely devoted to the 
emperor ; and it is doubtful, if any of the others, on realis- 
ing their ambitious schemes, would have designed, or accom- 
plished, so much as he, for the greatness of Germany. What 
comprehensive views he entertained in carrying on his enter- 
prise is shown by many proofs. Even in the peasants' 
war, an active part was taken by many nobles, who could 
not all plead, like Gotz von Berlichingen, that they had 
acted under compulsion. The first demands of the peasants 
were not nnjust ; and hence it is here difficult to decide how 
much the above-mentioned participation of the nobles is to 
be attributed to accident, to well-meaning intentions, or to 
grasping ambition. As the whole oMt speedily took a 
frightful turn, and the issue was unfortunate, this circum- 
stance was forgotten ; and (as always liappens in such cases) 
the failure of the attempt produced a totally opposite re^ 
action. The power of the princes was strengthened in con- 
sequence of the unhappy issue of the first attempt for 
general freedom, and doubly so among the Protestants, 
through the confiscation of the bishoprics. Thus was laid 
the first spark of that war among the German princes, which^ 
after the troubles of the earlier period had quickly blown 
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oyer, lay smouldering for well nigh a whole generation, 
until at last it hnrst ont into an open conflagration. 

As protector of Germany, ad king of Spain, and soyereigii 
of the two ' Sicilies, Charles was oilled npon, in the fint 
place, to wage war against the Tnrks and the formidable 
Soljnnan. As emperor, he conceiyed himself bonnd to oppose 
a legal resistance to the religions innoyators ; and now the 
French king was to be added, as the third and most dangerous 
enemy of ^L Francis the First, althongh not choosing at 
first openly to declare war in his own name, begun it in the 
most odious manner, both by secretly instigating and foment- 
ing the troubles in Germany, and by taking adyantage of 
the popular rising in Spain, in order to inyade Nayarre. 
This latter step, howeyer, produced the opposite effect. The 
democratic character, which the reyolt of the Spanish cities 
assumed from the yery outset, had already induced the nobles 
to take part with the king ; and this French inyasion now 
aroused the whole nation, which, of itself, and by its own 
energies, crushed their tumults, and restored order. On his 
return to Spain, Charles proyed that he merited this good 
fortune by the magnanimity he displayed towards those who 
had taken part in these disturbances. 

From that moment he appears to haye wholly gained the 
loye of the Spaniards, and rarely has a people retained such 
deyoted attachment to their king. He is to be considered as 
■the real founder of Spanish greatness, as the creator not only 
of the material power, but of that moral energy and grandeur, 
to which the Spanish nation was by and through him exalted. 
Isabella and Ximenes had prepared the way for him, but the 
yery tumults we haye adyerted to proye how little the Spanish 
constitution and Spanish modes of thinking were at that time 
moulded into any yery fixed or satisfactory form. . For Ger- 
many, for Italy, for Europe, Charles, as emperor, was the 
champion of the ancient faith, of the ancient constitution, 
and the champion too of justice. As king of Spain, howeyer, 
he proyed by many admirable institutions, quite adapted to 
the genius of the nation, that besides the courage to defend 
old institutions, he was by no means wanting in energy and 
intellect to originate and found new ones, when his course 
of action was unimpeded, when he was amid a nation that was 
of one mind and one heart with himself. As the natural 



FORTUNE ESPECIALLY FAVOtTRS CHARLES. 181 

result of the turn that the popular rising in Spain had taken, 
he henceforth, we cannot exactly say, fayoured, but at least 
honoured and loyqd the nobility* He thus came to inspire the 
Spanish nobles with that high moral spirit, which even in the 
times of Philip the Second, when their degeneracy began to be 
perceptible, reflected such lustre on the Spanish monarchy, 
that scarcely any other nation coidd then compete with the 
Spaniards in high-minded feeling. 

With all the.fayour he eyinced towards the nobles, yet 
Charles was far from being disposed to crush the third estate, 
the cities, or to encroach on the free constitution of Spain, 
which on the contrary he upheld, although sometimes sufiering 
detriment thereby, and indeed in respect to parliamentary 
rights, Spain may be considered at that time as the freest 
monarchy in Europe. It is undeniable that Charles grew 
more and more attached to Spain, and at last loyed it the 
most. He was not howeyer thereby alienated from Germany, 
which eyen in his last touching fioxewell he called his country, 
although to him, as of old to so many of her heroes and great 
men, she had been no grateful country. From the yast scope 
of his duties, all of which he stroye to fulfil with equal con- 
scientiousness, it was Charles's fate to encounter the most con- 
tradictory reproaches. Thus while in Germany he was described 
as a haughty, stem Spaniard, the Spaniards complained of his 
loye for Germany, and his frequent journeys thither. 

In his first war with France, fortune fayoured Charles So 
much, that at the yeiy time when his empire was being en- 
larged beyond the seas,^ when^the gold-mines of the new 
world had become his, his heroic generals brought the French 
king to him as a captiye, and he saw himself, to all outward 
appearance at least, the master of Europe, whom nothing 
henceforth could resist. This outward semblance his enemies 
and riyals knew but too well how to profit by. This glorious 
yictory he owed, it is true, not to himself, but to the martial 
heroes, of whom he had around him so many. But we must 
esteem it absolutely a portion of his fame, looking to the 
whole course of his life, that Oyery where, as well in war as 
in state affairs, by sea and by land, he was encompassed by 
such great men, that he knew how to appreciate their yalue, 
to employ them, to gather them around him, and to attach 
them to his seryice. How yery different it was with King 
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Fiaiuns the First, whose yeiy panegjrrists must allow, that 
while he often lent an ear to incompetent fayourites, he 
grndged his real generals a yictory, and felt even petty dis- 
content on such occasions. Charles honoured great men, he 
appreciated their qualities, and thereby attached them to 
himself. It was one of the noblest victories of all he had 
gained over Francis, when he deprived him of Bourbon, at 
once the first of his vassals and one of the best generals of 
the age, and subsequently of the great Doria. Bourbon's act, 
which was almost necessitated by the violent steps taken 
against him, if it cannot be altogether justified, may yet be 
palliated, and moreover must not be judged by the principles of 
public law subsequently established ; it must, on the contrary, 
be judged according to the then existing relations of the great 
vassals. In no case can Charles be censured for having availed 
himself of this circumstance, since Francis had turned against 
him very different, and indeed all and every imaginable means 
and advantages. The German princes were also at that time 
still vassals of the. emperor, and hence although their leaguing 
with the French king might be rightly considered as a proof 
of tmpatriotic sentiment, yet it could not be redded as high 
treason. In the description and judgment of the reign of King 
Francis the First, an error is lisually committed, which is not 
uncommon in the estimate formed of distinguished characters. 
We regard them too much as retaining their uniformity in 
every period ; we form an image of the character in its most 
striking epoch, and then regard this as the character itself 
without taking into account the changes which it may have 
undergone in the course of its development. Undoubtedly the 
youthful hero, who was the first to vanquish the Swiss, till 
then esteemed invincible, and who was dubbed a knight on 
the battle-field by his faithful Bayard, gives a fine image of 
the young king, and a still greater lustre also is reflected upon 
him from Bayard, and from the French nobility in general, then 
distinguishea for such chivalrous virtues. In his subsequent 
career, however, in vain do we seek for the reappearance 
of those brilliant traits. Francis belonged to a not very rare 
dass' of characters, who shoot up and blossom rapidly in 
their first youth, then wither, and deceive the hopes they 
excited. The inactivity of his later life, the disorganisation 
of the internal administratioa of his kingdom, the influence 
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now of a motber, now of a misiresdy or a faYOuiiie^ over the 
course of state aJTairs, the niany immoral traits and unjust 
acts in isolated cases, the spirit of disorder in his general con- 
duct, form a singular contrast to the moral strength and the 
legal order of contemporary Spiun, to the restless aotirity of 
Charles, and the calm dignity which reigned in eyerytning 
around him. Francis the First followed the example ot 
Oharles the Eighth and Lewis the Twelfth, who umed at 
augmenting the greatness of their kingdom by distant con<» 
quests, but not by domestic ameliorations. It was the latter, 
however, which France at that period most needed, and by 
the continued neglect thereof, she sank so low at the end of 
the sixteenth centuiy, as to be on the brink of ruin. Perpetual 
wars had exhausted that great country, abounding in such 
resources as it did, and yet by all these wars King Francis the 
First was unable to wrest anything from Charles, and only 
succeeded in becoming a permanent obstacle to all the mighty 
enterprises he planned for the well-being of all the nations of 
Europe. The conduct of Francis the First at the treaty of 
Madrid, when he took a solenm oath, confirmed by his word 
of 'honour as ajcnight, with the secret reservation and prede* 
termination to violate both, none of his panegyrists have yet 
had the boldness to cite as praiseworthy; Charles here fell 
into the error of striking out upon a middle path, on an 
occasion when state policy absolutely required him to choose 
one of two decided courses— either to retain the king in 
captivity, and by the confusion which would be thereby 
created in France, to secure himself from all danger in that 
quarter for ever, or else to make Francis wholly his friend by 
unbounded magnanimity ; but of this, however, from the rela- 
tions hitherto existing between them, there was but little 
hope. This was the greatest political error that Charles ever 
committed, and he felt its injurious consequences for the re- 
mainder of his life. In vain was he warned by the faithful 
and sagacious Gattinara, who even refused to sign a treaty 
which he foresaw would not be observed. Charles appears to 
have relied wholly upon Francis's word of honour as a knight^ 
and as to the future, to have reckoned upon the king's alliance 
with Eleonora. He may also have been convinced of the justice 
of his claims even in respect to the duchy of Burgundy* 
The proceedings of Charles the Eighth, of Lewis the Twelfw^ 
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and Franois the First, against Maximilian, Philip, and Oharles^ 
Jiad been one unbroken chain of wrongs, of treaties arbitrarily 
violated, and promises unredeemed, and hence it is not sur- 
prising that Charles should appeal to ancient rights and 
claims, which had been often resenred« 

Had Eang Francis observed the peace, and had he entered 
into an alliance with Charles against the Turks, he might 
then incontestably have expected every sacrifice from the 
latter. But to judge from his character, the motive that 
urged Francis the First to undertake such repeated wars was 
not so much avarice or regret at any losses, but rather an 
excessively mortified ambition. For, as his paneg3rrists admit, 
that he could not behold the successes of his generals without 
enw, we may easily conceive how much his deep humiliation 
at I^avia must have wounded and agitated him. Charles 
was naturally and from the first so Httle disposed to a war 
with France, that we may on the contrary say, that it was 
an hereditary principle of the Austro-Burgundian house to 
avoid a war at all costs with that country, and by negotia- 
tions, leagues, and family alliances, to preserve a friendly 
understanding with the royal house of France. Even Maxi- 
milian and Philip the Fair had already acted on these principles. 
As often as these alliances were dissolved on the French side, 
they were nevertheless renewed on the Austro-Burgundian. 
It was still a matter of recent recollection, that when Charles 
the Eighth had broken off his betrothment with Margaret, 
Philip the Fair, who was particularly well disposed to the 
French, again negotiated a double family alliance, in order to 
draw closer the understanding between the French and the 
Austro-Burgundian houses ; and that when Claudia likewise, 
who had been promised to Charles, was given to Francis, 
duke d'Angoul^me, subsequently King Francis the First, his 
union with the younger sister Renata was nevertheless shortly 
afterwards agreed tc Charles the Fifth likewise followed 
this principle ; for when he united his beloved sister Eleonora 
to Francis, he indisputably meditated a lasting alliance. The 
cause of this early adopted pacific system was in the first 
place to be looked for in the wishes of the Netherlanders, who 
were always the first to feel the disadvantageous effects of a 
French war. The second cause was the idea, entertained 
especially by GharleSi that all Christian nations should form 
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bat one European republic, or family as it were, wherein aQ, 
disputes should be decided by law ; or at least, if war were ' 
nnavoidable, it should yet be carried on with forbearance, as a 
kind of chivalrous combat, while the full strength of the 
nations of Europe should be exdusivelj concentrated in 
energetic hostilities against their hereditary foes — ^the MiEi- 
bomedans. Hence the stipulation repeated id almost eyery 
treaty of peace, that Francis should make common cause 
with the emperor against the Turks. This idea must not be 
forgotten even in the femous challenge he sent to Francis ; a 
challenge which, according to the manners of those times, 
was not so strange as it would be to ours. He was incon- 
testably in earnest in sending it Charles was by dispo- 
mtion and on principle pacific, and slow to take offence ; but 
once aroused and irritated, he was like an angry lion* Long- 
continued injuries only, attacks repeatedly renewed, impelled 
the emperor to adopt other principles and to form serious 
designs upon the interior of France. Such designs would not 
hare remained without effect, if England, instead of a 
capricious Henry the Eighth, wholly bent upon establishing 
despotism at home, and incapable of any great yiews, had 
then possessed a warlike Edward^ or a Henry the Fifth, and 
Charles had not been compelled, in opposition to so many 
foes, to split his strength. 

He was one of those characters which, because they are 
collected and outwardly calm, are' esteemed cold. Yet it is 
often precisely the noblest and deepest feelings that recede 
from the surface and hide themselves ftom the world, so that 
in the outward bearing of the person, understanding, mode- 
ration, and dignity alone hold sway. Vehement as Charles 
could become, if he were once driven by repeated attacks 
from his wonted self-command, he was yet invariably pla^ 
cable, as he proved by his repeated treaties of peace with 
Francis. He would readily have made great sacrifices, if 
Francis would only have united with him in his great enter- 
prises for the general security and peace of Europe, or have 
but ceased to throw obstacles in his way. This among other 
circumstances we see by the last treaty he concluded with 
him. He then stood as conqueror, within two days' march of 
. Paris, where every one was in fiight t yet he offered the most i 
advantageous terms, and would have granted^ conddeiabl^ 
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portion of the Netherlands, or even Milan— the long-con^ 
tested Milan — ^to one of the sons of the French king, if he 
would not further oppose him in his endeayours to restore 
peace and order in Germany, and wonld hut enter into a 
sincere alliance^ It might not perhaps have heen advisable 
to push the successes he had gained too far ; but Charles had 
still decidedly the advantage, and in no case need have made 
such great sacrifices. 

Of all the censures uttered against Charles, the most sin- 
gular is, perhaps, that on the repeated invitation of the 
French king and of his sister, he relied so far upon his rival's 
honour as to risk travelling through his dominions. It 
ought rather to astonish us that the possibility of violating 
the law of nations and the king^s word could have been 
openly discussed in the French court, and that Charles 
actually required all his calm composure while he resided 
there, m order to resist many an unseemly and Importunate 
demand. How much dignity and delicacy were displayed in 
the answer he made to the King, when the latter presented 
the duchess d'Estampes to him, with these words :<— ^^ See 
this lady, too, counsels me to keep you here." ^^ If the 
counsel be good, it ought to be followed," replied Charles. 
This quiet reproof undoubtedly, expressed delicately but 
plainly what the. emperor must have felt at this speech of the 
French monarch. 

Francis was an enemy that wearied Charles, although the 
latter always had the advantage in war ; he thwarted and 
impeded him in his operations, and this was the more vexatious^ 
because Charles really wished to be at peace with him. A 
very different and more formidable foe was Solyman, a man 
of noble personal qualities. Solyman had mounted the throne 
of the Osmanlis at the same time that Charles entered on the 
great theatre of history at the deliberations of his first great 
diet. Solyman was wholly inspired with the love of fame ; 
he read CaDsar's Commentaries translated into his own lan- 
guage ; he withheld from Charles the tiUe of emperor. As 
lord of the Byzantine capital, he would himself be Roman 
emperor and master of the world ; as there was but one God 
and one sun in the heavens, so could there be but one ruler 
upon earth. He felt no repugnance to learning and the fine arts, 
and was moreover tolerant Being on one occasion exhorted 
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to peisecnte and extirpate the Christians and the Jews from 
his empire, he pointed to a hlooming garden lying before hinii 
and asked if it was not the very yariety of flowers and plants 
that made it so beautiful and magnificent? Neyertheless^ 
when mastered by loye or any ouier passion, he could be 
cruel eyen towards his own relatiiyes. Of what avail too was 
it, that the sultan's sentiments were nobler and milder, when 
the spirit of the Turkish state and people in respect to the 
Christians still remained at that period wholly fanatic, and 
their mode of carrying on war utterly barbarous, so that the 
Turks were then nghtiy considered as the general foes of the 
civilized European world, and of mankind itself. Such was 
also the belief and judgment of all European nations. It 
would be very unreasonable in us to transport back to those 
elder times the subsequent relations which have sprung up 
since the commencement of the eighteenth century between 
the Turks and the Christians of Europe. Of this the French 
king himself was so well aware, that he scarcely ventured 
openly to acknowledge his alliance with the Turks. According 
to the then existing law of nations, and in the circumstances of 
the times, it was undoubtedly, what it was universally coh« 
sidered in that age, an act of treachery towards the general 
interests and well-being of the European commonwealth. 

With his claims to the imperial dignity, Solyman meditated 
seriously on conquering, not Vienna only, but Germany also. 
Charles threw up a barrier at least against these pretendons 
by his campaign in Hungary, although no decidve battle 
ensued. The retreat of the great Turkish army left the 
advantage so decidedly on the side of Charles, that he had 
resolved to pursue it, and to profit to the utmost of these 
favourable circumstances. He yielded very unwillingly to the 
representations of the other generals, who were better 
acquainted with the nature of the country and the difficulties 
of the enterprise. As sovereign, Charles was mild and 
cautious ; but as general, on the contrary, he was always dis- 
posed to the most daring, nay the most perilous decisions. 
Had Europe been tranquil, had Germany at least been 
united, history would have had a glorious spectacle to point 
to, namely, Charles in battle with a foe worthy of him. 
Even if we consider exaggerated the expectations of one of 
his great generals, the famous marquis de Guasto, who 
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belieyed that eyerything must be reconquered from tbe 
Turks which had been lost since the time of Godfrey of 
Bouillon ; yet Hungary at least would haye been certainly 
liberated, Germany and Austria secured beforehand from so 
many desolating inroads of the Turkish power. The briefest 
explanation why nothing further could be accomplished in this 
Quarter may perhaps be found in the following anecdote :— 
When Charles was forced to fly from Inspruck before the 
rebellious Maurice, the German horsemen who composed his 
escort told him candidly, that if he would only yield in respect 
to religious matters, the Germans would giye him an army 
wherewith to conquer Constantinople. ^' At that price," replied 
Charles, ^^ I would not haye the whole of Europe." The ex- 
pression was by no means exaggerated. Germany was then 
so strong, that, united, she would not only haye been superior 
to any other military power of Europe, but also fully equal to 
the Turkish. 

That Charles was bom a great general was unanimously 
recognised by his contemporaries. This he proyed not only 
by his intrepidity in eyenr situation of danger, but, aboye all, 
by the presence of mind tod the calm suryey of the whole 
scene of action, which he displayed on the day of battle. 
Educated in pacific habits and in state business, he yet 
seemed in the decisiye moment to loye danger, to catch 
enthusiasm from the greatness of the moment ; neyer did he 
lose the clear self-coUectedness peculiar to him, although 
always disposed tOiPtiye the preference to the boldest mea- 
sures. By this chiefly was he distinguished from the great 
generals who surrounded him. Thus he it was that rendered 
the yictory at Tunis really complete and glorious ; and when, 
on his failure at Algiers, storm and tempest had destroyed his 
fleet, ruined his arms, and scattered his army, he once more 
it was who remained the niost intrepid of all, who inspired 
all with courage, was eyerywhere at hand with aid, and 
sharing all the sufferings, all the priyations of the commonest 
soldier, shrinking from no danger,.was almost the last to quit 
the coasts of the barbarians. This enterprise against Tunis 
and the pirate-states of Africa was more immediately requi- 
site to protect the Spanish and Italian coasts ; and it was 
also of great importance for the freedom of all Europe to 
offer a strenuous resistance to the nayal power of the Turks. 
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Had the Turks longer retuned the soyereigntjr of the Medi- 
terranean Sea, southern Italy would have probahly fallen 
into their hands. Charles raised the maritime power of Spain 
to such a pitch, that it was ahle, under his successor, in one 
decisive battle, to wrest the dominion of the seas for ever 
from the Turks. This vicfLory was as necessary and essential 
to the freedom of Europe as resistance to this people by land. 
With the importance of the African coasts to the welfare of 
Spain, Charles, like Ximenes (all whose zeal, under a like 
conyiction, had been formerly directed to this quarter), was 
so deeply impressed, that even in the retirement of his latter 
days the intelligence of a loss sustained there by the Spaniards 
preyed upon his mind and aggravated his sickness. 

Kind and affable as he was to all men, he knew also how 
to win the love of his soldiers in particular ; he mingled con- 
fidentially among them, joined in their labours, was called 
fether by them, and unboundedly loved, although he strictly 
enforced militiury discipline where justice and necessity de- 
manded it. Boundless was the devotion of his great generals 
towards him, and herein he was peculiarly fortunate. Pes- 
cara, Bourbon, and Frondsberg, in his earlier days, Doria, 
Leyva, the marquis de Guasto, and above all, Alba, formed 
a circle of heroes around him, such as history at any period 
<»n rarely exhibit. The gold-mines of Peru and Mexico were 
his, at a time when no longer an arridre-ban existed, nor any 
general conscription was introduced by law ; when the volun- 
teer soldier served for pay alone ; when money was required 
not only to maintain an army, but even in the first instance 
to collect one. Qualified by such great gifts and advantages 
to be a general, nay, a conqueror, he, whom his enemies 
accused of aiming at universal monarchy, retained merely the 
states he had inherited, without making, by force of arms, a 
single unjust conquest, or even any one of the slightest im- 
portance in Europe. He appeared not to account the fame^ 
which one Christian nation may acquire in warfare against 
another, as a thing desirable.' He only took part in war 
r^kdily, and with all his heart, when it was waged against 
the hereditary foes of Spain and the German nation, and of 
Christian Europe in general. When at Tunis he restored, 
twenty-two thousand Christian slaves to freedom and to their 
homes, he exclaimed that that alone was worth the campaign 
if he should even gain nothing more. 
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In Spain alone did Charles the Pifth achieve all he aimed 
at. The ceaseless war^Eure wiih France prevented Europe in 
general, at that time, from resisting more energetically the 
attacks of the Turks. In Germany, the most arduous of all 
the struggles he had to encounter awaited the emperor ; and if 
his great exertions in behalf of this country did not altogether 
remain without beneficial effects, he, nevertheless^ failed. in 
accomplishing his designs. In Italy he effected some good, 
if not all that could be desired, yet as much as under the 
circumstances of the time was still practicable. 

Since Philip-le^Bel had shackled the liberties of the 
diuroh, . and a perpetual approximation to despotism had 
become at the French court an established principle 
of government, >that country was a dangerous neighbour 
for Oomany, a source of disquiet and difficulty for all 
Europe, and a cause of political distraction in Italy. The 
continued pacific system of the Austro-Burgundian house 
was hence perhaps blameable ; as from this love of peace the 
most fisbvourable opportunities for utterly rooting out the evil 
were often neglected, and in every fresh treaty the germ of 
future wars and troubles was still left. From the time of 
Lewis the Eleventh it was easy to recognise this ruinous 
system of French policy for what it was, the source, namely, 
o{ eveiy erU and eVer/misfortnne in Europe. Such it wL^ 
regarded in the estimation of several sovereigns; but only 
they too often preferred the course of a mild and forbearing 
opposition to more decided measures. Then only would it 
have been possible to defend Christian Europe with vigour, 
and secure it against outward attacks, when peace and con- 
cord were restored within its bosom, and the germs of evil 
were removed. So much had this love of peace with France 
become a fisunily prindple of the Austro-Burgundian house, 
that even many of the princesses belonging to it, who were 
distinguished by their great talents for government, such as 
the elder Margaret, and likewise the sister of Charles him- 
self, were guided by it, and zealously endeavoured to act in 
conformity therewidi. Judging from the result, much as we 
may be disposed to censure this untimely love of peace of the 
Austro-Burgundian house, yet we must not forget the great 
and noble idea whereon it was based. This idea was that of 
a oonfederacy of Christian states, and of a conciliatory set- 
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ilement of all international disputes, determined by treaties and 
a sense of honour, together with a fionily alliance between 
tiie great ruling dynasties in Europe, which to that end 
ought erer to be drawn more and more closely together. 

As will be readily acknowledged by all who possess a 
correct knowledge of the history, the character, and the 
tendencies of that age, it is not easy to conceive a greater mis- 
fortune befalling Europe, than the actual realiiation in full of 
the yery extensire and deep-laid schemes of the despotic Lewis 
the Eleyenth, the conquest-loying Charles the Eighth, and the 
other French kings, who,, capricious as they were in dealing 
with treaties, had ever one uniform object in view. But, it 
may be said, was not then the wide-spread influence of 
Charles the Fifth, was not the kind of soyereigniy irhich, 
despite all opposition, he still maintained over the greater 
part of Europe, likewise contrary to eeneral freedom, and to 
the independence of nations ? Was it not equally Injurious 
and repugnant to the true ideal of a confederate Christum 
commonwealth of the western nations, based upon justice, as 
the ambition of the kings of France, could possibly haye 
been, had they succeeded in accomplishing their object ? 

Those who take their point of departure from the abstract 
idea of the state, of a public polity and of a nation, are but too 
much inclined to regard this as a wholly isolated entity, exist- 
ing for itself alone. But neither a state nor a nation has eyer 
existed in such isolation. The histoiy of the world teaches, 
and it needs but a little reflection to percelye, that some 
central point is necessary in an aggregate of states and nations, 
which, Uke those of Europe, haye stood for centuries in an 
intercourse so close, so complex, geographically and morally 
so ineyitable and indispensable,>-*-some central point, whence a 
supreme directing influence may radiate oyer the whole body. 
Hence it is not whether such influence shall exist, for it eyer 
has existed, and eyer will do so ; but of what nature it shall 
be, by whom and how it shall be exercised, this problem it is 
which requires solution ; this it is whereon the freedom of the 
whole body politic depends, and which is worth the utmost 
exertions of the noblest minds. By its own nature the im- 
perial supremacy, if it is allowable, in the language of tiie 
middle ages, thus to call that supreme influence oyer the free 
association of Christian istates — an influence defined and 
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moulded as it was by religious and moral principles and ob- 
jects— the true imperial supremacy, in this sense of the middle 
age, was in its owjk essence by no means an encroachment on 
the general freedom of Europe, or a form of injustice. The 
Idse imperial supremacy, however, that supremacy which 
does not proceed from, which is not based upon moral and re- 
ligious ideas, but upon the dead mechanism of mere selfish 
despotism, is indeed the greatest misfortune which can befal 
mankind. During the older period of the Christian empire 
in the middle age, this form of government was on the con- 
trary extremely propitious to general freedom ; and with 
many defects and ^Eiilings, no period was so favourable as that 
to the development of all the peculiar energies of national 
life, or so £Eir remote from any kind of universal despotism. 
It was Qermany which possessed and exercised this supreme 
influence over the European commonwealth ; but not Ger- 
many alone ; joined with her were Italy and the pope. Ex- 
tremely £a.vourable to the general freedom likewise was this 
very quality of the two chief powers in Christendom, that 
were so intimately connected, were mutually based upon each 
other, were so closely related, and yet withal independent of 
one another. In this^stem, individual acts of despotism, such 
as those which the Hohenstaufen, especially, too often com- 
mitted, were, it is true, possible, but no thoroughly despotic 
<K>nstitution. Even the most violent, the most arbitrary 
emperors, were unable permanently to enslave or oppress the 
head of the church, because the authority of the latter lay in 
a totally different sphere, inaccessible to them, and resting on 
faith and public opinion ; and by this very circumstance, this 
authority was in itself a bulwark of general freedom. When 
now, that protectorate, by which Europe had been before 
^ided, had lost much of its ancient strength and consider- 
ation, Europe and Germany felt, with the Turkish con- 
querors pressing upon them, that Maximilian must have a 
successor, who might once more be emperor, and should be 
emperor in the old sense of the word. The scales fluctuated, 
till at last the great election decided in favour of Charles, in 
favour of Germany and Spain. "Without seeking to deter- 
mine whether this decision was right, by mere personal or na- 
tional considerations or predilections, a very simple principle, 
applicable to all ages, may perhaps best serve to guide our 
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opinions. The ruling influence oyer Europe, which an abso- 
lute or despotic monarchy may possess and exercise, will be 
likewise aMolutely monarchical or despotic. The influence 
which a republic would exert upon the European Common- 
wealth would be also republican in this sense, that it is disposed 
to &.your and support the smaller and weaker states and 
nations against the more powerful ; an attempt which, if suc- 
cessful, tends to a greater subdivision of states and nations, and, 
if a &ilure, leads directly to the total subjugation of the smaller 
states and their incorporation with the larger* The influence 
enjoyed by a federatire state, free as to its representative sys- 
tem, — ^a state which is itself a union of confederate states and 
nations, like Austria under Charles the Fifth — will in like man-» 
ner be of a federative kind, that is to say, bound by public law, 
based on justice (setting aside special exceptions), naturally 
•disposed to peace, and where personal motives do not interpose, 
in itself conducive to freedom. This principle may perhaps 
best serve to test the true value, for the welfare of Europe, of 
the preponderating influence of Austria, France, and England, 
which at that period and in modem times strove for mastery, 
and gained idtemately the upper hand. It need not be 
pointed out how utterly inappropriate is the expression uni^ 
mrsal monarchy^ selected by his enemies, for that species of 
authority which Charles, as emperor, as king of Spain, and as 
protector of Italy, undoubtedly exercised in Europe, and was 
resolved to maintain. Those only to whom the idei^ of a true 
imperial supremacy-*-of a just, mild European influence, cal- 
culated to protect freedom and benefit mankind. Was utterly 
strange, because they knew nothing, wished for nothing, but 
the merely selfish policy of dissimulation and covetousness 
abroad, and unlimited despotism at home ; those, and those 
only, could thus distort a high moral idea. They adopted as 
a standard their own spirit of iniquity, and attributed it to 
that system of international relations. How far and in what 
sense all Austria, as it then existed under Charles the Fifth 
and Ferdinand the First, was to be called a federative state, 
and was moreover intended by the former to remain so by 
the union of the Spanish and German lines, will best appear 
from the last scheme of Charles before he quitted the world. 

We shall now turn our attention to what he accomplished 
in Italy ; to what he aimed at but failed to effect in Germany*. 

b 
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After the yictoiy at Pavia, where the capture of the French 
xnoiiaroh threw the world into amazement,. Charles wore the 
appearance of being now the irresistible master of Italy, nay, 
of all Europe, an appearance that of itself created rivals and 
enemies. Eyen under Julius the Second and Leo the Tenth, 
together with the darling idea of the perfect national inde- 
pendence and national unity of Italy, repugnance to French 
away had grown incomparably stronger. The French had 
made themselves odious, and it was felt on which side the 
most danger was to be feared. Now that the preponderance 
of Charles was decisive, the old crooked policy of the Italians, 
namely, to expel the French from Italy by the Germans and 
Spaniards^ and these again by the former, was once more 
revived. It was a policy whereof the result was to render 
Italy for a length of time the theatre of desolating wars, and 
as a natural consequence to subject her precisely to the 
sternest foreign yoke. Clement the Seventh originated this 
counter policy; and when Charles's generals gained once 
more a decided victory, and he could now in very deed step 
forth as tha lord of Itoly, the umpire of her affairs, what use 
^d he make of his success, when, for the second time after 
ten years, he quitted Spain in order to arrange the affairs 
first of Italy, and then of Germany ? He used his victory 
with a moderation and forbearance rare in one so successful, 
and in the youthful period of life, too, the most susceptible of 
ambition ; with a magnanimity towards individuals, towards 
Clement and Sforza, which had been quite unexpected, and 
which gained him very many, if not all, hearts in Italy. 
Everywhere restoring legitimate possessions, respecting 
hereditary claims, sparing and reconciling the greater powers, 
he conferred on Italy the best constitution of which she was 
then capable, namely, a federative constitution, which was 
si^fficiently independent for him to conceive the idea of with- 
drawing all his Spanish garrisons, and of intrusting the 
independence of the country to the protection of an Italian 
federal army. He even gained over at last, in some degree, 
the selfish Venice, by his pacific principles of policy. 

It was utterly impossible that Italy could at that time be 
organized otherwise than as a federal state. Hence as every 
Quion of federative states requires a centre, some leading 
member to direct the whole body, the only question for Italy 
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would be, wliicb of the tliree powers the most considerable by 
intelligence, dignity, or size^ namelj^ Florence, the pope, or 
Venice, should enjoy this pre-eminence. Florence, although 
the most advanced m intellectual culture, was not suffidentiy 
powerful, and withal too agitated in her internal condition. 
The power of Venice was the greatest, but her preponderance 
would have been oppressive and ruinous to the rest of Italjr^ 
for, as the chief maritime and commercial state, she would, 
upon acquiring the dominion over Italy, after which she 
so earnestly strove, have infallibly abused that authority to 
crush the commerce and keep down the naval^ power of the 
other cities. An abuse of this kind was not to be feared 
from the popes, whose supreme influence would have been 
more acceptable to the other Italian states, as this power was 
of a nature and of a dignity totally different from all others^ 
and as from its nature, too, a state o£ permanent peace was 
its best security, a circumstance which is desirable and appro*- 
priate in the centre of a federal state. A paolfio federative 
system, whereof the chief member, if not formaUr proclaimed: 
as such, yet by tacit acknowledgment, should be the pope^ 
was the fittest constitutioii for Italy. And if the* pope imd 
the remaining states were not sufficiently powerful to with<* 
stand French aggression, there was no resource left but for 
the sovereign of Naples and Milan to guard the frontiers^ 
and secure the independence of this pacific confederation. 
Such was the constitution Charles bestowed on Italy. To 
this constitution, and to Charles himself, was Italy indebted 
for that happy tranquillity which, after the total expulsion of 
the French, she enjoyed during his reign, and in the period 
immediately subsequent ; while the other countries of Europe 
were torn to pieces by civil wars. And not only Italy, but 
all Europe, was thus indebted for that magnificent display of 
every art, which continued to be unfolded in Italy during the 
sixteenth century. For although in philosophy and learning, 
in poetry, and even in the plastic arts, the period of the Italian 
civil wars prior to Charies the Fifth, and in the first epoch 
of his reign, was perhaps still more prolific in genius and in 
original minds of the first class than the succeeding one ; yet 
after the first impulse which periods of public ferment often 
impart to genius, tranquillity is indispensably necessary for its 
further development. This tranquillity Charles secured to 

o2 
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Italy, crowning the loyed poet of the nation with the same 
hajid which founded likewise the constitution, and established 
the peace under the shadow whereof painting and architec- 
ture, poetry and eloquence, grew up in mutual rivalry, In 
Spiun, Charles created quite a new world eyen in learning, 
educaUon, and poetry. Before his time the Spaniards were 
still a merely martial people, while in his reign they rivalled 
the Italians in the number of their scholars in every serious 
department of learning* In history, in the cultivation of thQ 
vernacular language, and in poetry, the genius of the Spanish, 
nation burst forth at once, prolific and inventive, and in 
perfect harmony with the national feelings. So great was 
the new impulse received by the Spanish mind under Charles, 
in all departments of genius and learning, that even the long 
reign of a Philip the Second was unable to cramp it. So abun* 
dantly was the seed sown by Ximenes and Charles, that the 
fruits thereof, ineradicable and indestructible, continued to 
grow even under a Philip. It was long before all this brilliant 
manifestation of the Spanish mind, whose real focus ha.d been 
Charles the Fifth, became deadened and extinguished. But 
to Italy Charles gave precisely the only thing she could not 
give herself, imd which was essential to the further develop* 
ment of Il^ian geniui^ which had already given so many 
poble proofs! of its energy by creations of every kind. 

The supremacy which Charles undoubtedly possessed and 
maintained in Italy was so moderate, so restrained and 
attempered by the spirit of forbearance and by unchangeable 
laws, that even bis successor Philip the Second, who inherited 
this power from him, and was in other respects so prone to 
despotic measures, could not introduce into that country 
arbitrary rule. The re-establishment of the Sforza in Milan 
and of the Medici in Florence is a proof of Charles's conci- 
liatory policy in Italy, as the former had deserted hi^ cause, 
and the Medicean pope, Clement the Seventh, had been the 
chief originator of this second war. We may rather censure 
him for not granting Milan to his faithful Pescara, who pos- 
sessed such high claims to reward. Pescara, daring and in- 
ventive, was not only the first captain, but the greatest man of 
bis nation, who clearly understood its true interests and 
welfare. He had the means indeed of conquering a crown for 
himself, but was devoted with boundless zeal to the service of 
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Charles, because in him and his protecting influence he 8&vt 
the salyation of his country. He was devoted to him, not 
seryilelj, however, but with the spirit of a freeman, openly eX" 
pressing censure and discontent when he believed there was 
cause and reason for it« That his fidelity, that his designs 
were doubtful, that his ambition was something like WaJlen- 
stein, is one of the many inaccurades with which malice and 
neglect of original authorities have filled the history of 
Charles the Fifth. That Pescara did not receive that well- 
deserved reward, was undoubtedly the result of no want of 
appreciation oa Charles's side, but was only the effect of the 
great weight which hereditary claims and rightful possession 
ever possessed with him. It is easy to justify him for not 
restoring the freedom of the Florentines, for they had long 
proved themselves incapable of enduring freedomi If a per- 
manent republican form of government, like that of Venice, 
could not be established among them, if an hereditary ruler 
was indispensable, who had better-founded claims to the 
dignity tlian the Medici ? 

If Charles's proceedings, however, in Italy, be open at 
all to censure, it is perhaps that he yielded too much to 
two popes, Clement the Seventh and Paul the Third, in 
their Italian politics, and in their private views. If at an 
earlier period, at the close of the fifteenth century, the popes 
sought with all zeal to revive the power of the ecclesiastical 
states, to regain everything that had been wrested from (hem, 
their policy may be justified^ because these exertions were not 
directed to their own personal profit, but to the security, the 
dignity, and the independence of the Boman see. But what 
unpleasant reflections it excites to behold those two popes, 
Clement the Seventh and more particularly Paul the Third 
(whose long pontiflcate occurred precisely at a period so 
dangerous to the church and society)— to behold them, we say, 
apparently bent upon nothing so eajnestiy as to secure an 
hereditary principality to their family. If we look at 
the many great men who surrounded Charles in Spain and 
Italy, and then inquire which of the German princes and 
nobles, besides his brother Ferdinand, was his intellectual 
vice-gerent and co-operator in all his mighty designs, we shall 
find but a sorry answer. The reason was, not that men of 
genius and energy were wanting in Germany, but that the 
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existing energies were dissipated in the nniyersal moral 
fennenti and were mostly alienated from the emperor, if not 
actiyely opposed to him. Of all the German princes, the most 
devoted to Mm .was the Count Palatine Charles Frederick. 
Althoagh.not.an elector, his activity had had great influence on 
the election of Charles. A faithful ^nrant of his father, Philip 
the. Fair, the Palatine had heen from his youth upward a 
firiend ;and companion of Charles. Neither a passion (unsuit- 
able in his circumstances) for Charles's sister, £1eonor% 
nor a subsequent suit for the hand of Mary, the widowed 
queen of JBungary, could disturb their friendly relations. The 
Palatine spent a great part of his life in suits of the kind; he 
was unwearied in journeying backwards and forwards between 
Spain and Germany; he was a prince of amiable qualities 
rather than of distinguished abilities. Without being a yery 
warm adherent of the new doctrines, he yet followed the 
stream, and it was this circumstance that at last estranged 
him from Charles. What deep roots their ancient friendship 
still possessed in the breast of the latter is shown by the 
proofs of tenderness he displayed on their reconciliation, 
when the army of the Smalcald League was dispersed. Of 
the more youthful princes, none succeeded so completely in 
gaining the fEiyour and confldence of Charles as Maurice of 
Saxony, who afterwards abandoned him. He was distin- 
guished for understanding and activity, and possessed great 
military capacity. His self-command, outward moderation, and 
dignity of manner seem especially to have won Charles's regard, 
the more so as among many other German princes of that age, 
a certain chivalrous impetuosity of manners prevailed, rather 
than any dignified, refined address. Charles loved thoughtful, 
reserved characters, like William of Orange and Maurice of 
Saxony. The longer Charles ruled, the more he acquired the 
habit of suppressing his own feelings, and gaiued the firm con- 
viction that the world could be governed by the understanding 
alone. But that dignity of manner, and that thoughtful, noble 
reserve, which promises so much, and with some, as with the 
emperor himself, conceals deep feeling, great objects, and noble 
sentiments, may also serve to veil mere vulgar selfishness and 
ambition, and most cruelly deceive the confidence they inspire, 
as indeed happened to Charles in the case of Maurice. 

In Germany, as already related, Charles aimed at nothing 
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else than to restore the reUgions peace that had been de-^ 
strojed, and to arert a schism in the church. On this point, 
too, he had to endure in his Own time the most opposite 
censures. While at Rome, he was said to be encroaclung on 
the jurisdiction of the pope bj arbitrarily intermeddling in 
ecclesiastical affairs ; it was reported throughout Gertnany 
that he sought to extirpate the Lutherans. This charge is 
so little confirmed by history, that more recent historians 
have on the contrary preferred a very different and more 
refined accusation, namely, that he in r^ty secretly feiYoured 
the Protestants, but only with the selfish yiew of thereby 
humbling the pope. This hypothesis has arisen from those 
writers being unable to enter sufficiently enough into CharlesTs 
sentiments, and in general into the modes of thinking in that 
age. Influenced by the spirit of our own times, and our 
own modes of thinking, it has seemed to them impossible that 
a monarch so sagacious, as they yet conoeiye Charles to be^ 
should haye had no other object in yiew than the one he 
actually did have ; that, according to his mode of thinking, 
he should make it the first and holiest of his duties, the 
dearest of his wishes, yea the very object of his life, to ayert 
the misfortune of an ecclesiastical schism. Neither is the 
censure of an arbitrary and yiolent interference in church 
affairs well founded. The first and yery important stepi 
that of permitting Luther's appearance at the diet, can alone 
be censured, since his religious opinions as to &.ith, grace, 
and the non-freedom of the will, were not of anature to be 
decided on at such a place, by the assembled princes and 
electors. On the other hand, the grievances of the German 
nation against Rome, particularly with respect to the money 
which was so often carried out of the country, could, as haid. 
already often happened, have been remedied without Luther. 
But after the Protestants had refused to recognise any 
council of the church, still less the authority of Rome itself 
or to enter into any kind of negotiation with the ecclesiastical 
power, there was no resource left but for the state, and the' 
head of the state, to negotiate with them. Had Charleif 
aimed at curbing the church, and more especially the pope, 
as much as modem writers have conceived, he would un- 
doubtedly have made the commencement, of such an attempt 
in Spain itself. We should very much mistake tiie then 
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condition of Spain, were we to suppose be dared not do so on 
account of the state of opinion in that country. As in 
general the mutual limits between episcopal and papal autho- 
rity have been often a subject of dispute, so likewise, in tho 
case of the Spanish as well as of other bishops, old claims, 
grievances, and controversies were not wanting, which Charles 
might have made, subservient to such ambitious projects, had 
be entertained them. This policy would have been the 
easier, because we see in all the Spanish writers of that age 
how odious both the popes Clement the Seventh and Paul 
the Third personally were to the Spanish people. It cannot 
be said that Charles favoured the Protestants ; he conciliated 
them as far as his conscience permitted, because he desired 
not a war, but strove to maintain peace with them, and 
always entertained the hope that a reconciliation and return 
to the church were still possible. To this conviction was 
owing the dilatoriness of his proceedings. He hoped that if 
the ferment of minds did not wholly subside of itself it 
would at least diminish. He cannot, moreover, be fairly cen* 
sured for not selecting the moment, when Germany was 
menaced by a most formidable attack from the Turks, to 
bring the contest with the Protestants to a decisive issue, or 
to inflame it more fiercely than ever. This outward calm 
before the breaking out of the civil war was but delusive 
The schism had already struck root too deeply in men's 
minds. For one Charles, for one Melancthon, there were 
many thousands burning with fierce liatred and wild exas- 
peration, and some also who had private objects of ambition 
in view. There occurred at this period, wherein the increas- 
ing animosity already prognosticated civil war, a circumstance 
which, although it afiected individuals only, made neverthe- 
less a deep impression on the whole age ; one, namely, of 
two Spanish brothers, had in Germany embraced the new 
doctrines, whereat the other was enraged, and coming also 
into Germany, met his brother, when at last their mutual 
exasperation and fury led to the murder of the one by the 
hands of the other. This, although a mere isolated occur- 
rence, yet made an impression so deep that scarcely an author 
of that time can be found who has not told the tale at full 
length, and has not spoken with peculiar horror of this 
fiutricide. It was, as it were, a melancholy presentiment of 
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that corse of blindness vhicli, since the fnghtfol schism in 
religion, was impending over mankind,— -of all tiiat blood of 
brethren which, in the course of a century and a hal^^ was 
jet to be shed in France and Spain, in the iLow Countries, in 
England and Germany, upon the battle-field and upon the 
scafibld. 

During the few years that immediately preceded the 
breaking out of the war, Charles laboured with indescribable 
and quite inexhaustible patience at the work of peace and 
concord. He was supported by seyeral scholars of both 
parties, who were the most respected for their learning, their 
moral dignity, and their spirit of equity. But he laboured 
in vain. The hostile leagues of the Catholic and the Pro- 
testant princes grew more and more yiolent in their oppo* 
sition. Actions were daily multiplied, which, irrespectiye of 
religion and the church, no emperor could tolerate, who 
wotdd be emperor in more than the name. On no occasion 
did Charles display so much the full force of his character 
and military talent as in this Smalcald war. At the opening^^ 
of the campaign, his rituation appeared utterly desperate ; 
but while his confidence, we may eyen say his cheerfulness, 
rose with the danger itself, — ^while he knew how, by hi^ 
personal qualities, by his kindness, and affable familiarity, to 
inspire his soldiers with a confidence that enabled them to 
achieve impossibilities, — an indescribable blindness and con- 
fusion, on the other hand, seem to have oyerpowered the 
leaders of the Smalcald league. As the leader of his party,, 
the Landgrave had often given proofs of his courage and pru- 
dence ; but now, on the deciolve day of danger, he too deceived 
the confidence that all had placed, in him. After the batdo 
of Miihlberg, where Charles unexpectedly triumphed over 
the greatest danger that ever menaced him, it was the expres- 
sion of his inmost feeling, when, alluding to CsBsar's cele- 
brated phrase, he wrote, ^^ I came, I saw, and God conquered."' 
Incredible was the impression produced both in and out of 
Germany by this sudden, unexpected turn of things. In 
Germany, everything, as though smitten by a supernatural 
terror, submitted to him without terms or conditions. To the 
rest of Europe he appeared a great hero, who, extricating 
himself from a most perilous situation, had achieved in the 
space of a few months, and without any resources but what 
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his inyincible courage gave him, a complete militaiy and 
moral conquest of Gennany, at that period still deemed the 
first and most powerful of all countries. Every name of 
honour was heaped upon him, and he was paralleled with 
Cffisar and Alexander. 

An embassy from the czar of Muscoyy, and another from 
the khan of Tartary (the shah of Persia had before sent an 
embassy to congratulate him on his accession to the throne), 
aeryed the more to exalt him in the eyes of the multitude as 
the first monarch of Europe. 

In the first mpment of yictory he could haye acted and 
ruled in Germany according to his pleasure ; for the attach- 
ment to him was great, and great was the number of his 
faithful friends and seryants, while such as had been his foes 
were smitten with terror. It was the right moment radically 
to change the Germanic constitution, if such had been his 
wish. He might haye done so, too, without violation of 
right; for, which of the belligerent princes had not themselves, 
in one way or another^ violated me constitution ? He was 
entitled to consider all the ancient relations terminated, and a 
totally new state of things introduced, since the belligerent 
princes had even ceased to recognise him as emperor, and had 
styled him simply Charles of Ghent. But of success and 
victory he made no other use than to forward more effectually 
the work of religious peace, at which he had so long and so 
zealously laboured, but without a prosperous result. And 
with how much conscientiousness did he do this ! He failed 
because he was. so far exalted above his contemporaries^ 
because these participated so little in his mild and magnani- 
mous sentiments, because in his sense of justice he stood 
single and alone in his age ; but can this be made a subject of 
reproach ? By cautious forbearance he was able to hinder 
the confiict from assuming precisely the name and character 
of a reli^ous war. Neither was it one in reality ; not 
merely because a Protestant prince sided with Charles, while 
some Protestant as well as Catholic ones remained neutral ; 
but because the very method of waging hostilities (a method 
Indeed which in succeeding times was by no means imitated) 
proved that it was not a religious war. Everything good 
and great, even if it apparently fails, produces its unfailing 
and indestructible effects. Thus while in France and Eng- 
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land blood was flowing in torrents, in Oermanj, even after 
the attempted reunion had proved impossible, a reli^ond 
peace, at least between the Catholic and Protestant parties^ 
was still possible, and eren subsisted for half a century. But 
to whom was Germany indebted for this blessing but to the 
emperor Charles, who made such unwearied efforts to bring 
about a religious pacification ? These attempts had the effect 
not only of softening the sentiments of a few of the better 
disposed, but also of developing the conditions of a religious 
peace, and of an order of things so new to the world. The 
ultimate riiqpture of the peace at the close of half A century, 
and the breaking out of a most tremendous war, cannot be 
adduced as derogating from this benefit ; for if thd spirit of 
Charles had been more responded to, if he had but awakened 
similar sentiments to his own in Germany, never would a 
thirty years' war have been enkindled. Here, however, he 
also committed one greikt political error. Being once more 
in a position where ^decided measures alone, where one 
of two opposite courses alone-^^-absolute severity or uncon-' 
ditional ciemency---could effectually accomplish his object^ 
he selected a middle path, bounded on either hand by jus*' 
tice and mercy. This remark is applicable to his <k>nauct 
towards all the belligerent princes, but chiefly towards the 
elector John Frederick of Saxony. Alba conjured him, if he 
would not grant Saxony to his brother as a flef, lest he 
should draw down upon himself the charge of thirsting after 
conquest, at least to partition it, to erect its cities into free 
cities of the empire, and to divide its different provinces 
among the different petty princes. ' If he would not even do 
this, he entreated him to restore the whole province intact to 
the elector John Frederick, who might perhaps be entirely 
gained over by such magnanimity, but in no case to confer it 
upon Maurice. The faithful Ferdinand, too, was against 
Maurice ; but it was all in vain, Charles had given his word ; 
he fulfilled it, and was fearfully deceived. 

The elector John Frederick gained, during his captivity, the 
respect, nay, the friendship of Charles. The latter was at 
first more irritated against him than against any, because he 
opposed the most unbending resistance of all to his attempts 
at church reunion. Even during his captivity, John Fre- 
derick, after ceding many considerable territories for himself 
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and his heirs, refused to sabsoribe Charles's formula of 
reanion, the Interim, because he considered it contrary ta 
his religion and his conscience. The Landgrave, on the con- 
trary, could he have obtained his liberty on that condition^ 
showed a readiness to comply. This very constancy of John 
Frederick was a result and a proo^ if not of a comprehensive 
understanding, at least of an honest heart. Charles's interest, 
too, for the conscientious prince may have, perhaps, increased, 
the more he felt himself deceived in Maurice, his favourite up 
to this period. 

When this prince, who was also a general of his, turned 
against him, surprised and forced him to fly, Charles at last 
perceived that his object, namely, the avoidance of a schism in 
the church, was impracticable. From this moment he aban- 
doned to his brother Ferdinand the task of concluding a treaty, 
adapted to the actual posture of af&irs, as well as to the state 
of ecclesiastical schism, henceforth unavoidable, and also com- 
mitted to his care all the affairs of Germany. We should 
err in supposing that, because he had no means of resistance 
on the first moment of surprise, he was, therefore, altogether 
without resources. In a few months, through the active co- 
operation of his sister Maria, he stood at the head of an 
army more than fifty thousand strong. That it would not 
have been difficult for him to draw even Protestant princes 
over to his side, we see by the example of one of the most 
enterprising among them, the Margrave Albert of Brandon- 
buig, who entered into his service. Charles always found 
still very great support in Germany. Had he but chosen to 
employ that powerful army in Germany to avenge himself 
upon Maurice, and to reinstate the elector John Frederick, he 
would still have easily gained the upper hand. Had he 
but yielded in respect to religion, all Germany would even 
then have rallied round him. But this was precisely what 
he could not, and would not, do. When he saw that the 
desired reunion, on which he had wasted so many years of 
labour, was, in the prevaling temper of minds, utterly im- 
practicable, he lost all interest in Gennany ; and' from that 
period we perceive in him a decided repugnance and in- 
difference towards all German affiiirs. 

In retaining the two princes, John Frederick and the Land- 
grave, in captivity, Charles had no other object in view than 
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for a season to depriye of inflnenoe, the two individuals, 
whereof the one by his inflexible obstinacy, the other by his 
restless activity, stood most in the way of the much-desired 
ecclesiastical reunion, until such reunion had become in 
itself sufficiently consolidated. With regard to the Land-* 
grave, Charles was so far from miscalculating in this matter, 
that that prince, even during his captivity, offered to accept 
the Interim ; and after recovering his freedom, did not even 
appear to be the same man, but had lost his characteristic 
energy and courage, and all his former authority. Many 
unjust censures have been cast on Charles for retaining 
the Landgrave in captivity, which are now proved to be 
utterly unfounded. The emperor was wholly free from 
blame in the matter ; the &ult lay with the negotiators, who 
had promised to the Landgrave more than the former knew 
and approved of. In regfurd to his policy, however, his con- 
duct may, perhaps, deserve censure in this as in several other 
cases, because, in a period of violent revolution and universal 
contest, he did not always adopt the most decisive course, 
but had only too often recourse to moderate and half- 
measures. Yet, on the whole, the reunion Charles at- 
tempted failed, not on account of a few erroneous measures, 
but because the division, the ferment, and the exasperation 
of minds was too universal. 

Maurice had set himself up to be the protector of Ger-r 
man freedom ; but the voice of the people was not with him. 
Neither was it well pos^ble that it should be, as duplicity 
is never forgiven by the public. In the very same sense as 
Maurice, the king of France called himself the guardian of 
German freedom, while he was seizing some cities of the 
empire, which Maurice, in a treaty of alliance, just as if the 
empire were already his, had dared to give up to him. To 
resist this encroachment Charles led his army, taking up 
arms for the last time in defence of the honour and inviola- 
bility of the empire, bs well as the security of his beloved 
Netherlands. Here, also, he was unsuccessful, being unable to 
recover Metz. In his retreat, however, he survived tbe great 
victory of St. Quentin, in the reign of his successor, which 
on the quarter towards France seemed to guarantee com-^ 
plete security, and even something more. 

Charles now realized the wish he had long cherished, of 
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dosing his life in calm seclusion and silent communion with 
his souL His entire life had been one unbroken struggle ; 
he had, from the first, regarded and felt his soyereignty as a 
Biission, a mighty duty, and a burden ; for a whole genera* 
lion he had borne that burden on his shoulders, and had held 
the rudder with a strong hand, while Europe was violently 
tossed about in the storms of the time. So far was he from 
being devoid of feeling, that we may rather trace in him & 
disposition to melancholy. The deep impression made on 
him by his mother's death, which, after she had been long in 
a state of melancholy madness, occurred shortly before his 
own end, is in this respect worthy of notice. And yet has 
this resolution, too, of withdrawing into a quiet retreat, given 
occasion to the most singular commentaries; a resolution^ 
known to have been taken, and often expressed by him at 
even a very early period, when he was at the sununit of 8nc«r 
cess, and in the prime of manly vigour. But although pos- 
sessing deep and earnest feelmgs, he was outwardly most 
cheerful, intellectual in social intercourse, and extremely 
susceptible of friendship. Many and touching proofs exist 
of his tender attachment to his nearest kindred, particularly 
to his two sisters, Eleonora and Mary (who, upon his taking 
leave of the world, attended him to Spain), and in general 
of his friendship for all about him, who were at all capable 
of responding to such a feeling. With his great servants, 
both in war and in the cabinet, his intercourse was friendly ; 
he was affiible to all; and innumerable are the pointed 
answers, intellectual traits, and significant sayings, which the 
age preserved of his. Although in such a case much may, 
perhaps, be inaccurately attributed to a great man, yet if the 
most remarkable and best-attested traits are alone selected, a 
book might easily be compiled, which would be one of the 
most instructive of its kind. 

Thus withdrew from the world a man, who, as king of 
Spain, was, without comparison, the best and greatest of all 
who have preceded or followed him ; who made Spain what 
she was for two centuries; who, as emperor of Germany, 
had always aimed at the noblest objects with indefatigable 
effort ; a man who in his mighty soul embraced all the rela- 
tions of his age and of Europe ; and, with the clearest intel- 
lect, saw through the complicated problems she had to 
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solye, and discerned the formidable dangers that menaced 

her. 

At his death all Christian nations riyalled each other in 
faneral festivals, of unexampled pomp, in honour of his name 
and greatness. Even in the capital of the Turkish empire, 
a noble-minded foe honoured by a funeral festiyal the memory 
of the great monarch who had left the world. Europe 
appeared to feel that the hero and champion of the age was 
no more ; an age which, now that this last pillar of strength 
and union had dsO disappeared, was the more surely hurrying 
on to a century of war and anarchy* 



LECTURES XV. & XVI. 

HISTORY OF EUROPE UNDER THE SUOOBSSORS OF CHARLES. 

The age towards which Europe was hurrying after the 
death of Charles the Fifth was indeed well calculated to fill 
his soul with melancholy, whose mind foresaw it. Long civil 
wars were the first inevitable consequence of the schism in the 
church. They distracted Germany, Switzerland, France^ the 
Spanish monarchy, and England for upwards of a century and 
ia half, reckoning from the peasants' war to the persecution 
of the Huguenots under Lewis the Fourteenth. At lengthy 
first in Holland, and then from the time of Queen Anne in 
England, and the emperor Joseph the First, new and 
milder principles of policy became predominant in Europe. 
Not long after the first religious peace had been established in 
Germany by Charles the Fifth and his brother Ferdinand^ 
civil wars broke out in France d*nd the Netherlands ; and 
scarcely had a better epoch arrived for France with the acces- 
sion of Henry the Fourth, and scarcely had the freedom of 
Holland been recognised after a long contest, when in Ger- 
many the long-repressed warfare broke out afresh with 
redoubled fury. At last, after thirty years of distraction and 
bloodshed, a treaty of peace was there signed, at the very time 
when in England, after many other cruel executions, the 
unhappy King Cluirles himself was brought to the scaffold.^ 
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While in England, out of the strife of contending elements 
a neyr fonn of legal liberty already began to spring forth, 
Lewis the Fourteenth in France set on foot a general persecu- 
tion against the Huguenots, not less cruel and unjust than that 
which has earned for Philip the Second among posterity the 
reputation of a tyrant. These civil wars were an ineyitable 
result of the religious schism, not only by reason of the 
intimate alliance between church and state, but also because 
the new doctrines generated new and peculiar principles and 
parties in reference to the state, as well as in matters of reXU 
gion. The early political fanaticism of the Anabaptists in 
Germany was, it was true, at once and unirersally abhorred 
by both parties, crushed, and then again forgotten. Hence 
also in the period from Charles the Fifth, down to the thirty 
years' war, the religious contests partook in Germany less of 
a political character than in any other country of Europe* 
In France, on the contrary, among the adherents of Calvin 
this political character is plainly visible, not indeed in un- 
bridled fanaticism such as that in the first outbreak of the 
troubles in Germany, but on the most systematic principles, 
which on that yery account acquired a permanent influence ; 
among the English Puritan^ .this was still more the case. To 
this must be added the opportunity of employing civil com- 
motions as an instrument for ambitious views ; an opportunity 
which the combustible matter actually existing naturally 
offered to an immoral system of policy. The French govern- 
jneni had set the example of holding it up as an enlightened 
policy to subject the Protestants in Paris to torture and 
death, and at the same time to support them in Germany. 
Even, however, without this admirable principle of a new 
public law, which was thus substituted for the old, but which 
was not imitated by other countries, the natural and inevit- 
able connection of each religious party in the different countries 
led to general and multifarious violations of justice. When 
Queen Elizabeth supported the Huguenots in France, it was 
not surprising that the friends and co-religionists of the un- 
happy Mary Stuart should look forward with eagerness to 
the arrival of a Spanish fleet. Under a combination of cir- 
cumstances like this, the mutual relations not only of the 
states themselves, but of the sovereigns and the people in each 
state, must have been in the highest degree vitiated, perverted| 
and comipted. 
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Still more lamentable even than the ciyil ward and yast 
bloodshed were the general restrictions on ciyil liberty as well 
as on freedom of thought, which were the immediate conse* 
quence of the schism in the church. Thatcomprehensiye and 
profound intellectual culture, that great and genuine freedom 
of thought, which had preyailed in Italy mider Lorenzo and 
Leo, in Germany under Maximilian, and had thence extended 
their beneficial influence oyer all Europe, were now no longer 
to be thought of. The yery existence of the state was aboye 
all things to be sayed and guaranteed, whateyer else might 
perish, whateyer sacrifices might be required, great and bloody 
as they might be, painful to the feelings, or injurious to ciyil- 
ization. This was the case not only within the domains of 
the ancient church, but equally so in those of the new creed. 
It was not less dangerous in JProtestant Germany to swerye 
from the Augsburg confession of faith, than in Catholic 
Europe to attack the Council of Trent* Eyen in Saxony, the 
cradle of the Reformation, a learned scholar was subjected to 
a criminal prosecution in the year 1574 for Crypto-Calyinism, 
as it is called, that is, under the accusation of being a secret 
adherent of Calyin's party ; and a distinguished statesman and 
chancellor was in the year 1601, on the like account, publicly 
beheaded. Not only freedom of thought, but ciyil liberty also, 
suffered much in many states of Europe, and especially in 
Germany, from the religious schism. In this country the 
reyolt of the peasants and the discontent of the nobles were 
the pretext; the power of the princes, so augmented by the 
confiscation of church property, and their own close alliance 
with each other, was the cause of these numerous restrictions 
upon ancient freedom. In the Spanish monarchy the exaspe* 
ration of the goyemment was stimulated, and its system of 
policy became eyen more and more distrustful and harsher, 
the less it was in a condition to suppress in eyeiy quarter the 
popular insurrections. It is true that these growing encroach-- 
ments on liberty were the yery cause of yiolent reactions^ 
and thus seryed to introduce a republican spirit and freedom. 
It is true that in some states the strife of warring element? 
settled at last into an equilibrium, which enduredfor some consi- 
derable time at least. This was eminently the case in Holland 
and in England, where this equilibrium was brought about by au 
artificial combination of ancient forms with the modem spirit,. 

p 
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wliile in Anstria this was the result of conciliation towards 
the new order of things, united with the strict maintenance of 
the ancient in^tem. In the history of Europe, taken as a 
whole (and England forms not always an exception), this 
alternation of rigorous repression and equally violent out- 
breaks of freedom prevailed both, in political institutions and 
in the development of the public mind. We may well ask, 
however, whether a perpetual transition from one extreme to 
another— a perpetual oscillation and alternation between 
despotism and utter anarchy — between hatred against all 
philosophy on the one side, and contempt for all religion on 
the other, exhibited in the constitution as well as in modes of 
thought) can lead so surely to a really well-ordered and lasting 
free<u>m and civilization, as that un^orm inward development 
of the earlier times? For such there was in the period preced- 
ing the Reformation a noble foui^dation laid for intellectual 
culture, and there existed the possibility at least of a fortunate 
and legal settlement of political relations in all the different 
states of Europe. 

The character of modem nations and states within the last 
three centuries has been, if not exclusively, yet chiefly 
moulded by the form which the Reformation assumed, and 
the influence it exercised in each of them. Of the principal 
countries of Europe, Italy was indisputably the most for^- 
tunate in the first century after the Reformation, precisely 
because she remained free from its influence (except the remote 
and mediate impression created by the universal change), 
and was spared all intestine religious wars. The public 
peace there required no further sacrifice than perhaps the 
prosecution or exile ol one or two scholars, whose mode of 
thinking and whose doctrines might now appear dangerous 
to the public security, although in other, times perhaps they 
would have augmented and exalted the fame of Italy. As 
Italy and Spain had preserved their national unity, they alone 
at this period possessed a true national intellectual culture, 
and a literature, that was the rofieotion of it. But unfor- 
tunately, from a dread of abuse and of doctrinal innovations, 
philosophy was excluded from this circle of intellectual cul- 
ture, or reduced to a dead, powerless form, for literature 
was altogether too much restricted to the regions of imagin- 
ation. Hence this Italian and Spanish civilization, brilliant 
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as it was in art, poetrj, and literatnre, bore within itself the 
genn of weakness and decay; for a tme and lasting cnltiya* 
tion can alone proceed from the harmonions derelopment of 
all our faculties. In England and Crermany, through recol- 
lections of other times and old traditions, many isolated 
flowers of northern poesy still sprang np on the national soil, 
eyen in this centary ; but a regular series of intellectual works 
—a body of national literature, as in Spain and Italy-— could 
not there grow up. The storm of civil war swept away into 
obliyion every plant that strove to put forth its leayes. In 
Germany the yery language became barbarous, when after a 
whole century of religious controversies, invariably carried on 
with bitterness, often with coarseness, generally with a false 
subtlety, and but rarely with originality and profoundness of 
intellect, there ensued a universal and desolating war, 
whereof many surviyed the termination, in manhood or old 
age, who had witnessed its commencement in childhood or 
youth. In France, too, all interest and eneigy were at that 
period exclusively absorbed by civil commotions and party 
contests. It was not until Richelieu le-established unity, 
that the era of the Belles Lettres commenced in France, which 
that statesman was at first anxious to encourage for political 
purposes. After Italy, the condition of Germany was com- 
paratively the most prosperous in the latter half of the six- 
teenth century, from the period of the reli^ous peace untfl 
the eve of the outbreak of the thirty years' war. It was but 
a false peace, indeed, which, far from eradicating the evil, did 
not even ^x accurately the demarcations between the hostile 
parties. Such as it was, however, it was still a benefit, com- 
pared with the horrors perpetrated in that age in France and 
England. For the advantage of being the first to establish 
a religious peace, Germany was indebted more immediately 
to Charles the Fifth's efibrts to eflect a reunion, and to the 
milder sentiments, or at least to the early suggestion of terms 
and conditions of agreement, which thence arose. The causes 
that tended to uphold a peace, so frail and insecure in its own 
nature, were the fact that both religious parties in Germany, 
if not equally strong, were at least sufficiently powerful to 
inspire mutual fear and forbearance ; next, the pacific and 
conciliatory system of the first Austrian emperors of the Ger^ 
man line, who succeeded Charles the Fifth; and, finally, the 
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systematic ayersion wHich, since the atrocities of the peasants' 
Tvar, and of the Anabaptists, the German Lutherans enter- 
tained for all ciyil commotions, unlawful encroachments, or 
violent reyolations in the old constitution. The followers of 
Galyin, on the other hand, whose genius and principles bore 
more directly on the state, on social relations and changes, 
were excluded from the benefits of the religious peace, were 
abhorred even by the Lutherans, and thus could only with 
difficulty and by degrees obtain toleration ; for a long period 
elapsed ere they acquired any influence in Germany. It was 
quite otherwise in France and England : instead of parties 
being tolerably equal, as in Germany, in the former of those 
two countries the Catholic, in the latter the Protestant party, 
were predominant, and preponderant enough to be able to 
exercise at their will oppression oyer the weaker body. In 
both lands, conspiracies were the order of the day. In Eng- 
land, the executions of many worthy and innocent persons, 
from Sir Thomas More down to the unhappy Mary Queen 
of Soots, excite an indignation eyen aggravated by the legal 
form given to the perpetrated cruelty. Not less are we dis- 
gusted with the violent changes of principles and creed 
bloodily enforced according to the successive opinions of de- 
spotic sovereigns. In France the party contests at the court 
of the last Yalois, and in general their culpable intrigues, 
which involved all that was most sacred in religion, the 
dearest interests, and the very blood of the people, are espe- 
cially revolting to the feelings. How powerful and destruc- 
tive the new elements of fermentation were, that the new doc- 
trines had introduced into the world, was evinced more 
especially in England. Almost still more violent and bloody 
than the hatred between the adherents of the old and the new 
£uth, was the hatred between the two parties, into which the 
latter was divided, namely, the Protestant Episcopalians and 
the Puritans. In this respect England most resembled Ger- 
many, except that in the former the evil was fully developed, 
whereas in the latter the jgerm only existed. Had the Catho- 
lic party been wholly crushed in Germany,^-could the Cal- 
vinist doctrines have obtained a somewhat wider diffusion, 
jud^ng from their mutual sentiments and mutual exaspe- 
ration, a ciyil war between the followers of Luther and of 
Oalvin would probably have broken out in this country also. 
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In the Spanish monarchy the new doctrines evincea their 
influence in brining about a democratic reaction in the 
dangerous shape of great popular insurrections. The Dutch 
achieved their freedom by force of arms ; the Moriscoes in 
the south of Spain were defeated and extirpated. A third 
great rebellion, though purely political, in Arragon, under 
Philip the Second, proves how a despotic government is har- 
dened in its course of severity by the very insurrections it 
provokes. Another consequence of the Reformation was, 
that the states and nations of Europe grew more isolated, 
that the universal bond of union, which had hitherto en- 
folded and knit them together, became relaxed, or was even 
altogether dissevered. Germany had much declined from its 
ancient greatness, and was mostly confined within the circle 
of its own afiairs. England and France were wholly ab- 
sorbed with their own affairs, and with their civil wars. 
Spain alone continued to maintain her ascendancy in Italy, 
and to divide with Portugal the almost exclusive monopoly 
of commerce, and of the recently discovered countries of the 
new world. At times she possessed a visible preponderance 
over France and England, and exerted a kind of predomi- 
nating influence through all western Europe, until more 
clear-sighted observers perceived that Spanish greatness, the - 
glory and lustre whereof had, from the time of Charles the 
Fifth; been diffused through all Europe, was no longer what 
it had been, wbit it was stiU considered to be by the multi- 
tude, but that the great monarchy was in a state of visible 
and hopeless decline. 

Before we review the reign of Philip the Second, the son 
and successor of the great Charles, who was yet so unlike 
his father, and trace the further destinies of the Spanish, and 
the principles of the German-Austrian house, we have still 
something to say as to Charles's views and principles regard- 
ing his house and line — the Austrian dynasty in Spain, as 
well as in Germany. One of his last plans, as is well 
known, was to procure Philip's election as king of the Bo- 
mans. Not one of Charles's measures appears so liable to cen- 
sure as this, if we form our judgment according to the result 
instead of the intention of the emperor, and require of him 
an absolute foreknowledge of his son's character, such as we 
judge it to be, after it has been unfolded to posterity by & 
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reign of forty-two years, a period during which it became 
even sterner and darker. Startling, it is trne, is the idea of 
what would hare become of Europe, had Mary of EngkLud, 
Philip the Second's consort, lived longer, had his marriage 
preyed prolific, had he become virtual sovereign of England 
through long possession of a co-regency, and already king of 
Spain and Naples and lord of the new world, had he now 
in addition been created emperor of Germany. But from his 
personal character alone would the danger have arisen, not 
from the union of these various kingdoms, which, from their 
unalterable difierences and geographical remoteness, would 
rather have afforded each other some mutual guarantees of 
freedom. Thus in Italy, although restrained by no fordlgn 
power, Philip could not acquire despotic sway. Still less 
could he have done so In England, even if the prolongation 
of Mary's life and the then strength of the Catholic party 
had enabled him to maintain himself in that country, not 
even if he had known how to win the good-will of the people. 
In Spain, had he been simultaneously emperor of Germany, 
he woul<^ beyond all doubt, have been a less absolute sove- 
reign than he actually was. Least of all could he ever have 
attained absolute power in Germany. Here, above all, he 
would have been forced to adopt more conciliatory princi- 
ples; or if he had remaiued inflexible in his severity, the 
only result would have been that the war, which, as it was, 
subsequently broke out| would have been earlier enkindled, 
'and half a century sooner, perhaps, have been concluded by 
aWestphalian peace. A total subjugation of either party 
by the other was not to be apprehended, as for that end, 
both of them were too powerfid. Very different from the 
union of such different countries, and far more pregnant with 
danger, is that order of things, when a great state, shut up in 
itself^ and with frontiers well rounded off, is encompassed by 
neighbours, each of whom, taken singly, is far inferior to it 
in power. In such a case, opportunities for systematic 
aggrandizement, in the course of time, will never he want- 
ing; while the aggrandizement of such a state is never 
effected on the federal principle of a mere connection, but 
\y the incorporation of the smaller with the ruling country, 
t>y the fusion of all into one universal mass, with whose ex- 
pansion despotism at home must necessarily increase, and 
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grow nnlimiied. Be this, Howeyer, as it may, and far 
happier and more desirable for Germany as were the mild 
principles of goyemment adopted by the first emperors of 
the Austro-German line, than the eyent adverted to aboye i 
yet the idea of uniting so many crowns on a single head, of 
fusing all states and nations into a single state and nation, 
was so remote from Charles's yiews, that we may be certain 
that if had had a second legitimate son, he would, in all pro- 
bability, haye set apart one of the "crowns he wore, that of 
Naples or the Netherlands for instance, as an inheritance for 
him. This is shown, likewise, in his fraternal relations with 
Ferdinand. It was not mistrust or dislike towards his bro- 
ther that suggested to Charles this arrangement ; but wholly 
and solely the natural reflection, how difficult, nay, im{>ossible^ 
it would be for him, with the slender power he otherwise pos- 
sessed, to maintain the imperial rights, and fulfil imperial duties 
with yigour and efficiency. The best due to the views, on 
which Charles's plans were founded, is furnished by the nature 
of the arrangement which the two brothers at last appear to 
have agreed upon. Philip was to become king of the Romans^ 
and then to succeed Ferdinand in the imperial dignity; 
while Maximilian, Ferdinand's son, was, in his turn, as king 
of the Romans, to lend his aid to Philip, as his father had 
so often done as Charles's representatiye in Germany. The 
nniyersal oppoation which this proposal excited in Germany' 
was natural, on account of the character of Philip, who was 
not even then popular ; more unfounded was the objection of 
its being an attempt to render the empire hereditary. In 
the most flourishing periods of the Germanic constitution, in 
the times of the &kxon, Franconian, and Suabian emperors, 
it had been the custom not to quit the reigning house with- 
out some urgent motive ; while the freedom of election was 
vindicated by the preference of one member to another of 
the same house and family. Subsequently the German 
princes themselves, although some of them, at least, were at 
variance or even at war with the house of Austria, felt, that 
to adhere to that house, to introduce a kind of hereditary 
principle, not in theoir indeed, but, nevertheless, in practice, 
was the only means of preserving some degree of power to 
the enfeebled imperial authority. This arrangement, for the 
sake of internal order, as well as protection against the 
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Turks, most have been desired by all, and acknowledged aer 
a benefit 

Aciiording to the conception of Charles, not only was the 
imperial dignity to be common to the two branches of hia 
house, but they were in general to be united in the most inti- 
mate manner. The whole Austrian house was to form a 
single family, and tho various Austrian states and nations a 
single federative state, precisely as Ferdinand and himself, 
although reigning over countries widely apart, yet formed 
together, both in peace and war, only one power, one Aus- 
trian federative state. Several like measures reveal this his 
plan, as well as the wish for a general union of the Austrian 
fiunily, and a close connection between the two lines. During' 
his last absence from Spain he appointed Maximilian, who 
liad married Philip's sister, regent ; and Maximilian on this 
occasion gained the universal love of the Spanish nation. 
To him and to his consort the emperor intrusted the education 
of his beloved grandson, the unhappy Carlos. The mind and 
temper of Charles ought to have been hereditary in his house, 
in order to realize the union he had so much at heart Little, 
however, as the good emperor had succeeded in Germany 
in restoring concord, aud in reuniting minds inflamed and 
embittered by hatred, he succeeded no better in preserving- 
the alliance and union he desired among his posterity. From 
the hateful character of Philip, the very means he had 
selected to connect the two lines became an occasion for the 
greater estrangement, which after his death sprang up between 
them, and which was long ere it was removed. If the failure 
of the proposed election of Philip as king of the Romans did 
not produce any coolness between the two brothers them- 
selves, it undoubtedly created a decided alienation and aver- 
sion between Philip and Ferdinand. The circumstance of 
Maximilian's gaining so completely the love of the Spaniards 
as regent may easily, added to the great difference in their 
modes of thinkbg and to Philip's disposition, have increased 
still more their mutual dislike. Without doubt the freer 
principles imbibed by the youthful Carlos, in his education 
under Maximilian, jqined to the undisciplined and fiery cha- 
racter of the young prince, and the stem, suspicious temper of 
Philip, were the first occasion for the discord between the 
father and the son, and for the unhappy fate of Carlos. 
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Irreyocably as history has pronounced jud^ent on Philip 
the Second, yet in forming onr estimate of his character, we 
must not forget that, like the Roman emperor Tiberius, with 
whom in his suspicious and yindictiye character he may be 
perhaps compared, he possessed also, together with these 
defects, many great qualities, a profound understanding, and 
a full degree of energy and actiyity* Neither was his cha- 
racter at first by any means what it afterwards gradually 
became, as his disposition grew oyer sterner and harder. It is 
the worst quality of a stem, mistrustful, yiudictiye character, 
that the eyil strikes its roots deeper with time. Philip's 
despotic principles, indeed, originated in the conyiction, that 
as his father had encountered uniyersal censure for excessiye 
mildness and indulgence, especially with regard to religious 
matters, he ought to correct the error. As often happens in 
such cases, he fell into the opposite extreme of excessiye 
rigour. In many cases and positions it is only the most 
decided, only extreme measures, that can bring help and 
safety ; but these measures are of dangerous application, for 
there resides in them a power, which will often master the 
hand that attempts to guide them« These decided and ex-» 
treme measures, which in execution so eamly degenerate into 
cruelty, whether they proceed from the principle of monar- 
chical soyereignty or from ideas of democratic freedom, hayo 
this peculiarity, that they cannot be reyoked. If cruelty be 
once excited and enforced, it then hurries forward in its 
course as an independent power ; and at last it depends bo 
longer on the tyrant himself, whether he wishes to continue a 
tyrant or not, but he is driyen onwards in his course by an iron 
destiny, as it were, and by an inyisible hand. 

Brilliant was the first epoch of Philip the Second's reign* 
The war against France, to which the latter was urged by 
Home itself, out of hatred to Charles's conciliatory policy, 
and his supposed interference in religious matters, was as 
glorious and successful as oyer a war had been. The nayal 
power of Turkey was shattered at a moment, when the 
results of the rebellion in the Low Countries could not as 
yet be anticipated. Philip had inherited two great qualities 
from his father : a dignified and lofty outward bearing, and 
the art of collecting great men around him, of appreciating^ 
honouring, and employing them. From the time of Charles^ 
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the Spanish name was still great tlirongliout Europe, and the 
weight of this glory in public estimation was very consider- 
able. Eyerythmg undertaken by Spain at this period bore 
a certain atamp of dignity and grandeur. For the perpetu- 
ation of this its ancient lustre, the monarchy was chiefly in- 
debted to the Spanish nobility, which through Charles had 
risen to be the first in Europe. To distinguish this new 
form of nobility trom the older forms and epochs, in which 
that order. had been developed in the middle age from the 
Germanic period, we may term it the royal nobility ; for a 
spirit of unbounded devotion, fidelity, and self-sacrifice in 
&» service of the king, was its soul and first principle. The 
feudal nobility had sprung out of companionship in armsr 
The rewards at first bestowed and received only in the 
spirit of magnanimity and lofty gratitude, quickly introduced 
self-interest in the place of enthusiastic love of glory and a 
disinterested brotherhood in arms. With self-interest arose a 
multitude of complicated relatbns of property, thwarting and 
embarrassing the state in every way. 

The nobihty of the middle age was afterwards purified anew, 
and regenerated by the spirit of chivalry. Instead of self* 
interest, their minds were turned towards high objects of 
public welfare, and the fraternal love of noble brothers in arms 
and comrades in war was still more closely cemented by solemn 
vows and lofty sentiments. Cbivalry, however, remained in- 
complete ; it never became universally predominant, and in 
the anarchy which arose upon the disorganization of the great 
old political institutions, the nobility assumed the worst of all 
forms, became one of violent feud and fierce club-law. The 
nobility were in part deprived of and deposed from their ori- 
ginal mOitary duties, when, besides the mounted nobles, who 
had hitherto constituted the chief sinew of war, an invincible 
in&ntry was formed out of a robust and free race of moun- 
taineers. The Swiss and the German foot-soldiers soon 
bMame universaUy indiBpensable in every arm^j the armed 
mibtia of the independent cities, however, easily became the 
most dexterous in the scientific construction and employment 
of fire-arms. The feuds carried on by the nobles in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries against the freedom-loving 
peasantry and against the cities, was the struggle of a newly- 
invented military system against the old one ; a struggle in 
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which the new maintainecL its ground. The exclnsiye pos- 
flession of military senrice and military honour could no longer 
form the essential characteristic of the nobility ; the compli- 
cated relations of feudal property disappeared more and more 
with the extension of the royal power. But by means of this 
very royal power, which now first receired its full deyelop- 
meniy a perfectly new function devolyed upon the nobility, 
tliat, namely, of constituting a link between king and 
people. Not as though the king, if he is what he ought to be, 
the living centre of his people, needs a prop for his support, 
nor that the nobility should co-operate and share in any 
efibrts to establish absolute authority to crush the liberties of 
the people ; but that they should complete the union of the 
body politic^ should knit together more intimately the living 
bonds between king and people. In its original idea, what else 
is the king amid his people but the living law, the visible 
justice ? A nobility that thinks and acts in this moral spirit, 
that multiplies as it were this kingly power of legal order and 
moral dignity; that places its honour in its self-devotion to 
royalty, in the principles of rigid justice and morality, in the 
glory and lustre of the nation ; such a nobility corresponds to 
the lofty idea formed by Charles of the functions of the 
order. We may affirm that by the influence of his spirit, and 
by the moral dignity of the nation itself the Spanish nobility 
of that age corresponded better to this lofty standard, and ap* 
preached nearer to the beau ideal than any other in Europe. 

Of the great men whom Philip inherited from his &ther, 
Alba holds the first place. His character, likewise, which, 
during his long career, may be distinguished into three quite 
distinct epochs, is often ui^airly judged merely from its last 
and least favourable period. A faithful friend and servant of 
the great Charles, than whom he was eight years younger, 
Alba attained even in early youth a high degree of 
glory. Love, chivalrous sporte^ and poetry, — which seemed 
in the eyes of every noble Spaniard of that age the main 
purpose of life, — ^martial deedls and martial fame, filled up 
Ally's youth also ; he was accounted the pride of the Spanish 
nobility ; he was the model of all aspiring youths, and the 
darling of his nation. It awakes a melancholy feeling to 
compare this beautiful picture of Alba's youth with the cruel- 
ties which, in his old age, he perpetrated in the Netherlands | 
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to contemplate the frightful effects and changes that half a 
century passed amid civil turmoils and religious wars may 
produce even in a character originaUy noble. In Germany, at 
the middle period of his life, when he stood a consummate 
caption at the side of Charles, so far was he from being what 
he is generally painted, that the counsels and warnings he gave 
to Charles, especially with regard to the elector John Frederick, 
were wholly on the side of mercy ; they were, moreover, in 
general very wise, and exhibited an accurate knowledge of the 
circumstances of the German states and princes. The dignity of 
the house of Austria ; the maintenance of the Catholic religion ; 
the honour of Spain — ^these were the objects of his life, these 
alone possessed value in his eyes ; for these, as a warrior and 
a statesman, he battled with enthusiasm, and for these he 
himself was also ready to make eveiy sacrifice. His cruelty 
in the Netherlands is undeniable. He was convinced, how- 
ever, of the absolute justice of his cause, and that extreme and 
violent measures would alone be effectual — an opinion which 
he held in common with many whose lives have been cast in 
the unhappy period of civil warfare. He received, moreover, 
invariably from Philip, who sought to cast the odium from 
himself ou Alba, stringent orders to act with severity. Thus^ 
if we do not deny all great qualities to a Sylla, a Pompey, and 
Cicero, a Cato, and Brutus, because partly out of passion, 
partly upon principle, and for the sake of opinions, they 
spilled the blood of their countr3rmen, or took part in acts of 
this kind, neither can we exclude Alba from the ranks of 
great men. 

The revolt of the Netherlands, and the independence they 
subsequently achieved by force of arms, was ia its results one 
of the most important events of history. If we examine one by 
one the first demands and proceedings of the malcontents, we 
shall not find them all well-founded or just, nor will their chiefs 
and leaders, judged by their separate and secret views, appear 
by any means in the mvourable light in which the glory of the 
successful result and the gratitude of posterity have placed 
them. ' But if we look at the whole course and spirit of 
Philip the Second's government, we can only regard popular 
insurrections as natural. The desire expressed by a consider- 
able party in the Netherlands to place themselves under the 
sovereignty of an Austrian archduke of the German line 
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suggests' the idea tbat it would perhaps have been more 
fortunate if Charles the Fifth had allotted his Netherlands to 
the German line* From the tolerant principles of the earlier 
emperors of that house, the ensuing war would probably have 
been avoided, and Holland never have become a sepa- 
rate state, an occurrence which has subsequently been attended 
with the most important and beneficial results, and often 
exercised a most decided influence on the whole course of 
events. The revolt of the Netherlands and the conquest of 
Portugal were the most important events in Philip the Second's 
reign. With Sebastian's death terminated the brief period of 
Portuguese prosperity, power, and grandeur. A grandson of 
Charles the Fifth, not less unhappy than his other grandson, 
Don Carlos of Spain, he appears to have chiefly been stimu- 
lated to undertake his great African expedition by the glorious 
example of his grandfEither. In itself the expedition cannot 
be called absurd. Already Ximenes and Charles the Fifth 
were persuaded, that nothing was so important and so essen- 
tial to the internal prosperity of the Iberian peninsula^ and 
would so continue in the future, as a lasting influence and 
permanent possessions on the African coast. Under the pro- 
tection of such settlements, flourishing Christian colonies 
might perhaps have been gradually there planted, and that 
maritime coast, which is so essentially connected with Europe, 
have become peopled, as of old, by civilized nations, and remained 
intimately united with Spain. Hitherto these hostile provinces 
of Africa had often brought ruin upon the southern countries 
of Europe and opposed an insuperable obstacle to their attain- 
ing any high degree of prosperity. Had Sebastian's enter- 
prise succeeded, he would have been ranked among the greatest 
heroes and conquerors : the world judges generally by the 
result. The enthusiastic love of his people, manifested not 
only after his misfortunes, and on account of the unhappy 
state of affairs that ensued, but prior to them likewise, speaks 
favourably for Sebastian. He had succeeded in exciting the 
enthusiasm of the entire nation for himself and his under- 
taking, and this success implies no mean capacity. As 
Sebastian, however, intoxicated with the love of glory so 
natural to youth, staked, so to say, the whole power of the 
nation upon a single throw, and lost the hazardous game, 
the unhappy consequence ensued, that together with the 
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prince tbe nation also perished. Alba warned bim kindly 
and zealously; bis undo Pbilip tbe Second dismissed bim 
coldly and witb yagne expressions. Tbe latter now made 
bimself master of Portugal, and tbereby apparently augmented 
bis power, but in reality, by tbe unjust conquest, payed tbe 
way for tbe downfal of Spain. For it was precisely tbis 
seizure of Portugal, accomplisbed as it was by yiolence, and 
against tbe conyiction and inclinations of tbe bulk of tbe 
Portuguese, and wbicb of itself speedily occasioned a new 
reyolution, tbat gaye tbe Dutcb tbe opportunity of becoming a 
great nayal power by appropriating to tbemselyes a large 
portion of tbe Portuguese commerce and Portuguese pos-> 
sessions in India. How different in tbis matter were tbe 
yiews and conduct of Pbilip from tbose of bis fatber Obarles ! 
Witb wbat solicitude did Cbailes establish and inyariably 
uphold the amicable relations- between the two nations and 
states i It would baye been no difficult matter for an am- 
bitious king of Spain to take possession of Portugal, wbicb 
by land was so mucb feebler. Eyen in the reign of Isabella, 
the old border-hatred bad been succeeded by a spirit of 
lasting concord, and to tbis happy state of things tbe cele- 
brated partition-line, by wbicb tbe pope divided the new 
world between the two riyal nations, bad not a little con- 
tributed. As the last important act of power exerted by tbe 
popes as umpires between tbe different nations, tbis judgment 
merits a place in history, and has also been often made a 
topic of ridicule. We may readily acknowledge that the new 
world belonged to tbe pope as little as the ocean; but if 
without tbat partition-line, a war (and as is usual among all na- 
tions stimulated by commercial jealousy), a desolating war bad 
been unayoidable between the Spaniards and the Portuguese, 
its effect will at least baye been beneficial. In many of the 
commercial and nayal wars of the seyenteenth and eighteenth 
centuries, how happy would it have been, bad a power still 
subsisted, which, without any other force than that of conviction, 
possessed sufficient authority to draw a line of peace like this 
upon the globe. Tbe unity and the consolidation into a single 
state of tbe Iberian peninsula may in itself appear natural and 
desirable 1 The wisdom of Isabella and Charles prepared the 
way for such an eyent by the mild means of family alliance and 
family concord, whereby in tbe course of time it would of itself 
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have naturally ensned. Philip's precipitate and -yiolent con- 
quest produced exactly the opposite effect, — insurrection, 
namely, and a permanent separation. With Sebastian the 
energy of the nation was totally prostrated. Whether of the 
sereral pretended Sebastians, the last, who first appeared in 
Venice and who terminated his life in a Spanish prison, 
were not the real one, remains still doubtful. If he were, 
the number of Philip's secret acts of cmelij towards his own 
£i.mily would be thereby increased. 

It is remarkable that, in the latter years of his life, ac- 
cording to the testimony and the detailed narratives: of the 
Spanish historians, a fearful remorse agitated and afflicted the 
aged Philip. No conception of his character would be more 
incorrect, than to suppose him a mere selfish tyrant, without 
feeling, and eyen perhaps without personal belief. Repent- 
ance, like his, prores that the memory of lofty ideas was 
not extinguished in his breast. Less certain is the subject to 
which this repentance more specially referred. It would 
scarcely refer to what posterity chiefly regards as the great error 
and crime of Philip — ^namely, his hostility to freedom, and his 
cruelty in religious matters. On these points his convictions 
were too strong to be shaken. He, perhapd, considered those 
errors the most criminal, which he always strove so anxiously 
to conceal, and for which posterity would have soonest for- 
given him, had he otherwise corresponded to the wishes of 
mankind. Or was it some of those secret acts he committed, 
or allowed in his own i^unily, in his immediate household ? 
Was it the spirits of the unhappy Carlos, of Don Juan^ 

perhaps also of Sebastian, that now appeared to him ? 

« « * * * . * 

In the period immediately succeeding the death of Charles 
the Fifth, it seemed as though not only the states and na- 
tions, which had composed the hitherto united power of 
Austria, had been partitioned between the two lines of his 
house, but as though his sentiments and qualities had been 
likewise divided and portioned out between them. Each of 
them, Spanish as well as German Austria, understood but 
One side of bis comprehensive policy, and made it the 
standard of their acts. Charles had evinced alike inex- 
haustible patience and pliancy, while any hope of peace was 
left, and imshaken heroism when struggle and war were 
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tinayoidable. The princes of SpanisH Austria retained ex- 
clusively that firm devotion towards the ancient faith and the 
ancient constitution, which filled the soul of Charles, and 
which he could only satisfy in Spain ; but they carried their 
severity far beyond the bounds which the temperate spirit 
of Charles could sanction. 

, Those of German Austria, on the other hand, followed the 
precedent of Charles's tolerant policy in Germany. They 
pushed toleration and concession towards the new doctrines 
even further, until they brought matters to such a pass, that 
to avert the downfal of their house, as well as of their 
hereditary states, and to set at least one firm barrier agcdnst 
the headlong torrent of a fierce revolutionary opinion, there was 
needed the almost marvellous heroism of an emperor, swayed 
by principles totally different, and of unwavering resolve. 

This excessive spirit of conciliation on the part of the first 
Austro-German emperors, who immediately succeeded Charles^ 
was one, but not the exclusive, cause of the thirty years' 
war. Germany drew all Europe more or less into this war; 
and after a brief period of delusive internal tranquillity, and 
evident impotence in external relations, vindicated its ancient 
rank of being the country, on whose state and destiny, more 
or less, depend, and ever will depend, the state and destiny 
of all the other countries and nations of Europe. 

But ere I enter into any reflections on this great conflict, 
wherewith a new epoch in the world's history begins, it is 
necessary to cast a glance at the earlier civil and religious wars 
pf other countries, and on the state of Europe at the period 
when Spanish power, separated from Austria, exerted con-* 
siderable influence over all western countries, although it soon 
betrayed unequivocal symptoms of its approaching downfal. 

As it was in England and France that, from the very out- 
set, the new religious party mostly acquired a political ten- 
dency ; so likewise did it preserve that character the longest 
in those countries, and even down to the struggles of our 
own times. These struggles must be traced to the wars and 
parties of the Reformation, as to their first source, whenever 
we wish to explain the course of events by the light of the 
past. I have characterized the persecution of the Protestants • 
under Lewis the Fourteenth as the last great event in the 
series of religious troubles, civil wars, popular insurrections^ 



ALLIANOB BBTWEEK ENGLAND AND AUSTRIA. 225 

and acts of oppression, that sprang out of the Reformation* 
I do so, because, since that period, and especially since the 
alliance between England and Ausixia in the time of Queen 
Anne, Prince Eugene, and the emperor Joseph the First, 
and through that yery alliance, to which, indeed, more than 
to any other cause, Europe is indebted for the benefit of 
general religious toleration, more tolerant principles haye, on 
the whole at least, predominated in Europe, . and public 
opinion has eyer more and more recognised them to be .the 
best. It is only, howeyer, in respect to the gradual diffusion 
and to the preyalence of these better principles, only in 
respect to the predominant public opinion, that this epoch 
can be considered as the termination of religions wars ; for 
if we look to indiyidual eyents, to the exceptions which haye 
subsequently .occurred, it would be superfluous to call to mind 
how graye haye been the commotions and troubles excited, 
eyen in yery. recent times, in Great Britain, and especially 
in Ireland, by the suffering condition of the Catholics. f^The 
Beformation, and the peculiar form it assumed in each coun- 
try, has been the ruling element of power in modem history, 
exceeding that of the commerce with India and America, so 
that eyen the peculiar relations between England and her 
American colonies haye been chiefly formed by this eyent, 
and the independence of the latter been prepared by it* 
The most Violent Protestant sects, or those at least which dis- 
sented from the church established in the mother country, 
always furnished the majority of those emigrants from home,' 
where the state was often glad enough to be disburthened in 
so quiet a way of such perilous and inflammable matter. 
Hence these sects acquired a decided preponderance in the 
population and in the national spirit of the colonies. In the 
lapse of time, it is true, circumstances became so yery com* 
plicated, so infinitely yaried, that it were too broad a pro- 
position to lay down, — ^that Great Britain was a Protestant 
kingdom, based on the principles of the moderate Protestants, 
who had retained the episcopal hierarchy and the ancient 
parliamentary constitution, while British America was a 
Puritan republic. We shall, howeyer, be neyer able satis- 
factorily to explain the fundamental principles of the British 
and the North American constitutions, the great difference 
lii the national spirit of the British and the American people^* 
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-without going back to their primal sources— the Reforma-' 
tion, and the wars and parties which issued from it. As in 
the period of these first troubles, the strife and hatred be- 
tween the two parties into which the new religionists were 
divided-— between the moderate and the rigid Protestants— 
between the sects which supported episcopal and royal 
authoritj, and those which were more farourable to freedom 
and equality, were well-nigh more fierce and more embittered 
than between the adherents of the ancient and the new 
&ith; so likewise in France was the contest between the 
rigid and the moderate Catholics, the Guises and their 
opponents^ not less ardent. 

In England, as we easily perceive, those two ancient 
parties — the Republican Protestants and those favourable to 
episcopal and royal authority— the Puritans and the Episco- 
palians, prevail even to our own days, only under the altered, 
names of Whigs and Tories. In France, however, in the room 
of the moderate and zealous Catholics, who contended and 
waged war so vehemently against each other, a contest was 
ioubstituted^ with some modification of the object of dispute^ 
between, two parties,^ which also were both Catholics ; the. 
contest, namely, between the Jansenists and the Jesuits. This 
disput^ which exerted so decisive an influence on the desti- 
nies of France, was prolonged till about the period when 
the. harbingers of the last revolution in all things were 
already visible. Thus, although under altered names, have 
the civil wars which arose in France and England out of the 
religious schism been protracted, even down to the most recent 
times, with vehement animosity, and with the most important 
consequences as regards the state and the nation itself. Nay, 
the elements of discord have not been, even in our own day, 
really composed. Very different, however, was the influence 
which the Reformation exercised in Spain, and the course 
which it took in Germany. In England and in France, the 
weaker party in the former country, namely the Catholics 
on the one hand and the Puritans on the others in the latter 
the Protestants, was indeed weak enough to be subdued 
and persecuted, but, nevertheless, powerful enough to re- 
sist by dangerous reaction any attempt at extirpation. In 
Spain and Geimany, on the contrary, peace was established, 
although by different means* ^ In Spain it was brought about 
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by wholly crashing and destroying the influence of the Be- 
formation, the only province in which this was not aocom* 
plished being severed from the monarchy. The excessive 
severity to which the government had recourse, in consequence 
of repeated popular insnrrections, and which again tended only 
to confirm its policy, sowed the germ of that apathy, that 
moral death, that bereated the religious peace and unity ob- 
tained and preserved in that country of all internal vital 
strength, although concealed at first by an illusive show of 
external glory. In Germany peace was established, not as in 
Spain, by the victory of the one party over the other, but 
merely by the equality in power of both parties — by the 
impossibility of the one entirely conquering the other. 
This equality of strength in the Catholio and the Protestant 
parties in Germany tended to postpone the contest, which, 
however, for that reason, when at last it did break out, was 
only the more fearful and protracted. Hence, the peace that 
ensued, resulted only from the exhaustion of the belligerent » 
powers, and settled no dififerences except by the mutual oon- 
viction that it was impossible for the one party to subdue the 
other, by the consequent recognition of a mutual statu quo^ . 
and by a fixed, precise, and permanent demarcation between 
the two parties. Spain had purchased her peace and unity 
by the sacrifice of her freedom. The peace that Germany, 
obtained at the end of her religious wars was, with regard 
to external relations, but a state of permanent disunion. The 
sentiments 'and passions — ^the ofispring of religious discord—* 
which in France and England were still so fiercely displayed, 
were here extinguished, from the sense of the impossibility of 
success felt by both parties. The ferment which continued 
in those countries ceased in Germany, peace was restored to 
the public mind. So it appeared to be at least, and it might 
perhaps have really become so. What actually ensued, 
however, was not a true unity, but an indiflerence, which,, 
with a constitution that did not bind the conflicting members 
and powers together, but merely kept them asunder by means 
of an exact balance of power, necessarily led sooner or later 
to a total disorganization of the body politic. Luther's ap- 
pearance at the Diet of Worms was the primary cause that was* 
necessarily to bring about in the course of time the dissolntioa 
of the German empire, and the division of the German nation* ■. 

q2 
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' I named the parties engaged in the sanguinary contests in 
England and France, moderate and rigid Protestants, mode- 
rate and zealous Catholics. This, however, requires an 
explanation ; for the epithet moderate has been selected 
merely for the sake of distinguishing one party from the other, 
and is not to be understood in a strict sense. ' The adherents 
of the Anglican church on many points undoubtedly approxi- 
mated more than the Puritans to Catholic doctrines; they 
were even often reproached and were hated by the latter for 
this very approximation, and so far they may be called mode- 
rate. < The mode, however, in which they often carried into 
practice their theories on the absolute power of kings dis- 
played as little moderation as their proceedings against weaker 
parties. Still less does that Catholic party in France, which 
was opposed to the strict Catholics, merit the praise of true 
moderation. It was the court party, and under the last 
kings of the house of Yalois, this party, it is true, was strongly 
disposed to enter into an alliance with the Protestants, a pro- 
ceeding utterly condemned by the zealous party of the 
Guises. But such an alliance sprang not out of a genuine love 
of peace, nor from any principle of religious toleration, but 
was solely the fruit of that immoral policy, which considers 
religion as a mere tool, and the most fearful and universal 
agitation only as a field for playing o£f a game of selfish 
politics. The blind zeal of those who, in behalf of one or the 
other creed, acted with passion or systematic harshness and 
severity, was far less the occasion of general bloodshed or 
individual crime, than that frightful levity and spirit of in- 
trigue, which trifled with the faith and the passions of the 
people. Our moral judgment can scarcely avoid giving the 
preference to the Guises, when we compare their conduct 
with the unbounded degeneracy of the court in the reigns of 
the last Yalois. 'In despite of their great qualities and 
settled principles, the Guiseq were yet dangerous to France, 
because, strict Catholics as they were, they likewise in their 
struggles for the crown constitiited a Spanish party. Thus 
had the mighty kingdom of France, which under Francis the 
First was able to cope with the power of Charles the Fifth, ^ 
been reduced by internal discord to such a pitch of degrada- 
tion, that a foreign party, a Spanish party,' existed within its 
bosom; and more than once the moment appeared at hand, 
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Vhen France waa to fall utterly nnpLer Spanish influence, and 
to become a Spanish dependency. - 

In England as well as in France, religious dirisions and 
partisanship had reached the throne, and the reigning dynasty 
as well as the people. , In contemplating the history of the 
Tudors and the Stuarts, we would almost think tbat certain 
qualities, that a definite character, could be ' hereditary in 
i^milies, and remain unchanged in them for several gene- 
rations together. We see all these Tudors, who reigned for 
a period sufficiently long to enable them to unfold and display 
their principles, aim unceasingly at one and the same object,— 
unlimited despotism. This was even the case with Henry 
the Seventh, as observant historians have not failed to remark. 
In Henry the Eighth this disposition was manifested with 
the most undisguised cruelty. His daughter Elizabeth had 
in reality inherited the sentiments of her father, though her 
external deportment was niore composed. ^ Cold and impene- 
trably reserved, as skilled in dissimulation aa William of 
Orange, she resembled him also in unwearied pertinacity, 
directed to the attainment of one object. By this one quality 
she accomplished much not only for the Protestant cause, buti 
for England itself; and on this account so much praise has 
been lavished upon her. If, however, we direct our chief 
attention to her personal character, such as history really 
reveals it, her heart will scarcely appear in a more favourable 
light than that of her powerful antagonist, Philip the Second. 
To the wars which the latter carried on against her, not only 
religious differences, but also personal animosity, may have 
somewhat contributed. When Philip the Second was in 
England with his consort Queen Mary, Elizabeth, in conse- 
quence of the troubles which preceded the accession of Mary 
to the English throne, was in confinement, and was indebted 
to Philip's Intercession alone for her liberty and the preserva- 
tion of her life. This circumstance Philip could scarcely have 
forgotten, when Elizabeth, by supporting the insurgent if ether- 
landers, inflicted subsequently so much disgrace and injury 
upon him. That he aimed at the conquest of England by his 
celebrated armada, which was scattered by the tempest, is 
hardly credible; the right of the Stuarts to the throne was 
too apparent, and it was precisely the idea of rescuing the 
unhappy Mary, who was suffering for the sake of her reli-- 
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gioiiy that exdied the enthusiasm of the Spaniards, and 
rendered the war popular with the nation. Had the result 
been successful, a general rising of the Catholics may hare 
undoubtedly been posable. Such an event might have cost 
Elisbbeth tne erown ; and in that case, if the Stuarts had 
succeeded her, Spanish influence would have been great, and 
strongly felt in England* From the unfortunate Mary down 
to Queen Anne, the last of this dynasty who reigned in 
England, we find almost all the Stuarts endowed with intel-^ 
lect, knowledge, imagination, refinement, and amiable qualities 
in abundant measure. The coldness, the measured reserve, 
the perseverance, and sagacitjr of the Tudors, however, were, 
•often to the detriment of their fortunes, wanting to the Stuarts. 
With these qualities and manners, even had several members 
of the Stuart family had less leaning towards the Catholio 
creed, the sentiments of the rigid Protestant party in England 
would have been little congenial. Influenced oy such pre- 
dilections, and by earlier family ties, they formed foreign 
connections ; at nrst allied themselves with Spain, and sub- 
sequently fell under the influence of France; and these 
foreign connections it was that, as in the case of the French 
Guises, led to their downfal. In France, as well as in 
England, the feeling of national unity was ever so strong, that 
any, often perhaps only apparent, violation of it was severely 
punished. It was only in Germany that, from the time of 
Maurice of Saxony, parties and party leaders could with 
impunity be under foreign influence. 

in France, after the termination of the civil wars, Henry 
the Fourth appeared to promise a new golden age. Besides 
all his military qualities, his genius, and his personal amiabi- 
lity, he had learned, in the long strife of parties, and reared 
as he had been far from the* throne, and without any hopes of 
succeeding to it, to accommodate himself to circumstances, and 
to bind the minds of others precisely as his own views 
required. With all his natural openness he had much worldly 
wisdom, and won hearts as much by what he seemed to be, 
as what he really was. Before him the times had been 
fearful, and after his death the nation found cause enough to 
wish him once more among them ; this must have heightened 
the lustre of his qualities, loved and admired as he was by 
his people. All, moreover, that was accomplished, desired. 
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or planned bj Sully was attributed by posterity (and in part 
wiUi reason) to Henry, and made bis brief bistory still more 
glorious and important. 

His political sentiments and principles in respect to Europe 
in general were only distinguisbable by a better outward 
seeming, and not in tbeir essence, from those of the other 
kings of France. What chiefly claims our attention in this 
respect is his idea of a universal Christian republic, in which 
Europe was to hare been divided into seyeral hereditary and 
elective kingdoms and free states, and the contests between 
the respective powers were to have been decided by a general 
European parliament, pretty much as all internal disputes in 
the Germanic empire were composed by the imperial diet and 
Imperial tribunals of Germany. 

We may easily suppose that France waa not forgotten in 
this scheme, and, if the whole of it had been realized, was to 
have presided, and to have enjoyed the supreme influence. 
This famous plan of a Christian European republic is in the 
first place oidy a striking and melanonolv proof, how much 
all the purer ideas and principles of -earlier times had been 
forgotten in the religious wars; how deeply Europe had 
sunk in political morality, in consequence of tiiese revolu- 
tions ! The idea of a mond bond of union and an alliance 
between all Christian states and nations, which had for cen- 
turies been the basis of all public relations and proceedings in 
Germany and Italy, and whose fuller realization had been 
chiefly prevented by the selfish policy of the kings of France 
alone, was now presented to the world as nothing less than a 
French invention, which was only too admirable to be prao^ 
tically enforced, and in lieu .whereof other maxims were in 
the meantime adopted in practice. The plan may, it is true, 
have been impracticable as to the details, which had already 
been conceived in idea, because no power as yet existed to 
dispose of Europe at pleasure. In the features of this picture 
we discern notlurig more than the old schemes of aggrandize- 
ment so characteristic of the older French history, as well as 
a hatred to the house of Austria. A war of France against 
Spain might perhaps be considered just. Spain had exer- 
cised considerable influence over the aflairs of France, and 
possessed numerous adherents in that country. Spain had 
intermeddled in the internal troubles of France^ and hencd 
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the right of retaliation might heref at least be alleged. What 
danger, however, . for France was at that time to be appre- 
hended from Germany or Austria ? In this quarter not the 
remotest provocation was given to a just war. Henry could 
not even use the pretext of seeking to protect religious free- 
dom f ropi oppression in Germany, except perhaps after the 
fashion of his predecessor Henry the Second, who called him- 
self the protector of German liberty, while Ifbr his own profit 
he was dismembering German cities from the empire. Iteli- 
^ous freedom was so far from being oppressed, the power of 
the two religious parties was so great in Germany, that if 
there were any preponderance of r^ power on either side, it 
lay on that of. the Protestants. In Germany, moreover, 
peace had been already long established between the two 
parties, and their mutual relations had been developed and 
defined in a more legal and equitable manner, than had been 
hitherto the case in France or m any other country of Europe. 
That Henry did all in his power to destroy this peace, and 
to introduce a fearful civil war into Germany, can scarcely 
be justified except upon the principles of that immoral policy, 
which the 1 kings of .France had followed at a still earlier 
period, when at Paris they caused the Protestants to be exe- 
cuted, while in Germany they stimulated them to wage war 
against the emperor, and in general used religion and religious 
wars as a mere game of ambition and an instrument for the 
furtherance of conquest. More than any other was Henry 
the secret originator of the thirty years' war ; he it was who 
kindled its fearful flames, and in this respect he acted upon 
.the very principles whereby Richelieu became subsequently 
the cause of;: so much suffering in Germany; and had 
Henry's life been prolonged, he would, moreover, from his 
l>rilliant qualities as a general and a monarch, have inflicted 
infinitely more injury upon Germany than lay in the power 
of Richelieu. 

Holland, a state that was only now beginning to rise, 
exercised a far . more effective influence than Henry the 
^Fourth and his favourite scheme in reviving once more the 
idea of a Christian European commonwealth, of a system of 
equitable and moral relations between all the different states 
and nations of Europe. Holland, although a state of small 
.extent, occupied in the seventeenth and the earlier half of the 
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eigbteenth century a most important position in general 
history. This republic subsequently originated a totally n^w 
European political system, and formed a new epoch m his- 
tory. In the struggle which the Netherlanders sustained, 
first for the maintenance of their ancient rights, and then for 
the achievement of their full independence, Catholics and 
Protestants were originally united. These religious differ- 
ences, it is true, led to the rupture of the revolted provinces, 
and occasioned the reunion of Brabant with Spain, while 
Holland remained permanently severed. < The influence, how- 
ever, of this alliance of different religious parties for the sake 
of their common defence and from' motives of common 
patriotism remained very great. It was in' Holland that 
principles of genuine toleration were first developed, and a 
religious peace established, which was not, as in France and 
.England, accompanied by the oppression of one party, and 
intended merely to subserve a political object ; nor, as in 
Germany, a peace consisting in the recognition of mutual 
rights, though attended with permanent hostility, and hence^ 
in reality, a mere truce, a suspension of arms, but a real 
peace, l^d upon inward convictions and knit by moral ties. 
The advantageous results of this reli^ous pacification were 
more immediately evinced in the intellectual and scientific cul* 
ture, wherein Holland speedily outstripped all the countries 
which had taken part in the general convulsions of the time^ 
When Europe became divided by the religious schism, the 
literature and scientific cultivation of each country and 
nation likewise became more confined within the natural 
limits ; the literary intercourse and union, which had till then 
existed, either altogether ceased, ' or was much relaxed. In 
Hugo Grotius, Holland was the first since the Reformation 
to possess once more a European scholar, like those who were 
formed prior to that event, or at still earlier periods, and of 
whom, even in the first years of the Reformation, some still 
existed. He was a scholar who exerted the greatest 
influence upon his age, upon all Europe, and, we may even 
say, upon the history of the world. The large share he took 
in the formation of modem international law is alOne sufficient 
to establish the truth of this assertion ; while, by his compre- 
hensive learning and largeness of mind, he rose so superior to 
his age of angry controversy, that though, beyond comparison^ 
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the first of Protestant scholars, he was witW so honoured by 
the ancient church, that she almost accounted him one of her 
sons. Even in Holland, Grotius did not altogether escape 
persecution on the part of more narrow-minded thinkers ; and, 
at that time, in any other country, a spirit like his could 
scarcely have sprung up, could hstrdly have attained such 
moderation, such loftiness of views. If Holland did not 
remain wholly free horn all agitation, yet never did that 
agitation come to such frightful outbreaks as in France and 
England ; a result to whidi the ceaseless vigilance necessary 
for self-defence in a state of such limited extent and in so 
dangerous a position greatly contributed. 

.After the Beformation, the several countries and nations of 
Europe became much isolated; the general intercourse of 
Europe was almost suspended. 

The western nations alone, under the still prepon- 
derating influence of Spain, retained any close union. Since 
the age of Charles the Fifth, the thirty years' war, in which 
almost every power took part, and which gave birth to a new 
system of political relations^ and to a new configuration of 
Europe, was the first great European event. To obtain a 
dear msight into this great event, we must first cast a glance 
at the different countries of Europe, and consider the peculiar 
form which the Reformation assumed among them. And 
first of all, let us look to the kingdoms of the north, especially 
Sweden, which was soon to take so important a position in 
the theatre of history. Even the manner in which the new 
doctrines were introduced into these countries is peculiar and 
remarkable. In the neighbouring country of Denmark, in- 
deed, they were at once diffused with the first torrent of 
innovation from Germany, but in the extreme north they 
found but few partisans. In Norway and in Iceland the 
introduction of the new opinions was almost the work of 
violence. In Sweden the popular sentiment was utterly un- 
favourable to Protestantism, and so strong was the attachment 
to the ancient fiiith in that country, that Gustavus Yasa, de- 
spite the glory he had gained and the love he had inspired as 
a youth by the liberation of his country, yet needed all the arts 
of a plian^ steady, unweariedly perseverant policy (wherein he 
matched William of Orange and Elizabeth of England), before 
he oould accomplish what he had made the almost exclusive 
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object of his long reign, and make Sweden Lutheran. Like 
the pastoral tribes in the mountainons cantons in Switzerland, 
these sons of the north, who in so manj respects resemble 
the inhabitants of the Alps, would be little attracted by the 
new doctrines, not only on account of the attachment to ancient 
things, which is always characteristic of such races, but be- 
cause those opinions appeal chiefly to the understanding. This 
would be still more the case, since many corruptions, imputod 
to the old church, many immoralities charged upon her 
members, were prolraibly alien to the simple manners of these 
northern inhabitants, and remained unknown to them. To 
this very circumstance, that these northern countries became 
Lutheran, that the' principles of Zwingli and of Calyin 
found no admission there, are we to ascribe the great influence 
which Sweden in after-times exercised oyer Germany, where 
the Lutheran party was decidedly predominant. Another 
happy peculiarity, also, distinguishing these lands from other 
countries, which took part in the new moyement, is attri- 
butable to the same cause ; namely, that they enjoyed internal 
peace, that no ciyil wars broke out there. Sught as the 
difference between Luther's and Galyin's doctrines has often 
appeared, it has neyertheless produced such great results in 
the history of the world, that in eyery country where the 
principles of Calyin gained ground beside those of Luther, 
we see many new political ideas unfolded, and great political 
tumults ensue. How fayourable, after the suppression of the 
first popular commotions, haye boBU Luther's doctrines to the 
power of princes in Germany has been already stated. This 
result must have occurred to a still greater extent in the 
north, where the new opinions were not brought in by the 
irresistible torrent of a popular moyement, but (especially in 
Sweden) were wholly introduced by the arbitrary will of the 
soyereign. It is yery conceiyable that the doctrines esta- 
blished by Calyin and Zwingli in Sweden, dereloped in 
Holland, and thence, as from a secure hayen, diffused through 
Prance and other countries, would haye a &r more republicaA 
tendency. This republican spirit attained its culminant point 
in the Protestant opposition party of the Puritans in Eng- 
land. This total difference of poutical principles between the 
two leading parties of the Protestants has been attended with 
puch yast and wide-spread historical consequences, as fiur as 
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North America and down to the most recent times, that we 
must not rest contented with pointing out the mere external 
causes. We think it necessary, therefore, to refer in a few 
words to the internal causes of a difference so remarkahle. 
Of the Protestant doctrines it has heen said that they consti- 
tute a pure religion of the understanding. By some they have 
heen extolled for hringing the imagination and the action of 
the senses, under the strictest control of the understanding 
and of morality. By others again, those doctrines have heen 
considered as injurious, .for cramping too much the £ree scope 
of the imagination, and thus proving especially unfavourahla 
to the progress of the fine arts. Now in this respect the two 
leading Protestant parties in the first period of the reforma- 
tions during the sixteenth and seVenteenth centuries differed 
from each other, and this, very difference explains likewise 
their antagonistic political tendencies, as the one was favourahle 
to monarchy, the other more inclined to repuhlicanism. The 
cause of this difference lay precisely in the distinctive character 
of their doctrines, little as, at the first glance, this diversity may 
appear essential to the superficial views of our time. Christianity 
is distinguished from every other religion, hased like itself upon 
the doctrines of one almighty God, and of an immortal stato 
of rewards and punishments, hy this principle. The Christian 
doctrine of the Godhead does not propose a mere simplo con- 
ception of the understanding, as is the case in the natural 
religion of philosophers, or even in the creed of Mahomet. Far 
from assuming that the fulness of the divinity can be embraced 
by the reason, the Christian religion rather represents the 
divine essence as a mystery impenetrable to the reason ; and 
this is the first difference between Mahometans and Christians 
in their views of the Godhead. In Christianity not only the 
essence of the Godhead, but also the mode in which the deity 
reveals himself to, and enters into communion with, man, and 
the mode in which maii reunites himself and approximates to 
God, is conceived and represented as a mystery, which the 
understanding cannot altogether compass and conceive, but 
which must act chiefly on the heart and the imagination. 
Now the earlier Lutherans agreed altogether with the Catho- 
lics in this recognition of the mysterious, and the fact ex- 
plains why so many unprejudiced men on both sides at the 
commencement considered a reunion of the churches possible. 
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In this oommon recognition of the mjsterious^ the two parties 
were really agreed upon the first and most essential princi- 
ples, the Tory principles which it would be most difficult for 
a mind trained in the school of the philosophers to admit and 
to appropriate. The doctrines of Calrin and Zwingli, on the 
contrary, by their denial of mystery in the most essential of all 
external rites, reached and shook the deepest foundations of 
the ancient faith. The great diversity was speedily and 
strikingly displayed eren in externals. As belief in the in- 
comprehensible, precisely because the object of fsAih is not to 
be comprehended by the understanding alone, naturally leads 
to symbolical representations and allusions, so the ancient 
church had not only regarded as Essential yiirious outward 
media, signs, and rites, but tolerated, nay encouraged, all 
kinds of emblematic representations, employing the fine arts 
to the glorification of faith. 

All these external symbols were rejected by the Calvinistio 
sect, without mercy, nay even with hatred,, as utterly perni- 
cious, and they thereby showed their doctrine to be a pure belief 
of the understanding. But this remark is by no means appli- 
cable to the older Lutherans, because they still recognised the 
essential mystery itself, the principle of all that external sym- 
bolism. Hence, also, they retained far more external rites 
than the Calvinists ; and as, moreover, the ancient church 
itself did not esteem all these rites to be equally old, essen- 
tial, or important, they would easily have adopted still more, 
and even most of them, provided only peace and reconciliation 
had otherwise been possible. Anothet remarkable difi*erence 
between the two leading I^rotestant parties consisted in this, 
that all further and later sects, whereof many even in recent 
times, in England and America at least, have possessed no in- 
considerable political influence, sprang out of Calvinism. In 
this party there was originally implanted a principle of pro- 
gressive change and continuous innovation, as whatever is 
governed by the understanding necessarily alternates from one 
extreme to the other.* Hence, also, in the earlier period, the 
Calvinist creed rapidly surpassed the Lutheran in intellectual 
•development ; the principle of this progressive ^nd perpetual 
change contained the germ of endless agitation. At a much 

* This is evidently an allnsion to the contradictions of modem German 
philosophy, as predicted by Kant. ' 
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later period the Lutheran party, it is true, fell here and there 
into a kind of internal dissolution, which likewise occurred in 
a considerable part of the Catholic church ; but of new sects^ 
of which the Calvinistio party was so fruitful, it generated 
scarcely one ; nay, the Lutherans were agreed originally with 
the ancient church in teaching that the £»ith in the true God, 
such as it had been once revealed, could su£fer no essential 
alteration. Of most importance, however, is the infiuenoe 
which this one fundamental dijQference must have exercised 
over political opinion. In the same relation as in the domain 
of fiuth, the incomprehensible idea of the deity, acting on the 
heart and the imagination, stands to the pure rationalistio 
conception of Qod ; so in the domain of politics, the Hug — ^the 
living, the visible representative of justice, who not only pre- 
scribes to the understanding and the will what is law and duty, 
but also claims the heart and affections of his people, and even 
appeals to the imagination by the splendour of external pomp— - 
in that veiy same relation, we say, stands the king to the dead 
letter of the law which reason requires in the state. Where 
mere reason, where the views and doctrines of rationalism 
predominate, there will the exclusive sovereignty of law be re- 
garded as the essence of the state, which any foreign admix- 
ture can only render impure, and where the Uving representa- 
tive of the law will be at most regarded and tolerated as a mere 
unessential appendage, a temporary expedient necessary for the 
unenlightened multitude. There are other faculties in man, 
however, besides the understanding, which assign far higher im- 
portance and dignity te royalty, and teach us to regard it, not 
as an imperfection in the state, which will pass away with the 
advance of civilization, but as the real essence thereof. Hence 
it is not from an accidental, but from an essential difference ot 
principle, that the ancient church (and on this point the 
Lutherans agree with it) is more monarchical ; while the 
Zwinglian and Calvinistic communities in Switzerland, Hol- 
land^ England, and North America, are more disposed to 
republicanism. This is not said in censure, but simply to show 
the internal causes of what has actually occurred. Who indeed 
can deny that in the abovenamed countries this republican 
spirit ha!s produced, together with some passing confusion, great, 
and glorious results beneficial to mankind ? 
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LECTURES XVIL & XVIIL 

FROM THE THIRTY YEARS* "WAR TO LEWIS T&E FOURTEENTH.; 

As Switzerland, after its first successful war of inde- 
pendence, became a considerable, even a great, militarjr 
power, SO did Sweden also, when it was emancipated from 
Denmark. In Europe, powers of apparently inconsiderable 
greatness bare usually brought about the most decided 
changes, or at least have the most influenced its historical 
course. Thus did Venice in the times of the Crusades, Swit- 
zerland during the Burgundian and Italian wars; and t» 
Holland at the commencement of the eighteenth century gaye 
a new form to Europe^ so did Sweden predominate in the* 
seyenteenth century, and in the earlier half of that age 
surpass France herself in splendour. In martial courage,, 
simplicity of manners, and in qualities of race^ Switzerland and 
Sweden were similar. Yet there were also great diflferencea 
between them. In Switzerland there were from early times 
two main elements totally different from each, other ; Beme^ 
martial, as was all Switzerland, and moreoyer thirsting for 
conquest on the most comprehensiye scale; and then the 
Alpine tribes, who simply desired freedom on their mountains^ 
were only now and then induced to join in those compre- 
hensiye schemes, but. neyer prosecuted them heartily, and 
often not at all. Between these lay Zurich,, with different^ 
principles from the others, and inyolyed in a closer connection' 
with Germany ; we pass oyer many other differences and 
heterogeneous elements. Had those daring schemes succeeded^ 
as more than once seemed possible, a part of Suabia, Alsace, the 
Tyrol, Sayoy, and Milan would perhaps haye been incorporated; 
a frontier on the shores of the Mediterranean, fayourably 
situated for the commerce of a free state^ would haye been 
acquired, and warlike Berne might haye become as powerful 
as Rome before the second Punic war. The strength of the 
Swiss was great, but was neyer quite united, as was that of the- 
Swedes, equally distinguished for martial courage, under a> 
king, the beloved king of his people, sprung from the house 
of Gustayus Yasa, the liberator. Yet, under the immediato 
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descendants of Gnstayns Yasa, it appeared as if tbe Catholic 
faith were ahout to triumph again oyer the new Protestant creed, 
through th.e new dynasty itself; and this was not surprising, 
considering the manner in which the latter had heen introduc^ 
by Gustavus Yasa. The first enterprises of this liberated, mar* 
tial, and con*quest-loying people and their king were directed 
primarily for the sovereignty of the Baltic and its coasts agiunst 
the disputed maritime provinces of the Teutonic order, against 
Poland and Prussia. The Protestant ^aith triumphed, and 
the war with Poland not ouly nerved the strength of Sweden, 
but was the occasion of her interference in the German wars. 
Poland (although after her union with Lithuania, a consider- 
able power) had been wholly absorbed by her own afiairs, or 
those of her immediate neighbours, Prussia, Russia, and 
Turkey, and had taken no part in the great European strug- 
gles under Charles the Fifth. The extinction of the ancient 
race of Jagellon now for the first time involved her in the 
aflairs and disputes of Europe in general. For the election of 
a foreign prince appeared advisable, probably in order to avoid 
rivalries among native grandees of equal power ; under such a 
sovereign, likewise, all who were powerful enough to desire it, 
and to enforce what they desired, might expect fuller freedom 
than under a native ruler. The first trial with a French 
prince, afterwards Kiug Henry the Third of France, quickly 
terminated in mutual disgust, and in the secret flight of the 
stranger. That a prince of Transylvania should be at the 
43ame time king of Poland was an arrangement that might 
appear advantageous, from their common warfare against the 
Turks. Under the established constitution, if a foreign king 
were not to remain a mere shadow, without power or autho- 
rity, he must have been chosen from some neighbouring and 
not veiy remote kingdom ; if he even possessed and governed 
such a kingdom, it would not have been injurious to freedom, 
because this additional power would be a distant and foreign, 
and not a domestic one. By ideas of this kind, the leading 
men of the nation must have been guided, since in all changes 
we invariably find two parties, a Swedish and an Austrian 
one ; the latter on several occasions brought about elections 
of Austrian princes, which, however, were never finally per- 
sisted in. On the part of Austria such elections were so 
little sought for, that the first election came quite unexpected. 
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The general motiyes that determined the proceedings of these 
parties have been already allnded to. The ancient con- 
nection with Hungary, the bond of a common defence against 
the Turks, and the identity of the dominant religion, all 
spoke in &your of Austria. * The house of Sweden, notwith- 
standing, retained the upper hand ; but,- as Sigismund was a 
Catholic, he lost the Swedish crown, and he connected himself 
by the ties of relationship with the imperial house of Austria. . 
In his war with Gustayus Adolphus, howeyer, he rather 
expected than gidned assiistance from that quarter, as Austria 
was too much engaged with contests in her own neighbour* 
hood to lend him any aid. Russia,' which in the time of 
Maximilian the First, after the rayiages of the Mongols,' had 
risen under Yasilowich the Great to the rank of a first-rate 
power, now on the extinction of its andent djmasty fell into 
utter confusion. ' Sweden and Poland contended for the prize . 
of the Russian crown, and the armies of both penetrated deep 
into the heart of the country. The nation finally rallied under 
a new native dynasty, and preserved its independence, 
although with the loss of some proyinces. Russia was still 
seyered from the rest of Europe, less Igr its remoteness than 
by its adhesion to the Greek church, ifpon that-chiirch the 
doctrines of Protestantism, despite seyeral attempts, exerted 
not the slightest influence. But as far as the doniinipn of the 
Catholic church extended, so far also did the influence of the 
new doctrines spread ; and in Poland and Hungary that in- 
fluence was yery considerable. The -difierence of the efiects 
of the Reformation on these countries,' from those it produced 
in other European states, was that, together with the Protest- 
ants, recognised in Germany and all northern countries, such 
sects as were not tolerated at all, either in Germany or in the 
rest of Europe, repaired to Poland and Transylyania. ; Tole- 
ration of different sects had been long introduced there by 
necessity, as a large portion of the population belonged to the 
Greek schismatic church ; and if this was not a formal, deli- 
berate, recognised principle of state, yet a refuge for those 
sectarians not elsewhere tolerated, was more easily found in 
those countries, if only from their domestic policy and admi- . 
nistration being, after the manner of oriental kingdoms, com- , 
paratiyely lax. In Hungary and Transylyania this was the 
more the case, as the former was divided between Austrian and ' 



242 LEOTUIUBS ON MOBBRN BISTOBT. 

Turkisli nile, and tlie latter fluotoated alternate! j between tho 
two powers. In Hnngary, where the influence of the Re- 
formation was partionlarlj strong, by reason of the dose con- 
nection of that country wim Qermany, its most immediate effect 
was still further to increase those heterogeneous elements^ of 
which these kingdoms eyen in respect to race and language 
were composed; Whether this diversity of internal elements 
should one day lead to more general principles of religious 
toleration, such as were never realized even m Holland and 
Germany ; whether this very diversity were to be connected 
with a richer variety in the organization of the whole body 
politici or were to bring about only disunion and anarchy jo- 
all this was reserved for the future, to the spirit that might 
animate it^ and to the heroes it might produce. More than 
one great lawgiver and organizer of the nation had Hungaiy 
reckoned among her kings ; but what they had achieved, as 
well as all the fruits of Italian and German civilization, 
perished for the most part in the ravages of the Turks. 
Poland, though spared from this misfortune, yet, among her. 
many kings, ^stinguished for martial prowess, never possessed 
one except the great Lewis, who ruled both kingdoms ; who^ 
as a great lawgiver, founder, and organizer of the nation, was 
for Poland, what Stephen, in the middle age, and Mathias 
Corvinus, at the revival of learning, were for Hungary. 
The immediate effect of the spread of the Beformation in that 
country, from the then prevailing rancour of minds, was to 
render this portion of her dominions more ineffective for the 
house of Austria. Under Maximilian the Second, indeed, 
some provinces of Hungary were wrested from the Turks; 
and still more successfully under Rodolph the Second, noi 
only Transylvania, but all Wallachia, which, by its own 
energy under a brave prince, had thrown off the Turkish 
yoke, and were brought under the imperial sovereignty and 
protection. But from the influence of the religious schism, 
and from the discord and wars thence arising, every hope 
again vanished ; and Hungary, divided in faith, added less to 
the power than to the dangers of the imperial house, at the 
time when Ferdinand the Second saved it from utter de- 
struction. 

As early. as the reign of Ferdinand the First, that great 
inward ferment showed itself which the propagation of the 
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new doctrines had produced, and which, in the latter years 
of Rodolph the Second, attained iso fearful a height To* 
wards those who had heen disloyal to him in the Smalcald 
war in Bohemia, Ferdinand, who was undouhtedly neither 
harsh nor despotic, helieyed himself bound to act with 
severity. How tolerant he was in religious matters, both in 
his acts and in his feelings, is well known. Still more so 
was Charles's beloved Maximilian the Second ; but howsoever 
praiseworthy was this quality in itself, still he was, perhaps, 
too lenient for those times. When two parties are once 
involved in a decisive struggle, he who is called upon to be 
the head and leader of one party, may not push moderation 
towards the other so far, as to destroy the confidence of his 
partisans in their leader, or even to induce some of them to 
desert their own colours, and pass over to the principles and 
opinions of their adversaries. Not the hostility of the Roman 
court, which made so much a matter of reproach against the 
first Austrian emperors of the German line, concerning 
what unhappily it was impossible for them to avoid or to 
alter; not the expectation of the Elector Palatine, that 
Maximilian should declare himself for the Protestants, nor 
his public challenge for him to do so ; but the uncertainty in 
the public mind, among Catholics, no less than Protestants, as 
to his real convictions, and the consequences which such un- 
certainty must necessarily have produced, lead us to assign 
as the first cause of that great commotion, which broke out 
in the Austrian states at the end of Rodolph's reign, the too 
great mildness and clemency of Maximilian. That he was 
wholly unselfish withal, that he was in himself anything 
rather than a waverer, that it was the love of toleration 
alone that was at the bottom of his actions, all this may 
sufficiently palliate the noble fault, that his sentiments were 
too elevated above those of his own age for him to follow 
them without danger for the future. Hence, though it may 
even be true, that by his too great leniency he only helped 
to prepare those violent outbreaks which he sought to avert, 
yet his intentions must not therefore be mistaken. Had he 
lived and reigned longer, he would probably have seen the 
necessity of uniting firmness with mildness ; and then the 
great expectations which had been formed of him as em- 
peror would have been fully realized. Distinguished quali- 

R 2 
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ties of mind and heart lie possessed in abundant measure, 
and be liad also given undoubted proofs of courage and mili- 
tary capacity. To allay the ferment that bad risen up under 
ibe sbade of tbis clemency, Rodolpb tbe Second was iU 
suited, altbougb in intellect and learning be far surpassed 
most of bis contemporaries. His thoughts were rarely at 
bonie upon the earth ; how then must that age, with its em- 
bittered passionis and often petty and selfish contests, have 
appeared in bis eyes, who was wont, and loved nothing 
better than to be alone with Tyoho Brahe and Kepler, to 
contemplate, in the starry heavens, the laws of eternal order 
and harmony. This taste was not with him an idle pastime ; 
be not only followed the ideas and observations of those great 
men, but was himself a learned investigator :in several 
branches of physical science, He was the less able, it is 
true, to be, and to accomplish what, in bis position, and amid 
that pressure of menacing events and approaching danger, 
was expected and demanded of him. Yet his repugnance to 
aflairs, very conceivable in his temper of mind, was not in- 
difference to' tbe public weal. Even in his latter state, when 
be appeared wholly abstracted and sick in mind, he was 
busy with projects of a general pacification. But how could 
the peace, which contemplation and the love of nature had 
implanted in bis own heart, then find entrance into the em- 
bittered minds of that contentious age ? This unhappy turn 
of mind, and ultimate mental malady of Bodolph, together 
with the impatient vehemence of the ambitious Mathias, 
who, by the consent of the princes of the house, and then by 
the voice of Germany, was called upon to grasp the unsteady 
helm of the state in Bodolph's place, now produced in the 
reigning house itself a discord and excitement, which ren- 
dered that existing among the people and in the state ex- 
tremely dangerous. In bis youth, when summoned to tho 
Netherlands during the first commotions in that country, 
Mathias had already shown that he was wanting in prudence 
and moderation. He ought, at least, not to have united with 
the prince of Orange, and forcibly expelled Don John from 
the country. By such a policy be utterly failed in accom- 
plishing the great and noble object in which his mission 
lay ; namely, to be a protector of the Netherlands, the me- 
diator and peacemaker between that land and Spain ; and 
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he only increased the tnistrnst and alienation, which already 
prevailed hetween Spanish and German Austria. On taking 
the place of his deposed brother, Mathias displayed none of 
those brilliant, great, and benevolent qaalities, which alone 
conld have caused his ambitious intrigues to be forgot- 
ten. When the unavoidable pressure of events seemed to 
menace him with a fate similar to that which he had pre- 
pared for his brother, how differently, and with what dignity 
and moderation did Ferdinand act on assuming the dangerous 
position, which he alone, as all men felt, possessed the courage 
and strength to maintain with honour. As once all ejea 
were bent upon Charles the Fifth, when by a decisive elec-* 
tion he was called upon the great stage of the world's his* 
tory, so were they now upon Ferdinand; who, too, was 
summoned to a not less great and important, but most 
arduous and perilous contest On all sides that wild storm 
of war was now gathering, which had so long hung menacing 
over Germany like a heavy thunder-cloud, which appears to 
recede only to return, and break forth with redoubled fury* 

The predisposing elements for this civil strife had long 
existed. Even the peace, which Ferdinand concluded between 
the adherents of the new and of the ancient faith, when his 
brother Charles left Germany after the defection of Maurice, 
was a mere truce, and was, moreover, no very definite one* 
It was only the love of peace of the emperors, and that of 
the principal Lutheran princes after the death of Ma.urioe, 
that upheld it When Maurice of Saxony was snatched by 
a premature death from his ambitious schemes, the first and 
greatest danger indeed passed away* With his penetrating 
sagacity and profound dissimulation, his ambition, if it could 
not have obtained the sovereignty over Germany (for to that 
effect he possessed not the faith and confidence of the people, 
which Gustavus Adolphus afterwards knew how to win)— 
his ambition, we say, would have easily "given rise to 
long wars. At this time the Margrave of Brandenburg had 
already discovered the secret, which is the key to all the 
enterprises of the heroes of the thirty years' war, the secret 
of procuring by the war itself the means of supporting tbe 
war. Like the Count of Mansfeld and Christian of Halber^ 
stadt, at the commencement of the thirty years' wai^ did the 
.Margrave Albert^ sixty years before, make the defenceless 
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eoolesiastical states the chief theatre of his devastating expe- 
ditions. The German constitution^ that mass of petty states 
too weak to carry on war, and yet sufficiently rich and pro- 
ductive to afford the means of supporting one, and which 
hung together so loosely since the imperial power had ceased 
to he effective ; this, and the general prosperity subsisting in 
so lax, and in part, at least, so defenceless a constitution, 
rendered it possible for Germany to become, for thirty years, 
the theatre of a war, that when once enkindled continued to 
bum on, feeding itself like a devastating flame. With the 
iove of peace entertained by the emperors and the principal 
Lutheran powers, especially Saxony, the special subjects of 
dispute might have been easily settled. Even the attempt of 
Gebhard, tiie Elector of Cologne, when he became a Pro- 
testant, to retain his territory as a temporal prince, and the 
quarrel it provoked, did not long disturb the public peace. 
Neither did the contest for the vacant duchy of Julich and 
Cleves lead to any general war, although it might perhaps 
have done so, i( by the internal troubles which broke out 
afresh in France, on the death of Henry the Fourth, that 
power had not been prevented from engaging in hostilities. 
The general state of relations, however, between Catholics 
and Protestants must have inclined both parties more and 
more to war. The strength on each side was apparently 
•equal, but in reality there was a great difference. The 
Catholics had authority on their side, since even Protestant 
-electors would often rally round the emperor ; they had the 
.ancient constitution, the forms, and for the most part the 
majority of the constitutional assemblies and tribunals with 
them. The Protestants, on the other hand, had the voice of 
•the people, and all the impulse of the spirit of the time, — a 
^rilous state of things, in which for the most part the advan- 
tage was only too much on the side of the Protestants. It 
lias been often asserted, that the confiscated ecclesiastical lands 
twere chiefly applied to objects of public utility ; and in regard 
to the smaller and mediate ecclesiastical estates, this may 
have been the case. But if at all times, as long as the Ger- 
manic constitution had existed, the arbitrary seizure of a free 
city of the empire, although even an inconsiderable one, had 
been unanimously regarded as a breach of that constitution, and 
aven as a just cause for war, how much more, then, was the 
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balance of power among the chief princely houses altered by 
the confiscation of entire prince-bishoprics, which were even 
important limbs and portions of the empire? It is self- 
evident that such an alteration conld not be termed legitimate, 
at least if it were one-sided, and made without the unani* 
mens decree of the whole empire, and of its head. It is 
equally so, that if a prince elected for life (as was the grand- 
master of the Teutonic order, and eyerv ecclesiastical electorji 
publicly renounces the primary conditions of his election and 
his office, he is not entitled to make any claim upon the 
dignity and soyereignty attached to those conditions. It is 
incredible that for so simple a principle of law any express 
ecclesiastical reservation should have been needed. The 
Protestants, notwithstanding, refused to acknowledge it; and 
the temptation was undoubtedly great, when so fait an oppor- 
tunity presented itself for greatiy strengthening their party 
and propagating their doctrines. Hence we must not I>e 
surprised if some on the other side began to think peace an 
evil, as, after all. it did not insure them safety, and was ever 
accompanied by fresh encroachments, and perhaps to wish in 
secret that the pressure of events had never brought it about, 
to repent that so much had oeen conceded. In a contest 
with a new-grown power, hostile to the ancient constitution, 
it is true, more is conceded^ by the first legal recognition 
than can be obtained by any military success, which, however 
brilliant, is still subject to chance. On the other hand, the 
lively sympathy, which the Protestant princes took in the fate 
of their fellow-religionists under Catholic sovereigns, appears 
natural, and even unavoidable. And yet this sympathy pro- 
duced most dangerous consequences to the mutual relations of 
princes and their people. How easily could the protection 
sought at the hands of a foreign power by its co-religionists 
be carried beyond the limits of what was lawful by the 
thoughtless multitude ; how easily could the evil designs of a 
few mislead it to a really criminid alliance. 

We must not in general transfer the circumstances of the 
present day to those times. When, on the first outbreak of 
disturbances in the Netherlands^ four hundred churches were 
destroyed in three days ; when, even before the breaking out 
of the thirty years' war, the Protestant subjects of a Catholic 
princ6» after listening to the ardent hitfangues of their 
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teacliers, loudly expressed ihd conyiction that it were better 
to live under .the Turkish than under a Catholic yoke, — ^here 
oerUdnly was no question of mere differenoe m modes of 
thinking, but the state itself was directly endangered. Now 
when these passions have been long extinguished, it is easy 
for the state to leave every citizen peaceably to follow his 
own convictions. But were the greatest preacher of tolera- 
tion in our country to have been placed on the most powerful 
throne of those d&ya^ he would have been unable at once to 
ohange the dominant spirit, the men, and the circumstances 
of the state, and to realize by his mere will what could only 
be the gradual fruit of time. 

. Premature mildness and the pacific spirit of a scientific 
mind, in the midst of the perilous circumstances in which 
the state was placed (as was the case with Maximilian and 
Bodolph)^ rather serve to precipitate an outbreak, or make it 
more dangerous, than to avert it. In modern times we too 
have seen the .workings of violent opinions (which, if they do 
not directly concern £aith, have at least some reference to it, 
and are of a kindred nature) upon the state and upon the 
destinies of nations. Opinions in that age were perhaps still 
more deeply rooted, passions more hotly inflamed, circum- 
stances much more complicated from the close connection of 
the external church with the state, the bonds of which, in 
later times, have been much weakened and relaxed. Owing 
to the Reformation, the princes have acquired great autho- 
rity in. religious matters ; although a formal supremacy, such 
as was introduced in England, was never taught in Germany. 
.As the Protestant princes recognised no superior herein to be 
their judge, they acted as they pleased, and their proceedings 
often partook of. an arbitrary . and violent character. Re- 
peatedly within a short space of time was the Palatinate 
compelled, by the will of its sovereign, to change its faith ; 
within a short time it was first Calvinistic, then Lutheran, 
then again Calvinistic, and many thousand teachers and 
functionaries, who refused to acquiesce in these changes, were 
forced to quit the CQuntry. Can Catholic princes be blamed 
for claiming the same .right over their Protestant subjects, 
that Protestant princes eii^eirted over so many Catholics, and 
which even one Protestant party thought it might exerciso 
over another? Yet in Austria this only was had recourse tGj 
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when it was' evidently the sole means of saving the state. 
If we place -ourselves in the circamstanoes of those times, we 
shall be immediately convinced that if one party were not 
exclaaiyely to triumph, but if Catholics and Protestants were 
to continue to live together in Germany, no other course 
remained possible than to adopt the principle, which was in 
general the foundation of Ferdinand's policy, namely, to 
allow the Protestants fully and freely to emigrate^ Tbis 
appears harsh to us, it is true, with our present views, but 
still it was better tlian permanent mistrust between the people 
and the prince, than constantly renewed insurrections and 
disturbances, entailing both cruel punishments and severe 
laws. The measure was less harsh at least than the expe- 
dient offered by the triumphant Protestant and royalist party 
in England to the weaker republican minority, of seeking 
new homes in another hemisphere. In Germany, on the 
other hand, from the multitude and variety of larger and 
smaller Catholic and Protestant states, the emigrants were 
almost certain of meeting with protection, a kindly reception, 
and a new home among .their fellow-religionists in somo 
neighbouring German country. 

The emigration of so many industrious members was doubts ' 
less a loss to the state; and as such, we are inclined to 
suppose, a matter so obvious was not overlooked by the states- 
men of the day ; but they had not then learned to subordinate 
the freedom of men to the revenue to be derived from their 
numbers. In a latei^, and in many respects more refined age, 
when Lewis the Fourteenth sought by compulsion to enforce 
unity of** faith in his kingdom, and yet withal to save his 
exchequer frpm any considerable loss, the measure he pre- 
ferred was to convert his Protestant subjects by military co- 
ercion, and at the same time to prohibit their emigration. As 
in all times after civil wars an amnesty must follow, so should 
the history of that age be contemplated in such a spirit of 
amnesty. If we may not deny the great qualities of Gustavus 
Adolphus, who ravaged half Germany on account of its reli- 
gious convictions, and who even adopted measures towards 
his German co-religionists, that can only be referred to tho 
right of the sword ; so also should the emperor Ferdinand the 
Second be judged, whose very enemies never questioned his 
unwavering heroic courage^ nor ever doubted that he acted 
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flinoerely and from firm conviotion. Only those, like Biohe- 
lieu, whose motiyes were yisibly ayarice and base yiews, and 
not conyiction and enthusiasm for their cause, should the 
judgment of posterity and history unsparingly condemn. 

Great as was the number of generals and statesmen who 
took part, and acquired a name in this protracted war of 
thirty years, there were yet but four men whose will and 
character determined eyents in it, and exerted a powerful and 
indiyidual influence upon their course, and upon the spirit of 
the times. Ferdinand the Second, Wallenstein, Gustayus 
Adolphus, and Bichelieu, these four men, of most different 
minds and creeds, gaye each a different object, a different 
direction to the war. All the other heroes of the thirty yeanT 
war were either the instruments and assistants of these ; or 
such who at the end of it, when eyents were in themselyes 
fully deyeloped, and now took theb own course, turned the 
results of these eyents to account. We need but remoye the 
false coyering that has been thrown around the character of 
Ferdinand the Second, and his seyere strength of soul will at 
once show itself in its true light As for Austria, he unde- 
niably sayed the state : and for his brethren in faitlu who but 
for his constancy would certainly haye been crushed, he won. 
what under sucl circumBtances'^t was stiU possible to win! 
equality of rights, — ^maintenance of a legal position. That a 
sense of duty alone, and firm conyiction animated him with 
an heroic courage, which neyer forsook him in the arduous 
struggle, to which he belieyed himself called, — ^to which he 
felt himself called, can neyer be doubted by any, who judge 
from facts. That he honoured justice, he onen proyed in the 
yenr heat of that bitter contest The gentle feelings, of 
which, with all his austerity of manners, he was susceptible, 
especially the fidelity and tender loye he bore to his first wife, 
show that, although liying in an age of hatred and discord, he 
was himself of a loying disposition. A heroism like his can 
neither be acquired from nor inspired by others. The reproach 
that he was too much under the infiuence of the Jesuits, is the 
more singular, since at a period, when ecclesiastical and reli* 
^ous matters were so closely connected with the state, eccle- 
siastical adyisers, eyen as was the case among Protestants, 
were indispensable to princes. Among the ecclesiastics so 
unsparingly condemned, who possessed great influence in 
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Austria under Ferdinand, there were, we must remember, a 
Prince Cardinal Dietricbstein, wlio, as goyemor of Moravia, 
was the acknowledged benefactor of the land, and a Cardinal 
Pazmany. who in the history of the civilization of Hungary, 
will never be forgotten. 

WaUenstein's singular character is perhaps best explained 
by his astrological phrensy. Hence his boundless, pride, 
his contempt for other men, as beings of an inferior stamp. 
His guilt lay hot so much in the suspicious schemes of his 
latter days, which occasioned his down&U as in his ambition, 
which brought so much misfortune on Germany, and greatly 
contributed to extend the theatre of hostilities. Sy the 
design he betrayed of acquiring a principality for himself on 
the Baltic, he drew the king of Sweden into Germany, who 
was already irritated against the emperor for haying ren- 
dered assistance to his brother-in-law, Si^smund« This 
pride reverting on itsel^—-thi8 astrological mania, together 
with the internal glow of passions, may have unsettled 
Wallenstein's powerful understanding, and so justify the 
explanation of those, who refer some of his latter proceedings 
less to treason, than to this mental disturbance. What places 
him in the rank of the first men of his age, though others 
equalled, or even excelled him, in the art of war, was not 
only his own inventive mind, but the power he exerted over 
the hearts of others. What would have become of Germany 
had this singular astrological hero accomplished his plans, — 
had he actually triumphed ? This at least is certain, if Aus- 
tria had been animated by an ambitious and selfish policy, 
and at the right moment had consented to a partition with 
Sweden, nothing could have been easier than with this 
combination of strength to have kept off French influence 
from Germany, and to have driven back that power within 
its own frontiers. The booty, too, would have been large 
enough to carve a kingdom out of it for WaJlenstein. But 
for such a policy Austria and Sweden were much too sincere 
in their convictions. 

When Wallenstein was dreaming of a prindpality upon 
the Baltic; when Gustavus 'Adolphus, shortly afterwards, 
was overrunning a great part of Germany, with as much 
celerity as success; when Augsburg was doing homage to the 
iSwedish king ; at such a moment a total revolution was ex^ 
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pected, and in Italy at least men were reminded of the period 
of the great northern migrations, and invading expeditions of 
the ancient Goths. After the conquest of Germany, Poland, 
and Hungary, even an invasion of Spain by the victorious 
'Swedes appeared by no means impossible. The character of 
GustaVus Adolphus was as simple, although in a different 
way, as that of .Ferdinand. Together with the penetrating 
sagacity which distinguished several of the heroes of his 
party, he had inherited likewise from his ancestor Gustavus 
Yasa the art of winning by brilliant feats the enthusiastic 
love of his people. A power like his over the mind and 
feelings of the people had never been exercised by any of his 
party since the time of Luther. The confidence, the faith he 
felt in himself, inspired others likewise with a like invincible 
faith. We need scarcely add, that in him ambition and love 
of conquest were combined and interwoven with the con- 
viction of fighting for the righteous cause. 

After the deaths of Gustavus, Wallenstein, and Ferdinand^ 
all the grandeur of the war had gone. Bichelieu alone, who 
had merely a destructive end in view, still remained to direct 
the course of those desolating flames, which he laboured 
unceasingly to feed. • To prosecute the old French schemes 
against Germany and Spain, only with more caution, and 
consequently with more certain success, and at home to carry 
out completely the principles of Lewis the Eleventh, only 
with more violence and decision; despotbm within, anar- 
chy without, in all neighbouring states, for the sake of 
French aggrandizement; — such was the spirit of Biche- 
lieu's administration. Gustavus and Ferdinand fought with 
all sincerity for the sake of religion ; Wallenstein, despite his 
powerful 'imderstonding, clung to astrological delusions; 
whereas Richelieu's system of injustice and immorality, if we 
look at the means he employed, whereof none appeared to 
him too terrible and too vile ; his deliberate abuse^ his con- 
tempt, his violation of everything sacred and good, can only 
be regarded as a real politioil Atheism. 

The treaty of Westphalia at last put an end to the mise- 
ries of a protracted war in Germany. Hopes had been early 
entertained of such a pacification ; attempts at one had been 
undertaken at various times and in various ways ; these 
attempts had failed, had nevertheless been again diiigentlj 
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prosecuted, and were at last brought to a successful consum- 
mation. At the commencement ' of this war, no one could 
have foreseen its long duration ; it was, indeed, not so much 
a single war as a continuous series of seyeral different wars 
connected with each other ; namely, the war of the Palati- 
nate, the Danish and Swedish wars, to which was finally 
added a French war. When the Elector Palatine was ex- 
pelled from Bohemia, was driven even from his own princi- 
pality, anc^ declared to be under the ban of the empire, the 
war appeared concluded. This, however, was only a delu- 
sive semblance. Without Spanish auxiliaries, Ferdinand had 
been unable to terminate the war, and this interference of one 
foreign power led to that of another. The Proteistant powers 
made common cause, and it was merely owing to accidental 
circumstances, that Denmark instead of Sweden apjpeared 
first as a belligerent. The German, and especially the Pro-* 
testant princes themselves,' could best have prevented this 
dangerous intervention of foreign powers, whereby the war 
was rendered so calamitous for Germany. If several of.them, 
like Saxony, and this latter with more decisive energy, had 
rallied round the emperor, making common cause with him 
against the Palatine, whose enterprise they by no means 
approved, they could, on the other hand, have excluded all 
foreign powers from exerting any influence in the empire,* Far 
from thereby abandoning the cause of their co-religionists, they 
would rather, as confederates, have had better means of 
securing the rights of their party. To repel foreign influence, 
to compose all disputes solely by national exertions, must be 
the primary law of every federal state that is to endure. 
As in this second war, likewise, Ferdinand gained niost 
decisive success, Sweden entered, upon the scene, and the war 
became most perilous and fearful. It was the heaviest' blow 
which Richelieu dealt upon the Imperialists, when at his 
instigation the Catholic princes, and especially the elector of 
Bavaria, induced Ferdinand, in compliance with the general 
complaint, to supersede Wallenstein. The complaints may 
in themselves have been just ; but the question was, whether 
Wallenstein's exactions and his mode of carrying on the war 
were not founded upon necessity, and upon the actual state of 
circumstances. It would have been infinitely better for Ger- 
many for yet a brief period to endure these exactions, than for 
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eighteen years together, out of her own resources, to nourish 
and to arm against herself the desolating armies of Sweden. 
It was thus, from his own allies and instruments^ that Ferdi- 
nand, in the midst of the most hrilliant successes, was often 
doomed to encounter the greatest emharrassment. It would 
not he easy to find anoUier prince who, with such limited 
resources, surrounded by enemies and perils of every kind, 
encountering often fresh and grierona obstacles from those 
who combated with him and for him, and whom he could not 
but employ as instruments, yet with unwavering courage and 
serene energy ever strove after the attainment of his object. 
What great sacrifices did he not willingly make in order to 
retain Bavaria in his alliance, and Saxony in neutrality t How 
much regard was he not compelled to have for the interests of 
Spain I How much injury had he not to sustain through 
W allenstein, and still more through the chiefs of the Catholic 
league, who, suspecting no guile, were too accessible to the 
suggestions of France 1 What Ferdinand effected for his own 
benefit and that of his generals, although he has been much 
censured for it, is best justified by comparing his acts with 
the violent proceedings and exactions of the Swedes when they 
were victorious. His demanding the restoratiop of church 
property undoubtedly much contributed to precipitate an out- 
break, that the policy of France and the ambition of Sweden 
had already long prepared. We cannot, however, consider 
the conduct of Ferdinand as in itself unjust, in seeking to 
adhere to a treaty as the ultimate standard of legal possession, 
in appealing to a treaty which had been wrung from his 
ancestors by the Protestant party at the very moment of 
their success. Charles the Fifth, who well knew the world 
and the actual state of afiairs, showed himself more compliant 
even in the moment of victory with regard to the church- 
lands; and perhaps it had been better if Ferdinand had 
yielded at once what he was subsequently obliged to consent 
to. It is satisfactorily proved, however, that not the vulgar 
selfishness of a conqueror, but sentiments of a very difierent 
order, were the motives that animated Ferdinand's conduct 
on that occasion. Wallenstein, who had systematically 
effected, on a large scale, what the Count of Mansfeld and 
Christian of Halberstadt had accomplished on a smaller one, 
and who had therein exhibited the indispensable and sole 
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means of success in a contest of this nature, was nedsssarily 
entitled to great rewards. That these senred not as rewards^ 
but as fuel to his unbounded ambition, was his own fakvlt 

After his death, and still more after that of the emperor 
Ferdinand, the war became such as it had been in the outset. 
Individual adyenturers and leaders, spreading haroo hither 
and thither with the speed of lightning, rather exhibited the 
spirit of some desolating natunu phenomenon, of a fire that 
once enkindled rages uncontroUablj around, than any great • 
plan, the idea of one great man. The object of the war was 
forgotten in the war itself; the bitterness of religious hatred 
was merged in the animosity of a religious war* Eren in 
Wallenstein's army, and especially in the second part of his 
mlHtaiy career, it was not enthusiasm for the one religion or 
the other that was the anunating principle of the whole body, 
but a peculiar military spirit, somewhat indifferent to religious 
opinions, and quite independent of them. 

The peace that was at last brought about by necessity, 
constituted an epoch in European history. ' It was a great 
religious pacification — ^it was a recognition that to terminate 
by arms the dispute between the ancient faith and the new 
doctrines was an impossibility, and it was a settlement of 
legal relations between the adherents of the one creed and of 
the other. 

All the commotions and separate wars, which after the 
schism in religion filled the Netherlands, France, and Ger- 
many with bloodshed, and in which Spain, England, Den- 
mark, and Sweden took part, may be considered on account 
of this yeiy participation by almost all nations, and by the 
internal connection and complication of the eyents themselves, 
as one general European war. From the first outbreak of 
the troubles in the Netherlands down to the peace of West- 
phalia, this warfare lasted full eighty years, and during this 
period it afflicted most countries in Europe, and desolated and 
ruined some of the most fiourishing. If we consider the eighty 
years' war between the Catholic and Protestant parties as 
one connected continuous struggle, it may, looking at it as a 
whole, appear surprising, that the Catholic party, with such 
apparent superiority of power, did not gain the ascendancy, and 
achieve a complete victory. With respect to some particular 
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periods in this eighty yeanj* war, we may rather ask why the 
Protestants having once succeeded in gaining so much, did 
not follow up their success, and become completely victorious ? 
Regarding all the Catholic powers as one of the belligerent 
parties, the cause of their feeble effidency in despite of their ap- 
parent strength, lay not so much in the decay of Spanish power 
(for after the nerveless reign of Philip the Third that kingdom 
revived once more with new lustre and new energy under 
Philip the Fourth), but rather in the want of union among 
the different powers themselves. Between the two branches 
of the Austrian house, concord rarely prevailed ; despite their 
frequent £uiiily alliances, distrust and alienation in the time 
of Philip the Second Imd been too long and too deeply at 
work to be so easily removed. Even when by the exertions 
of a great statesman, a co-operation was brought about between 
Philip the Fourth's ardent activity and Ferdinand the Second's 
great designs, the union still was not so perfect as it ought 
to have been ; the difference of principles and views often 
produced results most adverse to their joint efforts. It was 
peculiarly the function of the court of Rome to serve as the 
bond, of union between the two powers, and to knit 
them together in uninterrupted concord. As a mediator 
between them, it should have preserved tbe balance of power, 
and have once more claimed, with benefit to the common 
weal, the office of umpire in the affairs of Europe. 

The Roman court undoubtedly at times discharged this 
duty, and served as the common bond of union between the 
Catholic powers, but it was fax from exercising this function 
with sufficient energy and perseverance. Nothing perishes 
more easily than the living spirit of a confederation ; and 
half a century of concord and of joint co-operation is often 
insufficient to supply what was neglected or lost in a far 
briefer period of mutual distrust or selfish isolation of views. 

If the Roman court, as is generally acknowledged, was 
often not considerate enough towards the Austrian emperors, 
and seemed to require of .them what the state of affairs in 
Oermany rendered utterly impossible for them to grant or to 
accomplish, yet it is infinitely more to be censured for failing 
to recognise the true seat of the evil, for being almost always 
too forbearing towards France, For the peculiar weakness 
of the Catholic power in Europe originated in the fact, that 
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France belonged in name only to the Catholic parij (and 
not always even so), while in hcty from her thoroughly 
selfish system of policy, she formed a separate party of her 
own. At Rome it should have been understood and fore- 
seen, that a Gustavus Adolphus, at the head of a yictorious 
Protestant party, was less dangerous by far to the church 
than the merely political and nominal Catholicism of the 
latter Yalois, developed by the energy of a Hichelieu. The 
church has ever had to fear her greatest foes and corrupters 
in her own bosom more than all her external enemies. 

If we look merely to this internal weakness of the Catholio 
party, wo may almost wonder that it did not totally succumb 
in the struggle, that the Protestants did not gain a complete 
yictory. But in England and in Holland the political and 
religious principles and objects of the yarious political and 
religious parties thwarted each other far too much to render 
it possible, that eyen in England the Catholic party should be 
wholly crushed ; or still less, as in Sweden, for the national 
mind to be turned towards schemes of conquest. And the 
dangerous situation and small extent of Holland would 
naturally render such projects alien to the national feeling. 
Here an obstinate, unconquerable redstance, and an inde- 
pendence won by the sword, was all that the Protestants 
could aim at or accomplish. Germany was the only country 
in which the yictory could be complete, in which Pro- 
testantism could become a conquering power ; and un- 
doubtedly, if it had once been yictorious here, it might hayei 
established its ascendancy oyer the whole of Europe. In 
Germany alone had the new faith been diffused by a real 
popular movement, whose power was not wholly extinct, 
even after the first yiolent outbreak, till the period of the 
treaty of Westphalia. In a country like Germany, so great, 
populous, and then so warlike, this popular energy, which 
exceeds all calculation, stood more than once at the entire dis- 
posal — and ready too for the most daring enterprises — of any 
yictorious prince of the party who was competent to turn it 
to account. But a prince of this kind, a great hero (if we 
except Gustavus Adolphus alone, who was so early snatched 
from his brilliant career), there was none, otherwise Germany 
would undoubtedly have become wholly Protestant, and in the 
sole victor would have found one sole sovereign ; and after the 

8 
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confiscation of tho ecclesiastical principalities would haye 
become, witli its then population, once more, as in the middle 
age, the first country of Europe, and even probably a con^ 
quering power. The kiug of Sweden, as soyereign of Ger- 
many, must necessarily haye treated this country, and not 
Sweaen, as the chief country of his empire, although the 
circumstance of his being a foreigner would haye been inju- 
rious to him in public opinion, had he lived longer, and had 
he continued to conquer. Maurice of Saxony was the only 
German prince, before Gustavus Adolphu% who could have 
executed such great schemes ; he, however, from the dupli- 
city early manifested in his character, would never have 
acquired equal power over the minds of the people, even if a 
death as early as that of the Swedish hero had not be&llen 
him. 

On attentively considering the most important events of 
history, we shall readily perceive that very few, indeed, have 
xeally turned out to be what they were onginaUy designed. 

The greatest projects of kings and heroes, amid the most 
consummate outward success^ hEive, nevertheless, been con- 
siderably modified by the action of accidental circumstances, 
aad more only carried out incompletely. The greatest move- 
ments of an age and of a nation have, for the most part, 
had a very different issue from what they at first seemed 
destined to have, and have often diverged far from the 
term towards which they were more immediately directed. 
Hence it is no idle speculation in history to inquire what, 
under certain circumstances, might have occurred ; to remark 
on what slight circumstances it often turned, that the issue 
was not totally different from what it actually was. We 
can often best throw light on the events of history, on their 
true course and spirit, by transporting ourselves into the 
midst of these events, before they were finally decided, so as 
to be able to form a competent judgment on theory, and 
contemplate a different possible issue, with all the results it 
might have entailed. What would have been the conse- 
quence, what form would Europe have assumed, if the 
Catholic powers had completely triumphed in that long con- 
test ; if in France tho party of the Guises and the Spanish 
influence had prevailed, and with their aid the Catholic party 
in England had gained the upper hand ; if in Sweden, tho 
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whole djoastj, like some of its members, had returned to the 
andent faith; and in Germany, that &ith had become, at 
least, the predominant one ? The answer to this question is 
not unimportant, even for the accuracgr of many views and 
principles regarding the constitution of the various states of 
Europe and the civilization of mankind. Spain and Austria, 
as after the first victories, of the Emperor Ferdinand the 
Second, seemed to be universally feared, would then have 
gained a decided ascendancy over all Europe. This ascend- 
ancy, however, from the very partition between two, would 
not have been injurious to freedom, still less could it have 
brought about the much-dreaded universal monarchy. This 
would be more the case, as the Boman court, the natural 
bond and independent point of union between the two^ 
would be urged by every motive to uphold the balance of 
power, and to preserve freedom. To freedom of thought, to 
the development of mind, the consequences could scarcely have 
been so injurious as one might anticipate at the first glance. 
The limitation to this liberty was indeed merely introduced 
on account of that moral ferment which followed on the 
religious schism ; with victory, coercion would of itself have 
subsided, and with the re-establishment of religious unity, 
freedom likewise, and the harmonious development of the 
intellectual powers, such as before the Reformation had ad- 
vanced with steady, unbroken energy, have not failed to 
return. One important difference alone would have oc- 
curred. As modem European civilization, wherein the Pro- 
testant spirit has obtained the ascendancy, proceeded more 
from a one-sided development of the understanding, which 
in Protestantism has always maintained a decided preponde- 
rance ; so, in the event supposed, < intellectual culture would 
have rather been directed by the imagination, as occurred in 
Spain and Italy. Subsequently, when coercion was dropped, 
a uniform activity and harmony of all the mental faculties 
would have been restored. 

To decide whether Europe in such a case would have been 
happier, scarcely belongs to the province of history. Not 
only a difierent intellectual culture, but even a difierent his- 
tory, would the last century and a half have had to show. 
For it is manifest, that the mightiest movements of that period 
originated in those principles and in that bent of publio 

32 
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opinion, which sprang, and necessarily would spring, from 
the partial cultivation of the understanding, that then pre- 
vailed. 

- On the other hand, if all Germany had become Protestant, 
had fallen under the sway of a single conqueror and sovereign, 
and been once tnore rendered a thoroughly warlike, perhaps 
conquering nation, what would have been the consequences ? 
Brilliant perhaps for the political power, and the develop- 
ment of the national energies, but scarcely so favourable at 
first to intellectual freedom as we are apt to suppose. We 
have already stated, that with respect to the unchangeable 
definitions of faith, the older Lutherans were not less strict 
than the ancient church. In that church, indeed, the standard 
of faith is the simpler of the two ; it contains simply the idea 
and the fact, which all Christian parties' acknowledge as the 
basis of Christianity, together with a few negative definitions 
directed against new doctrines of dissent. In other respects 
free scope was left to philosophy, as the history of the times 
prior to the religious schism sufficiently proves. But among 
the older Lutherans the rule of faith in their S3rmbolic^ 
books was spun out into a very detailed system, and hereby 
intellect was much more fettered. Even if the Lutheran 
church had been victorious, freedom could have been only 
developed when the coercion (which in reality was on both 
sides occasioned chiefly by the contest itself, and was adapted 
only to a state of contest) should cease ; when victory was 
achieved and the struggle terminated. ^ Very different, how- 
ever, would have been the course of European civilization, 
had Protestantism triumphed throughout Germany, and 
thence (as would probably have been the case) throughout a 
great part of Europe ; very difierent, we say, would European 
civilization have been from what it was when the balance of 
power between the two parties was formally established. All 
those efiects, which in the history of modern times we attri- 
bute to the exclusive sway of the understanding as their 
internal cause, would then have been far more rapidly and 
universally developed. It is very probable that internal con- 
flicts and wars would have broken out among the Protestants 
themselves. Besides a John of Leyden, Germany perhaps 
would then have also beheld a Cromwell, and other singular 
and fearful phenomena. From the exclusive sway of the 
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nnderstanding to fanaticism is a transition far from difficalt ; 
every power that has heen repressed seeks to reyenge itself 
by an outbreak of redoubled force. 

In Qermany, with the first outbreak of the religious schism, 
fouaticism was let loose ; it was not indeed publicly visible, nor 
did it exert much influence in politics ;x but in secret its power 
was widely difi'used. Opinions, such as those which a sin- 
gular and extraordinary man like Wallenstein embraced, were 
everywhere difi'used, and not without well-connected reciprocal 
support. Perhaps even Wallenstein's rapid rise — ^a part of 
his extraordinary resources, may be explained by such secret 
associations. If all his plans could have been realized, a very 
peculiar state of public life and of opinion, and one equally 
different from the new doctrines and the ancient church, 
would undoubtedly have arisen and become predominant. 

None of these extreme cases, however, were destined to 
occur ; neither the ancient church nor the new doctrines were 
to gain a complete victory. On the contrary, the chief result 
of the treaty, which at last terminated the protracted contest, 
was to proclaim the award of history, that that struggle could 
not be composed or decided by force. Had the ancient church 
triumphed in the contest, the victory, because it had been 
obtained through a contest, would, yet have seemed merely 
the result of force. Had the Protestant doctrines prevailed, 
it is incalculable how much of the ancient civilization and the 
ancient constitution, which in later and more tranquil times 
has been appreciated and turned to account, would have irre- 
vocably perished with the ancient church. So far the thea 
existing state of division must be acknowledged and consi- 
dered by both parties as a benefit, or at least as the less of 
two evils. The schism, moreover, has in some cases perhaps 
served,, through the contest it excited, mutually to sharpen 
and elevate the intellectual energies. Generally, however, 
the result has been, that the destructive spirit of contentious^ 
ness, like a slow poison, has continued to prey on all around 
it, and that the long struggle has terminated in the exhaustion 
and mutual dis'^rganization of parties. By the spirit of 
schism true civilization is never advanced, but by the spirit of 
concord, by the harmonious exertion and development of all 
our faculties. 

Such, then, were the political consequences of the Ite>- 
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foimaiion. After a state of doubt and hesitation, before tbe 
new doctrines were fully understood — a state that lasted 
fifty years, and included the first isolated wars in Germany 
and Switzerland — ^there ensued a general religious war of 
eighty years' duration. When, at last, by a treaty of peace, 
the impossiblility of any decision by force of arms was re- 
cognised, once tor all there gradually ensued, through the 
fixed establishment of tbe schism, an internal disorganization 
of all the principles and maxims by which life is guided, 
moulded, and regulated. Under the delusive show of mode- 
ration and peace, moreover, this great internal change finally 
brought about violent commotions and revolutions, not less 
mighty and stormy than those of old; it was demonstrated 
more clearly than ever, that mind, that ideas, are the motive 
powers of history. 

As a European treaty of religious peace (and such it was, at 
least in its general spirit and in its remoter effects, although 
isolated fsLcts at a later period, especially in England, may recall 
the earlier epoch of bitter religious wars), as a great Euro- 
pean religious pacification, the treaty of Westphalia was at 
least the termination of a great and protracted evil. In re- 
spect to Germany, its results, like those of the preceding war, 
were altogether pernicious. The influence of foreign powers 
became now fully recognised, and admitted as constitutional; so 
that even in times of peace, the manifest germs of further trou* 
bles, and encroachments, and ulterior wars (all of which ac- 
tually ensued), and even of a total political disorganization and 
dissolution, were plainly perceptible. It was only the length 
or the shortness of the term, and the diversity of the mode 
wherein this dissolution should take place, that could remain 
a subject of doubt. From this period, moreover, the power of 
the middle class in Germany has gradually declined. The 
free towns of the empire, it is true, remained as a monument 
of ancient freedom, and in several districts the towns depend- 
ent upon the princes still participated in some degree in par- 
liamentary rights. This, however, as the military art had 
been totally changed, and the power of the princes was always 
on the increase, was a mere outward semblance, rather than a 
genuine effective power, such as the towns possessed in 
southern and Rhenish Germany before the religious schism, 
when they were able to cope in war even with the princes 
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and nobles, or at the prosperous period of the Hanseate Leagn}9 . 
before the thirty years' war. It was this war which rained 
the ancient prosperity and great wealth of Germany. Ger- 
many, it is true, had already suffered by the discovery of the 
new world, whose superabundance in gold and silver cast com- 
pletely into the shade our old national mines of the precious 
metals. The old course, too, of the Eastern trade, first 
through Italy, and then through Germany, was more favour- 
able to the latter. This loss, however, had not been &,i&l to 
her prosperity, and even up to the thirty years' war, Ger- 
many, although without the gorgeous riches of Spain and 
Portugal, yet perhaps surpassed in real prosperity and vital 
internal wealth all those countries, which, through the dis- 
covery of the new world, had risen to sudden fortune. The 
source of German prosperity, like that of a large portion of 
England's wealth in the eighteenth century, lay in manu- 
factures ; for in all branches of the same, by the quantity of 
production, and in some even by the quality, Germany at that 
^riod, like England in modem timea, mrpw^ ijl other 
countries of Europe. All this prosperity was destroyed by 
the thirty years' war ; countless numbers of artisans emigrated 
or embraced the military life, or became impoverished and 
perished. In every detailed history of that war we meet with 
astonishing instances of individual towns, where before the 
war the number of craftsmen in trade were reckoned by 
thousands, and after it but a few individuals were still to be 
found. England, Holland, and Denmark systematically took 
advantage of Germany^s unhappy situation to augment thebown 
commerce. The diminution in her population completed the 
losses of Germany, and served to perpetuate them. It would 
be an instructive inquiry to examine what proportion of her 
population Germany lost by this war, whether it was one-half, 
or perhaps even two-thirds ; for, in the history of the world, 
but few wars are comparable to this for its devastating effects. 
Not only the number, but the spirit also, of the surviving 
population was changed, and indeed permanently so, by the 
peace of WestphaUa. At all times the Germans have been a 
warlike nation, for a long time also divided ; when united, 
they have ever been the first in Europe. Even in those ages 
when trade and manufactures occupied a large portion of the 
people, not only the nobles, but the cities sSso, were always 
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animated by a martial spirit and by martial courage. A great 
part of the German empire, the whole mass of petty states, 
were now forced to a state of perpetual peace ; for only a few 
of the greater princes were still powerful enough to undertake 
any considerable military operations, which even to them were 
matters of difficulty, from the artificial complication of their 
politicf^ relations, and to the wisest could but seldom appear 
expedient in the new order of things. Good and wholesome 
this state of things might be perhaps termed, in respect to 
internal tranquillity ; but, from the slender external security 
which that peace in other respects promised, it was nothing 
else than leaving Germany for future times defenceless and 
unarmed to her inevitable destinies. 

When peace was at last concluded in Germany, the flames 
of war, which had been there enkindled, still raged neverthe- 
less, for a considerable time, at the opposite extremities of 
Europe. The contest between France and Spain, which 
lasted ten years longer, was a mere continuation of the 
general war. In the north, the ambition of Sweden having 
been once aroused, now appeared, under Charles Gustavus, a 
restless and daring monarch, to menace all neighbouring 
states more than under Gustavus Adolphus himself. Had 
Charles Gustavus succeeded in completing the conquest of 
Denmark, he might have founded a kingdom that would have 
long been the first northern state. His conquests, however, 
like Charles the Twelfth's in subsequent times, were rather 
brilliant and fearful, like a passing meteor, than calculated 
for permanent duration. It was proved by the example of 
Sweden, that in Europe at least, and with the exception of 
very rare cases, a conqueror is restrained by geographical 
limits. Hence the slow but vigorous growth of Russian 
power, under the sway of the house of Romanof, was incom- 
parably more solid than that of Sweden in its most brilliant 
epoch. By the treaty of the Pyrenees, which ten years after 
that of Westphalia terminated the contest between France 
and Spain, the ascendancy of the former, and the decay of the 
latter, which till then may have seemed doubtful, were plainly 
exhibited. The germs of this decay, indeed, were sown even 
under Philip the Second, by his unbending severity, and by 
his overstraining all the national energies, but, above all, 
by his violent seizure of Portugal, and the putting down of 
ihe popular liberties in Spain itself, a suppression which had 



BDUCATION AND REIGN OF PHILIP THB THIRD. 265 

arisen from tbe animosity of religions strife. Neither Philip 
the Second nor his successors, it is tiue^ attacked the Spanish 
constitution in any of its fundamental points, or sought to 
overthrow it ; hut yet when the Spanish kings hegan to livo 
retired in the seclusion of their pdaces^ after the feshion of 
the eastern sultans, it could not fail to exercise a deep influ- 
ence upon the whole life and spirit of the state and the 
administration. But what, perhaps, more than anything else 
contrihuted towards the decline of Spain, was faihng to give 
fresh life and stimulus to the national energies hy a periodical 
convocation of the general Cortes. Under Philip the Second, 
nevertheless, the power of the state, and eminently so that of 
the nation itself^ was still very great, and many errors might 
he still committed ere that greatness could utterly perish. 
How fully capahle Philip the Second was to keep the state 
together with a vigorous hand, and even to govern it, was 
best evinced under the reigns of his successors. Philip the 
Third was bred up with the most anxious solicitude to pre- 
vent in him the premature growth of that ambition which^ 
in the case of the unfortunate Don Carlos, had burst out 
with such passionate violence, for men are in general apt 
to think they can best compensate for an error by going 
to its opposite extreme. Hence Philip the Third, with 
many good qualities, was unable to restrain the great officers 
of state, his chief representatives and governors, from abus- 
ing their power. This absence of political discipline pro- 
duced many injurious effects in the state, and even in 
Italy; for some Spanish grandees (as in the well-known 
conspiracy of the marquis of Bedmar at Yenice), by 
their abuse of power, inflicted incredible and incalculable 
injury, in public opinion, upon Spanish glory and Spanish 
influence. Hence arose violent reactions, the by no means 
unimportant hostility of Venice; and hence was Richelieu 
enabled to strike the first great blow at Spanish might in 
Italy. The expulsion of the Moriscoes in the reign of 
Philip the Third, as well as the revolution in Portugal under 
Philip the Fourth, must perhaps be ascribed, as the inevi- 
table consequence of his errors, to the first violent measures 
of Philip the Second, which were no longer to be remedied. 
Under Philip the Fourth, moreover, the Spanish monarchy 
in many respects revived once more with new splendour; 
perhaps the only error now committed was in seeking to 
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accomplish too mach at once, in reyiving all contests that 
had heen once set on foot The effects, too, of many earlier 
political errors now for the first time became manifest. 
Hence Spain conld no longer cope with her enemies; the 
minority that ensued on the death of Philip the Fourth 
brought about a new state of decline, that in the reign of 
Ghanes the Second made much further progress. After his 
death, the war of succession proved ruinous to Spain ; and 
under the French dynasty the old Spanish glory and Spanish 
influence in Europe disappeared. 

Thus was accomplished the desure of Richelieu to reduce 
Germany to a permanent state of feebleness, and to under- 
mine the power of Spain. In this respect the way was 
vigorously prepared for Lewis the Fourteenth. This serves 
not, however, to dim his glory; for every brilliant epoch in 
history has had the way thus prepared for it, and often has 
long existed in germ ere in its outward development it filled 
the wprld with the amazing lustre of its glory. Thus was 
the way paved for Charlemagne also, and for Charles the 
Fifth. Like Charles the Fiftid, Lewis the Fourteenth was 
also surrounded by many great men both in war and politics, 
in science and literature. This is no drawback on the merit 
of Lewis the Fourteenth ; for it is precisely this royal art of 
encompassing himself with great men, of appreciating merit 
and genius, employing them, and rallying them around him, 
that is the primary and most essential quality in the sove- 
reign of a great monarchy. This it is that has made the 
fjEune of Lewis so great. The French monarch possessed also 
the art, which in so high a degree characterized Philip the 
Second, of imparting to all that surrounded him, to all that"" 
he did, the stamp of dignity. Nevertheless, in com- 
paring Lewiis with Charles the Fifth, we find one point of 
difference between them. Of Charles, for example, it would 
not be easy to prove, that besides the great men, less com- 
petent and worthy individuals enjoyed such influence with 
him, as was often the case with Lewis, especially in the latter 
years of his reign, when great talents both in the field and in 
the cabinet were replaced by mediocrities. 

If the brilliant epoch of France under Lewis the Fourteenth, 
after domestic tranquillity was at last re-established, is to be 
chiefly ascribed to the internal energies of the nation itself; 
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yet is this fact common to all the great and shining periods of 
histoij. If we inquire into the use he made of these nohle 
resources, into the objects and plans he chiefly had in view ; if 
we ask whether they were great and glorious in their design, and 
honourable in execution, the answer that is given by histonr 
to such questions would be less £Eiyonrable to Lewis than his 
eulogists among his countrymen are wont to represeni He 
aimed at conquering Holland, and by that very course called 
into being the power of England, which had hitherto been 
almost dependent on his policy. King WiUiam, with insigni- 
ficant power, surrounded even in Holland by obstacles and 
impediments, and by no means one of the first generals of his 
age, yet succeeded merely by calm courage and never-failing 
sagacity (wherein he equalled his ancestor, William of 
Orange) in maintaining the independence, freedom, and power 
of Holland, in restoring England to the rank of the most 
poweiful and energetic states, and in giving a new form to ^ 
Europe. This is one of the noblest examples that history pre- 
sents of what sagacity and steadfast constancy can effect even 
against great superiority of force. 

Again Lewis aimed at the total destruction of Austria by 
means of the Turkish power ; but so far was this plan from 
succeeding, that it was precisely the unsuccessful invasion of 
the Turks which roused anew the military spirit of Austria 
out of that state of apathy that had followed upon the thirty 
years' war, and which brought about such a total change in 
the state of things in the East; that after the complete libe- 
ration of Hungary, and even before Prince Eugene became 
commander-in-chief, the reconquest of the Hungarian de- 
pendencies was likewise meditated. 

If Lewis at last succeeded in maintaining his family upon 
the Spanish throne, yet it is well known that he was indebted 
only to chance for this success, and to the errors of his oppo- 
nents ; to one of those sudden changes which are natural to 
the English constitution, and are the cause why England, after 
successful wars, has rarely succeeded in making advantageous 
terms of peace. Lewis's other schemes of aggrandizement 
were chiefly successful towards the frontiers of the German 
empire, which was now reduced to a state of constitutional 
feebleness. These wars were carried on in a manner, which 
even his panegyrists are scarcely able altogether to justify. 
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Not merely were these wars unjust in themselves, but a low 
cupidity of this kind is more looked for and is sooner forgiven 
on the part of smaller states, or at least states of second-rate 
magnitude. In large states, on the other hand, even supposing 
their policy to be wholly self-interested, yet the show at least 
of magnanimity and dignity is in the long run indispensable, 
and is often more important even for their real power, than 
any petty increase of territory. 

It has been often remarked that Lewis the Fourteenth's 
perpetual wars exhausted the resources of Franco, and that 
hence the state of weakness into which, after his death, she was 
once more in peril of sinking, is not to be wholly ascribed to 
his successors ; but that the chief source of the evil is to be 
sought for in his unbounded ambition. He, perhaps, inflicted 
the deepest and deadliest wounds on France, however, by his 
persecution of the Protestants, and in general by his violent 
interference in ecclesiastical and religious concerns. He thus 
called forth a moral ferment and an intellectual opposition, so 
strong, as in after-times to convulse France to her very depths. 
This untimely persecuting spirit it was that provoked the out- 
break of that violent and passionate opposition which so much 
distinguished the French literature and philosophy of the 
eighteenth century, and rendered it a great and dangerous 
political power. As early as the seventeenth century this in- 
tellectual opposition had found in Holland, and to some extent 
in Switzerland, a safe asylum and a fixed point of operations. 
The influence that from this quarter was exerted over France 
by Voltaire's predecessor and chief authority, Bayle (to name 
but one out of many writers), was, perhaps, in its results more 
important than anything that generals and armies could have 
accomplished. 

In French literature, which, in the age of Lewis the Four- 
teenth, attained its greatest splendour, and has invested 
that period with its most lasting glory, it is curious, 6ven in a 
political point of view, to observe how very strikingly the 
Spanish taste and a Spanish tone and colouring pervaded the 
productions of the early French writers under Cardinal Riche- 
lieu. This is a proof how deep and mighty an influence Spain 
liad exerted in France and even over the French mind. Riche- 
lieu's immediate object in creating a French literature was 
indisputably to divert attention from the oppressive sense of 
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misery or rebellions glances at unjust despotism. He next 
sought to make the court and throne the centre of all the in- 
tellectual energies of the nation, and thus to insure its rule 
even oyer mind and opinion. 

The intrinsic excellence of French literature in the time of 
Lewis the Fourteenth with respect to France herself, and in 
what constitutes the foundation and the true standard of na- 
tional civilization, namely, the culture of the national language, 
is best evinced by comparing on the one hand the perfection of 
style in the best writers in Lewis the Fourteenth's time, with 
the partly confused, partly uncouth diction of earlier authors ; 
and on the other hand, by considering how little the most dis- 
tinguished talents of the subsequent age have succeeded in sur- 
passing that perfection of language once attained. In respect 
to art and taste, the same principles, on the whole, prevailed 
in French literature, which in Italy likewise ever gained 
ground in later times ; in all departments of art and literary 
delineation, the imitation of the ancients was recognised as the 
basis of all excellence ; an imitation that was neither quite in 
harmony with the spirit and manners of modem Europe, nor 
even accompanied with an accurate knowledge of antiquity. 
In one respect French taste took a direction very different from, 
and even alien to, Italian art. In Italy, since the religious ' 
schism, philosophy had been excluded, or at least been un- 
influential and powerless ; and thereby the whole intellectual 
culture, the art and literature of Italy and Spain, was rather 
the culture of the imagination than of the understanding. As 
early as the seventeenth century, this one-sided dominion of 
the imagination betrayed in many phenomena, in every de- 
partment of art and literature, the injurious effects of this 
troubled harmony of mind. The consciousness of this error 
provoked a reaction in French literature and art, wherein 
perhaps this only is censurable, that not only the abuses of 
the iniagination were corrected, but its very spirit was wholly 
fettered or destroyed. These reflections, however, belong 
more properly to litcmture ; but in a political and historical 
point of view, it is more important to observe, that in the 
French literature, as well as in the Gallican church, the sepa- 
ration of philosophy and religion, to the great detriment of 
both, was more and more recognised and laid down as a 
principle. Hence the cause of the ancient faith, which at 
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the same time was that of the ancient political constitution, 
was left defenceless on the most assailable side, and aban- 
doned beforehand to the attacks of an opposition, waxing 
more passionate and dangerous every day. The more hete- 
rogeneous the elements of this opposition, which was formed 
by the Calvinists, nourished by the Jansenistical controver- 
sies, and fully developed by the philosophical scepticism ; 
which was begotten in France, fostered in Holland, and which 
thence reacted upon France and the rest of Europe; — ^the 
more heterogeneous the elements of this opposition, we say, 
the more power did it possess to effect an entire dissolution of 
all ancient principles and opinions. 



LECTURES XIX., XX., & XXI. 

CONSIDERATIONS ON THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

With joyous and exalting feelings, and often with a min- 
gled sense of melancholy and tenderness, do we pause before 
the picture of the olden times, when, under a homelier and 
austerer exterior, the energies of the heart had a so much 
livelier and purer action, and when faith in the Divine em- 
bellished a narrower sphere of existence. Yery different, 
graver, and sterner is the feeling with which we follow the 
history of the last centuries, through all their ramifications, 
down to the events of our own times. As when gloomy clouds 
suddenly darken a serene sky, or as when at the threatening 
calm that precedes the storm, our breasts are filled with 
anxious expectation, when we see how the old bonds are ever 
waxing loose, and that under the delusive appearance of a 
new civilization, and freedom of toleration and love of peace, 
something fearful is gathering beneath — that all events, in an 
invisible concatenation, are hurrying on towards the great, 
perilous, inevitable catiistrophe, that sweeps everything before 
it in its irresbtible career. If individual great men or great 
deeds fill us with a sentiment of admiration, — if the very 
doom, that was overhanging the human race, fills us with 
astonishment and awe ; yet this feeling serves more to stir up 
our courage for an arduous contest, to inspire a strong feeling 
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as to the duty and mighty destinies of an eyentfol age, than 
to excite pure untroubled joy. 

The ravages of the thirty yean^ war are dreadful to con- 
template ; but yet more mournful and painful to the feelings 
is the long state of impotence, humiliation, and feebleness^ 
which succeeded that desolating conflict. Germany, it is 
true, was gradually restored to new prosperity; Austria, 
irom the fulness of her inexhaustible resources, once more 
resumed her ancient dignity. A new sun of happiness rose 
over Europe, when Austria shone forth in the splendour of 
military glory, and when England suddenly reached the high 
degree of power which she still mainUdns. These two 
powers, united as the centre of a great confederacy of states; 
seemed at last to promise Europe, after so many storms, a 
nniyersal reign, if not of strict justice, yet of mutual com- 
promise and conciliation, an altogether mild policy, based on 
sentiments and principles of ei^nity. But only too soon, 
after a brief enjoyment of this delusive period of outward 
moderation and apparent love of peace, did the prognostics 
and preludes appear of that universal convulsion, in which 
everything has been swallowed up. 

The state of weakness into which Austria as well as Germany 
sank after the thirty years' war, was such that the emperor 
Ferdinand the Third, who, among many other distinguished 
qualities, had also given proof of military genius by his 
victory at the important battle of Nordlingen, when he was 
king of the Romans, had scarcely an opportunity of exercising 
any one of the virtues which were expected of him, except 
steadfast patience. By this quality, as well as by the inde- 
fatigable eflbrts of Count Trauttmansdorff, the peace for which 
the bruised and crushed nations had so ardently pined, and 
which hod been so much impeded and frustrated by the clashing 
and selfish interests of diplomacy, was at last concluded. The 
same state of things continued for the first half of the reign 
of the emperor Leopold the First, who was at first so inferior 
in might to his antagonist, Lewis the Fourteenth, but at the 
end of his life so unexpectedly victorious. To the best and 
most honourable sentiments, and to most varied knowledge of 
every kind, this monarch united a constancy, even in extreme 
and utterly desperate misfortune, which would not have been, 
unworthy of the emperor Ferdinand the Second. Yet the 
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great and vehement reaction, and the military glories of 
Austria in the latter years of the emperor Leopold's reign 
were not owing immediately to him, nor even to the great 
Eugene alone, but to the reviving strength of the entire 
nation, and to the general change of times and circumstances. 
How much time and what tedious efforts it required to raise 
Austria from its fallen condition after the all-devastating war, 
and the still unhappier peace, is best illustrated by the 
method and tactics adopted by Montecuccoli.* That hero, 
who by his scientific investigations and discoveries created 
an epoch in the art of war, acquired his reputation no less 
by that heedful delay and procrastination so excellently 
suited to his weak and scanty resources. A captain dis* 
tinguished for bold, rapid movements, bent upon achieving 
-great things, would have been quite out of place in this first 
grade of reviving Austrian power. 

In order to judge quite correctly of the history and circum- 
stances of the times of the emperor Leopold the First, the 
latter half of the seventeenth century, we must weigh another 
effect of the treaty of Westphalia upon the internal condition 
of all German states. It exercised a visible influence upon 
the peculiar character by which German state functionaries 
have been distinguished since that epoch. The very different 
spirit which in different times and circumstances pervades 
such functionaries as a class apart, is altogether one of the 
most important objects of historical observation. It may in 
general be laid down as an almost inevitable occurrence, that 
in proportion as states grow older, so does the number of func- 
tionaries increase. Not always, not necessarily, does the 
spirit of this class become so exclusive as to separate itself 
and its interests from those of the state, a spirit ruinous to 
the public weal. It undoubtedly often happens, however, 
that the general degeneracy is more immediately and strik- 
ingly manifested in this most essential element of the body 
politic, so that at last the state seems to exist only for the 
benefit of the state functionaries. But this generally occurs 
in different states in very different ways. In France the 
spirit of absolute power naturally passed from the centre of 
omnipotence to the mass of the functionaries. Only in one 
point is the apparently uncontrolled authority of an abso- 
lute monarchy generally limited, — in money matters, namely, 

* Often written Montecuculi. 
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and finance. This was especially the case in France. In 
no other country in Europe, since the time of .Lewis the 
Fourteenth, was the numher and influence of officials in the 
financial department so great and this ahsolute spirit so pre- 
dominant in the great hulk of the people. In England, 
political freedom and the old contest between the republican 
and royalist parties, the Whigs and Tories, unfolded remark- 
able powers and a lofty ambition among the higher class of 
officials, but withal a passionate party spirit, which often 
perverted great talents to pernicious or unworthy measures. 
The character of the German state functionaries was moulded 
by the treaty of Westphalia. At an earlier period the 
mixture of Roman law with the' different German codes had 
complicated affairs. But in no treaty of peace whatever 
were the contentions points of public law so strictly defined 
with all, even the minutest, formalities, as in that of West- 
phalia. This system of legal formalities became now the 
basis of the entire German constitution, as well as of the 
organization of each individual country, and thus determined 
the spirit of all officials. But not in this alone, not in the 
routine of what was strictly business of the state, but also in 
all the occurrences of peace and war, in the whole course of 
events, this stamp and character of a cumbrous, slow, legal 
formality was apparent. 

The system thus adopted in all affairs of state and this 
spirit of the functionaries had also its influence on the peculiar 
character of the German nobility, though less on that of Aus- 
tria. That new form of nobility, which arose on the cessation 
of club-law ; that form in which the nobility were considered 
as the true support and foundation of the throne, as an indis- 
pensable link to connect the people with the king, and in which 
the highest and strictest self-devotion in the service of the 
latter was regarded as their noblest calling, first attained its 
perfect development and highest brilliancy in Spain, and then 
in France. In Spain this spirit retained its vital energy 
among the nobles long after all energy was extinguished on 
the throne itself, yet the torpor of despotism spread more and 
more from that centre to all classes of society. In France, 
immediately after the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, immo- 
rality was the tone at court. Lewis himself, in despite of his 
outward decorum, had publicly betrayed many personal weak- 
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nesses and propensities, whioli were unbecoming to the dignity 
of the crown. This immoralit j was not without injurious 
influence on a portion of the nobility, as, with the ancient 
severity of morsUs, principles also were relaxed. In England, 
a peculiar constitution, and still more the commerce of the 
world, introduced a wholly new and a powerful influence, that 
of money and wealth, among all classes, and even among the 
nobility. Such influence either did not subsist at all in Ger- 
many, or subsisted in a minor, §ax more insignificant degree. 
When, by the provisions of the treaty of Westphalia, Ger^ 
many was permanently divided into many petty principalities, 
the natiomd spirit which, in a large monarchy, ever animates 
the nobility with a generous love of £Etme, was destroyed. As 
most of the smaller states aimed at copying the internal organ- 
ization of the entire empire in all its formalities, there often 
arose in the place of a truly royal nobility, animated with a 
high national feeling, and seeking its mission in a glorious 
self-devotion to the king, a mere court and official nobility 
fitted for outward pomp alone, and in that only distinguished. 
Yet, in Austria and Hungary, the martial spirit was never 
extinguished, even in the state of weakness to which they 
were reduced by the thirty years' war. It was not the genius 
of an individual, but the united energies of the nation, that 
efiected the great change in the aspect of afiairs towards the 
end of the seventeenth century, and brought about the new 
epoch in which, under Montecuculi, the two Starhembergs and 
the great Eugene, renovated Austria shone ft)rth more glo- 
riously than ever. And how many other names are not in- 
scribed with these in the annals of that glorious period ! All 
the examples of martial spirit and patriotic pride ever furnished 
by the Spanish or French nobility in the most flourishing ages 
of those monarchies were equalled or surpassed in Austria and 
Hungary in the period from the liberation of Vienna and 
Hungary from the formidable power of the Turks down to 
that, when Maria Theresa was indebted for the preservation 
of her empire to her own constancy and to the courage 
and enthusiastic sense of honour and loyalty of her faithful 
people. 

Even before the siege of Vienna by the Turks, the military 
resources of Austria were slowly indeed, but thereby the more 
solidly, re-established by Montecuculi. It was precisely the agi- 
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tation produced by a fonnidable attack, and a gre&t and immi- 
nent danger, that fully aroused her slumbering strength. The 
liberation of Hungary was the glorious result of the failure of 
the Turkish attack upon the imperial city. Austria was thus 
restored to the rank of a power of the first "magnitude, and 
thereby the foundation-stone laid for European freedom in the 
eighteenth century, and a firm point of support acquired for 
the legal and moral balance of power amouff the different states. 
The internal cause of the great changes m the eastern states 
and nations of Europe at the end of the seyenteenth and in the 
course of the eighteenth century lay in the dedine of the 
Asiatic powers. Before that period the downfall of the 
Mongul dominion had laid the foundation of Russian great- 
nesSf neither were the internal convulsions in Persia without 
influence on eastern Europe. But the chief effect was pro- 
duced by the decline of thd Turkish empire, which, at the end 
of the seventeenth century, had become evident* Singularly 
as that state was composed of so many Subjugated nations 
more numerous than the ruling one, it *could only attain perfect 
stability and unity by changing its policy and constitution* 
Even then, from its geographical situation, it could do so only 
as a maritime power, and by holding the command of the 
Mediterranean. Hence, to preserve permanent and healthy 
energy in a power of such a composite nature, and in part re- 
posing on a basis so artificial, a mental culture, a stringent 
political constitution, and a vigorous activity would be needed, 
to which the national character, and still more, the creed of 
the nation, were but little adapted. Hence the Turkish em- 
pire unceasingly declined, despite the martial courage of the 
nation, that remained unchanged ; and more than once that 
state owed its preservation to the disunion or the clashing in- 
terests of the allied powers of Europe. 

Three things chiefly determined the character and the career 
of European states and nations in the last centuries. In the 
western countries it was commerce, that stamped its impress, 
and exerted an overruling influence on all things. It had the 
effect in the course of time of severing more and more from the 
rest of Europe those countries which were connected with 
America or with India, such as Spain and England. This 
arose either from a less active participation in European 
concerns and events, as was earlier the case with Portugal, 

t2 
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and in tlie eigfateentli oentiuj with Spain mho ; <ff as in Hol- 
land and England, bj reason of the growing inflnenee of their 
eolonial poseesnons, relations, and interests oyer the eondnet and 
eoune of Eoiopean affairs. In the centnd countries of Europe^ 
on the other hand, in France and German j, the derelopiDent^ 
the changes and rerolntions <^ public opinion, from the Reform- 
ation down to the rerolntion, hare chiefly determined and 
directed the history of these states and the destinies of their 
people. Eng^d, indeed, took part in these moyementB, and 
so did France in commerce ; but in England what has alwajs 
allayed the contests of public opinion, what restored harmony 
and tranquillity to the country amid the contending elements 
of party, but her vast commerce, the first object, need, or law 
of the nation ? I^ on the other hand, France had no incon- 
siderable share in commerce, and in Indian and American 
acquisitions, yet was that share neither in itself so great as 
th^ of Spain or England, nor did her commerce and colonies 
exercise such marked and decided influence over the mother- 
country. Commerce exerted a more slender and remote 
influence in the eastern states and nations. If religious and 
political troubles and reyolutions were not without effect on 
those countries, yet were these troubles only the after-results 
of those revolutions, whose origin and point of issue were in 
the central countries, such as Germany and France. . As re- 
gards the progress of civilization, too, western Europe served 
•more or less as the example and model of the eastern. But 
the course of events in Asia has ever remained the matter of 
the greatest importance for these eastern states and nations. 
As it was once the sudden growth of Turkish greatness and 
the advancing conquests of Turkish power which convulsed 
these states, destroying them, or developing in them new 
energies, so now the decline of this very Turkish power also 
created a new epoch in their history. Independent as Europe 
fancies herself ; firmly as she believes herself to be, not merely 
the centre, but the sum of all mankind ; dominant as European 
influence became in Asia and in America in the eighteenth 
century, more so, perhaps, than under Alexander's successors 
or Rome's CsBsars, — ^yet is Europe, notwithstanding, much 
fettered by this very sovereignty, by this extra-European 
power ; and the firat sources of the changes which occur here 
are for the most part to be found in the movements and con- 
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Tulsions of those remoter quarters of the world. From the end 
of the seventeenth century the shore which each of the eastern 
nations took in the oyerthrow of Turkish power, the advantages 
which each of them deriyed therefrom, not in outward aggran- 
dizement alone, but more especially in internal improvement, 
were of the most decisive ipflnence^ 

In this respect Russia and Hungary take the first place. 
Poland, too, under her illustrious national king, Sohieski, 
shared gloriously in all the feats of the common war, and 
in the liberation of Austria, threatened for the last time 
with Turkish ascendancy. So was their own fatherland also, 
for Austria was indisputably in this quarter the ramjpart of 
Poland, as well as of Grermany, and the conquest of the one 
would inevitably have involved the downfall of the other. 
Advancing in this career of victory, Poland, to become and 
to remain great, . but needed a lawgiver such as Russia found 
in Peter the Great. But party-spirit and foreign influence 
once more obtained the upper hand, and thus Sweden's last 
efforts of conquest, under Charles the Twelfth, were expended 
in destroying Poland. After the conquest of Poland by 
Charles the Twelfth, and the use he made of his victory, the 
seeds of anarchy were scattered more widely than ever, and 
struck deeper roots than ever in that nation. At the same 
time Sweden ruined herself by the unequal struggle, and with 
Sweden's downfall the ascendancy and greatness of Russia 
were insured. That that ascendancy became peimanent 
was the work of Peter the Great. As the victorious Eugene, 
the restorer of Austria and of European freedom, stands 
alone in the history of the southern and western states, whose 
affairs he surveyed with such a piercing glance and so wisely 
directed, for he was not less great in true statesmanship than 
in war, even so Peter the Great rises up • before us, the 
creator and founder of a new empire, the benefactor of the 
north. The history of that period is rich and full of life, 
because not one man alone was all in all, but several men of 
the first order simultaneously co-operated from different 
quarters to invoke that glorious apparition of modern civil- 
ized Europe. In the single admission ^that he was a despot 
we can sum up all that was censurable in Peter. But in a 
state where, as in several Sclavonian countries of the north^ 
an irregular, despotic aristocracy was the only existing con- 



278 LBGTUBES ON MODERN HISTORT. 

atitutioD, it may be leasonablj aaked whether^ in order to 
attain internal strength, nnity, and an appropriate efficient 
constitntion, anything else can in the first instance be sub- 
stituted than a monarchy, which in the outset was obliged to 
be despotic also. 

A despotism of this kind, that is adapted and fitting for a 
state of barbarism, has this advantage, that in after-times, as 
the subsequent history of Russia proves, it is possible to 
mitigate at least the original severity. This is not the case 
when desipotism is not founded on barbarism, but has sprung 
out of anarchy, out of the dissolution of all laws, morals, and 
principles, as with the.tyranta of degenerate Rome. Here, 
when the despotic power relaxes its grasp, no- mitigation is to 
be looked for, but only fresh revolutions and convulsions. 

Through internal amelioration did the growth of Russia's 
external aggrandizement first become really productive and 
lasting, and because this was Peter's first object has he been 
called the Great. It was especially beneficial to Russia that 
Holland and England were taken as her immediate models in 
the career of civilization, for all naval affairs, for navigation 
and commerce ; that a sudden acquisition of outward splen- 
dour was not aimed at, but that this was best insured to future 
times by the solid foundation of the useful arts. It was further 
of advantage that in later times, with the higher French culture, 
the German also, the action of which on all ranks was far more 
universal, gained access and influence. The French refinement, 
on the other hand, that emanated entirely from the court and 
the capital, was chiefiy adapted to the higher ranks. Its 
exclusive prevalence might have easily occasioned a separation, 
alike injurious to the state and to the national mind, between 
a thoroughly rude and barbarous people and a small number 
of nobles, who, enervated by revelling in foreign refinement, 
would feel themselves strangers in their own country.. 

Through very different means, than those by which the 
Russian empire had been founded, was Hungary (enriched as 
she had been from old times by German and Italian civiliza- 
tion) to be restored to her pristine greatness, after all the 
losses and ravages she had sustained under the Turkish 
yoke. From the abundance ' of her internal resources this 
restoration had been indeed easy, if the difierences in religion, 
the parties thereby produced, and the prevailing mistrust, had 
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not here, as in Germany, thrown obstacles in the way of im- 
proyement and of progress in civilization. Hence that fine 
country did not reap the fruits of Eugene's yictories till long 
afterwards, and chiefly under the mild, actiye, reforming, and 
benevolent reign of Charles the Sixth. It has been said in 
censure of Leopold the First, that by the severity to which he 
was led by his firm adherence to the ancient faith, he only 
increased the religious differences, as well as those obsta<;les, 
which prevented what had been so gloriously reconquered 
from being turned immediately to the advantage of the state 
in that degree, which might otherwise have been well ex- 
pected from its internal resources and the fresh impulse 
given to its energies. This censure is in general not alto- 
gether unfounded. Although principles should remain un- 
changed by external events, and should be the same in all 
times, yet the maxims by which they are applied and carried 
out must unavoidably vary with times and circumstances. 
Hence if the constismcy of Ferdinand the Second, in the 
very heat of a terrible contest, is justly admirable, yet a 
like severity in later times cannot be deemed suitable. 
Some virtues are unfolded on the day of battle ; others when 
the contending powers have stretched forth the hand of. 
reconciliation to each other. What would have become of 
Europe, of Germany, of Austria, had a less resolute emperor 
than Ferdinand the Second been opposed to the victorious 
Gustavus Adolphus, to. the onset of insurgent nations, barba- 
rized in temper, to the unruly and excited ambition of so many 
individual princes and generals ? A yielding spirit, an 
unseasonable clemency, would only have aggravated the 
evil and have ruined the cause. But it was venr different 
when a final religious peace had been concluded, and was 
recognised by all Europe. Now was the time to conciliate 
minds more and more, to evince a spirit of mutual for- 
bearance, and to unfold the principles of toleration. If we 
be not contented with this general view here laid down, but 
seek to examine details, we shall find that, on the whole, 
the conduct of the emperor is fully justifiable, and that 
the original cause of the unhappy occurrences in Hungary 
during his reign is to be sought for in the proceedings of the 
opposite party. The opposition party here took the danger- 
ous course of an alliance with foreign powers, with Fiance 
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and Turkey, a oonrse as repugnant to the national dignitTy 
unity, and welfare, as it was hostile to the court itself. 
Fortunate was it, therefore, that other principles soon pre- 
vailed, and that, by the policy of Charles the Sixth, concord 
was permanently restor^ between king and people. To 
him and to the salutary influence of his internal administra- 
tion upon the public mind, a^ well as upon the material pros- 
perity of the country, a large share is due of that love of the 
Hungarian nation' for his heir, Maria Theresa,— -of that 
glorious development of national energy that, at the moment 
when that empress was encircled with foes, and seemed 
abandoned by idl, saved the old imperial throne. 

The renovated power of Austria was the first buttress of 
European freedom ; the second was founded by King Wil- 
liam, who, though with slender resources, by his steadfast 
sagacity overcame the ascendancy of Lewis in England, a 
country he saved and regenerated. The religious zeal of the 
Protestants had an essential share in William's undertaking, 
and in his success, not only in preserving Holland independ- 
ent, but in liberating England by a strong reaction from the 
French influence to which, under the last Stuarts, she was 
subjected. The position of the Catholics in Eugland, on the 
whole, and many individual proceedings during the reaction 
and revolution, were by no means compatible with perfect 
justice, or even with mutual forbearance and toleration. 
This revolution was not, however, a matter of religion only ; 
that was but a co-operating power ; the chief motive was ever 
resistance to the growing encroachments of Lewis. Austria 
was therefore justified in allying herself, without reference to 
religion, with the chief Protestant power, in order to preserve 
the freedom of Europe, although she never entertained even 
the wish (after the example of French policy) to support or 
encourage the Huguenots in the interior of France. This 
new alliance between the freest Protestant and the most 
legitimate Catholic power even contributed more than any- 
thing else to develop the principles of religious toleration, 
and. to difl'use a spirit of mutual forbearance in all the rela- 
tions between European states. The beneficial influence of 
this new system was manifested even in the humane method 
of carrying oh war. How much do the cruelties, the rancour, 
the devastations of the thirty years' war, contrast with the 
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nicer seDse of honoar, the recognition of moral principles and 
relations, that mutually prerailed in the war of the Spanish 
succession ! Unhappil j we must add, ' that this moderation, 
based upon a nice sense of honour, that reminds us of the 
influence of the spirit of the olden chivalrj, gradually 
declined in almost every one of the subsequent wars of the 
eighteenth century, and that finally this last beneficial veil 
of outward decorum was torn from the horrors of war. 

The political relations of Europe, and the negotiations for 
peace at the commencement of the eighteenth century, were 
not indeed based on the firm foundation of perfect juiftice ; 
but the prevailing spirit in them was at least moderation, 
a moderation more generally recognised, and becoming more 
dominant than hitherto. The principle generally adopted 
and followed in the treaties of peace was to aim at mutual 
contentment by a moderate gratification of all, only avoiding 
with the utmost care any preponderance dangerous to the 
balance of power. This necessarily led to the overthrow of 
that very liaJance, for under such a system of dealing with 
the afi&irs and relations of Europe, it was easy to foresee, that 
the smaller states would more and more be sacrificed to the 
gratification of the larger ones. Under such a system, 
Europe would become divided, if not in name, yet in fact, 
between a few large states ; or if the weights in the scales 
were, too often changed, and moved hither and thither, 
chance could suddenly intervene, depress the scale on one 
side, and thus destroy the artificial balance for ever. 

Although this apparently mild policy of the balance of 
power, guided by moderation and equity, thus contained in 
itself the germ of its own destruction ; yet we readily admit 
that next to perfect justice, as the highest good, and one 
hard to be attained by men, moderation is the next best 
thing, and we are only too often pained at its absence. It 
must also be acknowledged as a great good, when only the 
outward forms of moderation are observed and respected 
in human afiairs ; and unquestionably much is gained, when 
every decided injustice in international relations meets with 
as much opposition as it did at that time. According to this 
view, the condition of the states of Europe, from the reno- 
vation of Austria,' the raising of the siege of Vienna, and the 
great reaction in England under King William, down to the 
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time of Maxia Theresai moat always appear as one of the 
better epochs of history, especially if compared with that 
immediately preceding or shortly after following it 

For Europe this was a prosperous epoch ; for Austria it was 
and is the most glorious* By the great Eugene, and by the 
like-minded, high-aspiring emperor Joseph the First, the old 
lofty idea of Austria was again set forth to the world in all 
its splendour ; and in respect to geographical situation and 
relations, her more modem outline, formed alter the concep- 
tion of Eugene, was perhaps more fortunate and more. ad- 
vantageous thaA even in the time of Charles the FiftL 
The idea of Austria was that of a power, whose misaon 
above all it was — ^in close union with all other states, and 
aiming at grand and general objects, to the utter exclusion of 
all narrow principles of a petty and selfish policy — ^to be the 
centre of all civilized European states, to protect the ancient 
dignity and freedom of Germany and Italy, and in general 
to uphold universal justice throughout Europe. 

llie many great acquisitions which Austria fairly won, she 
now maintained by her victorious arms; but in a political 
sense, those acquisitions were to be cultivated, and by further 
improvement raised to a state of mature prosperity. Hence 
a government directing its chief attention to internal ad- 
ministration and well-being, such as the emperor Charles the 
Sixth's, was incontestably tho most desirable and most bene- 
ficial To this object, as long as he reigned, he devoted all 
his energies: he who in his youth had displayed in Spain 
and Barcelona such fiery activity, such steadrast, inflexible 
courage. It b to be regretted that he was often drawn away 
from this his favourite object by the manifold foreign rela- 
tions, which the nice calculation of the balance of power 
among the different states rendered ever more complex and 
entangled. The more unfortunate occurrences towards the 
end of his reign are chiefly attributable to an error that 
several sovereigns of his house committed ; the error of rely- 
ing and basing his plans upon the treaties solemnly accepted, 
ratified, and sworn to by the other powers, much more than 
was deemed prudent by the sagacious Eugene, or than the 
result showed to be desirable. The first flourishing times of 
Eugene must be altogether regarded as the golden age of 
modem history. The alliance of the maritime powers with 
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Austria constitated, what indeed ought to be always the 
oonstitution of Europe, a true European confederacy lor the 
maintenance of universal freedom and justice. But it came 
to pass only too soon, that this high idea was understood but 
by a few. Under Walpole's influence, and in the latter years 
of Charles the Sixth, the fluctuations of a dead balance of^ 
power were already substituted for the former high principle 
of confederacy and enthusiasm for European freedom and 
ciyilization. The perilous game of allianoes perpetuaUy and 
capriciously changed, such as preceded the war of the 
Austrian succession, marks the first stage of moral dissolution 
in all the existing relations of Europe. 

Under the delusire veil of a dominant ceremonious morality, 
the internal decay of honour and of all principle was great 
and universal throughout Europe. Of this the conduct of the 
governments, especially of the German princes, on the dieath 
of Charles the Sixth, furnishes proofs, such as no reflecting 
mind can contemplate even at this day without pain and in- 
dignation. The heroic steadfastness, however, whereby Maria 
Theresa overcame all dangers, and maintained the dignity 
of her ancient throne, is too fresh and living in the memory 
of all the well-disposed to require any new description. Of 
all royal ladies, who in ancient or modem times have de- 
fended a throne with honour and dignity, it were not easy to 
find one, except Isabella of Castile, who, in all feminine and 
princely virtues as queen and mother of her people, can be 
placed at her side. Her actions best refute the policy of the 
Salic law, which excludes women from the throne. As a 
visible, living justice, to impersonate the law, to bear in them- 
selves the unity of their people, such is the divine mission 
of kings. But as nature herself, in many touching examples, 
teaches us that nothing can surpass the power of a mothers 
love, in preserving and defending her children ; so also his- 
tory points out to us times and situations, in which this divine 
justice may be best upheld and made efficient by the strength 
of female virtue, by the true and tender feelings of a mother, 
combined with the sentiments and principles of a princely 
soul. 

To seize all Europe, the world with all its relations at a 
glance, like Charles the Fifth, — ^this, the mission of a true 
emperor— -Maria Theresa may have been unable to tnlSL 
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Well did she deserve, howeyer, to be called a king, as the 
&ithful Hungarians styled her, even by her masculine firm- 
ness. As mother of her people she will be honoured even in 
their latest memory. 

Let us now turn from the general state of Europe^ and 
from that of Austria, which had again become the centre 
thereof to cast a glance at the internal condition of Germany, 
and at some productions of intellectual culture, which exerted 
an important moral influence. 

Despite the state of weakness, to which Germany was 
reduced after the peace of Westphalia, during the latter half 
of the seventeenth century, yet, from the abundance of her 
internal resources, she soon after rallied. Even at the end of 
the seventeenth century, when all the German princes hurried 
to the rescue of Vienna, the national spirit of Germany dis- 
played itself with a strength and dignity, that we could 
scarcely have expected at that period. The position which 
Germany held in Europe during the eighteenth century was 
very important, and in many respects the most commanding. 
Although most of her petty principalities, conformably with 
the constitution, were permanently kept on a peace-footing and 
defenceless, and thus more than half of her strength remained 
unapplied aud undeveloped ; yet, so great were her internal 
resources, that of the four great military powers of Europe, two 
belonged to Germany. Among many evils the war of the 
Austrian succession, and the seven years' war had at least this 
one good effect, that the military forces of Austria and Prussia 
were, through their mutual struggle, brought to such a 
degree of strength and perfection, that each of them singly 
was equal to any other power, and the two united would 
have been superior to all. Even in this respect Germany 
appeared once more in the eighteenth century, as in earlier 
times, the most powerful state of Europe. Her external 
splendour and influence were apparently at least increased by 
so many neighbouring kingdoms falling under the sovereignty 
of German families. On one of the first thrones of Europe, 
— in England, an ancient German house reigned with undis- 
turbed security ; in Poland the rule of the dukes of Saxony, 
though subject to vicissitudes, was brilliant. In Sweden, and 
still earlier in Denmark, a German family mounted the 
throne; in Itussia also the reigning dynasty, although still 
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bearing its ancient name, became in reality, by repeated inter- 
marriages, German. But it was not a matter of dynasties 
only ; German modes of thinking, the German language and 
literature, acquired strong influence in Russia and Denmark, 
from their possessing German provinces, and in England, too, 
from the like cause, found at least a point of contact. How im- 
portant, how beneficial would not German influence haye been 
upon Europe, if all the germs of good, actually subsisting by 
reason of these adyantages, had been cultivated and developed ! 
In the heart of Germany one of the chief princely houses, that 
of Prussia, by taking watchful advantage of external circum- 
stances and by the energetic application of internal resources, 
raised itself to the royal dignity and speedily also to royal 
power. With less success did Bavaria, after the commence- 
ment of the eighteenth century, aim sometimes at the Spanish 
crown, and sometimes at the imperial dignity. Many of the 
German princes also were distinguished by brilliant intellectual 
powers. But all this outward show produced no real advan- 
tages, and had no beneficial influence, — the ambition of the 
princes was injurious to their country. England's connection 
with Hanover was not of a kind to be desirable to her, or 
truly beneficial in its consequences to Europe. The sove- 
reignty of the Saxon family in Poland only served to increase 
the materials of discord and distrust in Europe and even in 
Germany. That Prussia, which h^d the most contributed 
utterly to destroy the old constitution of Germany, ever by 
her fluctuating policy prevented the substitution of a new 
and better system ; tibat the ambition of Bavaria more tban 
once brought misfortune upon Germany, — the history of the last 
century teaches us only too plainly. Even Prussia's greatness 
was in itself excessive for a mere membeir of the empire, still 
more by the manner in which it was acquired was the Ger- 
man constitution shaken to its very foundations. When the 
whole of Northern Germany under the influence of Prussia 
and England separated from the emperor and the empire, in 
the seven years' war, that constitution was really dissolved 
and destroyed, a total separation seemed scarce avoidable. 
The very power, however, which first occasioned the division, 
by its never slumbering distrust, and by its hesitation at the 
decisive moment, prevented the separation from becoming 
complete, which perhaps in more than one respect might 
have been the most advantageous course.- 
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To the character also and the mind of the nation the ambi- 
tious efforts of the German princes were injurious, and the 
more so from their so often seeking profit and fame in 
foreign connections. After the treaty of Westphalia the 
career of the German mind was unchangeably marked out 
The old military power possessed by the nation in former 
times was restrained and fettered by countless bonds, the 
greater part of its internal resources were rendered unayail- 
able. trhether ever a great employment of these resources 
should be again made, depended on the good or evil dispo- 
ation of the princes, upon their being animated and guided 
by a noble lore of glory or by yulgar ambition. It may also 
well be asked, whether the exclusive passion for military fi^me 
and influence was or might hare been the most desirable for 
our country, or the most beneficial to Europe. Commerce and 
maritime power had taken another direction, the manuilELC- 
turing industry of the Germans was still as oyer, admirable in 
details ; but whether it were erer possible to regain the ad- 
vantages, which foreign countries had drawn from the mis- 
fortunes of Germany, must have appeared in the eighteenth 
century, as it still does, very doubtful. After her military 
power was cramped, her commerce diverted, and her manu- 
factures thereby crippled, scarcely any career save the internal 
one of knowledge remained open to her restless, indefatigable 
industry — a quality which no enemy has ever denied to the 
German nation. To seek knowledge with unwearied fidelity, 
to gather learning of every kind, became now the character- 
istic aim, object, and calling of the German mind. Imme- 
diately after the treaty of Westpbalia, this tendency is per- 
ceptible ; but the after-effects of such a desolating war of 
necessity paralyzed not only material prosperity, but mind 
itself. Subsequently, when the energies of the country began 
to revive, it was of still more injurious consequence, that the 
ambition of the princes was turned towards foreign countries, 
and that a new civil war divided Germany in the long contest 
between Austria and Prussia. More than other nations, how- 
ever, did the Germans display activity in this direction ; and 
even after the dissolution of their national unity, German 
science and art exerted a European influence. And if this 
literature has never hitherto been used and applied by any of 
the great German sovereigns, as it might have been, yet its 
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effects will abide down to the remotest times. This restless, 
unwearied search for knowledge is the characteristic merit of 
the intellectual culture of the Germans. The intrinsic excel- 
lence of French literature, in its peculiar perfection — ^in the 
forms of language, and in viyid ezpressiyeness-^is bj no 
means neutralized by the one-sided principles of some, or bjr 
its arrogant misuse bj others ; eyen so little is the variety and 
the solidity of knowledge, which distinguish thia scientific and 
learned class in Germany abore all other countries in Europe, 
neutralized by its palpable want of unity, or from such learn- 
ing not at once appearing practical, and capable of immediate 
application to life. These defects in the intellectual culture of 
the Germans have hitherto originated more in their political 
circumstances than in the character of the national mind itself. 
The schism in religion, and the diyision into seyeral states also, 
could not fail to excnrt an influence oyer mental cultiyation. 
The weakness, the insignificance into which a great portion of 
the smaller German principalities had sunk, could produce no 
other result than a total indifference, eyen a certain contempt, 
for all that concerned the state and public life. Hence the 
exclusiye tendency of the German mind towards science ; its 
inclination to employ itself earnestly with the remotest objects, 
while the most inunediate appeared so often urgently to need 
aid, and to require undiyided attention. 

Was it surprising that when the relations of the political 
constitution and of public life were so confined, a like spirit 
should at first preyail in science ? That the &ult lay in cir- 
cumstances and not in the nature of the national intellect, is 
eyinced by many indications. Eyen in the first period of 
weakness after the unhappy peace of Westphalia, Germany in 
Leibnitz could point to a man such as hardly any other country 
could at that time boast of. Like Hugo Grotius at an earlier 
period, he was a European scholar by the extent of his connec- 
tions, the scope of his learning, and the influence he exercised. 
Although he generally wrote in Latin according to old cus- 
tom, and also in French occasionally, and only once proyed 
how admirably he could handle the German language when 
he chose, yet he belongs, neyerthcless, not to Europe only, but 
emphatically to Germany, by the especial influence he there 
exercised, by the nature and quality of his mind, and by the 
epoch to which he belonged, and to which he was indebted for 
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his training. He flourislied in that brilliant and happy epoch, 
the age of Engene, when, by the alliance between England and 
Austria,' uniyersal freedom was maintained, a new spirit of tole* 
ration diffused, and minds, especially in Germany, aroused once 
more and stimulated. . Great was Leibnitz by the vast scope of 
his knowledge, and still more by the use and employment he 
made of it. He it was who chiefly, nay almost alone, laboured 
to defend religion and to reyiye true philosophy, by combating 
the false philosophy and intellectual opposition which had al- 
ready begun to raise its head, and which undermined faith in the 
first instance, and then all principles, morals, and institutions. 
This was precisely what the age most needed. If Leibnitz 
alone was unable wholly to avert the headlong torrent of infi- 
delity and of intellectual anarchy and desolation, yet his 
great services must not therefore be underrated. His only 
defect, perhaps, was one which subsequently was general in 
the intellectual culture of the Germans. The too miscellaneous 
nature of his studies, the vast variety of his knowledge and 
learned pursuits were injurious to their strength and unity. 
His character, the use he made of his genius and his learning, 
may perhaps be best explained by a parallel drawn from the 
history of his own age. If it is allowable to compare men in 
such different spheres of action, and to place the thinker in 
juxtaposition with those two illustrious Austrian generals, 
who so admirably denote the spirit of their times, and the 
degree of strength to which Germany was gradually again 
rising ; if this is allowable, then would Leibnitz, as a scholar 
and philosopher, have far more of the wary art of Montecu- 
culi than of the daring greatness of his exalted friend and 
patron Eugene. 

Poets and orators belong to their language and country, 
scholars in general only to science itself. A few, however, 
from their great influence on their age, or as the type and sum 
of its modes of thinking, belong not only to their nation, but 
to the world at large, and to the whole human race. Thinkers 
and scholars of this universal influence were in antiquity, 
Plato and Aristotle, and in the middle ago in Germany, Al- 
bertus Magnus. Of historians and publicists there was among 
the Romans Tacitus ; and in the flourishing age of Italian 
literature, Machiavelli, not less distinguished by his daring 
genius than by the pernicious influence of his writings. After 
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the schism in religion, Hugo Grotius and Leibnitz were the 
greatest and the first to rise high above the confusion and the 
•contentions of their time to a more comprehensive and pure 
philosophy of life, of law, and of faith. 

Not less, although not in so favourable a sense, do the 
names of some French writers of the eighteenth century 
belong to general history. They formed at first a mere sci- 
entific opposition party, which was long gradually maturing, 
before it at last burst forth. What was the ultimate tendency 
of this party could not well be doubtful, when Helvetius amid 
general approbation represented a selfish sensuality, as the 
only reasonable creed, and all else to be mere prejudice ; when 
Diderot, as the founder and centre of a society of authors, 
of whom many wrote anonymously, preached up undisguised 
Atheism^ They attacked not only the Christian, or revealed 
religion in general, but also natural religion itself with a singu- 
larly passionate hatred, but yet systematically and not with- 
out a delusive appearance of historical learning. Yet more 
pernicious perhaps than the influence of those two writers, 
was that of Rousseau and Yoltaire, precisely because they 
possessed higher qualities and greater talents. The captivating 
oloquence of the former was well calculated to seize on the 
hearts of the more generous. The wit, the poetic gifts, the 
variety of literary styles and of learning possessed by the 
latter contributed the more to diffuse the new revolutionary 
mode of thinking among the higher classes of society, aS 
through him the new opinions were, in the form at least in 
which they were conveyed, connected with the older French 
literature, tbat was still so valued by the nation. Difierent 
as were otherwise their views, a destructive mode of thinking, 
subversive of all faith, morals, and social principles as well as 
of government, was common to them both. And how great 
was not the number of writers, besides the leading ones above 
named, who sought to difi'use the new doctrines by every 
mode of inculcation ! Since the time when a host of sophists 
suddenly arose among the most refined nation of antiquity, 
and by brilliant eloquence, by wit, and the new arts of 
dialectic acuteness, held up to ridicule not only the creed and 
religious rites of the people, but also the purer doctrines of 
the philosophers, and even all morality and justice ; so that in 
a short time the education and modes of thinking, even tho 
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whole social organization, of the Greeks were changed, and 
thereby the downfall of their freedom brought about; — since 
that time, a like spectacle, such as was now exhibited iu 
France, had scarcely been seen. 

The political influence, therefore, of the literature and philo- 
sophy of France in the eighteenth century, the direction which 
pubho opinion then took, became more and more dangerous from 
day to day. Ycry different was the case in England. Despite 
the agreement of many of their first principles, and although 
the English writers were often the source, whence the French 
party hostile to religion and the state drew their opinions ; yet 
there, although appearances were similar, a totally different 
direction was taken. A kind of legal constitution, — a certain 
constitutional limitation, was introduced into the intellectual 
culture, the literature, and philosophy of England, as existed 
in her Qoyemment itself. The general feeling for the national 
well-being and for the principles necessary for its maintenance, 
placed all contending energies even in this intellectual and 
apparently free department in a steady equipoise, retained 
them there, and arerted any dangerous outbreaks of a gene- 
laJW pernicious and rerolutionary mode of thinking. Hence 
in England no such general moral dissolution could take place 
as in France. Whenever the growth of scepticism seemed to 
threaten danger to the chief buttresses of all social institutions, 
the principles of morality and justice, patriotic feeling was 
aroused, if not to strike at the root of the evil by deeper 
science, yet externally to support and uphold the quaking 
foundations of morality and religion by the assumption of some 
probability or hypothesis, so that the fabric of social life 
might not fall to the ground. 

What the majority of the thinkers and scholars, or rather 
the national genius itself, had effected in England, Kant alone 
sought to bring about in Germany. He aimed at giving to 
scientific modes of thinking a permanent form and a consti- 
tution, as it were, such as would be conformable to the 
general well-being in all that concerns higher knowledge, life, 
and man. An attempt like this necessarily &iled in Ger- 
many. Kant's philosophy, however, had at least the merit 
of counteracting the undisguised atheistical spirit and in- 
fluence of the modem French literature, and at once directing 
attention to Leibnitz and the older and better philosophy in 
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general. Yet in many points tlie doctrines of tbe German 
philosophers were not un&vonrable to the destrnctiye prin- 
ciples of the age. This will surprise no one who examines 
them closely. To him it will be eyident that, despite all 
apparent reyerence for experimental knowledge and his faith 
in the supernatural, the inward spirit of this philosophy, 
under a somewhat different form, is no other than that giddy 
rationalism, which has shown itself to be the uniyersal malady 
of the eighteenth century. Only in the German philosopher 
the eyil issues deeper from the root, and has been deyeloped 
into a far more scientific form. The founder of this philo* 
sophy himself, indeed, endeaVoured in some degree to impose 
restraints upon this rationalistic fanaticism, and to set up 
certain constitutional limits, but the attempt was yain. It. 
the passiye condition of the greater part of Germany, in the 
absence of a compact constitution, and a united and energetic 
national spirit, nothing could be remoter from the national 
mind and the state of public opinion in Germany, than those 
constitutional limiti^ which, through 2> sense of public utility 
and national well-being, liaye mainttiined the literature and 
philosophy of the English in an equipbise that may be tolerated. 
On the other hand, eyen if the worst doctrines of French 
philosophy found some adherents in Germany, they neyer 
effected here any immediate practical eyil. As here intellec- 
tual culture and modes of thinking took no political direction 
whateyer, a certain indifference rather to eyerything externa], 
a certain impartiality of yiews, became preyalent In this 
there was undoubtedly a risk of our becoming' too readily 
reconciled to anything, too quickly content with anything, 
were we only free to giye it a form of our own, and of being 
hence unable to offer a firm internal resistance to any domi- 
nant opinion imposed by external circumstances or by force. 
From the rationalistic fanaticism, no such destrnctiye reyolu- 
tionary frenzy could spring up in Germany as in France ; 
but at the most, the anarchy which the circumstances of the 
times had already engendered, more and more preyailed in 
modes of thinking. A sort of philosophic yoluptnousness has 
become the peculiar characteristio of the German mind. It 
is not that our literature is deficient in soul, or in moral 
iSensibility, but only in strength and ninty, unless altered 
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circumstances, with the awakened sense of our wants, shall 
introduce those qualities. 

In the eighteenth century, philosophic modes of thinking 
exercised such great, such universal, and visible influence, 
even upon external history, upon the career and the destiny 
of states and nations, that this brief notice will certainly not 
appear misplaced. 

In public opinion lay one deep cause of a general con- 
vulsion in Europe ; and after the evil had reached a certain 
height, that convulsion could scarcely be averted. The 
other cause for revolution was in the change of the principles 
of policy in France, and in the new political relations of 
Germany, whose power was not less great than the rivalries 
in its bosom had been dangerous. The first preludes to the 
approaching outbreak were the suppression of the society of 
the Jesuits, the partition of Poland, and the American war. 
The flames first burst forth in the Netherlands and in HoI> 
land, precisely the countries where the political system of the 
eighteenth century took its origin, and was founded. The 
centre of all the greater events of that century is the well- 
known change in Austrian policy. Instead of the old 
alliance with England, which was the foundation of the 
glorious era of Eugene, a league with France was entered 
into after the plan of Prince Kaunitz. By this important 
event all the subsequent occurrences of the eighteentli cen- 
tury are to be explained; nay, even to understand the pre- 
>ceding ones aright, and in all their influence and eflects, wo 
must ever keep in mind the great change in public aflairs 
brought about by that treaty. 

f To judge by results, the system of Prince Kaunitz appears, 
in many respects, pernicious. But it needs only a glance at 
the other European powers to show how entirely it sprang 
out of the then existing situation of Europe. The political 
system in France had, in like manner, been totally changed. 
Many French writers are inclined to regard the whole 
eighteenth century down to the revolution, as an epoch of 
progressive decay of French power. They are right in re- 
spect to the corruption of public opinion ; there is much also 
to support their view, if we take the strength of their mili- 
tary land-force as the only standard ; and even the court- 
intrigues, which in France became matters of notoriety,, were 
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a symptom of weakness. But we shall jbrm a yery difTerent 
judgment, if we look less to the external military fame than 
to the internal well-being and industrial prosperity. If, how- 
ever, in the latter part of the eighteenth century, decay is 
plainly visible in more than one branch of the national 
economy, yet the cause thereof did not lie in the new political 
system itself, but only in the inability to carry it out alto- 
gether successfully; it was, in fact, a failure. Lewis the 
Fourteenth's protracted wars of conquest utterly ruined in- 
ternal prosperity; hence the inclination of the court to a 
more pacific policy. It was not difficult to perceiye, and, 
indeed, the older French history furnishers abundant proof, 
that France could gain but little real advantage by conquest, 
and dominion over neighbouring countries; and that her 
internal prosperity depended solely on her acquiring maritime 
power, colonies, and an extensive share of commerce. To- 
wards this object the efforts of French policy were more and 
more directed during the eighteenth century. That in the 
pursuit of such an object, France would be led to the adoption 
of a hx more peaceful policy ; and would cease to be a con- 
quering state, as under Lewis the Fourteenth, was in the very 
nature of things. For the material well-being of Franco 
such a policy was unquestionably the best, and it would pro- 
bably have proved favourable to the peace of Europe, had it 
succeeded; had the system remained predominant. But it 
totally failed. England was at once taken as a model, and 
fought with as a rival. No happy frontier-line divided the 
possessions of the nations in the other quarters of the world, 
as was once the case with Portugal and Spain ; on the con- 
trary, the geographical intermixture of French and English 
colonies in the West Indies, in North America, and in the 
East Indies, furnished matter and occasion for perpetual dis- 
putes. The grasping enterprises of France, which appeared 
to have no other object than to seize upon the whole of 
North America, were the immediate occasion of the seven 
years' war, which was a double one, both by sea and land. 
At sea it proved decidedly unfortunate for France, and suc- 
cessful for England ; for Europe it had no other consequence 
than the recognition of Prussia by Kussia and Austria as one 
of the great powers of Europe, of which there were now four 
instead of three. 
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The efforts of France to acquire nayal power and com- 
mercial greatness failed, not only from England's superiority 
in resources of this kind, but from the fsuot also, that this new- 
system of mercantile enterprise was not well suited to the 
genius of the French. We need only scan the history of 
the French colonies written by their own writers, to perceive, 
at once, that the fickleness peculiar to the nation, as soon as 
it is left to itself, was the reason why their trade and colonies 
often again rapidly declined, or, at least, never attained 
that great and mature growth, which unflagging patience 
and persevering firmness conferred on the colonies and com- 
merce of the Spaniards, the Dutch, and the English. It was 
not difficult to foresee, too, that this striving after naval 
and commercial greatness, unquestionably suited, and perhaps 
necessary as it was to the prosperity of France, must needs 
bring about an essential change, not only in her foreign, but 
in her internal policy. What part of a state indeed remains 
uninfluenced by its commerce (if it be an extensive one) and 
by its colonies? Perhaps, with a commerce as large as 
France desired, even a change in the constitution could have- 
been scarcely avoided. But the government should not, with 
lax principles, have let a vague indefinite freedom spring up ; 
it ought to have grasped the helm of state with a vigorous 
hand, and have remoulded the national character, so far, at 
least, as the new system of policy required. On the other 
hand, as in England, while greater latitude of freedom is 
conceded, the strictness of ancient forms is, at the same time, 
more rigidly maintained, so also should the government 
have guided public opinion with vigour, have crushed the 
dangerous opposition, and have even introduced a searching 
reform, in order to avoid revolution. For this policy the go- 
vernment was too weak ; the new commercial system was the 
best adapted for the interests of the nation, but not the best 
suited to its character. The attempt to become a great com- 
mercial people had no successful result; the failure of the 
attempt was the immediate cause of the revolution, and the 
whole energy of the nation, after the great internal convul- 
sions, was thrown into wars of conquest. 

This was not to be foreseen. And who would not have 
gladly indulged the hope that in France, and consequently in 
Europe, a peaceable and equitable system would at last pre- 
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vail, not through the inclination or caprice of any sovereign 
alone, but through a new direction of the national energies. 

If we look to England, we shall find there too reasons 
enough to explain the new political system of Austria. The 
alliance between England and Ausma in Prince Eugene's 
time, was undoubtedly to be regarded as a natural, nay a 
necessary league for the maintenance of freedom in Europe. 
But had England always regarded it as such ? Had she not 
too often substituted mere mechanical ideas of the equality 
and balance of power for the moral principles of universal 
freedom and justice ? How much were not these &tal views 
laid open, even at the first peace, founded upon the glorious 
victories of Marlborough and Eugene ! How much had not 
England been at fault before Maria Theresa resolved to act 
upon the new principles ! The whole alliance, so glorious in its 
beginning, did not take such a turn as it ought to have done. 
Had England and Holland then become one power, or even 
one state, as at that epoch might have been easily effected by 
avoiding any violation of ancient forms, the influence of their 
power upon Europe would have been ha more beneficial. 
England needed some continental possession; but Haiiover 
could not adequately answer that end. Far from England 
becoming too powerful by such a union, France would rather 
then have found the means from the more dependent situa- 
tion of Holland of securing that commercial equality and 
freedom of the seas, which she aimed at in her new system. 
The decline of Holland was the immediato result of the non-' 
accomplishment of such a union, and the oppression of 
Holland the first fault which can be imputed to England. 
That England, after a completely successful war, allowed 
Spain to fall into dependence on France, may be to a certain 
degree excused by a concurrence of unfortunate accidents and 
circumstances. That she effected so little in the war of the 
Austrian succession, that she permitted the spoliation of that 
monarchy, whose maintenance and integrity should have been 
her first concern, betrayed the defects in her policy, other- 
wise so brilliant and successful. 

Would it not, however, have been better, if instead of 
wholly changing her system, Austria had sought to maintain 
peaceful and friendly relations with the two great continental 
powers, and in the contest with Prussia had relied on her own 
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Tesonrces alone? The majority may indeed so judge, now 
that subsequent history has proved more than ever, tliat Aus« 
tria is always strongest when she relies upon herself alone, and 
knows how to turn to full account her own resources. The 
king of Prussia, however, at the head of his army, was in 
truth a formidable foe ; and at a period, too, when Austria 
still keenly felt, the effects of many a loss, and "when her 
strength was not nearly so fully dilated or developed, as was 
afterwards the case. And would not one of those great 
powers, if not allied with Austria, have infallibly taken the 
field against her ? All these considerations are surely more 
than suffident to justify the empress Maria Theresa against 
the censures cast upon her for adhering to a system, the idea 
of which assuredly did not originate with her. Neither 
did she sanction the suppression of the Jesuits without much 
hesitation, nor the partition of Poland without unwillingness. 
The former occurrence might, nay, must have led, to most 
essential changes in the internal constitution of all Catholie 
states ; and by the latter a new policy in the international 
relations of Europe was established, which excited great ap- 
prehensions for the independence and security of all the 
smaller and weaker states. The period of stern, exclusive, 
all-ruling military power had now arrived ; a system which 
often paid but little attention to the rights and claims of the 
less powerful nations, and could net be brought to maturity 
without occasioning much harshness and manifold oppression 
even in internal policy. By Prussia was this system first 
devised, and by her chiefly brought about. It is to be re- 
garded as the second stage of that decomposition of Europe 
in the eighteenth century, which was now rapidly developing. 
As the first stage thereof we have before characterized the 
period, when a dead, artificial balance of power was made the 
substitute for the true European confederacy, that once existed 
for the maintenance of universal justice and political freedom. 
This period was denoted by the rapid alternation of alliances 
capriciously formed, and arbitrarily dissolved. 

A happier epoch seemed once more approaching. In the 
latter days of Maria Theresa, when the newly enkindled naval 
war between France and England was unable to disturb the 
peace of the continent; when even Prussia's reawakened 
warlike jealousy of Austria respecting Bavaria was still peace- 
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fully appeased ; whon the last king of France was ruling with 
a mildness hitherto unknown in that kingdom, and Prn8S]a^, 
countenancing a freedom of thought quite in accordance with 
the spirit of the times ; when from America, hejond the far 
seas, there resounded over to Europe the news of a young 
repuhlic there flourishing in freedom, together with the ad- 
mired names of a Franklin and a Washington — ^when the 
resources of ciyilized Europe, that had been gathering np 
during the long peace, were producing general prosperity ;— 
when after Maria Theresa's happy reign the Emperor Joseph'? 
bold reforms and changes in the first years of his government 
were opening still wider prospects to view ; — in these times 
all hearts gave themselves up to the most boundless hopes of 
universal felicity for the human race, of a new glorious period 
under the empire of reason, and of unceasing progress in per- 
fection and enlightenment; all the military and political 
evils heretofore endured, were now to disappear for ever. 
Yet it was but a delusive hope, and the then apparently 
happy state of Europe was only that dangerous calm that 
often precedes the outbreak of a fearful storm. Even in the 
latter years of the emperor Joseph the Second occurred the 
first symptoms of the third and most dangerous crisis in the 
moral dissolution of Europe, — namely that of anarchy and of 
the revolt of nations. 

From his circumstances and position, power, and innate 
faculties of mind, there was no monarch in Europe but the 
emperor Joseph the Second, whose mission it so eminently was 
to encounter the great contest of the age, and with a powerful 
hand to guide the changes now almost inevitable so as to 
insure general well-being. Yet of all the reflections, for 
which the history of his eventful life furnishes matter, not 
one so much presses itself on a thoughtful mind as the ques- 
tion, why a successful result so rarely crowned the designs of 
the emperor Joseph, his most eager wishes, and most strenuous 
efforts ? 

Before we attempt to answer this question, as far as history 
enables us, we shall take permission to pause for a few 
moments to express the feelings, with which the prospect 
of the approaching catastrophe fills us. 

Mutable and transitory is universal dominion. From iter 
primitive seat, on the great rivers of Asia ; in the rich valleya 
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and hills of Persia,— it passed to the joyous, artistic people of 
Greece ; thence to graye Borne, ia the centre of lorely Italy ; 
afterwards eren more northward to the Germans, to Austria, 
and to Spain, to Fiance, England, and Bussia. States dis- 
appear ; the most powerful often bear within themselves, from 
their yery origin, the germ of their own decay. Even nations 
change, although the time is passed, when wholly new ones 
arise. The life of man only remains ever the same as it was 
in the beginning ; his true life, — ^namely, the life of inward 
feeling. To-day as a thousand years ago, the unconscious 
beauty of the child is the type of a purer existence than 
the earthly one ; youth still feels itself seized with a soft 
melancholy feeling of uncompreheuded love and anticipating 
hope. When t^s transitory bloom has passed away, an 
immense longing for restless action oyerpowers the breast of 
the man, not from idle vanity, not for the mere sake of a 
name, but from the full consciousness of power and the need 
to exercise and employ it. The events of the world thwart 
•—accident interrupts the greatest plans ; misfortune at last 
outwearies even the stead&st, death or difference of senti- 
ments separates friends. The best thing that is left for the 
mind of man, when he has enjoyed the riches of nature 
even to satiety, when he has been sufficiently exercised and 
proved by battling with the world, is in the evening of life 
to attain knowledge; to see that clearly now, which had 
strengthened and guided him as an obscure feeling in the 
longings of his youth, and as a lofty faith in the more active 
career of manhood. This alone, — the development of the 
inward mental fieusulties, is life ; it becomes a more energetic 
and redoubled feeling, when many co-operate in such a life, 
and when this spiritual activity is not that of an indi- 
vidual, but of a whole family and large society. This life 
does not exist for the sake of the state and its artificial insti- 
tutions, and as the mere material and instrument thereof, but 
rather is the state itself to be chiefly valued as good and 
useful for the sake of the development of that spiritual life in 
which, and not in itself, it has its object. If we look to the im- 
mediate object of the state, — it is unquestionably justice. Yet 
if, in reference to this object alone, we compare the situatioa 
of things in artificial states with the state of freedom, not 
snoh as some have fabled it to be, but such as it still exists 
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in some countries of Asia, and formerly prevailed in the 
greater part of Europe, — the state of things, where eveiy one 
exercises his rights as his own master according to his sense of 
honour, to the hallowed customs of patriarchal authority, of 
hospitality, and even of the blood-feud, — ^if we thus compare 
them it may seem doubtful which state is to be preferred as 
regards the interests of justice or of individual welfare — the 
state of freedom or the artificial state. The latter generally 
attains its object but imperfectly, prevents indeed, or severely 
punishes the pettier evils of individual wrong, but introduces 
on the other hand evils of greater magnitude and of a more 
oppressive and destructive nature. What outweighs, how- 
ever, all these evils and brings us to consider large and arti- 
ficial states as salutary for mankind, is their necessity for 
the growth of all higher civilization. How had this been . 
possible without that communion of earlier and later ages, of 
different nations, of remote countries, by which mankind first 
became a connected whole? Large, artificial states a<M;omplish 
this, and thereby compensate for the other evils which they 
introduce. All else that is good and great,^-every enjoy- 
ment and every feeling of life, is also possible in a state of 
freedom, except knowledge, which is accumulative. The. 
mind of no one man of itself, and isolated, has ever been 
capable of discovering truth! The whole of the past, and- 
much of the present acts upon each individual, although, 
unconsciously, as soon as he enters within the circle of know-, 
ledge. Hence the necessity and the wholesomeness of the 
state lie not in what seems to be its immediate object, but in 
its remoter effects. It answers the higher invisible object of 
intellectual communion, the threads of which extend from the 
very beginning of the world's history, throughout all changes 
of condition and time, even to the final extinction of the 
human race. It is with mankind at large, as with the indi- 
vidual, with the world's history, as witb life itself, the begin- 
ning and the end are dark, the middle alone is clear. As no 
one can remember the first awakening of his own conscious- 
ness ; as the moment of final dissolution, often as we have 
contemplated it in others ; and how it appears in some fearful, 
in others painful, as was their life ; in others sublime as a 
visible transfiguration, — ^yet ever remains to ourselves a. 
mystery, — so can no human eye penetrate to the beginning of, 
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history, or to the remoter future thereof. Yet we need but 
extend our view but a little beyond the ages that immediately 
surround us, to no very remote distance, in order to perceive, 
that all the works and institutions of man cannot be otherwise 
in their essence than perishable, transitory, and destined but 
for a limited time, for one stage in the development of his mind. 
The same holds good, likewise, in all the artificial arrange- 
ments and special institutions of the state. The state is not 
the only great society existing among men. Outwardly less 
strictly exclusive, but therefore more comprehensive, is the 
corporation of the church, and the Association of commerce. 
Like every other art, political art has its impassable limits ; 
and the eighteenth century ha^ only too often mooted pro.* 
blems for humanity, which political art, properly so called, 
even the most comprehensive and perfect, has been of itself 
unable to solve. The narrowness of ordinary statesman- 
ship is most strikingly evinced when it does not recognise 
these two great powers, the church and commerce, as inde- 
pendent of itself, and does not confine itself merely to fixing 
certain limits to their action on the state, but rather seeks, 
to its own essential detriment, to subjugate them entirely, 
and to incorporate them with itself. 

To reflections of this kind, as to how far the institutions 
and productions of man are frail and perishable, and how far 
of permanent worth, the history of the latter half of the 
eighteenth century often gives occasion. In that brief space 
almost every state had to endure important changes and con- 
vulsions. Besides these special causes for political inno- 
vation, there was one of a more general kind. There 
existed an internal division not only in political science, but 
also in the spirit of the state, which took the form sometimes 
of a contest between the old and the new, sometimes of a 
struggle between two different modes of administration. We 
may best characterize this division by saying that the soul 
and body of the state were not in harmony, or rather that 
their just mutual relations were inverted. The older poli- 
tical institutions and political science reposed more or less 
upon the foundation of religion, of national manners, — in a 
word, upon moral springs of action. In the eighteenth 
century, a new political science arose, which calculated not 
upon the undefined working of moral springs of action, but 
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altogether upon the development of material resources. It 
was believed that, by the skilful adjustment and careful 
application of these resources, the artificial mechanism of 
political institutions might be most surely brought to per- 
fection. This mechanical system of policy sprang chiefly out 
of commerce, whose influence now first began to be fully felt 
in Europe, and to increase and multiply most dispropor- 
tionately the material resources and wants of the state* A 
secondary cause was the division of Europe into four great 
continental powers, if not altogether equal, yet each suffi- 
ciently powerful to aim at securing the first rank. From 
the mutual rivalry of these great powers it became the first 
object of the new political science to expand the material 
resources of the state to the uttermost, and by the most 
strenuous efforts to raise them to the highest pitch. The 
smaller states followed this example* Not only their in- 
ternal, but their foreign policy, was thereby totally changed. 
In their home policy, unbroken uniformity was the object, 
even where law, and custom, morals, and moral considera- 
tions and restraints, stood in the way. Abroad, to attain the 
rounding off and isolation of the state, none of the sacrifices 
or exertions would be considered too great, which in earlier 
times would have been much more readily made for the sake 
of honour and justice, of public opinion, of religion, or of any 
other moral motive, than for any trifling acquisition of 
territory. That extreme exertions of strength lead to ex- 
haustion was repeatedly shown in the great continental wars 
of the eighteenth century. As money was wanting to employ 
the forces so painfully collected, war became dependent upon 
finances and subsidies to a degree before unknown. As a 
proof how mere calculation must fail, where ultimately all 
depends upon courage, mind, and will, upon moral energies, 
we may refer to the state of confusion into which the finances 
fell in most countries, although they were regarded as the 
chief concern of public policy, and obtained the exclusive 
attention of the statesman. Hence some writers have de- 
scribed this new method of calculating the physical resources 
of a state, political economy, and the administrative i^stem, 
guided by and based upon statistical principles and tables, as 
a really fatal science, as the main source of the evils that 
have befallen Europe. This, however, is to confound the 
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thing itself with its abuse. We might as well attribute the 
atheistical modes of thinking of the last century to admirable 
advances made in physical science, which has often, although 
very innocently, it is true, occasioned or favoured a super- 
ficial scepticism. 

The evil lay not in the artificial calculation and the employr- 
ment of the physical resources of the state, but in the inversion 
of the true order of things, — ^in the subordination or the utter 
sacrifice of moral to material interests, — so that the spirit of 
the state by degrees became extinct ; while these politicians 
sought to perfect the body thereof, not as a living body, but 
as a dead machine. Great and glorious is the abundance of 
material resources, so long as they minister to the soul ; 
ruinous, however, when in these resources, the soul is stifled 
and forgotten. The evil lay not in commerce, and not in 
. loziiry considered in themselves, nor even in standing armies 
•and increasing taxes, nor in political economy and statistics ; 
but in the fsust, that as the new political economy was per- 
fected, and acquired greater influence, th^ moral motives lost 
more and more their force. The primary cause of this relax- 
ation of moral feeling was the indifierence and false wisdom, 
which sprang out of &e Reformation. That this mere mathe- 
matical view of the state and of political economy however, 
aspiring to obtain ascendancy, tended to undermine the moral 
edifice of civilization and of human society ; that such an ex- 
clusively mathematical and merely material view, in opposition 
to the moral one, constituted the peculiar essence oif the new 
political system, and of all the revolutions to which it gave 
rise, and that the seductive name of freedom was only a delu- 
sive veil — all this is evident enough. 

Of all the states of Europe which first experienced convul- 
sions, Poland, Sweden, and Holland possess fewer claims on 
our attention, because those revolutions sprang not from do- 
mestic causes, but were directed for the most part by foreign 
influence. England and Russia were in part indebted for 
their great strength in the eighteenth century to the circum- 
stance, that they had already gone through their revolution, 
and were thereby secured fi:om new convulsion& When he^r 
civil contests were over, England had succeeded in establish:- 
ing a happy balance between the ancient forms and moral 
principles of her co^^tution, and t]ie modem commerciaL 
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wealth and the new interests and relations to which it gave 
rise. This balance, as a mere artificial arrangement, would 
not have been durable, had it not been permanently supported 
and upheld by the genius of the nation. In Russia all the 
powers of the state, moral and material, were at least con- 
centred in one hand, so that any great internal discord was 
thereby preyented, and a form of goyemment established, 
which, powerful without and secure within, although not 
entitled to unqualified praise, was yet adapted to the genius 
and to the circumstances of the nation. 

The conyulsion was altogether a miiyersal one. The pre- 
yailing giddy rationalism had seized not only on the nations^ 
but on the goyemments also. In many countries, it is true, 
the adherents of the new system of political materialism sue* 
ceeded in exciting the people to a fanatical sympathy with 
what was in truth repugnant to their inmost feelings and 
ancient faith. In other states, howeyer, hostility to this new 
mechanical policy, as well as attachment to the ancient moral 
Bjstem, moFicoii^nial as it was to the national manners, were 
the cause of considerable popular moyements and general resist- 
ance. As a proof how much the general causes of these con- 
yulsions existed, not in this or that state only, but in the age 
and its peculiar circumstances, we may obseinre, that the attempt 
to introduce among the nation the least disposed towards new 
political ideas, the Turks, a new military system more 
mechanically perfect, and which the general riyalry of all 
ciyilized nations seemed to render necessary, haye led in our 
days to no inconsiderable conunotions and catastrophes. Two 
only of the greater Protestant states remained in the first in- 
stance altogether free from the general agitation that peryaded 
Europe. In these states, together with the old order of things, 
eyen the constitution of parliamentary estates had been long 
utterly abolished, and hence no essential obstacle to the new 
system remained — ^nothing was left to be destroyed. In the 
larger Catholic states the agitation was necessarily far greater, 
and greatest of all in France and Austria. Spain, by her ex- 
clusion of all foreign influence, by her internal simplicity, was, 
in the first instance at least, better guarded against reyolution ; 
Italy, and the smaller German states, depended on France or 
Austria. 
' The germ of the reyolution in Fiance lay more immediately 
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in tbe fluctuations between the military and the commercial 
systems, which produced even in finance the opposite systems 
and parties for manufactures and for agriculture. The Euro- 
pean revolution, however, did not first break out there, but in 
another state. In Austria the heterogeneous composition of 
the monarchy itself furnished an opportunity for many re- 
forms and necessary changes ; they were precipitately intro- 
duced and undertaken by the powerful mind of the Emperor 
Joseph, who was absolutely ruled and carried away by the 
spirit and by the doctrines of his age. 

Who more than the Emperor Joseph seemed destined not 
to be hurried away by the spirit of the age, but to govern it 
and to guide its just movements with a st^y hand? For, 
besides the requisite energy and understanding, no one was 
190 firmly convinced that he only sought righi^ and no one 
possessed a will so resolved and constant. The question has 
been before proposed, wherefore were these great hopes 
nevertheless unfulfilled, wherefore did Joseph's illustrious 
snccessor acquire the reputation of distinguished wisdom, and 
in part, too, by the rare union of firmness and conciliation 
with which he revoked a portion of his predecessor's projects 
and measures ? With the answer to this question, as far as 
it is furnished by history, I shall conclude these lectures. In 
doing so I shall only take the general point of view. The 
details of the Emperor Joseph's plans, principles, and mea- 
sures, the manner in which they were in part, but in a small 
part only, fitly carried out, in part revoked, in part left 
incomplete ana half-executed, are still rather a theme for 
intense, immediate, and animated discussion, than a subject 
for the calm meditations of history. 

Most writers assign the emperor's rashness, his desire to 
reap the fruit as soon as he had sown the seed, without leav- 
ing time for its silent growth, as the general cause of the 
imperfect success of his measures. Easily as this tendency 
may be explained by Joseph's position, education, destiny, 
and character, correct as the remark may therefore in general 
be, yet it does not account altogether for the failure of his 
plans. Not all useful reforms can be brought about in a 
state of themselves without active co-operation, and merely 
by biding one's time. Many changes, when once they aro 
acknowledged to be good and wholesome, can only be effected 
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at once or not at all, and in such cases conciliatory fornui 
cannot always be observed. 

It appears to me that it was Joseph's neglect to win over 
and guide public opinion, that created the principal obstacles 
to his measures, and often hindered their success. It would 
be superfluous to expatiate on the great obstacles, the often 
insurmountable difficulties, this omission threw in his way in 
the Netherlands and in Hungary, in the Catholic church, 
aud among Protestant powers in his own kingdom, and in 
Europe at large. 

His enemies knew how to take advantage of this omission. 
So it happened, that he, who first destroyed the old forms 
and rights of the constitution of Germany, started up as the 
protector of German freedom, using the high-sounding name 
of a confederation of princes, as was done in earlier times by 
other foes of the empire, and of the German name. Hence, 
this worn-out farce, with all its scandalous gravity, again 
found credence among our too-well disposed and credidous 
nation, and the enemy was able to bring public opinion 
decidedly over to his side. 

Even in regard to religion the emperor Joseph's inten- 
tions were entirely mistaken and erroneously judged. The 
society of the Jesuits was suddenly overthrown by a blow 
prepared in secret, while the jealousy of the other religious 
orders contributed to their downfall. This society, long after 
other ecclesiastical institutes had sunk into utter inactivity, 
had continued efficient and ever active for the weal of the 
church, both in Europe and in the other quarters of the 
world; and by their services to science and to education, 
best corresponded to the spirit of the age, and satisfied its 
wants. What other order could now reasonably hope to re- 
main altogether unchanged, to be alone made an exception ? 
What changes in the ecclesiastical constitution could still 
appear impracticable, or even arduous, after the enemy had 
once succeeded in inflicting so great a blow ? 

Certain reforms were unavoidable; and how wholesome 
might they not have proved, if the innovators had not been 
merely content with destroying and sweeping away old insti- 
tutions, but had founded in their place new ones, had rightly 
discerned and comprehended how much good was to be found 
in existing establishments, had restored all that was paralyzed 

X 
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and degenerate to its original functions, and had yigorously 
stimulated activity, reanimated mind, and given a new organ- 
ization to ecclesiastical institutes more suited to the altered 
circumstances of the times. This would have been really a re- 
form ; and undoubtedly it would have been a hard and toilsome 
work. The lighter task, mere destruction, without substituting 
ought in its place, was better suited to the spirit of the age. 
Were we to ascribe to some of the less intelligent advocates 
of these new church reforms a weight, to which, indeed, they 
are not entitled, we should almost believe, that it had been 
the object of their authors to bring about an unnatural 
fusion of the Catholic and Protestant creeds, or even to sepa- 
rate from the Catholic church altogether, and to establish a 
sort of special, Austrian, national Christianity. All this was 
quite alien to the emperor Joseph's strong understanding, 
and equally so to his sound sentiments. Those who have 
described him from intimate personal knowledge, have suffi- 
ciently proved that, in this respect, his own sentiments and 
•convictions were thoroughly right, and conformable to re- 
ligion. Any single measure which may be cited, as apparently 
proving the contrary, is either in itself of little importance, 
or did not originate with him, but in the misunderstanding 
and exaggerations of functionaries, or in the influence of 
counsellors, to whom the most sagacious and self-relying 
monarch cannot avoid intrusting details. 

It were superfluous to refer to all the points, on which the 
emperor Joseph has been in a like manner misjudged ; for 
he had many enemies, and he had himself neglected to win 
public opinion. This neglect is the more to be lamented, as 
public opinion soon acquired a power so great and formidable, 
and almost exclusively governed the age. How many means, 
too, stood at his conmiand to influence public opinion, to 
become the pilot of that age, and to steer it towards the 
haven of universal well-being ! He, the oflspring and heir of 
Maximilian, and Charles the Fifth, the successor of Matthias 
Corvinus, emperor of Germany, sovereign of the French and 
German Netherlands, protector and lord of the most refined 
and industrious provinces of Italy — a man, too, of penetrating 
mind and restless energy and activity ; well versed in the 
useful sciences ; familiar with the various countries and peoples 
of Europe from personal observation ; master of so many 
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languages ; in personal interconrse so attractiye and irresisti*- 
ble ; he, we say, ought to have swayed the minds of all men, 
and hare been tbe saving genius of Europe, by imposing 
silence on the storms that were menacing her with destruc-> 
tion. 

It would, moreover, have had a beneficial influence on his 
own mind, had he placed himself in living contact with public 
opinion, and had he watched and studied it more. He would 
not then have confounded the one-sided theories and transitory 
systems of individual writers with the measures really required 
by the general wants and by the new circumstances of the 
age. This has been objected to his views on some points of 
legislation and internal administration. 

The emperor Joseph sought the same thing, with far more 
energy and decision, it is true, but still precisely the same 
thing, as did most of the sovereigns of the eighteenth cen- 
tury — the internal unity, namely, of his own states, and their 
rigid isolation from others. The latter was unsuited to the 
peculiar nature of the Austrian state. That monarchy, from 
its very situation, can scarcely be an isolated kingdom ; as the 
heart and central point of Europe, it was brought by this its 
original destination into the closest connection with the most 
important countries, and from all times was emphatically a 
universal and truly imperial state, and such in all probabiuty 
it will never wholly cease to be. This isolation of the state, 
and its self-seclusion within its own frontiers, even in itself 
of doubtful policy, was utterly impracticable as long as the 
sovereign of Austria was at the same time emperor of 
Germany. 

Union, on the other hand, between all the separate parts of the 
empire, and especially a closer connection between Hungaty , 
and German Austria, was unquestionably a great and most 
desirable blessing. But it was not a mere mechanical uni- 
formity in external forms of administration, it was not a 
mere material fusion, that was to be wished for ; but chiefly 
that the old moral ties which linked Hungary and Austria to- 
gether might be drawn closer, and be more generally re-^ 
cognised. The matter will be best explained by an illus- 
tration. The greatest of the Emperor Joseph's ancestors, 
Charles the Fifth, reigned over a monarchy which, if possible, 
was composed of more various elements than Austria was in the 

x2 
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•eigbieentli century. Of all the admirable institutioos which 
that great monarch founded, not one perhaps was so profoundly 
conceived as the organization he gave to the body of Sjianish 
grandees, and the spirit he inspired it with. By it the 
greatest and most powerful men of the entire nation were 
formed into a brilliant and dignified senate around the throne. 
Castile and Arragon became thus for the first time fully united 
without any £Ektal fusion of their material interests, without 
any illegal destruction of their special privileges. The 
* Netherlands also and Naples became thereby closely linked 
to the ruling country, for the leading men in either could 
aspire to that high dignity. Hence the unity and internal 
grandeur of the Spanish monarchy. While Italian civili- 
zation, science, and art flourished in Spain, the military power 
and the state policy of the Spaniards, which was based upon 
the loftiest ideas, predominated in Italy, and raised that 
country from the state of corruption into which it had allowed 
itself to sink. And while the Spanish language and mauners 
struck deep roots in the Netherlands, the high-minded empe- 
ror did not think it beneath his dignity to seek opportunities 
for introducing the Flemish-Burgundian costume into Spain. 
It may be said that in that exalted model is contained a law 
available for every state composed of heterogeneous parts. 
While the well-being of each particular country, according to 
its character, peculiar rights and customs, language, and old 
traditions, was intrusted to the care of the respective estates 
and assemblies, the unity of the empire was best and perma- 
nently secured by encircling the throne with a senate formed 
out of the grandees of each nation. 

As regards Hungary, the objections to the emperor 
Joseph's reforms should not at least be drawn from the ex- 
isting constitution. How is it possible that, while in Europe 
everything was changed, in Hungary everything should re- 
main as it was five hundred years ago. Matthias Oorvinus 
and St Stephen changed much in their time, and somewhat 
arbitrarily too, abolished old institutions and established new 
ones, and yet are venerated by the nation itself as great kings. 
From the energies of his mind, the emperor Joseph may have 
well felt himself called to achieve a like task. But unhappily, 
by the manner in which that work was executed, minds were 
irritated, and, together with the reforms found objectionable 
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and actually rejected, others, truly necessary and wholesome, 
fell also to the ground. 

Of all the political changes and innovations which the pre- 
sent times have brought about, or striven to bring about, the 
nobility, its exclusive privileges and original functions, form 
the resd centre. This is the case where the revolutionary 
movement has been treated as a mere subject of calm investi- 
gation, or where its solution has been the especial object of a 
most violent contest. In describing the different periods of 
modern history, I have throughout characterized the nobility 
as the fundamental power of' the state, permanent under all 
changes of external form. Hence a few remarks in illustration 
of the principle will most appropriately conclude these lec- 
tures. I have but one question now to answer, what new 
form and shape of nobility will arise out of the great changes 
that occurred at the end of the last century? A complete 
answer I will not attempt, as the matter does not yet belong 
to history, but is involved in actual contention, and is in the 
crisis of its development ; but the following may serve by way 
of indication, and may stimulate reflection. 

The movement of the age clearly reveals itself as a contest 
between the old and the new. The nobility have generally 
had the mission to be champions of the old; this they have 
felt, and have accordingly performed many glorious ieats in 
fulfilment of this calling. But it is not sufficient to love and 
defend the old merely as such, and because it is old. Histoty 
teaches us that the essence of nobility consists not in any par« 
ticular privilege or external form, whatever these may be. 
On the contrary we learn from history (and this I have taken 
pains to point out), that the forms of nobility have often 
changed, but that in its essential functions that institution, un- 
der the most various forms and special external privileges, has 
ever remained invariably the same. Culpable are the views 
of those partisans of novelty, who seek only to destroy old 
constitutions, and who believe that anything really new is to 
be found here or there, in this or that system, as the discovery 
of an individual. "What is really new never arises, is never 
brought about through an individual, however great be his 
intellect or power, but through the general progress of man- 
kind, or to speak more correctly, through the action of Divine 
Providence. On the other hand, that defence of the old order 
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of things is alone right which enters into the spirit and the 
lofty sentiments of antiquity, and is ever penetrated with those 
feelinffs. This is the high calling of the nohility, and therefore 
no nobility that is not also a nobility of mind will encounter 
with success the contests of the age. 

In Germany, where it took its origin, and especially iu 
Anstna, has the aristocratic constitution of modern Europe 
struck the deepest root. In the great empire of the north, 
which connects Europe and Asia, eyerything is rigidly 
subordinated to an unlimited monarchical sway. In the 
western countries, originally Eoman proyinces, the German 
aristocratic constitution could not take such deep root, but 
that long before our times, many popular reactions, many 
attempts to expel or essentially to alter it, actually occurred. 
In Germany and in Austria lies the chief seat of the old 
Germanic nobility, and according to the spirit that animates 
it, will its strength grow or decline. A nobility that were 
not national, that sought only to be the prop of the throne, 
and not to be also the chief strength and the flower of the 
nation, would thereby proclaim its own defectiveness, and. 
could only bei animated by an utterly degenerate fi>pirit. 

The destructive poison that in our age is slowly consuming 
states and peoples as well as individuals, is not merely apathy, 
selfishness, and insensibility, it is a positive evil, — it is the 
spirit of falsehood — that not only in the writings of the 
sophists, and in their false enlightenment, but also in public 
life, in the dealings and conduct of individuals, scatters 
plague and destruction around. This spirit of fEilsehood, 
truth only, the truth full and entire, can subdue. To her we 
are led by the earnestness of intrepid conviction, and by that 
higher knowledge which is founded on God, and before which 
all the vain fanaticism of reason disappears. 
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AN HISTORICAL COMPARISON, 1796,* 



When Julius Csesar, in the capacity of a qu8Bstor, came to 
Gades in further Spain, and beheld there, not far from the 

. * As the idea of the beautiful is the ruling principle and the divinely 
positive both in the arts and life of the Greek people, and forms the cen- 
tral, vivifying point of all Hellenic civilization, so in like manner it is the 
idea of the great, which defines everything in the Roman national contest 
for supremacy as likewise in the historical development of the Roman 
character. This idea everywhere dominant gives this tone, though iii 
an altered shape, to every period of Rome's lustory. The great, indeed^ 
belongs more to nature than to art, and it is easy to observe that the 
Romans, even in that department of the artificially beautiful in which 
they were the most successful, namely in architecture, carried over this 
beautiful more into the naturally great. Greatness of character also 
is founded more upon the force of nature than on the inner sense and life 
of a moral mind, when such greatness, as was the case with the Romans,, 
does not proceed from a mental disposition, that only seeks what is 
divine, but maintains itself and martially opens a passage for itself with 
undaunted firmness in the struggle of rude unnurtured reality. Now, 
since the Romans by their complete and free development of such a great 
natural force, as also by their pre-eminent clearness of understanding, 
stand on precisely the same line with the Greeks, though, it is true,, 
widely separated from them; because that idea of the beautiful, that; 
genuine sense of the artist, in point of fiict was never bom in the Roman 
mind ; there has hence been always a peculiar historical charm to compare* 
the one nation with the other, or to select congenial characters from both 
for comparison. The highest summit of such parallels is formed unques- 
tionably by the two great conquerors, to the analysis of whose characters 
this essay is devoted ; for their historical influence has been, beyond all 
that resembled them, the most comprehensive and of the most lasting 
results down to the most recent times. Each of them, too, Csesar as weU 
as Alexander, marks the decisive epoch of a universal revolution in man- 
ners, mind, and mode of thinking, of a totaUy changed state of things for 
both nations. The author, at the time when he endeavoured to do justice 
to his subject, was prompted by a proper appreciation of its importance ; 
but being then still young, he claims indulgence for any youthful embar- 
rassment in the style or mode of discussing the theme, this being his first 
attempt of the kind. 
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temple of Hercules, the statue of Alexander the Great, he 
sighed deeply ; he felt a sickening disgust, as it were, at his 
own torpor, and that he had, as jet, achieved no one glorious 
act, at an age when Alexander had already suhdued the 
world. He immediately solicited leave of ahsence, that he 
might seize in Rome the first opportunity presenting itseli 
for greater undertakings. Soothsayers found in his dreams 
of the ensuing night the signs of future undivided empire 
over the earth; any eye not purhlind could divine his 
wishes. With this sigh, with this return to Rome, an en- 
tirely new period hegins in the life of Caesar, and it extends 
to the passage of the Rubicon. 

It was Cffisar himself, therefore, who placed himself by the 
aide of Alexander; and what was more natural than that 
they should have been since often compared together ? 

^^For sublimity of conception, rapidity in conquering, 
endurance in danger," says the precious Yelleius (with whom 
the true C»sar already begins to merge into the Divus Julius 
of the later Romans), ^' CsBsar, sprung from the noblest race 
of the luli, was the first of his countrymen, so likewise for 
beauty, talent, and prodigal liberality. His greatness sur- 
passed nature and the belief of mankind ; but it strongly 
resembled that of the great Alexander, when the latter was. 
sober and not in a passion." Plutarch also has introduced 
this mighty pair among his parallel lives ; but happily for us, 
in this instance, he has spared us the comparison itself. 

Those who are fond of such details may indemnify them- 
selves in Appian, who compares the two conquerors oi 
the world by a tedious long string of similarities, either 
quite superficial or wholly accidental ; such as only an his- 
torical sophist could so ornamentally 'describe, and so wonder- 
fully explain. Plutarch himself would hardly have surpassed 
him. By his fondness, indeed, for snapping up every trivial 
likeness or contrast, such a host of comparisons might have 
thoroughly disgusted a Plutarch. Thus he remarks, not 
without astonishment, among other things, that the four 
bravest, but craftiest commanders, Philip, Antigonus, Han- 
nibal, and Sertorius, were all of them blind of one eye. We 
really ought not to be surprised, if the thought had occurred 
to him of bequeathing to us a parallel history of these four 
one-eyed heroes. 
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To examine thoroughly the peculiar nature of a great man, 
it is much rather, incumhent upon us to consider him for 
himself alone, in his connection with what is around him, 
in his own sphere and age ; to confine our -view to him, nor 
allow it to be diverted, at least for the time, by any secondary 
object. It is all well and good, if we wish to suimire upon 
the whole, but if we desire to appreciate accurately the in- 
trinsic merit or demerit of a hero, it is then very advanta- 
geous to throw also into the other scale of the balance some 
mighty counterpoise. In that case we must not attempt to 
couple together the productions of different ages. Thus we 
should never compare the heroes of ancient with those of 
modern history, since we only incur the danger of losing 
sight of the essential, if we snap at a vain shadow of resem- 
blance. On deeper investigation, we are sure to light upotz 
original differences, which render all comparison impossible ; 
for the laws, limits, relations, of ancient and modem civiliza- 
tion, so widely diverge, that we may regard ancient and 
modem history as two independent worlds, even should they 
lock into each other. Keal merit is everywhere the same, 
but the standard for estimating it in the ancients and modems* 
is yet entirely different. Not so with the comparisons be-^ 
tween the Greeks and Romans; these are citizens of one 
and the same world, and the comparison of individuals from 
among them places in a clearer light the general character of 
these two ancient nations, whom a common and entire civi- 
lization divided so unequally. Hence, also, many of Plu- 
tarch's parallels are so fortunate and instructively amusing. 

CsBsar and Alexander, a mighty pair ; the two mightiest 
and at the same time worthiest rulers in all antiquity ! Both 
accomplished so much, such an immensity, that we should 
have to write books upon them, if we wished to portray- 
only what was most remarkable. The proper records for 
Csosars history belong in themselves to the most accom- 
plished writings of antiquity; here is pure unadulterated 
gold, and we have not here to part it first from thd dross. 
On the other hand, the principal sources for the history of 
Alexander flow so turbid, the traces nearly obliterated at the 
side are so scattered, and often so imperceptible, that tho 
acumen of the investigator is by this very circumstance 
excited. If we would not here simply repeat what has been 
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already so often saidi we must either be discursive in the 

extreme, or very concise. I liave preferred brevity, and 

shall only observe the most important features. I shall give 

only a judgment with examples, not a history. 

****** 

* *^ Caesar," said Cato, ^'has alone amongst all plotted to 
overthrow the state with sober deliberation." Cato was 
porhaps the only one of his time who saw through the grand 
enemy with the same sober reflection. Even as a youth 
CsBsar had this clear-headed penetration, nor was he to be 
dazzled by the most glittering appearance. He happened to. 
be in Asia when he heard of Sylla's death, and he hastened 
back with all speed to Rome, building his hopes on the new 
Bchism created by liepidus. Although enticed by great 
conditions, he nevertheless formed no connection with Lepi- 
das, partly because he did not trust to the skill of that 
person, partly because he did not find the occasion so favour- 
able as he had expected. During the maturity of his man- 
hood he had learned to wait cautiously both for the oppor- 
tunity and the moment, then to seize it rapidly and resolved, 
to use it also completely, and in this he was unmatched. 
He fought his battles not merely after a plan, but also when 
quite unprepared, whenever a favourable opportunity sud- 
denly presented itself, often in spite of fatigue and weather, 
for the purpose of taking his enemy more unawares. It is 
doubtful whether he was bolder or more prudent. At the 
fitting moment he dared what was most desperate, but he 
never prodigally wasted his valour. He reserved it for 
those cases where his men required such excitement, and he 
would send away the horses, his own first, to deprive even 
himself of the means of flight. Then his example, more 
efiective from its very rarity, and especially the equality of 
danger, did wonders. The most appalling danger never 
robbed him of his presence of mind, unexampled constant 
success never made him heedless and over-confident in war.. 
On the contrary, he gained his most brilliant victories pre- 
cisely when all believed him inevitably lost ; the oftener he 
conquered, the more reserved he was on coming to an action. 
In short, not a single instance will be found of his having 
neglected the right moment, or only partially profited by it, 
or of being found unprepared and irresolute when that mo- 
ment arrived. Thio was so natural to him, that the contrary 
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in others seemed strange to him. When he was worsted at 
Djrrhachinm and not pursued, he said, '' Pompey knows not 
how to conquer." He never beat the enemy without at the 
same time stormiug his camp ; he never gave those that had 
lost heart time to rally. It is very remarkable, how can- 
didly he often recognizes the wondrous effect of the moment, 
the wilfulness of fickle fortune. This modesty has a peculiar 
charm in the mouth of a hero who relates everything in 
which he was successful, by great exertion or by any deep stra- 
tagem, with such evident delight, and with tne expression of 
joyous cheerfulness. He had accomplished so much by his 
own understanding and force alone, that he had no need to 
begrudge her share to Fortune, who, by the fiavour she showed 
him, confirmed an old Roman adage.* 

Considering the then universal debauchery of the Roman' 
nobles, and Caesar^s sensuality in other respects, it is not 
unimportant that he even, in the literal sense, was so 
abstemious and sober ; his very enemies could not deny that 
he was excessively moderate in the use of wine. It is also 
more important, that he himself laid a certain value on this 
abstemiousness, which in itself is nothing peculiarly rare, for 
in his invective against Gate he inveighs agaiust him for 
having, among other things, got drunk from the Socratic 
goblet after the old Catonio fashion.t I should not like to 
assert that he, as perhaps Augustus did, feared lest he should 
grow too open-hearted and communicative. This species of 
dissimulation was alien to him; he knew quite as little of 
fear as of shame. He is in this respect without parallel ; a 
despotic conqueror, who was frank and devoid of all distrust- 
ful apprehension. When conspiracies and nocturnal meetings 
were discovered, he struck no blow beyond showing, by an 
edict, that they were known to him. So void of apprehen-i 
sion, so heedless was his life, that after his death there were 
many who could believe he had intentionally not avoided 
the daggers of conspirators, from over satiety of life ; he was 
hence not keen-sighted through fear. . When perpetual dic- 
tator of the Roman republic, the deified companion^: of the 
god Quirinus, in the midst of his triumphs, he never lost the 

* Fortes fortuna juvat. 

f Narrator et prisci Catonis 

Saepe mero caloisse Tirtus. 
{ Quirini contabemaliB. 
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riwer of judging men with his wonted perspicacity. ** Shall 
be so foolish," he said, ^' to doubt still how deeply I am 
hated, when Marcus Cicero has to wait so long in the ante- 
chamber till I am at leisure to speak with him ? It is true, 
that if any one is little sensitive, lie is that one, and yet I 
doubt not that he hates me from the bottom of his heart." 
After Brutus had declaimed with great fire and freedom for 
Deiotarns, he said, '^ Much depends on what this* Brutus 
wants ; but whatever he wants, he is earnest in his want.'* 
What is related about his foreboding concerning the pro- 
phetic leanness of Cassius is well known. 

Still more does the mode of his death evince an almost un- 
exampled presence of mind. ^' This is force," he exclaimed, 
when he was first seized, and ^' Cursed Casca, what art thoa 
at?" and then rapidly wounded Cassius. As soon, however, 
as he saw the drawn daggers pointed at him from all sides, 
he veiled his head with the toga, drawing down the garment 
at the same instant with his left hand, that he might Ml with 
decorum^ The chaste modesty of a dying Polyxena must 
not be attributed to the grey-haired imperator, for nothing 
was less akin to him than such superfluous sensations. It 
had become a second nature with him not to be inactive for a 
single instant ; as soon, therefore, as defence was useless, he 
devoted the little time and strength still left him for external 
decency, for which too during his whole life he had always 
displayed an almost excessive care. This he did not from 
iany desire to please or any peculiar love for the beautiful, 
but because he loved, whether in the greatest or smallest 
things, the most exact propriety for its own sake alone, 
hating everything clumsy and deformed. Even when impe- 
rator he wrote a grammatical work, that was prized and 
quoted long after his death ; for as he had much to write and 
to speak, it was impossible for him also here as in other things 
to stop short of perfection. For this reason he could not 
endure the pernicious confusion of times and seasons, and so 
regulated the calendar. His own bald head, so much derided, 
-was for the same reason odious to himself also, and no 
honour did he seize with greater avidity, than the privilege o£ 
always wearing a laurel crown. 

It was the perfect harmony of his powerful understanding, 
and of his equally great vigorous activity, from which that 
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sobriety and abstemiousness arose, giving bim so decided a 
saperiority over bis antagonists. Cato alone resembled bim in 
tbis ; but then be was as an enemy no matcb for biro, because 
be could only use lawful means. Tbis sobriety is properly tbe 
cbaracteristic quality of Caesar, distinguisbing uim greatly from 
Alexander, wbo, though be at first loved wine as a zest to 
jovial society, soon did so to extravagant excess for its own 
sake, wbo was seldom sober, and even then rasb and furious 
as a drunken man. Tbe Greek conqueror was wont to cut, not 
untie, all knots as be did tbe Gordian, and often would force 
and brave what was impossible in wild opposition to fortune. 
That question is hence answered, spontaneously indeed, which 
old authors have often started, wbicb of tbe two would have 
been tbe victor, the sober or tbe drunken bero, if they bad 
fought with equal means against each other for supremacy. 

There is no doubt that CsBsar had also passions besides 
tbose, wbicb carried bim to bis goal ; ignoble passions, which 
might have easily turned aside or totally confused bis grand 
and simple career. He bad tbe talent, however, of subduing 
them, for during bis manhood all bis powers really obeyed 
rapidly and infallibly bis imperatorial understanding. In bis 
youth he could burst into a tempest of rage. He defended a 
client against King Hiempsal so zealously as to seize, in tbe 
beat of tbe debate, Juba, tbe king's son, by tbe beard, for 
which tbe latter, during the civil war, as one of tbe warmest 
and mightiest of Pompey's partisans, gave bim a great deal 
of trouble. His youtbful adventure with the pirates throws 
strong light on bis strong natural proneness to revenge. On 
bis passage to Rhodes, where he intended devoting bis leisure 
to Apollonius, tbe most celebrated teacher of rbetorio in that 
age, be was captured by them and compelled, to bis great 
Texation, to pass forty days witb them, attended only by a 
physician and two servants, for bis otber attendants and 
slaves be bad immediately despatched as soon as he was 
taken, to fetcb money for bis ransom. When tbe money was 
paid, and he was set on shore, be contrived, notwithstanding 
be at that time had no official rank and power, to collect a 
fleet on the following night, sailed to tbe spot wbere tbe 
pirates were, put to flight a part of their fleet, took some 
ships, and made a great many of the crew prisoners, wbere* 
upon be returned to bis friends rejoicing at tbe noc^ 
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turnal yictoiy. He gave the prisoners immediately into 
custody and hastened to Asia to the proconsul Junius, for 
the purpose of obtaining full powers to punish the pri- 
soners as he might think proper. Upon the refusal of tho 
latter, who said he should sell the prisoners, Cassar hastened 
back with incredible speed to the coast, before the letters of the 
proconsul could arrive there, and caused all that he had taken 
to be crucified, exactly as he had often threatened them in jest ; 
a revenge deeply meditated, but petty, and not even prudent, 
for when he shortly after was obliged to hasten back to Rome, 
be was exposed to the greatest dsmger, because those pirates 
at that time completely ruled the sea. It makes us shudder, 
as we read, that it was accounted a great act of clemency on 
his part to have the prisoners put to death before crucifying 
them, for he had sworn an oath to do that. Clement enough, 
it must be confessed, for a young Roman and a future con- 
queror of the world to boot ! Such simplicity in destroying 
his enemies and gratifying his vengeance certainly reveals a 
certain great manner in it, that distinguishes a CsBsar from 
the crowd of common tyrants, whose refined cruelty properly 
betrays childish passionateness and disgusting impotence of 
soul. The former will also be capable, as soon as his mind 
resolves upon it, of utterly renouncing all desire of vengeance, 
and of obliterating his hatred to the minutest trace, as the 
placable Csesar really did when he arrived at a mature age. 
His so-lauded clemency in the civil war and during his rule 
was a deeply meditated plan; the power with which he car- 
ried it out, the perseverance with which he remained stead- 
fast and true to it, cannot in good sooth be sufficiently 
admired. We must not, however, attribute this to his good 
heart, nor is any feeling whatever of respect for duty and 
right as existing in him to be thought of. I confess I have 
no deep fekith in the natural clemency of a revengeful con- 
queror, of whom it has been so expressly vaunted, that he 
far surpassed the most renowned shedders of blood, for that 
it did not even cost him a resolution to execute the most 
dreadful cruelty itself, provided it were only expedient. ^' In 
this manner," he writes to his confidential friends, ^' we will, 
if possible, attempt to gain the good will of all, and obtain a 
lasting victory; for the others, by their cruelty, could not 
escape univeroal haired nor maintain the victory long, if we 
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except Sylla alone, whom I do not intend to imitate. This 
shall be an entirely new mode of conquering— our arming 
ourselves with mildness and clemency. How this may be 
possible much occurs to me now, and much more may be 
obtained by reflection." — " Not from resolve or propensity is 
CsBsar not cruel," said the candid Curio ; *' but tiecause he 
regards clemency Iu9 the means of gaining the people : had 
he lost the love of the people, he would be cruel." Cassar 
really was very easily appeased, as is proved by his inviting 
to dinner Catullus on the very day he gave him satisfaction 
and made some atonement, idthough the latter himself had 
admitted that he had branded Ciesar for ever, by some little 
poems still extant, which are very offensive but perhaps very 
true, or might have been so placable solely because he, in 
point of fact, neither esteemed nor loved any one. At all 
events, we must not suppose that no feeling of revenge lay at 
the bottom of his heart. His own account betrays how fiun 
he would have taken vengeance on the inhabitants of Mar- 
seilles, who were zealous partisans of Pompey and had opposed 
him with extreme stubbornness. Cicero alludes to his peculiar 
hatred of them as a thing universally known. He pretends 
he spared these Massilians, a highly civilized people of 
Ionian descent, great lovers of freedom, only from respect 
to the fame and antiquity of this republic, like as Alexander 
caused to be held sacred, at the sacking of Thebes, the house 
of an old poet who had been dead nearly a century. We 
cannot entirely give credit to this assertion of Cassar's. He 
still felt, it is true, that reverential feeling for classical anti- 
quity, for genuine civilization in arts and sciences, as many 
incidents prove ; but he could not, if he wished to keep true 
to his great plan of prudent and politic clemency, act so 
unceremoniously with so important a city, that enjoyed such 
great privileges, and was so deeply compromised with the 
factions of the capital, as with an insignificant Thessalian 
town, which he destroyed without any scruples, simply 
because it had chosen what appeared to it the safest and 
securest. Let it not be deemed surprising, that I should 
lay so great a value on a feeling, which is now perverted 
from its right use and laid on as a paint to colour sloth, 
which finds it more convenient and easy to bewail voluptu- 
ously the wreck of the past than to struggle bravely onwards 
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with braced-up energy on the straight way. As among the 
moderns, the inward conviction of an imperishable boundless 
perfectibility, both of the individoal man and the whole 
human race, is the last anchor of sinking virtue, so among 
the more modern of the ancients, when humanity was already 
irrecoverably lost, and continued to sink deeper and deeper 
still, the reverence for classic antiquity was at that time the 
sole foundation of real greatness, as now the reverence for 
science and enlightened knowledge. 

He indeed despised in the zenith of his power all his rivals, 
one only excepted, far too deeply to be able to hate them right 
cordially. The stem speeches, nevertheless, with which he 
accompanied his acts of mercy, were intended not merely to 
inspire a wholesome terror, but they were at the same time a 
demonstration of his disposition by no means naturally mild* 
His own representations confirm this most amply. How 
hateful and despicable does he not make all his enemies, and 
that too not without triumphant arrogance, if we except 
Pompey, to whom he is remarkably indulgent. Against Cato 
especially, he gives himself up to such gibes and invectives, as 
almost to forget the dignity of history. Generally speaking, 
it must be, for those who extol as an inimitable historical per- 
formance that work in which Cato and Pompey's party are 
lampooned no less that Socrates and his disciples in the Clouds 
of Aristophanes, — it must be, I say, not yet clear to them what 
an historical performance is. It is true, Ca)sar wrote his 
Commentaries in the same spirit with which he conquered. A 
mere material for history cannot be purer, and in this respect 
they may be considered as unique in their way ; this native 
energy of the most vivid description in such terse brevity and 
easy clearness has quite a peculiar charm. So extremely 
simple a style of expression would, as Cicero so appositely re- 
marks, be only adulterated by the artificial adornment of an 
orator, capable of entirely deterring qualified persons from the 
further working out of that self-same material. To the title, 
however, of a perfect historical production, a work so impreg- 
nated with the spirit of party can lay no claim ; to that title 
belong above all both a material and a subject that possess 
universal and permanent value, as a part and essential portion 
of human history — conceived, explained, ordered, appreciated, 
and represented with that greatness and dignity such as a man 
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would work out a similar material — a man that should be of a. 
pure great character both as a moralist and a citizen, at the 
same time a deep historical thinker, nor withal devoid of 
poetical feeling. The first condition for a history of the 
Pompeian civil war would be taking a higher morally historical 
ground to stand on, to compare and estimate the Optimates 
and Csesarians with that sublime, just impartiality of a 
Thucydides, who passes sentence on Athenians and Spartans 
with equal truth and strictness ; this should be done too on 
the principle of historical just even-handedness to all parties. 
CsBsar s Commentaries, on the contrary, are, as Asinius Pollio 
has already declared, not even thoroughly sincere, nor drawu 
up or composed with the requisite nicety and accuracy. The 
singular delicacy with which Pompey is treated in them is, 
however, very natural. Whoever supposes that the author 
honours in him the former friend and relative, the meritorious 
citizen, or the great man, he knows Csasar not Csasar spared 
in him only the triumvir, as in Sylla even the dictator ; for 
this reason he caused the statues of both, when pulled down 
by the mob, to be raised again. Thus acted in the spirit of 
rivalry and magnanimity towards each other, but which cost 
them nothing, the Macedonian princes, Ptolemy and Deme- 
trius, the latter a man of a cruel and depraved character, but 
of mental culture and the most exquisite taste for art, while 
thousands of their adherents perished in war for the further- 
ance of their ambition ! They were but rivals ; the proper 
enemies of both were the nations they tyrannized over and 
oppressed. 

The number of women with whom Csesar had relations 
betrays great sensuality ; assuredly it was his understanding 
alone that restrained his passions whenever this was the case, 
and not any moral sentiment. Nicomedes attaches to him even 
the grave imputation of indulging in intercourse with his own . 
sex. His notorious intimacy with that Bithynian king was a 
subject for the dithyrambs of many an iambic poet, and a 
common topic for all the orators of Pompey's party. Bibulus, 
who could not forget that people had called in jest their joint 
consulship only the consulship of Julius and CsBsar, called him 
for it " the Bithynian queen." " First he loved a king as he 
does now a kingdom." Cicero answered him in the senate 
when he was defending the cause of Nysa, ihe daughter of 

Y 
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Nioomedes, and had mentioned the benefits of the king to 
himself, ^' Do not speak of that, I pray thee ; we know only 
too well what he gave to thee, and what thou gayest to him." 
Curio, the farther, went so far as to reproach him with ^' being 
the husband of all the women and the wife of all the men." 
Even when master of the Roman world, when he was solemnly 
ascending the Capitol in all the refulgent pomp and pride of 
victory, with torches around him, and the torchbearers bomo 
by forty elephants on the right and on the left, he was re- 
minded most emphatically of that sorry business about Nico- 
modes by his own companions in arms. The soldiery in that 
moment of excess and license jested also in their free songs of 
triumph about his lavish expenditure of borrowed money, the 
bad dinner he gave them at Dyrrhachium, nay, upon his bald 
bead. The remarkable fragments of these triumphant and 
satirical songs on Csssar fully prove that the military jokes 
of the Roman veterans were as trenchant as their swords. A 
rude pleasantry, a bold love of banter, were original features 
and peculiarities of the Roman character in general; and 
nothing was more nnroman than that surly stifiness which we 
are accustomed to introduce into the picture we sketch out for 
ourselves of the Roman character, consulting as we do a later 
period, when every free movement was suppressed, or assigning 
too much dignity of expression to the authors. The unlimited 
freedom of military jests at triumphs was a primitively old 
custom of the Romans, cited by Dionyslus as a proof of their 
GreciaJi descent. There is, too, something Attic in it ; but 
then at Athens this festive freedom was the right of every 
free citizen, whereas at Rome it was allowed to the soldier 
solely in his capacity as such. 

There is something very important in this freedom, sanc- 
tioned by custom, of unrestrained joke and merry quirk and 
jibe ; it is a very peculiarly characteristic trait, that reveals 
and portrays the free education and the classic sense of the 
ancients; and indeed we often get better acquainted with entire 
nations and ssras, as we do with individuals, by means of their 
games than their seriousness, when they are acting for some 
particular effect and with some concomitant motive. 
. Among the many Roman women, of whom C&esar had carnal 
knowledge, were a wife of Crassus and one of Pompey. It is 
remarkable, that the crafty and subtle man, while he literally 
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had the sole disposition of the money of the one and employed 
the power and rank of the other, dared to invade the house 
and nuptial hed of both. It would almost le^d us to suppose 
that he made his love intrigues subservient to his ambiti- 
ous and political views, as Augustus was subsequently accused 
of doing, that he might more securely rule the men or learn 
their secrets. His marriages at least had evidently a political 
object ! As the marriage tie in the tranquil periods of the 
old republic was the firmest bond of social order, so in the 
period of the civil wars the Roman matrons, from the great faci- 
lity of divorce, passed as an important connecting link between 
the two opposed parties, quickly from one hand to another, 
and altered the &inily, according to the change of political 
relations and views. 

CsBsar, however, had not always such ambitious secondary 
views in his amorous pursuits ; this is beyond doubt, for he 
gave himself up to them when the doing so was likely to 
frustrate his chief object. *' He also loved queens," says 
Suetonius ; ^' amongst others the African Eunoe, Bogud's 
wife, giving her husband enormous wealth; but above all 
Cleopatra, with whom he often revelled at the banquet the 
whole night long, whom he even sent for to Rome, on whom 
ho showered honours and presents, and allowed her to name the 
son she had borne him after his own name." Here it is dear 
that passion controlled him, for he injures himself uncom- 
monly with the proud Romans, who could not understand that 
a vanquished foreign qu6en could be destined for aught save to 
adorn more completely a triumphal procession in dl-conquer* 
ing Rome, and then to die, or to be reduced to Some humble 
condition from motives of pity, like the young and beautiful 
Arsinoe, Cleopatra's sister, with i^hom Cssar graced his 
Alexandrian triumph. 

But how does this love for the queens, and which was so 
injurious to his cause in Rome, more especially his almost 
ruinous sojourn with Cleopatra, how does all this agree with 
that perfect intellectual command he otherwise possessed over 
his passions ? Only during the period when his being was 
developed in its full strength was the inward agreement of all 
his powers so thoroughly preserved in the greatest unity of 
character. Afterwards we find frequent traces of decadence, 
and before quite as frequently the marks of immaturity, 

y2 
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seyeral of which have been already alluded to. Not nieroly 
in the first period of his life, properly so called, which com- 
mences with the stubborn refusal on his part to put away his 
wife Cornelia, the daughter of Cinna, at the command of the 
bloodthirsty tyrant, and with Sylla's judgment, that more 
than one Marius lay hid in this young man ; but even in the 
second period, from his leaving Spain to his crossing the 
Rubicon. As all organic forces, when they are not hindered, 
gradually develop themselves from their germ up to maturity, 
and as soon as the highest point has been attained, re-approach 
their dissolution, so do we find this to be the case among 
ancient men, whether a^i individuals or collective humanity, 
since the civilization of those men was merely a pure produc- 
tion of nature deranged by no art It astonishes us at fii*st 
sight to perceive with what confidence the ancients assign and 
determine the periods, especially the flourishing period, of an 
artist and thinker, or of a hero ; but since the most decided 
certainty in the grades and modes of culture is an essential 
property of the free natural development, it really required 
merely a sound view, a sure look, to be aware of their pre- 
sence. He who has fostered and rendered acute his innate 
sense for all that is classic by deep research, may easily 
enter into this way of judging, this view of life, even in 
those places, where the traces of the ancients leave him. 

In Csesar's life the periods are so conspicuous, tb^t 
we cannot avoid perceiving them. Who does not know 
his remarkable hesitation at the Hubicon, and his quick de- 
cision ? A great epoch, not merely in his outward condition, 
but also in his inward character ! From this crossing of the 
Hubicon, whence he could at length march right on without 
further concealment to his great object, braced as he was to 
the highest pitch of daring, by the most threatening dangers 
and formidable obstacles, till tho Pharsalian battle; during 
this period all his powers were in their greatest activity and 
most perfect harmony. During all this time we shall not be 
able to discover in him the least trace of relaxation or want 
of precaution ; he even knew how to keep in due subjection 
his natural arrogance and pride. During this period the traits 
are multiplied one after the other of a dissimulation worthy 
of Themistocles himself, not like that unsuccessful imitation of 
the Athenian by Pompey, who endeavoured to excuse to him- 
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self his ill-judged flight, with the great example of that old 
c.assic master * of political craft, whilst he, who in truth only 
wished to rule, fled merely because ho hoped he might return 
like Sylla, and could not even keep to himself this vain and 
fond hope. Whether Ca3sar displayed more military talent 
and skill at Alesia would be difficult to decide ; but that he 
showed himself still more as a great man and character at 
Ilerda and Dyrrhachium is clear from his own relation. Now 
it was he conceived also his great plan of a dictatorship and 
military dominion, that should be altogether merciful and 
clement, in total contrast to the nature and custom of all the 
Roman civil wars. The happiest discoveries have so natural 
an air, that every one thinks after they have been made, he 
would have done so too. Let us, however, only reflect, that 
CaBsar overthrew all the existing republican forms without 
the slightest reservation; that he did not even make a 
show of putting new forms in their stead, by virtue of being 
lawful dictator in the old Roman but obsolete sense of the 
word ; of purifying the state, of healing its wounds, of wish- 
ing to found a constitution ; that he was neither more nor 
less compelled to rob and plunder on a grand scale, in order 
to defray the war-expenses; that he was environed with cri- 
minals and bankrupt spendthrifts, who dared demand every- 
thing, and incessantly urged him on to murder. He was com- 
pelled to intrust the republic and the provinces to men, not 
one of whom, as Cicero says, perhaps with some slight 
exaggeration, could have managed his own paternal estate for 
two months. To this must be added, that one single rash 
step would have infallibly drawn after it countless others. 
Thus Curio judged, and he had most assuredly closely ob- 
served the course of events, when he said, that the putting of 
the obstinate Metellus to death, which the victor was cer- 
tainly strongly incited to do, would have inevitably occasioned 
great bloodshed. Moreover, the way was quite paved out, 
since proscriptions and executions had become so common an 

* The Roman aristocracy of that time were fond of comparing themseWes 
with the classic statesmen of the civilized political bygone ages ; for such 
they actuallT considered the most celebrated Grecian statesmen, and 
decided on their political character exactly as critics do in any art. Thus 
Csesar, who knew so skilfully how to hit off the flattery most certain 
of winning Cicero, compared him in his Anticato with Theramenes and 
Pericles. 
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occarrance with the Roman parties in their embittered strife. 
Pompey himself made no secret of his intention to nse victory 
after Sylla's fashion ; and eyen the Optimates expected no- 
thing else, than what might naturally be expected from the 
apathetic severity of a warrior grown grey amid scenes of 
blood, and from the fury of internecine war, — -that is to say, a 
nniversal massacre and pillage. The ingratitude, too, of 
Pompe/s adherents, who were already pardoned, would 
necessarily excite the vengeance and passions of Csesar. If 
we weigh all these circumstances, we cannot refuse our high* 
est admiration to the force of self-control, to the lofty firm- 
ness, with which Casar carried out his great plan. He gave 
to the world, for the first time, the unexampled instance of a 
tyranny that appeared almost beneficial in the eyes of hia 
republican opponents, since Cicero himself, after Ciesar's 
death, admits, against his will as it were, the corrupted age 
could hardly have ventured to refuse accepting such a master. 
The moment when Caesar reached the culminating point of 
his character, and now began to sink again, he has himself 
fixed with wonderful precision. In his Commentaries, other- 
wise so free from all idle considerations, which go directly 
and quickly to the point, and only give the condensed judg- 
ment as a fact, he pauses once, and once only, at that cus- 
tomary popular superstition, with which Grecian mythogra- 
phers and rhetoricians, as well as Boman annalists, have so 
often surcharged their talented historical representations in the 
spirit of the priests and augurs. He is never wearied with 
^ving in full detail the prodigies and portents connected with 
the victory at Pharsalia. It is as if be wished to say, ^^ a 
violent shock passed through all nature, when Caesar became 
master of the Roman world." In reality, too, that did pass 
through himself what he transposed to nature. Immediately 
afterwards he says: — ^^CsBsar, confiding in the fame of his 
deeds, had not hesitated to proceed with a small force to 
Alexandria, and believed himself now to be safe in that 
place." " In Alexandria," he continues, " the Etesian winds 
compelled him to remain ; for these blow directly contrary to 
those who wish to sail from Alexandria." We know what 
Egyptian charm these Etesian winds mean. It is also not 
unimportant, the fact, that he now thought proper to cease 
writing his history himself ; for as for leisure, he had quite 
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as little now as preyiously. His poor successor, in the enn- 
meration of bis deeds, tells ns shortly after, *' that Cleopatra 
remained under Gassar's protection. At length he tears 
himself away from her ; but his extrayagant joy at the un- 
wonted rapidity* of a yictory, by no means remarkable fot 
him, oyer Pharnaces, is already a proof of that irremediable 
decadence which we need not here trace out any further. 

The character of a classic statesman and ancient hero must 
be judged by what it was in the period of its perfect de^- 
yelopment of force. CsBsar's most peculiar, and his distin- 
guishing quality, is, according to this rule, the inward conse- 
quence of his whole being ; the perfect agreement, namely, 
of a complete imperatorial energy, and a complete imperatorial 
understanding. What we haye to understand by imperatorial 
energy is already defined so happily by the Koman namei 
that it hardly requires a long explanation ; the energy, the 
power not merely to conquer men externally, but also to 
i?ubdue and dominate their minds internally. That Caesar 
quelled a mutinous legion with a word, that he could so 
oyerawe a Lucullus with mere threats, thbt the latter fell at 
his feet, belongs quite as much to it, as his often' rallying 
alone an army, on the point of giying way, by tushin^ 
against the fugitiyes, seizing them indiyidudrlly by the throat, 
and turning them round to the enemy, although the panic 
terror was so great, that one eagle-bearer threatened to 
wound him, another left the standard in his hand. 

CaBsar's understanding also was thoroughly imperatorial^ 
and that too in the highest degree ^ it was precisely such as 
a perfect hero requires for acting and conquering, but with-^ 
out any superfluous additament whateyel:'. His Comment^ 
aries surpass eyen (in this imperatorial yiew and power) the 
greatest historical master-pieces of the Greeks, as likewise 
by the Roman greatness stamped on eyery page of them; 
where also we see that urbanity, that intellectual kind of a 
joyous social feeling so peculiar to the Romans, and which 
was hereditary in Caesar's family. This may also be re- 
marked in his speeches, which he deliyered with a clear 
yoice and fiery action ; in which, too, the spectators admired 
the great force, acuteness, and rapidity of the orator, but 
aboye all a certain admirable care in the language he em- 

♦ Vcni, ndi, yid. - • 
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ployed) his perfect correotness of expression so well suited to 
the subject. CsBsar, indeed, as far as we can judge by his 
works, letters, or speeches extant, is never short in his style 
at the expense of deamess. Still he preferred here, as he 
did in everything else during his life and career of action, 
the shortest way, direct to the object, so that the speediest 
death also seemed to him to be the best. The whole character 
of his oratory is a confirmation of his endeavour to effect in 
everything that which acted in the quickest manner on the 
greatest number of people. That which gives such great 
virtue to his Commentaries is not a rhetorical talent resem- 
bling the verve and power of the poet. There is, even in 
them, not a thought of a beautifully connected and artificially 
grand arrangement of the whole, which by the bye is found 
in no Roman history, Sallust excepted. In this respect the 
Commentaries appear, even in comparison with Xenophon's 
Anabasis, quite uncouth and rude of art. 

Ciesar had also the weakness to make verses. They were 
not more successful than those of the grave Brutus and the 
learned Cicero ; in short, they may be almost termed bad. 
We cannot read, without a smile, how carefully Cicero in- 
quires of his brother for a more complete opinion of Csesar's 
respecting a poetical attempt of his own, and then cites his 
provisional judgment on art, which, by its very limitation, 
and by its talented mode of expression, sounds even still 
more flattering, and has a comic touch of connoisseurship 
about it. Csesar, in general, had no proper feeling for the 
really beautiful. His love for the works of the old painters and 
sculptors, for splendid and valuable things of every descrip- 
tion in art, is not in contradiction with that, and resulted very 
naturally from many other characteristic qualities of his 
being. He felt, beyond all doubt, a love, a passion for that 
which was perfect of its kind, no matter what ; the same 
veneration, too, for classic antiquity, which at that time was 
universal among the higher classes. To this was added the 
Koman love of pure, simple splendour, and lastly that fond- 
ness, so often peculiar to great rulers and conquerors, for. 
valuables of mere arbitrary worth. Thus he was fond of 
large pearls, the weight of which he sometimes ascertained by 
weighing or poising them in his hands. 

Perfect also, with the same consistency and harmony as 
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Ilia whole being, were the two essential ingredients of com- 
ponents of it, — his practical force and his great understanding. 
The rapidity and the intensive strength of his activity were 
not greater than their immense extent and sphere, their 
adamantine and indomitable perseverance. His judgment 
was unerring, his understanding firm, his mind inventive. 
By reason of this inward consistency and harmony of all his 
intellectual faculties and practical qualities bent on one object, 
it will not be easy to find in modern history a hero, who, 
with respect to them, can be placed on a par with Csdsar. 
The peculiar advantage of the modems does not so much 
consist in the extraordinary greatness of individual mental 
and moral forces, as in the capability of giving them all a 
higher direction and application. Otherwise, you will find 
here very often carried to a great height, both in the indi- 
vidual instance, and the totality of modem civilization and 
history, rapidity and perseverance in life and action, strength 
of character and scope, comprehensive greatness of mind, as 
also for the most part memory and inventiveness, or mind 
with imaginativeness and judgment, only at the expense and 
to the detriment of one or the other of these qualities. To 
the characters of antiquity, on the contrary, that harmony of 
all the powers and of the whole life, directed to a given 
centre, and to a definite, even if not so intellectual an object, 
gives precisely the ancient greatness, and the firm secure 
style in life, which imparts to them the semblance of a higher 
perfection, that is, of a decided, and consequentially perfect 
natural force. Besides this, similar difficulties, and such an 
arena for the development of great political characters, and 
the display of heroic greatness, hardly ever occurred again 
to such an extent since the fell of the Ronian republic. The 
force required for exalting and enlarging an hereditary mo- 
narchy, and that force required for monarchically governing 
a republic, the greatest indeed that ever was, by republican 
means, can bear no comparison. It can only serve us as a 
single trait to conceive the activity and rapidity of his mind^ 
when we recall to mind that he could dictate, at one and the 
same time, two letters when on horseback, or even four, aye, 
and if his mind was wholly disengaged, seven even. It 
excites our utmost astonishment, when we take into considera- 
tion, that among them, there were letters of such important 
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contents, often too perchance of such exquisite finish, as the one 
to Cicero still extant, and which hears on it all the impress 
of Csasar* He mnst, indeed, so as to accomplish his pur- 
ppoe, haYO seen through, and comprehended all the in- 
fluential men of the whole vast Roman world, who might be 
serriceahle or prejudicial to his interests ; he must have kept 
A watchful eye over them, and guided them according to his 
views, ,Now, how he actually accomplished this, we can in 
some measure conceive, and learn to admire, from the relations 
he stood ioL to Cicero and Fompey, which we know still the 
most circumstantially* 

In rapidity and firo he was equal to Alexander, in patient 
perseverance and in the extent of his exploits, he very far 
surpassed him ; neither had a Philip broken the ground and 
paved the way for him. No Jtoman hero either before or 
after jhad to overcome such difficulties. The older Romans 
had an easier ftask, because they, though equally ambitious in 
their hearts, were yet republicans in form ; and they, like 
Cfflsar's successors, did but pursue a route already made 
smooth nsxd practicable for them. 

Were there a standard for . sovereign greatness, CsBsar 
would for force and energy mark the very pinnacle of it. 
Would we contrast and compare with him merely in this re- 
spect the heroic characters of modern times and of the most 
recent period, who iv^ a similar manner have wished to tread 
the s^me path of impezatorial supremacy and sovereignty, 
then would CaesSfr oepecially carry off the palm for the con- 
sistency and happy perfection of bis inward man, and for the 
great steadfi^tness of understanding resulting therefrom. We 
must here accurately comprehend and carefully keep distinct 
the ideas; for the perfect character is wholly different, not 
only in degree, but even in its nature from that one, which is 
merely extraprdinary and great in the measure of its force. 
We remark in several great conquerors of more modern times, 
from Attila downwards, something mournful in their disposi- 
tion, an inward discontent, which proceeds from a defect of 
harmony and concord with itself, and which occasionally gives 
birth to even a shade of sullenness. CsQsar, on the contrary, 
was content with himself; nay, of a decidedly joyous dispo- 
mtioQ, such as are all men that are perfect and in perfect 
keeping with themselves. The enjoyment of this inward per- 
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fection seems to be tbe highest vouchsafed to man, in so far 
as nature alone can do it. Compared with this, the precious 
enjoyment of the freshest and most verdant youth throughout 
the whole being, and in its rare purity, is but slight. Per- 
fection, however, this choicest favour and gift of nature, is 
nothing else, save the fortunate co-operation, the complete 
union of several great forces, from out of which conjunction 
entirely new qualities and perfections proceed, which no 
measure, however intense and ample, of one single force can 
generate. The wonderful might, that lies in the inward and 
mutual community and harmony of all the moral and intel- 
lectual powers, is conspicuous in the history of the ancient 
states, that depended entirely on this said community. With 
respect to this fortunate perfection, Caesar may be compared to 
Pericles, who stands in history great as a statesman, general, 
orator, and chief of a sinking republic, who like him stands 
on the boundary-line between k glorious pdst and a new state 
of things for the lesser sphere of Athens, such as Caasar stood 
in the more extensive Roman world. ' 

Nature, it would seem, has her favourites ; and yet the 
balance in a certain measure is preserved or restored by thd 
grand law, that perfection is to be almost always acquired 
only by manifold limitations. Thus, for instance, a total 
want of the finer and moral feelings of delicacy was ^n essen- 
tial feature, I could almost say an element, in Caesar s character 
and peculiar greatness. A Caesar, that should have had 
withal some movements of noble^-mindedness or of conscien- 
tiousness, in short such an ordinary half-virtue, ivould have 
been not only a most imperfect, but perhaps even, despite the 
greatness of individual, though disjointed powers, a very 
feeble, weak being. Weakness is often not an original defect, 
but the consequence of li f&lse ratio between great powers^ 
that mutually obstruct and neutralize one another. 

For a perfect conqueror, Alexander, ^th all his passionate-' 
ness, which it is true, when coupled with boundless power,' 
can and really often deed, have worse results, as the sober 
malignancy of a perfectly prudent understanding, was much 
too good and humane a hero. The etaj inflammability of 
his passions themselves was of a very noble description, like 
that of Homer's Achilles. It betrays so deep a sensibility, 
announces such a lively sense, such a vital elasticity of strong 
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and noble inclinations, that Csesar's nature when compared 
with his, appears only a rude Roman one, quite hard and 
bleak. Only we must excuse Alexander's expressing and 
revealing, with wonted despotic violence, feelings that reveal 
a deep source of genuine morality in his inward being, and we 
must not reckon as a merit CoBsar s more citizen-like forms in 
his, for the most part still republican world, since he, both in 
character, views, and sentiments, was more a tyrant than the 
former. . That which Alexander did against guilty or incri- 
minated Macedonians, we must at least judge by the principles 
of strict martial law, which always acts more promptly even 
among the mildest nations than the civil penal code. Alexan- 
der's apparent rashness, too, was often in conformity with the 
object to be attained, and on the whole founded on correct views, 
a consequence and a duty of his position. It was not required 
here to overcome systematically according to art, an intelligent 
foe by greater intelligence^ but to overthrow a superior though 
blind force; in which the fame of his incredible exploits 
achieved almost more than his feats themselves did. In no 
conqueror's character shall we find so many virtuous ele- 
ments and beautiful traits. The unavoidable destruction of 
Thebes cost him an arduous inward struggle. With confi- 
dence he confided his life into the hands of Philip, a servant 
zealously devoted to him and tried, but deeply calumniated. 
He believed in fidelity, and was capable of the sublimest, most 
intimate friendship. He loved Hepha3stion so fervently, that in 
the fiower of his age, in the plenitude of power, and of renown 
leading to deification, — in short,, in possession of all the goods 
that fortune can give or take, he remained inconsolable for 
his loss. • 

It might be said, perhaps, in compliance with usual pre- 
judices, that to believe in virtue is folly in a conqueror, and 
that true friendship is a useless episode in his life. But pre- 
cisely in this is it shown, that Alexander was more than 
ordinary conquerors. The sober CsBsar was, on the other 
hand, most certainly quite exempt from such glorious weak- 
nesses. But this exemption from noble and moral feelings is 
shared with CsBsar by other great conquerors and world- 
rulers. A limitation quite difierent, that of his political mind, 
of the civilization which he himself had, and which he might 
have given as compensation to the lacerated world, as like- 
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wise in tlie mode and the means, how and through which he 
was enabled to promote and diffuse this civilization, is more 
exclusively peculiar to him. 

After the Fharsalian victory, he believed that all was now 
accomplished, and yet properly the most difficult part of his 
task began then. For the power of the Pompeians, or rather 
of the old republican forms, had struck incredibly deep roots 
throughout the whole Roman world ; after all the shocks they 
had sustained, they were still very firm and strong. It may 
easily be conceived that the constitution of the Romans, who 
built even their roads and aqueducts as if for eternity, was not 
so loosely founded and not so easily overthrown. What was 
more natural than that the vast tottering edifice should fall 
upon the head of the heedless victor who had given it the last 
shock ? If his fall were necessary, if his project must needs 
be wrecked, the blame lay in an inward contradiction of the 
same, which at its completion could only arise from an original 
defect of his genius. 

During the short period of his undisturbed autocracy, Cassar 
commenced much that was great, and aimed at much still 
greater. He commenced that alone not, which Rome required 
above all things, and which alone could yield security to him- 
self — a constitution raised on deep foundations and an organic 
arranging of the state, even if it had been more monarchical in 
its substance, nevertheless conciliatory and wisely mediating 
between the old forms of the republic and the new period and 
epoch of this single city, that had acquired the sovereignty of 
the world. Cicero very emphatically reminds him, in his 
beautiful oration for Marcellus, of this duty, with a dignity 
and free independence that would deserve our respect, had not 
the orator debased it by the hypocritical assurance of vows for 
Caesar's safety, when he in fact was panting for the victor's 
death, perhaps even knew of the dawning conspiracy. That 
he joins the salutary truth with tact to the agreeable, that he 
praises Caesar so brilliantly but yet truthfully, this cannot well 
be censured. 

Had Ca3sar been able to effect what Cicero, Rome, and 
humanity claimed from him, both loud and in silence, he would 
certainly have also desired it. He possessed, however, only 
that political energy and skill, and that talent which is requi- 
site for being the head of a party. He did not possess a legLs- 
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latiye geniaSy a lukid capable of forming organic institutional 
as a Solon did, or other great founders and renovators of 
states. A surprising defect in Caesar's mind is shown as soon 
as it passed beyond the limits of that party contest. Even then, 
when he stood on the summit of his power, and had just re- 
turned as conqueror to Rome, in six or seven days he rendered 
himself so odious to those masses whose cause he pretended to 
conduct, that Cicero derived great hopes from it. He expe- 
rienced the most obstinate resistance, and he admits himself 
that he should have been obliged to leave the city without 
having effected his object. What too did the republicans, 
even when the war was quite over, not dare to do against him 
precisely by reason of his haughty assumption? It is not 
therefore to be looked upon as accidental, that everything poli- 
tical should be always touched upon so incidentally, so very 
superficially discussed in his almost exclusively military 
chronicles. At the head of his army, or as the chief of a party 
in the political contest and civil war, he had an invincible 
power, and was alone great. Not so, however, as the supreme 
guide of a mighty state in the^calm period of peace, so as to 
insure to himself a lasting rule with order. 

When a man has reached the object of all his aspirations, 
and the highest summit of fortune even to satiety has been 
gained, we are best enabled to learn thoroughly from this very 
object the real subjects and the extent of his inclinations. 
Jt then often happens, that he who has only dreamed of 
divinely exalted efforts, or boasted loudly of them, suddenly 
stands still ; he has now no longer any wishes, because his 
immediate desires are satisfied. The limits of one's inclina- 
tions are a sure standard for his mental power; for what 
man can achieve thoroughly, that he desires also, and con- 
tinues to do. CoBsar Lad reached the last goal of his wishes, 
and being content, had nothing left to live for, nevertheless 
without the slightest trace of melancholy, which would 
denote a still higher aspiration unsatisfied, and, from being 
deemed unattainable, unhoped for. 

It was also not chagrin and dejection arising from secret 
sources of despondency, it was not any distrust in the con- 
stancy of his own good fortune, but a pure satiety of life, 
without desire and without fear, not adverse to his being 
always gay and even unconstrainedly merry; it was the 
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ample feeling tbat he had reached the goal. ^' Unwillingly/' 
says Cicero, ^'have I heard thy transcendently wise j nag- 
ment, that then hadet liired long enough for the contentment 
of nature, and also for glory. Enough, if thou wilt, perhaps 
for nature ; I will also add, if thou thinkest bo, for fame ; 
hut assuredly still far too little for the country, and that is 
the most important. Therefore cease, I pray thee, this view 
of thinking men respecting contempt of death ; do not wish 
to he a sage at our expense. For I am often compelled to 
hear it reported of thee, that thou art constantly repeating 
that thou nast no further need of life* I would concede this, 
if thou only livedst for thyself ot wert only bom for thyself. 
Now, however, that thy deeds concern the welfare of all the 
citizens, and have embraced the whole state, thou art as far 
from the completion of the greatest works, that thou hast not 
even finished yet the groundwork of thy plans." Thus 
spake the great Romans of' that time to one another. 

Since Csesar desired nothing more, he had certainly accom- 
plished all that he could, and for which he possessed the 
energy and talents, as well as the aspiration of mind. Or 
was it, perchance, no alluring goal of a lofty desire of fame, 
to save the sinking grandeur of the Roman people ? Even 
the easiest solution to the difficult task of that age ripe for 
a new monarchical form of government ; to introduce gently 
among the old civil forms a sense more in harmony and 
keeping with the present mode of ruling, to remove silently 
away the whole of the decayed parts from the former vital 
structure, to repair what was merely damaged, to prop it 
np and give it a new sheathing, a new coating, as it were, 
appeared so meritorious a work, that the wary dissembling 
character, who had the good fortune and the talent to com-* 
plete it, has almost found an apotheosis in history itself.. 
To be the new founder of the greatest state, the new modeller 
of the most illustrious people, to be this, the inward force and 
talent failed Caesar. To conquer, in the fullest sense of the 
word, this he could do ; he was able, not merely with the 
sword, but also by the power of speech and the influence of 
social connection, by superior force and subtlety, to bend 
and bow down the individual man and men in masses, to faeh- 
cinate and bind them, to guide them according to his views* 
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Sucli was his peculiar talent, in which CsBsar, perhaps, has 
been surpassed bj no other statesman or hero. 
, Modern sophists are much mistaken when they assign to 
Csosar their own favourite error, and attempt, perhaps, to 
confirm it by his example, as if autocracy had only been the 
means for enabling him to gratify his boundless humanity, 
and promote the universal weal, after the full measure of his 
immense resources. No, conquering itself, in that more 
enlarged as well as in the common acceptation of the terra, 
wais his ultimate object. It was one of his favourite projects, 
to build a temple of Mars, and of a size such as had not pre- 
viously existed, a trait that is important for this side of his 
character. It was triumph that he really desired and loved. 
Hence he could not abstain from triumphing even over 
Roman citizens, contrary to all political prudence, and that 
too in a manner that would needs alienate and exasperate 
all who still thought and felt as Romans. 

His mental culture was limited in this way, that he liked 
perfection for its own sake alone in everything, whether great 
or small, hated everything that was bungling and imperfect ; 
he honoured what was classical, not because it was true, good, 
beautiful, and right, but because it was perfect in its kind. 
For genuine moral goodness and worth, for artistic beauty, 
or for inward divine truth and justice, he had as little taste, 
sense, and susceptibility as he had for poetic composition. 
His world and the subjects of his contemplation were the 
agreeable and the useful. It is true he carried out the useful 
to an immeasurable extent; hence many of his projects appear 
sublime through the manner and intensity they were con- 
eeived or executed in, although their final purport is of that 
description, that, strictly defined, it can never be termed 
sublime. 

The highest that he was capable of achieving for the further- 
ance and diffusion of this material culture, was to remove from 
his path difficulties, from which any other would have shrunk 
with dread, and to create in their stead vast materials. Ho 
was not capable of transmitting even a feeble portion of his 
great mind to one of his adherents, like Alexander, who left 
at his decease a seminary as it were of heroes, generals, and 
great rulers ; he was not able like a Solon or Themistocles to 
found political institutions or to animate anew those already 



AN HISTORICAL COMPARISON. 837 

existing, to breathe into them the spirit of his own thought. 
In the major half of his nature he was a barbarian, for his 
genius was childless. 

To exalt a rude or falsely civilized people to a really humane 
civilization, that lay not in his sphere. To compel and guide 
a warlike people that loved freedom to peace (what the 
Romans, with a peculiar expression, term pacare)^ in such a 
manner that it was literally crushed ; that it from that time 
forth bowed patiently beneath the yoke of Rome's iron sway, 
that he understood better than any other. In accordance with 
his object, and in this spirit-, he acted then in Gaul also in such 
a way that some in the senate proposed to deliver hiih np to 
the enemy. Gaul was for him, it is true, only a means and 
a preparation for other higher objects, a rich gold-mine, a 
military school for his legions. 

Alexander, on the other hand, always embracing the two 
extremes, that which was opposed, protected his new subjects 
quite as much against the overbearing treatment of his warriors, 
as against the cruelty and covetousness of their own satraps. 
In the oriental traditions not yet extinct, he is still highly 
extolled for his humanity. If he is also called the "Robber 
God," what conqueror has ever been called differently by the 
suffering many f And are the latter then also capable of 
keeping distinct the unavoidable evils that have always ac- 
companied even the justest war, especially in antiquity, from 
superfluous and wanton devastations committed for no object ? 
Alexander s war against the Persians was as just as ever has 
been waged. It cannot be denied that his love of conquest 
increased with his success and progress ; he then seized upon, 
in his way, whatever was in his grasp, else he had not been 
Alexander. He spared Grecian liberty so much, that he even 
delivered over some who had set themselves up as tyrants to 
their fellow-citizens. 

It did not suffice him to overcome nations ; the highest 
aim of his ambition was to be the founder of a universal 
state, the modeller of all nations, and to fill the whole human 
race with the Hellenic spirit. In general, the character of 
the Grecian instinct for conquest, which had already begun 
to work powerfully a considerable time before Alexander, 
aye, even before the schemes and plans of Philip, Jason, and 
Agesilaus, and before the retreat of the ten thousand under 
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Xenophon, was far more noble than' the Roman instinct. 
The spring that impelled the Asiatic conquerors was thirst 
for fame and love of splendour ; the soul of the Carthaginian 
conquests was covetousness and pelf, or advantages in trade ; 
finally of the Sojthians, that is, of all who lived and thought 
as nomads, we might say, that they went forth to conquest 
only through necessity and the want of adequate support for 
life, or through the absence of sufficient occupation. The 
!Romans strove for boundless might, and honour, and rule ; 
hence the greatness of the Roman empire ; for every effort, 
surpassing the mere sensual present, to realize the idea of 
lasting posthumous renown, and the glory of one's native 
country, is sublime in the individual ; how much more so then 
the public enthusiasm of an entire people ? As every organic 
force, when its interior development is completed, and the 
material rudiments of. life have been perfectly formed, feels 
an instinctive impulse to propagate itself and form a con- 
gener out of itself; so with the Greeks, from that moment 
when their collective civilization, the universal validity and 
high importance of which they themselves did not know or 
recognize scientifically, though they very definitely felt it, 
had reached its highest point of attainment ; from that )no- 
ment, I repeat, was manifested the instinct of difi'usiug this 
spirit universally, of moulding all nations after the Greek 
ideal. From that moment there was universal peace and 
fraternity among all the Greeks ; everlasting war against all 
the neighbouring barbarians and tyrants was the favourite 
wish of the whole people, it was the common-place theme of 
all the sophists and political orators, because it was the preva- 
lent idea of that period, and of the whole Hellenic race. 

Alexander made the beginning, or at least had the grand 
design of raising the falsely civilized Asiatics to a truly 
humane culture. If now the Hellenic mind could never 
entirely pervade Asia,, which continent, at a later period, 
rejected it again utterly, debased as that mind had become, 
as an element foreign to it from the beginning ; nevertheless, 
the more general diffusion of a real civilization, the foundation 
of which, Alexander, young as he was, knew how to lay so 
rapidly and enduringly, was not lost for the development of 
humanity, and it evidences in its founder a comprehensive- 
ness and a power of communicating genuine civilization, in 
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comparison with which the action of the Roman conqueror 
appears only rude and uncouth. We find this real culture, 
as likewise the mind and sense for it, in general, solely among 
Grecian rulers and conquerors, the first and worthiest of 
whom Alexander both was and continued to be. 

He knew how to unite and identify in himself the royal 
leader of the Macedonians, the free chief of the system of 
the Grecian free states, and the Asiatic soyereign of the great 
Persian empire, in the most perfect manner. Whilst he formed 
an epoch in the art of war, while he gave to trade an entirely 
new direction, disseminated over Asia Grecian colonial 
cities, sent forth Voyages of discoirery, by which the limits of 
geographical science and natural history were immeasurably 
enlarged, he inyestigated, as a worthy pupil of Aristotle, in 
Conjunction With philosophers, the nature of true ciyilization, 
the character of the strange Asiatic races, and the most 
appropriate mode of treating them. In grace of deportment 
and of mind a second Alcibiades, he adorned the path itself 
of his conquests to such an extent with the real Grecian 
beauty of art and life, with gymnastic games and musical 
festirities, that it resembled more a joyous procession of Bac- 
chus than a desolating war. That also was especially peculiar 
to him, what we might aptly term the faculty tot giying 
political vitality and creating organically. The power and 
the tact, not merely to attach men to himself, but also to 
unite them among themselyes in a new political creation ; to 
communicate and impart to the beirig thus united and new 
formed, a life of its own, independent of its creator, and in 
general to propagate his own creative spirit among his adhe- 
rents, — this I repeat was peculiar to him. It is well known 
how skilfully he understood tho ' art of transforming the 
customs and manners of the Asiatics and the Greeks, of min- 
gling and blending them. His propensity to build cities was 
nearly carried to excess, and was not free from Greek vanity, 
for in the opinion of the Greeks it wils finer and inore sacred 
to be the author of a political being, the founder of a people 
(irr/oTiyc)) than to be yictor in the public g&mes. Asa host of 
philosophers and orators proceeded from the schools of Socrates 
and Isocrates by their plastic master-minds, so was the camp 
of Alexander a seminary for kings. His successors and scho- 
lars were royal personages, both by their energy and mind, 

z 2 
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boldness and subtlety, beauty and dignity of fomi. Tliey 
seemed, says an ancient writer, to have been called, not from 
one distinct people, but from the whole human race. The 
least of them would have been still worthy of disputing as a 
general with Caesar the prize of yictory. 

We only reproduce here two more features of Alexander's 
higher moral character. He is the only known conqueror of 
whom the report has been handed down to ns, that he could 
sincerely repent the faults he had committed in anger. His 
bitter repentance for the murder of Clitus may remind us of 
the grief with* which Timoleon did not, as a Greek sophist 
alleges, desecrate his great action, but rather testified the 
sacred purity of his motives. The hopeless despondency, 
into which Alexander sank towards the end of his life, which 
he gave utterance to in such varied and violent ways, is in 
this respect very remarkable, profoundly disclosing to us 
the innermost nature of his moral faculties and aspirations. 
There is in this sublime discontent, which only the death of a 
beloved friend gave rise to in Alexander, something wonderfully 
affecting, and on the other hand something also great, that cap- 
tivates us ; a living instance and proof, as it were, that maa 
has only the choice between contented mediocrity and restless 
exaltedness. What is greater than, amid the most wanton 
exuberance of everything that can possibly be desired, to long 
still unsatisfied after something higher and divine, that is 
unattainable ? That is more than Ilerda and Dyrrhachium ! 
There was also suffused throughout the entire life and being 
of Brutus, as ancient historians tell us, a melancholy of a 
kindred nature, by which the rigidity of his virtue is for our 
eye softened down to moral beauty. Such . a feeling was 
wholly alien to Caesar. His material weariness of life was a 
mere satiety in the superabundance of all earthly possessions ; 
and precisely at this terminating point of his career does it 
become most strikingly visible and evident, what a general 
deficiency there was of any aspiration towards an invisible 
higher something and a divine idea in all his grand acts and 
deeds. Who would not prefer being the unsatisfied Alex- 
ander, who remained imperfect, than the fortunate Ccesor, 
who reached the final goal of his desires, but who the while 
resembled Catiline, and was obliged to hate Cato ? 

Caesar himself openly admitted his resemblance to Catiline, 
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wHen he was reproached with haviDg promoted some men of 
the very lowest extraction to the highest places of honour, 
inasmuch as he replied, that if assassins and robbers had been 
serviceable to him in the maintenance of his power and dig- 
nity, he would reward even such persons as these in the veiy 
same manner. It was universallj believed that he had, on 
a certain occasion, despatched by poison a hired suborner, 
because the project failed. In his first consulship he stole 
three thousand pounds of gold from the Capitol, and placed 
the same quantity of gilt ore in its place ; he sold alliances 
and bartered away kingdoms. He often plundered temples 
and consecrated places ; he destroyed innocent cities for the 
mere sake of booty. He only defrayed, by these and similar 
spoliations, the expenses of civil war, and the expenditure 
required for his triumphs, for his public spectacles and 
works. 

Cato, who wished rather to be than to appear good, who 
in all things acted with strict morality, in accordance with 
old Roman virtue, because he, in conformity with his cha- 
racter, could not act otherwise, was quite equal to and a 
match for Cadsar in greatness of soul, though of an anti- 
thetical nature. Csasar heartily hated him for it, since he 
could not despise him. The commencement of their open 
feud was that great day, when the thunders of Catonian 
eloquence dashed in pieces and crushed the half triumphant 
treacherous council of the crafty CsBsar concerning the Cati- 
line conspirators, and filled the sinking senate with the old 
Roman enthusiasm. How paltry it was in the victor to 
display the image of this man in his triumph, who by a 
voluntary death, properly speaking, in the higher sense had 
triumphed over him, for the information of a witness in other 
things not over worthy of belief, is credible in this instance, 
that the death of Cato really vexed Caesar, because it de- 
prived him of an expected triumph, although he made no 
allusion whatever to it, until he at last broke out into the 
exclamation that cost him nothing of his mild views, which 
he declared he had entertained with respect to him. It is 
still more petty, that even when dictator, like a vacant 
quarrelsome speaker, he wrote invectives against him, which 
were so pitiful that even the republicans wished to publish 
them, in order by that means to exalt by so much the more 
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the fame of Cato, and to render ridiealous Gsesar design of 
censuring Cato. 

Alexander gave to the age he lived in a direction perfectly 

appropriate, nay, the very hest possible one even for the Greek 

mental culture, and its diffusion over Asia. He had no 

share in the horrors committed by the despots who succeeded 

him, and no blame attaches to him ; they were totally op-> 

posed to bis great nature. Caesar did not profit by the fall 

of old free Rome to shape it into something better ; he only 

hurried it on and prepared it for still worse, for the very 

worst ; for other unworthy tyrants, succeeding him, enjoyed 

the fruits of his deeds. The whole amount of his Herculean 

labours was in the end only a further contribution to the 

fortunes of Augustus. Ccesar would have overcome legions 

of men, such as Sylla and Augustus were, in that ample 

sense of the word ; but in the more refined art of ruling, he 

was a mere tyro compared with Augustus, who knew how, 

with such masterly skill, to be the concealed monarch of 

a seeming republicr In the organic genius of a legislator, ho 

was very far surpassed by even Sylla, who, it is true, was an 

absolute dictator, but still only such in a perfectly republican 

spirit and sense. For a republican imperator, Caesar was too 

tyrannical ; for an absolute despotic monarch, too republican, 

too free and careless in his own manners and life. 

This was not in a manner the consequence of an accidental 
fEilse step, which would have drawn on the others unavoidably 
after it. It was not his crossing the Hubicon at the outset 
almost of his public life. It was, on the contrary, an original 
incapability and defect in his being to enable him to perform 
the mighty task of that period with the requisite consum- 
mation. He was naturally disposed to be tyrannical, and full 
of monarchical pride ; but without the inward worth appro- 
priate to such a form, without the moral restraint and strictness 
over himself. At a very early age, in the funeral oration he 
delivered over his father's sister Julia, he boasted of his sup- 
posed royal race and eulogized the exaltedness of such a descent. 
Such expressions were very unwise and unseemly for the 
citizen of a free state, for a party chief iu the Roman world of 
that time, and could only lead to such a catastrophe. This, 
however, is easily forgotten, so long as the god of the day 
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still stands on the pinnacle of fortune ; the transition is irre- 
sistibly rapid and easy from a demagoguical victor to a tyranni- 
cal despot. Caesar was not perfectly clear also with himself 
about his ambitious sentiments, and constantly had in his 
mouth the saying of Eteodes in Euripides : " For the sake of 
sovereignty one may act wrong, in other things not." As 
victor, he shrank so little from the name of absolute ruler and 
tyrant, that he rather seemed to desire it ^' Sylla," he said, 
*' did not understand the rudiments of the governing art, by 
his having laid down the dictatorship. The republic was 
nothing but an empty name ; men might speak more reserved 
with him, and honour his words as laws." Towards the end 
of his life, he was wont to start in his sleep. He was doomed 
inevitably to fall, great as he was, and he had a prescient 
feeling of it. He was indeed great, as he fell, nnce he found 
Brutus one of his worthy opponents and avengers. 

C»6ar paved the way for far worse tyrants than himself, 
— ^for a Tiberius, Caligula, Nero ; he was in his fall an in- 
structive warning, example, and type for them, but in vain. 
If the republic at that time could no longer exist, the new 
monarchical constitution should nevertheless have been founded 
altogether more solidly, morally, and justly. There are times 
equally capable of a twofold direction, where the &te of man- 
kind hangs as it were by a thread, by a hair. If now the age 
of Caesar and Augustus had been such ? If it could be shown 
to be probable that the history of mankind would now be clear 
of some atrocious centuries, if Caesar had either not conquered 
or had used this victory more wisely and greatly? The 
sophists will hear nothing of this, they who think they 
know so accurately why everything bad that has ever come 
to pass was necessary and forced to come to pass. Notwith- 
standing this, these are useful, instructive questions and pro- 
blems for a more exalted historical standard of morals and 
judgment. 

Weighed together in this balance, the preponderance inclines 
to the side of the youthluUy inspired Alexander, whose histo- 
rical causality and action were more fruitful for the future than 
destructive for the present. If nation too be compared with 
nation, the dissolution of Hellenic freedom and civilization 
presents a less austere and joyless spectacle than the moral &11 
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of the old strict Roman world. We are in the one case still 
exalted in our minds by the last glorious soaring flight of 
beautiful Grecian enthusiasm; whereas here, in tho Roman 
western land, everything sinks down into monotonous lethargy, 
until the new sun of a sublimer and divine faith rises above 
the old ruins of dilapidated and fallen paganism. 



ON THE 

BEGINNING OF OUR HISTORY, o 

AND 

THE LAST REVOLUTION OF THE EARTH; 

AS THE PROBABLE EFFECT OF A COMET. 

{A Critique on Bhode's Work,* pubUehed at Breslau, 1819.) 



At all times, amongst all nations and classes, the origin of 
history and of man has always been, as it Still is, before 
every other, that branch of study which most interests us 
and evokes our faculty of research. The knowledge of 
antiquity, which partly and in its ultimate object is similarly 
directed to the gratification of this natural and ineradicable 
inquisitiveness, occupies a very important place in our pre- 
sent German literature, it is promoted zealously from tho 
most different sides, it is cultivated with corresponding suc- 
cess. While new treasures and sources are being continually 
opened for us in Indian, Persian, Egyptian documents and 
monuments, or important elucidations of them given to us ; 
while even Grecian antiquity, with all that is intimately 
allied to it, is drawn forth from the narrow circle of ordinary 
philology by the deep acumen of Creuzer, leading us back to 
the sources of all heathen theology, we are no less conducted 
by a geography, that really embraces both earth and men, in 
Ritter's genial mode of treating it, as well as by other xLis- 
coveries, whether geognostic or relating to the natural history 
of the earth, or by a new arrangement and utilization of 
what was previously known, to that point where history may 
undoubtedly become a science, no longer having merely a 
middle, but a beginning and end also. This is, however, 

* J. G. Rhode Ueber den Anfang nnserer Geschichte und die letzte 
Reyolutiou der Erde, als wahrscheinUche Wirkung eines Kometen. 
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said, Bupposing tHat that can be tenned a science, whicli in 
point of fact is only tHe common remembrance of collective 
humanity, as soon as eyeiything spurious shall hare been 
separated, and a dear interpretation added to that remem- 
brance of the primeval period, to our own development from 
the beginning. From all ndes this copious supply of new 
sources and new ideas streams in upon us, enablmg us to 
imderstand antiquity completely and more correctly, so that 
all, which now seems still to be wanting, is a sure key for 
the unlocking of all these treasures, by which we may be 
enabled accurately to solve the riddle of the past in all its 
plenitude of manifold shapes. Where already such a num- 
ber of lineaments, so many single words of the whole, if we 
may be allowed such an expression, become suddenly tinged 
with light, solve themselves as it were, and irradiate too 
much that was previously dark ; there we may well hope 
that all can equally become clear and intelligible, so soon aa 
ihe light shall radiate forth to illumine and arrange. ^^ On 
the ^ade, which our knowledge of collective antiquity has 
now attained," says our author in the preface (p. 2), ^^ every 
investigator will look out for a firm spot to stand on, whence 
he may scan the wide field of his inquiry, so as to arrange with 
method and system the objects as they become visible to him/* 
I perfectly agree with him, when he adds, '^ According to my 
view, that spot for standing on, can, and should only rest on 
an historical foundation, which must especially be solidly 
established, if that be in any way possible." 

The author now arranges in a twofold manner those writers 
who have meritoriously advanced the higher knowledge of 
antiquity ; inasmuch as he on the one part presents to us an 
extremely remarkable, a very simple, and yet so explanatory 
an h3rpothesis, based on geography, concerning the last revo- 
lution of the earth and the great flood, from which also, in 
the author's opinion, not indeed the first history of man pro- 
ceeds, but yet that history immediately afiecting us, the well- 
known (second) commencement of history ; on the other 
hand, however, points out in the Zendavesta the evident 
traces of a most remarkable concordance with this very hypo- 
thesis of his, and generally speaking is convinced that he has 
found in the doctrine of Zoroaster, in the sacred traditions 
and writings of the old Parsees, the richest and most genuine 
Bouice of olden history and religion or doctrine of revelation. 
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As far as regards the mode in which the author treats his 
suhject, I cannot enough praise it. Clear and lucid as his 
style is, so is also the current of his thoughts, simple, directed 
straight onward to the essential. Bold and decisire in the 
acceptance of a great fact, or of a new supposition, as soon 
as he helieves himself authorized to it and finds it adequately 
grounded, he, nevertheless, never in any way loses himself in 
too systematical a working out of all the details hy petty 
over-nice groveUing, or hy rash poetical starts. In the solv- 
ing of some very intricate particular mythological questioo^ 
many antiquarian investigators, like those mentioned ahove, 
may, no douht, surpass him in critical acumen and learning. 
His really historical sense transcends in this, that in the 
course of his investigation he does not disturh what is unes- 
sential, what is isolated, that he keeps much open and free 
for ulterior and more close determination, that he confines 
himself to the principal thing, and only cares to estahlish the 
grand historical main facts of primeval history, and the 
results so simple, hut of such after-importance, that spring 
from them. 

I perfectly agree with tbe author also respecting the prin- 
ciple in the method of his inquiries ; for I hold it to he, as he 
does, very possible to separate what is historical from the 
mythical part of the old traditions, and to extract the most 
essential facts of universal primeval history from the web- 
like envelope of mythology ; so soon as light shall have once 
pierced this chaos, that is, so soon rs the firm point of com- 
mencement, or the central point itself, shall have been found 
for such investigations, and for the opening of man's history. 

What I, however — ^this principle having been once accepted 
—can less concede or explain, is why the author in his first 
result (p. 6), should say, " That the history of man begins 
with the last great revolution of the earth ; * for if, as he adds, 
the reminiscence of a former period remained to them notwith- 
standing, an element has been taken up into his assertion that 
perfectly neutralizes the whole. If the reminiscence of a 
former epoch remained, and was preserved in the only con- 
ceivable mode, by sacred tradition, by historical or poetical 
myth, why should not the historical be as well capable of 
being separated from this tradition and myth of the ante- 
diluvian period, as the author attempts to do from the sub-* 
sequent myth since the last revolution of the earth ? The 
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traditions of the first age after this reyolutioa are also indi- 
vidoallj often dark, intricate, clouded enough. This was but 
natural, before the heaving elements of the preserved human 
race and the newly-arisen nations could have subsided anew 
and settled into order. It is not difficult to conceive that the 
saga of the primeval period, in relation to that first portion of 
time after the revolution during the first origin of the separated 
nations, would be preserved even purer and historically 
clearer. Now if the author finds in the Zendavesta the de- 
tailed circumstances and causes of the last great deluge given 
with admirable correctness (according to his by no means im- 
probable hypothesis of it), why then perhaps other old tradi- 
tions, the Indian for instance, furnish us also with very re- 
markable ruins and remains, traces, or hints of that very same 
antediluvian period. I expressly abstain as yet from mention- 
ing here the Mosaic sacred document or primeval history, for 
this the author attempts to keep aloof from the train of his 
ideas and for the moment to set aside, fearing lest the appli- 
cation of it should interfere with and disturb the freedom of 
inquiry and a comprehensive criticism. For which reason we 
may well excuse him, if the historical contents of the Genesis 
be understood, or rather misunderstood, in the usual circum- 
scribed manner, and be then polemically brought forward 
against all other old traditions. In a primitively historical 
inquiry, thoroughly carried out and really comprehensive in 
every respect, the matter would assume quite another aspect. 
As iu a later and, compared to the other, lower region of 
antiquarian science, the old Herodotus, once so often re- 
proached with being so fabulous, is now fully and universally 
appreciated by the most learned geographers and historians, is 
justified and lauded by them for his simple and candid wisdom ; 
so likewise the more our Egyptian, Indian, Persian, and Chi- 
nese studies of the primitive age progress, the clearer our 
geognostical and primevally historical views become, may 
Moses and the Genesis, together with much new light, reattain 
also their ancient dignity in the most ample degree. The 
author does not like this string to be touched, although he ac- 
tually is not opposed to the Holy Writ ; yet it is singular and 
striking, that he should not have remarked himself, how his 
declaration (p. 31) — " That the prpbable commencement of 
human history occurs in the intervals between the two last re- 
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formations of the earth " — ^properly understood, so accurately 
agrees with the Mosaic account. A supposition, which is cer- 
tainly not regarded by us as such, as a mere probability, but as 
an historical certainty, as much as anything can be called 
certain in the primitiye history of man. 

The last grand revolution of the earth remains the main 
theme of the author. That by this, in the Zendavesta also, 
the flood of Noah or the deluge is meant, and there assigned 
to the operation of the enemy of nature in the shape of a 
dragon-star or comet, that this is the same, which Moses like- 
wise describes to us, is clear and indubitable from the circum- 
stance, that the Zend myth connects the emigration of Jemjid 
pretty nearly with that frightful catastrophe, and this pri- 
meval king Jemjid is recognized to be a personage identical 
with the Shem of the Genesis. 

The principal thought of the author concerning the last re- 
volution of the earth or the deluge is this : — ^A great internal 
alteration was going on at that time in the earth, inasmuch as 
it very considerably deranged the axis and equator of its daily 
revolution, by which means also the geographical and cli- 
matical nature of the firm land was entirely changed. This 
great catastrophe in nature was occasioned by a comet that 
approached yery near the earth, having risen in the southern 
sky, as is evident from the description of it in the Zendavesta. 
As far as regards the alteration of the pole, as asserted, the 
author relies also for its confirmation on astronomical remarks 
and suppositions with respect to the anomalies resulting from 
the measurements of degrees of latitude, such as they have 
been made up to the present time. 

Now, since in this science of antiquity and primitive history, 
as in every other, the truth reposes on the evidence of *' two 
witnesses," consequently here writ and nature, it is but rea- 
sonable, that besides the writ, as the sum of all the sacred old 
traditions, the other witness also, nature, that is, the spirit of 
geography and astronomy, as far as it has yet flourished, 
should be heard, so as to throw light into the darkness of the 
primeval world, while we are exploring there. An hypothesis 
of geography which, drawn up with this overpowering clear- 
ness, should unite and present so much that is acceptable from 
its lucid conviction and probable from its almost satisfying our 
doubts, has appeared not unimportant to us. I mean parti- 
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cularly by tliat only the principal fact as to the alteration of 
the earth's axis and eqnator, and to the entire climatio change 
of the habitable earth, that is quite naturally, not to say neces- 
sarily, connected with it. Whether a comet were the cause, 
as has been often thought, probable as it appears, that is for u» 
a secondary matter. I will not meddle with that part of the 
subject. The real fact which throws light upon primitive 
history is that alteration of the equator, and in the climate of 
most countries. Supposing it also to be positively ascertained 
that a comet was the cause, we should nevertheless not lay too 
high and exclusive a value on the circumstance that it stands 
in the Zendavesta, although the mentioning of it, allowing that 
it really so was, must certainly be regarded as remarkable. 
This would be precisely as if we should allow Pythagoras to 
be the sole object of our admiration among the Greek philo- 
sophers, because he knew the true system of the world and the 
revolution of the earth about the sun, and not place a higher 
value on the sagacity of Heraclitus, the sublimity of Plato, the 
all-comprehensive penetration of Aristotle. Such a partial 
and too absolute an estimation of one primitive historical source, 
to the depreciation of all the others, ought by so much the less 
to be resorted to by the author, as he most justly censures a 
similar proceeding on the part of those who mistakenly apply 
the high authority of the Genesis for limiting investigation and 
confining the judgment. 

To this must be added, that the correct astronomical in- 
terpretation of the old Asiatic documents is indisputably 
subject to great difficulties and uncertainty. The Tashter, 
for instance, which the author so decidedly considers to be 
the planet Jupiter, is, according to a communication made to 
me by a friend deeply versed in the Persian dictionaries and 
documents, in the Bundehesh, £ir more likely a fixed star ; 
whilst others (see Creuzer, Symbol, i. p. 751, note 101, new 
edit.) take it to be the planet Mars. It cannot be doubted 
that a comet is meant in that passage of the Zendavesta, 
which speaks of the enemy of nature, a dragon-star, as 
occasioning the flood. Now whether the Zendavesta be 
right, whether a comet was really the cause or not, we leave 
this for the author to settle with the astronomers ; as also 
the mathematically correct determination, whether the old 
South Pole is to be placed exactly in tho fortieth or fiftieth 
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degree of southem latitude beneath the Cape of Good Hope. 
The course of the former equator, and consequently also of 
the tropical climate right through Asia in a south-westerly 
direction, and through the middle of Europe, has, never- 
theless, historically, a great deal in its favour for explaining 
monuments actually there, and the remains of the primeval 
world. By this, tor instance, are satisfiEictorily explained at 
once, and without difficulty, all the beds of elephant teeth in 
Siberia, the palms and cactuses in the strata of northern 
countries, and so on. In so violent and great an alteration, 
there can be no doubt whatever but that much which was 
once firm land has become sea, and vice versd. Thus it 
becomes quite intelligible why fossil human bones are found 
80 rarely and exceptionally, as on the island of Guadaloupe 
(p. 2), or in the Sierra Nevada of southern Spain (p. 35), 
although the earth was inhabited by a numerous race of men 
before the flood, since we can well assume that those human 
bones may lie in very many ways covered by the depths of the 
sea. It is therefore not exactly necessary to assume, accord- 
ing to De Luc's arbitrary and violent conclusion (which some 
of our readers no doubt remember in the work of Stolberg), 
that all the previous land became sea in consequence of the 
deluge, but that the old bottom of the sea rose up, forming 
the actual habitable land ; an hypothesis which has the fault 
of being too much of a good thing. We may, nevertheless, 
safely assume, that a very important change in the main land 
took place during the catastrophe, so much so tbat it would 
be idle labour were we to attempt to define geographically 
on the present earth the position of the real primeval land, 
such as it was before the flood. Hence also the four rivers 
of paradise in Moses, or wherever they are alluded to besides 
in Asiatic traditions, as Stolberg, in the text quoted (part i. 
p. 380), rightly observes, must now be solely regarded by 
analogy as a t3rpe ; since in no part of the earth is a spot to 
be found, where four such streams, as there expressly men- 
tioned, spring from one common source. This is the case, 
whether you consider the Phison, the only doubtfal one, as 
St. Hieronymus did (Epist. II. 15), to be the Ganges, or 
look upon it as the Caucasian river.* To this must be 

* I see on the Mosaic map of the world in Malte Bran'n Atlas, that 
this celebrated geographer is inclined to regard not merely the Phison^ 
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abided, that in that passage of the Genesis the deeper sym- 
bolical meaning of the four rivers* is of more immediate im- 
portance, since their geographical names are evidently merely 
added for the depicting of the analogy ; so many examples 
of which are similarly to be found in other passages of 
Scripture.t In the same manner as the author considers the 
great flood and the change in the earth's axis that then took 
place, is also explained, in some measure, although not quite 
sufficiently, the highly irregular and utterly rent shape of 
our present four or Ave parts of the earth, unless it would be 
more correct, from deeper reasons of geography, to assume 
only three. According to the opinion of those, for instance, 
who find the character of an isolated part of the world most 
expressed in America, not alone in the peculiar impress of 
all its vegetable and animal productions, but also in the con- 
formation of its shape, approaching at least more a certain 
norm, where the great north and southern halves are joined 
by a narrow isthmus. Here then it is assumed, that Europe 
and Africa, originally belonging to each other, were connected 
by an isthmus, now burst asunder, in the straits of Gibraltar ; 
and so likewise Australia with Asia by the chain of islands 
6till existing. But in as much as tho northern halves of 
these two parts of the world, Europe and Asia of the one, 

but even the Gihon, as the Cux and the Arazes, and to place them ia 
Armenia. According to this explanation, the four streams would certainly 
rise in one region, or nearly so. But how still remote this is from one 
source dividing itself into four rivers !. The difficulty, therefore, on this 
side is only apparently removed. The same geographer places the land 
Hevilath in Southern Arabia. But as Moses expressly says, that the 
Phison flows around the land of Hevilath, the difficulty now becomes 
magnified even, and completely insuperable. Hence I perfectly agree 
with Stolberg, tiiat no geographical solution or explanation is here pos- 
sible. 

* Compare with this, what the Apostle says (Ephes. iii. 18) : — << Ut 
possitis comprehendere cum omnibus Sanctis, quse sit latitudo et longi- 
tudo, et subUmitas et profundum." Those four dimensions of the true 
life, '' which the saints recognize," were no doubt known to man also in 
his originally pure condition ; they may best conduce to point out to us 
the real meaning of the four regions of the world and the rivers of life in 
paradise. 

t Thus in Jesus Sirach (xxiv. 32 — 37), the divine gifts, which proceed 
from the Mosaic law and Book of the Covenant, are compared to full 
streams of wisdom ; and among these streams, three of those in paradise 
are named, the Phison, the Tigris, and the Euphrates. 
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Asia and Australia of the other, inclined together, the irregu- 
laritj in consequence, as far as regards the shape of these 
parts of the world, thus grown together or entwined into 
each other, was even doubled. There is much that is very 
striking in this great irregularity, which might perhaps be 
connected with the earth s axis, as assumed by the author, but 
which, however, seems by no means immediately to result from 
it. We only remark, for instance, on the globe of the earth, how 
the main land extends both in Northern Asia and in America, 
with its whole breadth towards the north and the North 
Pole, while the great points to all parts of the world taper 
off in a direct line towards the south. In this hemisphere, 
moreover, the sea so preponderates, that we might also aptly 
term the South Pole the Water Pole of the earth. Inde- 
pendently then of the influence of a comet rising from this 
quarter, we could easily believe that the great flood broke in 
directly from the south, as is related in the Zendavesta. Is 
it not generally conceivable, quite apart from the alteration 
of the axis of the earth on the whole, that the main land 
also, and individual portions of the world, as pieces or limbs 
of the upper earth's coating, have been moved by themselves 
or thrust from their places? The irregular shape of the 
present main land might easily lead to such assumptions. 
Exclusive of the direction just alluded to of the breadth in 
the main land towards the north, and of the points stretching 
to the south, the outlines of the parts of the world separated by 
the sea, often appear to correspond mutually to each other in 
their indentures and prominences, as if they had been wrenched 
asunder, like as the rocky banks of a river often are, standing 
opposite each other. This is especially remarkable in South 
America; namely, on its eastern coast, and on the west 
coast of Africa, where both respond to each other. Much of 
the present irregular shape of the main land could thus be 
explained, on that supposition of a tide advancing from the 
south, and a subsequent divulsion from east to west, which, 
consequently, together with that direction towards the north, 
formed a twofold motion. If also upon the whole an ex- 
ternal shock, as the eflect of a proximate comet, was the 
efiective cause of the flood, we need not exclude an internal 
alteration, metamorphosis, development, and evolution, or per- 
haps even disease in the organic life of the earth, from that, 

2 A 
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wlucli, if it did not produce the catastrophe, may have yet 
co-operated. Not to increase the number of possible coii'- 
jectures in this higher department of geography have I per- 
mitted myself to make these allusions, but solely in order to 
attend to all the sides of the subject, and to pose them as 
questions to science. The most essential question of this 
kind may possibly be this, whether the shape of the main 
land, irregular as it actually is, may not have first ensued 
through the last revolution of the earth; whether the old 
continent, the real primitive land before the flood, may not 
have had a more regular and a more mathematically simple 
form ; and if so, what ? This question is of course super- 
fluous, should the higher branch of astronomy already oflfer 
for answering it some analogies, derived from what it can 
know, or can with probability suppose of planetary formation. 
The anther considers as an especially important sign for 
estimating the consequences of the last revolution, that only 
since then, upon the evidence of the Zendavesta, winter and 
summer should have existed, and that before the flood one 
season only, one perpetual summer, prevailed. Accordingly, 
he seems to assume, that the obliquity of the ecliptic also was 
then first produced ; since change of seasons would essentially 
accompany such obliquity, no matter when or how produced. 
Willingly as I assent to the main supposition of the 
author s respecting the last revolution of the earth, one thing 
still appears to be wanting. It would have been desirable, 
for instance, if the author had contemplated the climatical 
change of the earth not merely astronomically, and had not 
confined himself merely to the natural, historical 'phenomena 
on the surface of terrestrial life, but had extended the in- 
vestigation also to the inner change efiected in some manner 
during and by the flood, to the probable deterioration of the 
atmosphere in its elementary nature, as also to the conse- 
quences of this change for man himself, his diet, and the 
diseases to which he is subject ; perhaps even to the exist- 
ence thereby given to some subordinate animal productions ; 
since in the decaying organism of a deceased individual every 
kind of false life and of vital organization is produced. In 
these and such respects we should have been glad, if the 
author had also introduced into the sphere of his considera- 
tions the atmosphere, the change and deterioration it under- 
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went dnring the last revolhtibn^ o£ the earth. The aiit ic^ 
after all^ that which is real in nature ; the. atmosphere forms 
the proper organ of all earthly life. 

Thus &r respecting that which helongs to geography^ in 
the idea of the author, the definitive decision of which, for' 
the most part, helongs to another tribunal; I now turn to 
the properly historical part of the work lying before- me, 
which more directly concerns us. Here I shall follow the 
author step by step; but at the same time connect with it 
and prelusively introduce some few words concerning the 
Genesis. Not for the purpose of disputing with the author,, 
because he has hitherto paid such little attention to Moses^ 
and does not seem to haye made himself intelligible^ — ^for in 
point of fact, his judgment respecting him, only negatiyely 
expressed, can hardly be deemed one at all, — ^but solely to 
throw light on the case itself by so doing ; since this, namely^ 
the beginning of human history, is now inseparably connected 
with the profounder and right understanding of that sacred 
document ; since also, among the results of the author, those 
which concern the nature and essence, of the firs( and primi- 
tive religion, appear to be the most important, which we have 
to consider with especial attention, to which then, what 
remains to be reminded concerning the primitive language, 
the origin of alphabetical writing, and the migration of tiie 
first human races from one common primitive land,, we can* 
easily annex as a corollary. 

In a work of a kindred nature (*^ On the Age and Yalue of; 
some Asiatic Documents," preface, page vi.) the author quotosr 
a passage from Sir William Jones concerning the application 
of the Genesis to learned and historical investigations, which 
is of the following import : '' Either the eleven first Kttiapters 
of the Genesis are true, or our national rehgion (the Christian 
one) is false. But now Christianity is not false, and conse- 
quently those chapters are true." Now this is exactly the: 
principle, which the author blames, considering it as destruc-- 
tive to the freedom of research ; he finds it most objectionable, . 
and he utterly reprobates it in all those^.who, even ihthis? 
department of science, must needs preserve their character of: 
mere Christian scholars and act accordingly. 

In the work before us also (p. 22) he reckons among thoso 
prejudices, which must first be discarded, before the iDvesti-> 

2 a2 
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gation can at ail proceed with impartiality^ the assertion, 
*' that there are and can he no older documents than those of 
Moses, and that all ancient traditions, for this very reason, are 
manifestly false." First of all, as far as regards the age of 
the other traditions and documents, criticism alone, and not 
religion, has to decide ; nor is it at all evident how it can in 
any way affect religion, even should older traditions than the 
Mosaic be really discovered. It may be notwithstanding 
assumed as positive that this case has not as yet occurred. 
The actual rejection of all traditions that do not happen to 
coincide with the Mosaic is not by any means so uncondi* 
tionally contained in that principle, as Sir W. Jones has 
expressed it. Categorical and peremptory for learned criti- 
cism, of grave results for historical research, as it may 
appear at first sight, it may be easily cleared up and ex- 
plained. It is not the principle itself so immediately con- 
cerned as what follows after. If the conclusion is drawn 
from that phrase, that all other Asiatic documents and tradi- 
tions, which perhaps only apparently contradict those of 
Moses, are «to be at once valued as nought and utterly 
rejected, why then assuredly all further investigation and 
enlargement of our views would be cut off and annihilated. 
But this is by no means the case, if we would content ourselves 
with simply deducing from that argument, perfectly correct 
in itself, what really is contained in it; that we have, 
namely, carefully to examine and critically to inspect all 
other Asiatic documents and traditions, more especially to 
compare them with one another and with the Mosaic account. 
It is clear that Moses, even if we did not reverence his 
account as a sacred one, would necessarily appear as tbe first 
of safe guides by reason of his sublime simplicity. To attempt 
at least such a comparison, and until its completion to sus- 
pend and preserve unbiassed the judgment, regarding all 
that reveals itself as quite uncertain or too diflicult for the 
comprehension, this is a law imposed on us by sound criti- 
cism. Sir W. Jones, notwithstanding that maxim of his, 
himself attempted on a great scale, with equal great compre- 
hensiveness of judgment as deep learning, to institute such a 
comparison of the Genesis with tbe other old traditions and 
idl the new ethnographical discoveries, in his treatise on 
the descent of all known people according to their three 
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principal races. It would do no harm if we, in accordanbe 
with that critical moderation, wonld assume also in a manner 
as possible, that we do not perhaps as yet understand, or at all 
events have not hitherto understood, in their full extent, the 
physical and historical contents of the Genesis ; a supposition 
not in the slightest degree opposed by Christianity, as the 
moral instruction, which we have to derive from that com- 
mencement of the Bible, is in religion not doubtful and in 
the main quite independent of learned investigations. If any- 
thing, however, can serve as confinnation to the assertion, that 
the Genesis is no longer at all rightly understood by our cri- 
ticism as hitherto applied, and by our present exegesis, it is 
the universal applause which the well-known hypothesis has 
found among so many biblical scholars, that the beginning of 
Moses has been blended, has grown or been interwoven from 
two documents — an Elohim-document and a Jehovah-docu- 
ment ; — an hypothesis that immediately fisdls to the ground 
as soon as we have begun to understand the sense of the 
holy record; but I reserve it, since it is still so generally 
diffused, as a remarkable monument of critical error in our 
century, for the sake of elucidating it thoroughly on some 
other occasion. 

Let us now compare first the view of the author concerning 
traditions in genersd, and let us see how his own ideas are at all 
applicable to the Genesis or stand in relation to them. The 
author remarks very correctly and ingeniously, that we can 
distinguish two different lines and threads (pp. 1 and 2) in 
the myth and tradition of any ancient nation ; the mythic, 
which is directed to the commencement of all history and at 
all times, is interwoven with some theology or cosmogony ; 
the other actual and appertaining to the history of each 
nation as its own. In history itself, however, we have again 
carefully to distinguish the ante-chronological part from wliat 
is already chronological. It must be confessed that it cer- 
tainly is that first thread with its contents, directed to the 
beginning of human history with reference to God or to 
nature, that is especially susceptible of the mythic formation 
and also presents the nucleus for mythic increment ; but as 
this is not absolutely necessary, and m the Genesis decidedly 
is not the case, it would be more correct to name quite simply 
this part of tradition the primitively-historical^ according to 
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ihe essential oontents of the recogDition preserved in it. Jn 
the Genesis the ten first chapters form thii^ primitively-his- 
torical part, and this part peculiarly, which alone concerns us 
.here, we shall subsequently understand by the name of 
Genesis. It is .to be observed, that the other constituent part, 
which we should iprefer calling the popular-historical, need 
not be absolutely actual, but may ^so contain very muoh 
that is symbolical and typical, as indeed is the case with the 
popnlar-historical part of the Genesis, the forty last chapters 
in the first book of Moses, which do not here more imme- 
diately concern us. It is really surprising how it was the 
author did not remark how singularly applicable this per- 
fectly \correct division and idea of his is to the document of 
Mose^, since hardly an old Asiatic tradition besides this can 
he found, in which the primitively-historical contents are 
kept so palpably and distinctly separated from the popular- 
historical, at the same time, however, both so naturally linked 
together according to the historical thread of the relation. 
This historical connection or linking is most conspicuous in 
Nimrod, at the dose and in the last chapter of the primi- 
.tively-historical part, and in the destruction of Babel in the 
eleventh chapter, which preludes the birth and call of Abra- 
.ham as the beginning of the popular^historical part. Quite 
<as palpably also in the primitively-historical part is the 
ante-chronological separated from the chronological. The 
chronological begins with Seth in the fifth chapter, but the 
four first chapters are ante-chronological ; for, although what 
is related about the discovery of human arts and civic regu- 
lations in the race of Cain descends indubitably and certainly 
into chronological history, still it is described, and this 
should be carefully attended to, without chronology, forming 
in this manner the transition and connecting point for the 
chronological part and period. 

Now, what principally distinguishes the Genesis in its 
most peculiar and limited sense, that is, those first ten chap- 
ters of a primitively-historical pui'port, is the hieroglyphical 
brevity prevailing in this section, that so forcibly contrasts 
with the circumstantiality and copiousness of detail in the 
following popular-histori(»l part. If, also, in this latter there 
is contained much that is of deeper import, still it is not 
•comprised so in single allusions, as so much is found set aside 
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in the first part, as if lost to all appearance. In point df 
fact, hardly another piece can be found in the whole circle of 
human language, writ, and tradition, where all is so replete 
with grave import and the deepest meaning, where every 
word and every syllable is so significant, as in this myste- 
rious beginning of the Genesis. We cannot avoid seeing, 
that this hieroglyphical brevity was intentional, and in part 
it is not difficult to find out what this intention was imme- 
diately directed to, or by what it was determined. Moses 
wished by it to confine himself to what is absolutely indis- 
pensable and most requisite in primitive history, in order to 
prevent all mythic increment, to which this subject-matter is 
so congenial, since this increment could only render that 
profundity of revelation liable to abuse, and was especially 
too wholly incompatible with the vocation and the peculiar 
way in which he intended, and indeed was bound, to lead his 
people. There is another analogy, however, for explaining 
the intention of that hieroglyphical brevity of the Genesis, 
existing in the Bible itself. The corner-stone and the end of 
it are no less dark and mysterious than the beginning. As 
now the clear light which the prophet of the new covenant 
launches forth into the darkness of the future and the final 
age of this world, may indeed become manifest and intelli- 
gible to the solitary individual to whom it is useful or neces- 
sary, but for the whole, because the too clear knowledge of 
the future would otherwise act disturbingly, nay, on the least 
abuse, with frightful destruction on the present, must and 
will remain sealed up in that book of the Apocalypse, until 
the time shall have come when it is to be unsealed ; so likewise 
a complete knowledge of collective primitive history in the 
first ages of the world would have worked only disturbingly 
and destructively to excess on the people of Israel, which, 
abiding in the promise under the law, had to walk without 
diverging on the way pointed out to them towards the 
assigned goal. For this reason, therefore, was that know- 
ledge thus kept back from them, thus shrouded in light, and 
only imparted in that exact measure, such as was essential to 
them. If, above all, we conceive the Bible as a whole, 
the Gospel forms as it were the middle of it, from which the 
lighti, beaming forth in a fourfold stream, illumines all the 
rest, and animates it with superior life. The Genesis and 
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the Apocalypse, Beginning and End, are the mjsterions 
handles of the holy vessel, which we must first rightly take 
hold of^ so as to grasp, hold, and hear, the ark of the divine 
word. I embrace this opportunity of explaining unreservedly, 
in opposition to the author and others, my views and convic- 
tions respecting the Genesis and the right explanation of it. 
After all that has been just enunciated above, it will no 
longer be ambiguous, in the sequel it will become still more 
evident, in what sense I find the key mentioned above, which, 
well applied, is alone able to decipher the great riddle of the 
primitive world, and to infuse light into the chaos of the 
olden traditions. On the other hand, it can willingly be con- 
ceded, and should not be disregarded, that the hierogljrpbical 
brevity of that Mosaic commencement would often enougk 
stand in need of further amplification and of a commentary. 
For such a commentary, which it must be admitted is veiy 
essential, and would be highly instructive, the other OlcL- 
Asiatic, Indian, Eg3rptian, Persian, Chinese, traditions and 
documents present to us the most abundant materials, so soon 
as the right understanding of them shall have become aoces- • 
sible to us by the inner key, and with it the right order of 
the whole shall have been found. To consider all other Old- 
Asiatic traditions as mere delusive phantoms, void of all 
truth, would be most assuredly the greatest misunderstanding 
that can possibly be conceived, and never to be pardoned. 
If I, however, find in the Genesis a deeper meaning than 
that which may be spelt out of the commonest Hebrew voca- 
bulary, I don't mean by that alone that esoteric elucidation 
known by the name of the Mosaic philosophy ; for in this, at 
least in what has been so called for the last three or four 
centuries, there is much that is purely imaginative, arbitrary, 
unfounded, mingled with much that is profound and indis- 
putably true. When asserting this, I have here principally 
and immediately in my eye all that is contained, and that 
not a little, in tradition and in the fathers of the Church, for 
the profounder interpretation of the Genesis ; but above all, 
the light which the Genesis, as indeed the whole Bible, con- 
tains, from the connection existing between this whole, of 
which the former is a part and a member. As every great 
author is best explained by his own works, so likewise does 
the rule hold good more especially of this author, who is 
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justly to be termed great before all others j I am speaking ot 
the Bible ; for the divine word, even the written word, is a 
light which best illumines itself, and renders itself clear. 
The question here, therefore, neither is nor can be concerning 
an arbitrary accommodation- system, but that meaning, which 
even with philological strictness will continue to be the sole 
true one, which serves, too, as the base of all sublimer 
criticism, that is, a criticism which comprehends the spirit, 
and which understands in the spirit. 

We make now the application of this with immediate respect 
to the historical assertions of the author. He reckons Moses 
(p. 7) among those who have represented the last great re-> 
formation and revolution of the earth as the creation of it, and 
who have connected it with the first commencement of man's 
history. The inaccuracy of this assertion is conspicuous, as we 
have already proved above, since the flood in the Zendavesta, 
produced by the enemy of nature and the dragon-star, is the 
same as Noah's, which Moses assigns to an epoch long posterior 
to the origin of the human race. If, however, in any part of 
the so-called history of creation in Moses, there is also meant a 
revolution or re-formation of the earth, this cannot in anywise 
be considered as the last (or the deluge) ; but it must have 
been another, an earlier one, and far more probably the last but 
one, just as the author in his way says (p. 31), '^ The pro- 
bable commencement of the human race lies in the period 
between the two last re-formations." In another place he 
says, '^ That the human race at that great revolution of the 
earth was still near its origin, at least in comparison with the 
time which has since transpired, can hardly be doubted;" 
which, with the limitation added to it, likewise agrees very 
well with Moses. — Where now does the author, however, find 
the creation in Moses — ^in the first verse of the first chaptj^r or 
in the following six days of creation also ? In the first verse 
the question quite undeniably concerns the creation of all visi- 
ble and invisible things ; but as the earth, in the second verse, 
together with the water, is supposed to be already existing, and 
is described in its chaotic, dark, flooding state, it is evident 
that in the following six days of work the question cannot in 
any manner concern the first and proper creation of all things 
and the whole world from nothing, according to the Mosaic 
and Christian idea, but only be concerning a cosmical arrange* 
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jnent, a reconstraction and fitting up of the eartb as a dwelling- 
place for man, an organic yivification and filling of the same 
with living natures, the whole work being crowned by the 
creation of man. The author has here openly satisfied himself 
with that which is usual in the newer exegesis, by which it 
is easily comprehensible why his repugnance should have 
turned him from the bad commentaries, and even accompanied 
him to the text itself. In such investigations as his are, it 
would have been desirable, if he had rather looked around him 
for the old way of elucidation,* but especially had remarked 
with attention what really stands in Moses and what he pro- 
perly himself says. Let us consider, therefore, in this respect, 
the whole text of the Mosaic six days of work, especially what 
precedes them in the first and second verse. ^' In the begin- 
ning God created heaven and earth ; " that is, the spiritual 
world and the sensual world, or, as it is said in the Symbolum 
with evident relation to this beginning of Moses, ^^ all invisible 
and visible things." He created them, and indeed in the 
•Christian sense, which is also the Mosaic one, what ^' create *' 
properly means, out of nothing. For the antithetical opinion of 
matter easting coevally with the world-spirit, equally eternal 
and consequenUy independent of it, which first was formed and 
ordered by God into the world, this opinion, which was the 
prevalent one among so many ancient nations, is expressly 
rejected and excluded by the words of Moses, and as has been 
often recognized by other learned men. The passage of '' in 
the beginning," however, can here not so much apply to eter- 
nity, but, judging by the whole of the context, to the beginning 
of temporal creation.t In the second verse follows now at once 

* It is remarkable, how carefully the expressions of the old interpreters 
and church-fathers are continuously selected on this subject, so that the 
difference is most clearly defined, and no confusion to be thought of. 
Thus St. Justin says in his Apology II., when speaking of the twofold 
cause, why the Christians celebrate the Sunday, and meet together on a 
Sunday, because Christ rose on this day, and principally, moreover, 
because this was the first day in which God changing darkness and matter, 
formed the order of the world *• " iiruidLV -irpiOTri lariv i^/icpa, ivi) i 8cdc 
TO OKOTOQ Kal T^v v\f]v TpitpaQ, Ko<7/Aov ivoiTitre.** How could he have 
■elected these expressions, which evidently apply solely to a reinstitution 
and change of matter that had become dark, from the Mosaic history 
of the creation, if he had understood and regarded this as a proper first 
voreation from nothing (according to Christian and therefore to his ideas ?) 

f The existence of another creation from etemi^ is not hereby ex« 
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the description of a state entirely chaotic of the earth still 
wholly covered with darkness. " And the earth was without 
form and roid," — it was still without organic life. '^ And dark- 
ness was upon the face of the deep ; " the earth was still with- 
out the heneficial influence of the light and all that is produced 
by it. Nevertheless all was already present, from out of which 
the future, better state was to proceed ; for ^* the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters." Earth and water, there- 
fore, were here already present, although floating still quite 
chaotically in the darkness. By so much the less, therefore, 
can the two first verses be regarded and explained as mere 
superscription and compendium, the sequel of which contains 
as it were the further carrying out and gradual description of 
it. If one would also reduce to a mere superscription the end- 
less contents of the first verse in this manner, with respect to 
the recapitulation in chap, ii., verses 1 and 4, this would not 
at all be applicable to the second verse, which contains and 
describes something quite different ; such a violent interpret- 
ation would be here inconceivable, and impossible to be carried 
out. The first day-labours of the following history of creation 
relate just this, how the earth was brought out of that chaotic 
state, as described in the second verse, how it was organically 
arranged and fitted up as an abode for man. In the first and 
third days also nothing is contained that can l)e referred to or 
explained with respect to the first production and creation of 
the water or the earth. They are expressly supposed to be 
already existing, and all that is spoken of is the separation of 
the superior waters — the clouds, vapours, and misty night— ^ 
from the inferior, as likewise of the sea from the main land 
that followed that influence of the light ; moreover, of the clear 

eluded, only it cannot be the one meant here. Christianityi — the Bible 
as well as the Church, — as is well known in the positiye dogma, does not 
decide between the creation temporarily beginning, and the one from all 
eternity ; but it might well be the proper task of Christian philosophy to 
pay due attention to both, each in its place, and by this venr means first 
render manifest and clear the mystery of the creation. As nir as regards 
the " in the beginning," I will merely remark, that in another passage of 
Scripture, where the first creature is spoken of, created indeed, but 
created from all eternity, the passage for that very reason cannot be 
interpreted as referring to the Son, to whom " ab initio " is emphaticallv 
adjoined ** et ante omnia ssecula,'' in the words ** Ego areata sum Ab 
initio et ante omnia ssecula," &c. 
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firmament of heaven, which finally separated the old conflict 
of mists, and of the dam, which was placed on the earth a^ainfirfc 
the flooding of the primitive waters. The question, therefore, 
here is not concerning the first creation of the earth ; but it 
was a reinstitution, a new re- formation and fitting up of the 
earth, which preceded the creation of man, and precisely for 
this ultimate object was it arranged and disposed in order to 
serve him as an abode. Now, if all doubt be removed from 
this side, a question difficult to solve remains on the other. 
How does Moses, after his brief allusion to the primitive 
creation of all things, allude all at once to that chaotic state, 
which he describes with such wonderful energy in a few traits ? 
Is God, the living God of Moses, a God who can create a 
chaos, the well-known Thohu and Bohu, an ^^ earth without 
form and void ? " This is not conceivable. Equally so, nay 
still less, can an uncreated chaos be assumed as coexistent with 
the true God, which would also be an absolute contradiction 
to the first verse. There is consequently a great gulf between 
the first and the second verse ; not that it is an accidental 
hiatus, for assuredly nothing whatever is there, but with the 
deepest design. In order to fill it, it is also only permitted us 
to make that present, to re-prcsent to our minds in short that 
which is actually certain from the Bible and Moses himself. 
God has created all beings good, and can have created no chaos. 
If spirits, however, which were free, fell off* from God, the 
chaotic disorder, as the result of such lapse, is easily con- 
ceivable. This essential main dogma of the Christian revelation 
forms the basis everywhere of the Bible, of the Mosaic account 
itself, and is alluded to in countless passages. That desolator 
and founder of all disorder and darkness, that liar from the 
beginning, whom Moses immediately after introduces under 
the type of the serpent, without having previously spoken of his 
creation or his fall, which he silently presupposes, as well as 
so much besides, him we must think of as explicative of the 
passage. Not indeed as an arbitrary intei'polation into the 
text of holy writ, but as a mere complement in our thoughts, 
as an elucidation for our understanding. In this manner tho 
beginning of Genesis by this explication might be commented 
upon somewhat as follows : — " In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth," that is, tho spiritual world and the 
sensual world ; (but after that the first of created spirits had 
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fallen off from God, and had drawn down into perdition a great 
part of creation with him, thus — ) ^' the earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep," and so 
on. So soon as the two first verses of Moses are properly 
understood, and the one main and fundamental error be re- 
moved, which confuses the contents of the two first verses, the 
following six days of work, the first creation of all things out 
of nothing, with the new formation of the world before the 
creation of man, then all obscurity disappears more and more 
from the parts which follow, and at all events the whole as it 
proceeds becomes clear and intelligible. 

The calling forth and the first beaming of light is the 
fruitful germ from which, as the first point of beginning, the 
successive acts of this new cosmical arrangement and superior 
lie-formation of the earth proceed in obedience to God's be- 
hest. The four first days of work and periods serve for 
giving to the earth that arrangement which it required as 
an habitation for man. No sooner were light and darkness 
separated, when the murky volume of clouds opens and dis- 
parts also, the firmament of heaven vaults itself in its bri^at 
clearness over the earth ; sea and land divide and gain a ntm 
boundary, and from out of the watered earth herbs and plants 
mount towards the light. Before it was yet dav upon earth, 
before the beginning of light, in the old night, when the earth 
was still dark, sun and moon could not act upon it, were not 
present for it ; but now the star of day and the lesser one of the 
night appeared and acted ; they warmed and vivified the ex- 
cited earth, and the glancing heavenly bodies began their side- 
real revolutions. In the fifth and sixth days of work the earth 
is filled with living creatures, all of them subjected and service- 
able to man, and the work closes with that, which is the crown 
and object of the whole, — ^with the creation of man; whereupon 
after the completed work comes the seventh day of rest, or Sab- 
bath of God, as type of the human one according to the Mosaic 
dispensation. - As the first moment of creation, in this work of 
the new formation of the world, is sufiiciently expressed in 
the fiat of light through the eternal word, so also is this 
second in the creation of man; it is distinguished and exalted 
as such by both the importance and sublimity of the ex- 
pression, that are quite unmistakable. On the other hand, in 
other minor productions allusion is made to a not immediate 
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bringing forth, as in the words, ^^ And let the earth bring 
forth grass and herb ; and the earth brought forth grass," &c 
If now the question should arise, what is then properly the 
main faaty that in an astronomical sense forms a base for the 
first days of work iii this first Mosaic re-formation of the 
earth ; this question would be perhaps not unanswerable. It 
would certainly of necessity be quite a simple fact, from which 
might easily be deriyed all that part of the Mosaic description 
having reference to geography or the science of the earth ; for 
the creation of man in the divine image remains a subject in*- 
dependent of the rest, and appertains to another superior 
sphere of inquiry. The following thought may at all events 
be posttd here as a question: for our scientific knowledge, for 
our mental construction of the primitive edifice of the world. 
If we suppose for a moment that the earth once completed its 
revolution round the sun difierently from what it now does^ 
without daily rotation round its own axis, but somewhat as 
the moon about the earth, consequently with the same disk 
continually presented to the sun, or else as turning only onoe. 
in^he year round its axis ; if we then would lay this question 
before any man versed in natural philosophy, how under such 
a supposition the earth at that time could possibly be consti- 
tuted, the answer doubtless would upon the whole be to this 
efiect : That the earth then could neither produce nor contain 
organic life, at least not any that would deserve to be 
called such in our sense according to the present constitution 
of it, exactly as Moses says, ^'The earth was without form 
and void." Moreover he would say, that without the vivi- 
fying influence of day and night, the earth might very pos- 
sibly have been in that chaotic, dark-waving state, which 
Moses so emphatically depicts in that passage. Now, let the 
life-awaking beam of light radiate into the internal force, into 
the heart of the earth, and with the daily rotation on its axis 
let the pulse of its superior planetary life begin, then all that 
succeeds will spontaneously follow as it were. The light 
cleaves the clouds, the old heaving masses of mist open, the 
firmament of heaven spreads out above the body of the earth, 
on which boj^h sea and land separate themselves also out of 
the heaving chaos. Vegetation bursts upwards from the 
moistened earth towards the light ; the earth is now adapted 
for being filled with organic life of every description. If it 
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should be replied, that the supposition is impossible, because; 
our planet from all eternity, according to a necessary law of 
nature, must haye had its daily rotation on its own axis, we 
should require the most rigid proof of that. Some people afe^ 
very apt to be £a,r too prodigal with their supposed '' eternal 
laws," since the development of nature, everywhere gradual, 
has been now again recognized by the masters of science, 
although not even yet perhaps to a sufficient extent, both in- 
individual things and throughout the universe at large. If, 
however, the supposition be conceded as possible^ all that fol- 
lows becomes clear, and disengages itself quite naturally from 
that all-efficient point of beginning, the first radiation and' 
impingement of light called forth by God, and which begins: 
with the daily rotation on its axis of the earth. Of this ever 
memorable event, it then is with truth so graphically said, 
^* And God divided the light from the darkness. And God 
called the light day, and the darkness he called night. And 
the evening and the morning were the first day." These last 
words need now no longer be explained in a general, half- 
figurative sense, for they are at the same time also literally 
true. Our natural philosophy also will not be disinclined to 
recognize the miraculous nature of this first commencement of 
light, as likewise the development, so immeasurable as to its 
results, that ensued from that one life-facfc of the daily ro- 
tation. Nevertheless, between all the fulness of organic 
development in life and the last in Moses, — ^' the crea^ 
tion of man in the divine image," there still remains 
an unfathomable gulf, which no natural philosophy can ever 
fill up, for here it treads on ground not its own, where the 
investigation with the subject itself passes away from the 
region of natural development into the region of immediate 
revelation of the inner divine Being. We also can allow, 
without any scruples, what the author says (page 41), and 
even say with him, ^' As tlie earth was ripe for bearing the 
present crown of its organization^ he appeared upon his 
stage." Only the word "present" might lead us too far. 
Singularly enough, however, he adds, " But the time may 
come, when in the stream of development this period of the 
earth shall pass, in the collective relations of which the 
organism of man lay ; he may at some time hereafter, in a 
still higher generated state of the earth, adhering as too 
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heavy, too much to the mass, sink without support, or pass 
over into still more spiritual forms." How clearly do we 
see here, that no sooner do we leave the firm ground of divine 
TOvelation, which teaches us to recognize that great mystery 
of God's image in the nature of man, and by that very means 
also to understand first the commencement of hunian history, 
what a boundless space is opened to us for scientific fanoy to 
i9)ort in ! If the spiritual spark, for it can hardly be called 
divine on this occasion, if then the spiritual spark in man, 
which properly makes him man— oall it reason and capa- 
bility of speech, freedom or fancy-— could be attached to this 
or that animal form, be degraded into it or again subtracted 
firom it, we cannot fail perceiving why this should not be 
equally applicable to the past. The author might then, with 
quite as much reason, have been able to seek out for the men 
of the primitive world among the numerouR races of elephants 
or the mammoths of primeval antiquity, as he opens to us, 
for the future, the prospect of man's transition into ^^ still 
more spiritual forms." Since he by these forms does not 
understand, as we others do, the illumined bodies of the 
risen, but to all appearance only a lighter and a more pliant 
animal form and genus, somewhat as the winged inhabitants 
of the air may already give us an example, supposing us to 
have guessed the bold fancy of the author by a right con- 
jecture. 

We have thus followed to their extreme limits the natural- 
historical view and the hypothesis of the author. What has 
been hitherto said may serve as a first intimation for showing 
that the Genesis may be regarded differently from what the 
author appears to have done up to the present time. Now 
that we have therefore put aside that, which relates to 
geography in the primsevo-historical time, to the old tradi- 
tions and sacred documents treating of it, let us pass at once 
to the fourth result of the author concerning the primitive 
religion, and which is intimately connected to what has pre- 
ceded. That which is contained in the second and third 
results concerning the primeval land after the last revolution 
of the earth, concerning the primitive people and their first 
emigrations, the primary language, together with our remarks 
thereon, will best remain for the close. The fourth result of 
the author is now as follows : — 
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^^ There was a primitive religion, from which all the reli- 
gions of antiquity have proceeded." 

Undoahtedly the original religion in the first age of the 
world was only one; it was a religion of nature, that is, 
a veneration and adoration of God in nature, and of nature 
in God. All heathenism has arisen from this natural religion 
of the primitive world by further development, formation, or 
depravation. On this grade of heathenism stood the Egyp- 
tians, Greeks, and Romans ; the Indians stand thereon still ; 
as also the Mahomcdans, together with the Jews, have con- 
tinued to stand, or have sunk back upon the second grade of 
a prophetic religion of law. That first natural religion is 
followed, for instance, by a second epoch in the history of 
religion, which the author himself recognizes as such, and 
very appropriately denominates the doctrine of revelation, or 
after his fashion of expressing it, ^' saga of revelation" (page 
65 and passim); this is that religion which is no longer 
confined to the universal revelation of God in nature, but is 
founded on a special revelation (true or accepted as such), in 
the person of a religious founder, sent for this purpose, who 
for the most part is at the same time the national lawgiver, 
and who founds the newly announced religion on a written 
law. Among these the author himself will of course include 
the doctrine of Zoroaster besides that of Moses. Of these 
religions now in the second epoch, which are founded on a 
special revelation and a written law, it cannot well be said 
^' that they have proceeded from the primitive religion." On 
the contrary, it is the depravation, the degeneration of the 
primitive religion, which gave rise to the religion of the 
revealed law, the founders and announcers of which, for the 
most part, found themselves diametrically opposed to, or in a 
continued struggle with, the old heathenism. When they, 
however, stepped forward also as the restorers of the purer, 
older, or oldest religion, they were essentially distinguished 
from this latter by the peculiar and new basis of a special 
revelation, and by the form of a written law. Hence Zoro- 
aster, in his whole character as the proper founder of a 
religion, entirely belongs to this second epoch ; and we cannot 
avoid observing why the author wishes to thrust him back to 
a far earlier period (p. 4), since the Zend books themselves 
contain no authority for so doing, and historical evidence is 

2 B 
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all against it If Pliny and other ancients speak of one or of 
several still older ZoroasterS) this on the one hand is a very 
common shift, so as to be enabled to unite all, however 
heterogeneous or irreconcilable, that is somehow ascribed to 
a great national founder in the primitive age. On the other 
hand, it could be also very naturally referred to the former 
enlightened teachers in the Zend or Parsee tradition, espe- 
cially to Hom or Heomo, at the time of Jemjid, and to the 
still older Hosheng, from which latter the worship of fire is 
derived. But both these personages belong to the first era of 
the world; they are Pishdadians, saints of the primitive 
world, and witnesses of the truth before the written law of 
the great Persian-Median religious founder. (Creuzer, i. 
p. 670.) 

Heathenism is in sooth capable of the very greatest diver- 
sity in its local development, precisely because it is a religion 
of nature, just as the fancy happens to cull from the endless 
abundance of nature what most pleases it, and as that 
nature reveals itself in the immediate neighbourhood, it 
shapes out also further what it has so culled. But because 
it is a religion of nature, and so long as it remains only as 
such, is it essentially one and the same. The most important 
difference, the most important in its cousequeuces, is that 
which takes place between the cult of the elements and of 
fire, as obtaining with the shepherd and nomad tribes, and 
between the sideral natural worship of agricultural nations. 
Even here there is, however, no positively absolute separa- 
tion ; transitions and comminglings between both kinds of 
the old natural worship are plentifully found. The sole dif- 
ference that might be first established between that which is 
essentially one in its first foundation, though capable of an 
infinitely varied evolution, would be the one between a 
heathenism with God, and a heathenism without God. A 
heathenish religion entirely without God will not easily be 
found, at least among those nations who possess a tradition 
and are historically known to us. Thus here again, also, 
everything rests on a More or Less, on the degree of strength 
and clearness with which, or on the different form in which, 
the idea of the true God steps forth from the chaos of natural 
mythology. Here now is the point where I must separate 
from the author, inasmuch as he does the greatest injustice to 
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the original, pure beathenism of the primi tire world,, when he 
asserts, that for it '' God and nature were still one" (pp. 22. 
and 59), that they consequently knew nothing whatever ot 
the true God, did not recognize God in nature, regarded, 
however, nature in God, worshipped only in the main nature 
solely and' alone. This would be in itself clearly considered,, 
not well imaginable^ for we cannot well assume that error 
preceded truth. Moreover it is contradicted by all historical 
evidence, all old traditions and documents. It rather suits 
our modem men of science and natural philosophers to. lose 
God in nature^ and that both should become one. Even our 
author speaks once quite incidentally of " eternal natural 
laws;" a phrase which we can pardon in the mouths of regu- 
lar men of science and ordinary natural philosophers for 
denoting that, which nature has once accepted and presup- 
posed, which appears to be equally necessary with her, and. is; 
recognized as such. It should, however, be excluded ia 
primitively historical research, whiok requires thoi greatest 
accuracy of expression. What can be; named, eternal ia 
nature^ that is not to be sought for in lnws, but in that which 
is exalted above the laws, and which precisely by this pro^ 
claims itself as free and divine. Should the autibor, how- 
ever, really consider nature as eternal, I should much like to 
hear how he has acquired this- remarkable knowledge.. Im 
the olden time that interchange and blending of God witk 
nature does not at all take place in the manner the author 
presumes, not even there where naturalism predominates.. 
Yery definitely can we distinguish and extract in the old 
heathen religions the idea of the true, or in order to denote it. 
very markedly in contradistinction to naturalism, of a suprar-- 
sensnal, transcendental, or metaphysical God, from the poly- 
theistic additaments and the mythological accompaniments. 
The difference is here only solely this, that in some systems 
of heathenism, as in the Indian, Persian, and Chinese, partly 
also in the Egyptian, which in this respect forms the transi- 
tion to the Grecian mythology, the metaphysical idea of God, 
much as this idea may be polytheistically deformed subse- 
quently, nevertheless rorms as it were the core and the soul, 
the centre, beginning, and summit of the whole. On the other 
hand, in the heathenism of the Greeks, and of kindred 
nations, the same idea becomes completely covered and 
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obsciiTed by mythology, and only breaks out in detached pas- 
sages, as especially in the mysteries; here and there, too, out of 
them, and then in a manner that is entirely unmistakable. 
With respect to the Greeks, this will scarcely require any far- 
ther proof after Creuzer s great researches. The definition, 
80 entirely metaphysical, of the supreme God, in the Indian, 
and Persian sacred books, is evident to any one. Concerning 
the religion of the other old nations, it will be easy to decide 
from these fundamental traits, whether they belong more to 
the one or to the other class. The Jehovah of Moses, say- 
more recent critics, is a mere national God of the Jews ; but 
the word itself is already quite metaphysically formed (the 
Indian Suayambhu, may, first out of the old languages, cor- 
respond to it) ; this is still more confirmed by other Mosaic 
definitions of the same God, as. The ^' I am" sends Moses, ^^ I 
am, that I am." Thus this name of Jehovah, according to its 
entire etymology, may signify nothing else, save him, who ia 
there and is manifest, who was there and will be there ; not 
being in the indefinite universal ens, generally speaking, 
but being there, that is, existing, that is, manifesting or 
revealing himself. This four-formed (rerpaypafiuaTov) and 
mysterious name therefore defines especially the God of 
Bevelation, on which account the older Latin church language 
translates this word every time by Dominus. That Jehovah, 
regarded also historically, is, according to Moses, not merely a 
national God, and not merely peculiar to the Jews, is clear 
from the blessing of Noah, where it is expressly said, may 
Jehovah be the God (theElohi) of Shem and his posterity;* 
that is, in other words, the descendants of Shem are not 
without a knowledge of the true and living God. We should 
here peculiarly think also of the Persians, who descended 
from the race of Shem, their religion beliig always so care- 
fully aud-evtdently separated in Scripture from act\ial idolatry : 
strictly taken, it cannot be classed with heathenism, for the 
Persians were imbued with a similar abhorrence like to that 

* In the usual Protestant Grerman translation of the Bible this ia not 
correctly given, inasmuch as the two denominations of God, which the 
Vulgate at all times very carefully distinguishes, are arbitrarily confounded, 
80 that it now reads, *' Blessed be God, the Lord of Shem," instead of 
being as in the real text, ** Blessed be Jehovah, the Elohi of Shem," 
by which transposition the deeper meaning is entirely lost«j 
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which pervades the bible of the Egyptian sideral idolatry ; so 
that it is almost saying too little, when a talented English 
scholar very aptly names the Persians the puritans of heathen- 
ism. In the blessing of Noah, that benefit of the real know- 
ledge of God is still much more extensively increased, as it is 
openly said of Japhet in the same relation, ^^ he shall dwell 
in the tents of Shem;" which also at this present time has so 
abundantly been fulfilled among the western nations mostly 
descended from Japhet. The first general primitively his- 
torical part of the Genesis cannot have been at all attended 
to, or understood, if in this respect Moses is reproached with 
an intolerant narrow spirit of nationality. On a closer in- 
spection, it will much rather become clear, that Moses it is 
who gives us the correct and pure idea of the simple natural 
religion prevailing in the primitive world, such as it was 
before Judaism and the religion of the written law, and from 
which all heathenism derived its origin. 

What properly confines and impedes the author in this 
entire question concerning the origin and the original consti- 
tution of religion is the difiiculty, not easily solved it is true, 
which he well feels, how the idea of the true God first 
occurred to man and generally speaking could enter his 
mind. As the author, among the various attempts to answer 
this question, mentions, among the other essays, my own 
assertion, contained in the work of mine, entitled " On the 
Language and Wisdom of the Indians," that this could only 
take place by an immediate revelation, but which as well as aU 
the others appear unsatisfactory to him (pp. 48 and 59), I will 
briefly attempt a very definite explanation of it. This is one 
of those points where primitively-historical research comes 
into unavoidable contact with philosophy ; a contact which 
the author would fain elude, but which, in this latter part of 
his work, he can in nowise avoid. Now, if it is a free, 
living philosophy, not such a one as founds a system from 
abstractions, we cannot then well see how such a philosophy 
could exercise any disturbing influence on primitively-histo- 
rical research, which the author very justly could only be 
apprehensive of from that philosophy which is shrouded in a 
system hampered in a maze of abstractions. Concerning the 
origin of the idea of God in man, the following modes of 
explaining it, or nearly so, are employed. If this idea is 
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begotten and produced by the reason tbrongb itself and firom 
its own personality, the origin of the idea of God is also 
equally explained from itself ; only the existence of Ood out 
of the idea, and apart from it, is then inexplicable ; this 
idealistic difficulty, not being by any means the opinion of 
the author, we shall not enlarge upon, as this view is besides, 
in its full strictness, peculiar to a few thinkers only, and can 
never become a general mode of thinking. By so much the 
more generally is the opinion diffused, which supposes the 
natural man attains the idea of God from mere sensual per- 
ceptions, images, and feelings, by a gradual exaltation, puri- 
fying and refining of them ; where the idea then appears to 
be in itself a compound one and relative to its origin as 
accidentally occasioned, it consequently loses all reality ; the 
author appears to lean to this latter view in one respect which 
we shall hereafter further allude to, though he upon the whole 
admits the unsatisfactory nature of this explanatory mode also. 
In point of fact it is but a mere mock-thought, which, if we 
attempt to throw light more nearly upon it, does not become 
clear and intelligible, cannot indeed be worked out by 
thought In its very best sense, and most favourably inter- 
preted, it could only be explained as a re-finding and a 
gradual stepping forth of the idea of God, which then must 
have been implanted previously in man. This last is the 
base of the third acceptation, of which we are the advocates. 
What we call reason and other similar qualities and powers, 
that we distribute and apportion to men, they are but mere 
distributions and qualities on tlie surface of the outward 
semblance of man. In his real inward essence, man consists 
of two things only^— mind and soul. This is precisely the 
essence of man, that he is not mind alone, but a mind that is 
united to soul and forming with it one. Now, if the mind as 
well as the soul have and can have originally no other object 
save God, if He is the first thought of every created mind 
and the original object of the sentient soul, why then the 
idea of God is to be considered as innate in man. It is now 
no longer inexplicable how this idea can be developed in him 
even by an external cause and can be again elicited, since it 
lies originally in him. This reawakening is always possible 
to whatever degree mind and soul may be diverted, perplexed, 
confused by other and external objects ; because the thought, 
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which is to be evoked anew, was for both the first, the ori« 
ginal one. We may also aptlj term such a reawakening of 
the innate idea in man of God a 'reminiscence, in the Plato- 
nic or in some similar sense. This reminiscence, however, 
remains imperfect so long as it is nothing more than such, 
and only a faint presentiment, in an image as it were, of 
what it would fain substantially comprehend. A vast chasm 
still lies between this presentiment and the immediate con- 
sciousness of his Beipg, which can only be effected and 
explained by the object itself, by actual contact with God. 
Why should this, if it was from the beginning, be not possi- 
ble also in every subsequent period, although surpassing the 
earthly sense ? Because this inner ray of the Eternal beams 
forth since all time, and the immediate conscious perception 
of the Divinity is at once there, swiftly and rapidly as the 
lightning is kindled before our sensual eye; it is hence 
named iUumination, like the creative commencement of light 
in nature. Such is the maxim posed in this view, that all 
recognition of God depends on immediate illumination. Now, 
if to this illumination an external direction and operation, a 
mission and divine command be adjoined, then it is what is 
denominated in a special sense a personal revelation, what is 
attributed to the proclaimers and founders of the true religion 
and living recognition of God. Belief or faith, however, is 
the adhering to an illumination not its own, it is an appre- 
hending and comprehending of it, which without some 
inward illumination of its own is not conceivable, if the 
belief shall not be a mere external one, that merely utters 
the letter without reflection, and, therefore, properly would 
be also without internal conviction. Thus everything comes 
back to the principle of illumination, as the first source for 
the recognition of God. In the hope that this explanation 
will now be sufficiently palpable and definite, I will, in 
order to obviate all misconception, annex, that consequently, 
in conformity with this principle, metaphysics form an 
entirely empiric and positive science, '^ which cannot be 
communicated to those who do not possess of it the idea that 
results from experience." This is, however, reserved for 
another commentation ; let us here apply wliat has been laid 
down to the constitution and nature of the primitive religion. 
I understand One originally good and true religion iu a far 
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more ample sense than the author does; and it will now be 
easy to explain how I could assert, that the original and 
pure heathenism, of which we now find almost everywhere 
only the degenerate state, was the true religion of nature, 
which recognizes God in nature, hut also surveys nature in 
God, without regarding on that account ^' both as one." It 
was this illumination which the saints of the primitire world 
possessed, and which also Moses expressly attributes to some 
of them. If now this divine illumination be not lost sight 
of, we can also concede another natural subordinate one as 
coexistent, that '^ mental instinct," for instance (p. 59), by 
means of which the men of the primeval world, because they 
themselves still stood in a closer and more intimate psychical 
contact and connection with nature, and by this, notwith- 
standing they were without our machines, experiments, and 
calculations, knew much of nature, recognized with perfect 
clearness, wielded and used with perfect facility what we, 
with all our reckonings and machines, are not able to com- 
prehend yet so correcUy.- Since all the analogies of natural 
science and so many historical fiicts, which otherwise would 
remain wholly inexplicable, speak for this assumption and 
this higher psychical view to be employed here, it appears 
only to be a sceptical wilfulness of the author, when be 
wishes to set this aside with such peremptory abruptness 
(p. 59). 

The illumination, however, which was the source of reli- 
gion among the saints of the primeval world, is to be care- 
fully distinguished from the special revelation and personal 
mission of the proper founders of religion, of the prophetic 
national lawgivers, who belong to the second era of the 
world. It is remarkable what the Genesis shortly imparts 
concerning some pious and illuminated men of the first age. 
The first purely historical mentioning of this description ia 
that of Enos, who first addressed Jehovah by that name; 
that wonderful and mysterious name, " before which all knees 
shall bend, that are in heaven and earth and beneath the 
earth." In the text it says, as is well known, " in whose 
time" the name of Jehovah was first invoked. Although 
the compiler or arranger of the Vulgate may have had his 
peculiar reasons for preparing that reading, which ascribes 
personally to Enos this new and great event, the discovery of 
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prayer, or whatever else may be contained in it ; still this is 
by so much the more evident, that Enos, on this account, is 
by no means to be considered as a proper founder of religion 
in the later sense. To this remote age, therefore, does 
Moses assign the age of the pure adoration of Jehovah ; of 
Enoch however (the Idris of the modem Orientals, and the 
Kapila of the Indians, to whom the oldest Indian philosophy 
is assigned, at a time previous to the whole development of 
their degenerate m3rthology, and long antecedent to the com- 
paratively modern Yedanta-system), of this Enoch, known 
also to the other Asiatic traditions, Moses says, ^^ he lived in 
God,*'* mentioning and repeating three times the name of 
Elohim, by which, in such a respect, an especial divine 
spiritual force and illumination are at all times implied, some- 
what as in later times the wonderful Elias is named a man of 
Elohim ; so that '^ he lived in God," if we might be allowed 
a certain circumscription, might be best termed— << he walked 
in the strength of Elohim." Of Noah, it is said again, he 
found grace before Jehovah ; and, moreover, he lived in 
God ; or as we have attempted to express it, ^' he walked in 
the strength of Elohim." In this saint of the Mosaic primi- 
tive world we meet again with the theory of the author. He 
makes a broad distinction between the proper idea of revela- 
tion and the mere pious natural feeling of the primeval ages ; 
he endeavours also to explain in his own way the origin of the 
first, which appears to him to have always been unsuccessfully 
attempted as yet. The horrid event of the li^t revolution of 
the earth, where nature showed herself so dire and hostile to 
man, led, in the grateful feeling of beinff saved, to the idea of 
a Being, exalted above nature, quite distinct from it ; that 
from this the doctrine of revelation sprang* Thus the French 
antiquity-philosophers derive the origin of all religion from 
that frightful catastrophe to the world, and assign its conk- 
mencement to fear, to a fancy excited by terror. The author 
has taken up this view in a more noble and enlarged vie^, 
inasmuch as he attributes it more to a feeling of gratitude 
towardd the great Saviour than to a feeling of terror at that 
awful event. We may accept and understand, I admit, 

* In God ; in order to express at one and the same tune all the bignifi- 
cations of the particle Eth HK, with and to God. * 



878 ON THE BEGINNIMO OF OUR HISTORY, AND 

quite ill this sense the great thank-offering and natural sacri- 
nee of Noah in the Mosaic acoount ; and, indisputably, that 
dread event in nature must have conduced in many ways to 
awaken religion and the feeling of God, to reanimate it, or 
to give it a new direction. The idea of God, howerer, could 
not have been first attained by man in consequence of this, if 
it had not been originally implanted in him. But in no way 
is it correct to consider as the whole, to wish to pasis it off 
as such, what is only one moment in the history of the oldest 
religion, and what forms only one moment in the question 
respecting the origin and the first development of the same* 
The last, whom Moses mentions in a similar relation and 
designation, is Melchisedek, who, although he lived in the 
time of Abraham, yet as being such before the call of the 
latter, must be classed with the before-mentioned saints of 
the primitive world. By this very circumstance he forms a 
new point of union, through which the popularly historical 
part of the Genesis hecomes linked to the primitively his- 
torical part (see ahove). Although he is named a priest of 
the most high God, in a threefold repetition of this special 
divine name (El Eliun), and as such, offers to Abraham a 
type of the highest bloodless sacrifice (according to the pious 
custom of the primitive world), he can, nevertheless, stand- 
ing quite alone and apart, he regarded, in nowise, and quite 
as little as those named before, as a proper religious founder, 
and as a prophetic lawgiver. To this class, which domi- 
nates over the second era of the world, belongs, above all, 
besides Moses, Zoroaster ; then the Indian Gautama, as that 
mind, which altered everything in India (who founded the 
Nyaya philosophy, who gave rise to the Vedanta-system as 
an antithesis to the former, and restored the equipoise 
against innovation by the remodelling of the old doctrine). 
His historical name is called by the numerous followers of 
his religion Buddha {sapiens^ intelligentiay verbum) ; more- 
over, Confucius and other prophetic national legislators down to 
Mahomet. All these were no common, ordinary men, but men 
fitted with extraordinary qualities and gifts. Whether, how- 
ever, it was merely a sideral natural force, or also a bad and 
demoniacal meutal power ; or, whether it was the spirit of 
God, the force of Elohim, and the light of Jehovah, which 
impelled them, and in which they taught and worked ; this 
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must certainly be first inyestigated and attentively deliberjited 
on. Undoubtedly, tbe idea of God must have become tho- 
roughly clear and certain to ourselves, before we can decide 
between the true and the false revelation, which subject 
cannot be further discussed in this place. 

Now that we have seen in what manner Moses relates the 
knowledge of the true God, even in the primitively historical 
time of the first mundane era, and before the people of 
Abraham, — ^how he significantly and pointedly alludes to it in 
the four points, each constituting an epoch, of Enos, Enoch, 
Noah, and Melchisedek, — ^it is now the place to say a word 
concerning the view of nature as contained in his account, 
how it is enunciated especially in the primitively historical 
part of his sacred tradition, in the history of that first time, 
when no written law had as yet been given, and when man 
recognized God only in the revelation of nature, but viewed 
nature, however, in God. Every kind of natural cult, or 
even of natural worship, is of course strictly excluded from 
the Mosaic document. This does not efiface the visible pre- 
sence of a pure adoration for the divine principle in nature, a 
deep contemplation of all the essence and action in nature; 
Let us cast a look now in this respect on the Mosaic history 
of the earth's creation. Much that is both bright and clearly 
defined starts at once to our view ; much, too, is passed over 
in silence, or with brief allusion, aa if lost, placed in the back- 
ground, which is not unoften the case in the Genesis, as also 
in the representation of nature and the earth's formation. 
Thus the first breath of life, that which is properly alone real 
in nature, the element of air, is nowhere expressly and em- 
phatically mentioned, except where Jehovah Elohim breathes 
the ^^ breath of life" into the son of earth formed of loam 
(ch. ii. V. 7). In the second verse of the history of the 
creation, commented on above, where the Spirit of God 
moves upon the waters before the conunencement of the new 
formation of the earth, as the question concerns an influence 
purely local and defined, entirely physical and divine, and 
the word Ruach n-n means besides " the breath of life," 
we can also conceive, a natural medium of the divine force 
and omnipotence, in the universal element of life, the air, as 
preparing the creative act of nature's palingenesis. In tbe 
Mosaic formation of the earth, however, and in his mode 
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generally of representing nature, light occupies the first places 
as wo nave sufficiently had opportunity above of shoving 
and referring to. As generally, in the biblical doctrine and 
language, grace in man is so often represented under the 
figure of light, so by alternation is light depicted in Moses^ 
and other, parts, as the immediate divine principle, as a beam 
of grace in nature dispensed by God, not indeed absolutely 
and independently, but revered and exalted as a herald and 
announcer of God's majesty. In the Mosaic formation of the 
world, light is the first awakener and exciter of higher 
earthly life, the great renovator in nature, which in its pass- 
age parts the old confusion, and creates order in that which 
is now separated clearly and firmly. In the first series of 
the Mosaic days of work, the element of light is successively 
followed by water, earth, and by the plants that spring 
towards the light out of the earth made teeming by water ; 
all of them elements or productions of nature closely allied. 
Fire is nowhere expressly mentioned, as light is, altnough it 
otherwise serves in Moses not merely as a figure or type, but 
even as the medium for the appearing of God in the pillar 
of fire, in the fiaming bush, &c. Fire, abstractedly con- 
sidered, is more an element of destruction for annihilation or 
purification, than a principle of life and the forming of the 
world ; only when moderated, veiled and latent does it work 
as such in . the warmth of the sun, or as vital fiame in the 
veins of creatures animated with blood. In this form and 
respect it is fundamentally. placed in the second series of the 
Mosaic days of work, where the ordering of the vivifying 
stars, and the production of living inhabitants on the earth, 
in all departments of nature, are briefly reported. The 
genial warming sun, and the moon (the latter powerfully 
influencing fermentation, growth, and production, according 
to the view of all ancient nations and many modem natural 
philosophers, is always to be considered a principle of vital 
warmth, even if very much depressed), lead us, as the ruling 
luminaries of day and night, back again to the light, which 
in Moses forms the beginning, and always remains the first. 
The abundance and fruitfulncss of the living creatures of the 
earth, In their nourishing and propagation of numerous races, 
are considered and praised here with delight, as well as often 
in subsequent passages, by Moses, as a living blessing of 
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God. The return to the light, however, is here also given 
and implied by the thing itself, in the living creatures 
animated with blood, especially in man, the crown of all 
earthly ones. From the water, or from the earth made 
fruitful by water, the plant grows up towards the light and 
lives through it ; and yet the flower, as summit of the plant, 
although entirely surrendering itself and inclining towards 
the light, is only a longing after it, that remains unsatisfied, 
and does not break forth into the real eye. It is the eye, 
and not immediately the voluntary movement, which many 
genera of animals have in so slight a degree, or almost not at 
all, and which the plants on the other hand periodically 
reapproach ; it is the sun-percipient eje* that makes the 
animal such, and the living what they really are ; the eye 
which, in the crown of all mundane living things, in man, 
directed straight, like the flower, to the light, beams forth in 
the wonderful circle of his face itself as a double sun. Now 
what is this external light, and the visible sun, in comparison 
with the inward eye, by means of which man sees the light 
in his mind, which shines everlastingly, and by this alone 
becomes an image of God, a refulgence and reflection of his 
glory ? Thus, on the sixth day of work is closed with man 
what was begun on the first with light ; and in the seventh ' 
division of time follows now the repose of God, after the 
entire completion of the work. If the light, as the most 
spiritual thing in the sensual world, forms the sole tropical 
point, which we also find again among the other old Asiatic 
nations in similar dignity, the other is visibly found in the 
peculiar biblical view respecting the blood, how it is the soul- 
conferring and hidden vital fire in all living things, the secret 
laboratory and the sanctuary of life, hallowed by God, which 
is susceptible of so many injuries, and for that very reason to 
be treated with the most prudential awe. Thus it is said of 
Abel, not to mention the bloody sacrifices, that his blood 
cries out to God from the ground, which had opened its 
mouth to receive it from the hand of the murderer. When 
man, too, after the flood, instead of his previous mild vege- 

♦ ** Were not the eye sanlike, 

How could it 4»tch the power of the light ? *' 
is said in a beautiful old (German) verse, a proverbial saying which has 
been taken up and applied extensively in philosophy. 
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table- diet (ch. i. y. 29) of a happier primeval world, had^ 
assi^ed to him for food living creatures,* he is at the same 
time warned not to touch the blood. Yet now, remarkably 
enough, immediately after the terrible catastrophe in nature, 
the law is also proclaimed of legal blood- vengeance and 
retaliatory putting to death. The view in the Bible re- 
specting blood, as the other tropical point of the Mosaic 
contemplation of nature, penetrates into the very core 
of the Mosaic law. Hence we cannot here follow thi& 
thread any further. In what sense, however, also, according 
to Moses, the cult of the primitive world was a religion of 
nature, that is peculiarly evident from what is said at the 
creation and mission of Adam, of his original relation to 
nature, over which he is placed as lord and ruler, as a real 
king, and consequently also as high priest of the same, as 
it is only^ serve and be used to the glorification of God. 
In this sense, and in the function of a king and high priest o£ 
nature, must the passage be explained and interpreted, where 
it says of Adam that he gave their names to all living things 
on the earth. As to the so-called origin and first lisping of 
a semizoic natural language, according to the modem favourite 
interpretation (that is, abolition and explaining away of the. 
* divine mind), this passage can, for that very reason, not be 
understood, at least not in our view and signification of 
language, because it is expressly said '^ Jehovah" brought all 
creatures before Adam, to whom he then gave their names. 
Such things do not stand for nought in Moses. Even our 
usual representations of a blissful sloth of man in Paradise 
are not quite correct, nor Mosaically authorized. Adam is 
expressly placed by God in Paradise, '' to dress it and to 
keep it." "To keep it," that is, to defend it; fighting' 
against the enemy, who yet contrived afterwards to creep in. 

* Man has the teeth of both genera of animals, the carnivorous and 
those which feed on plants. From this, however, merely follows, that he 
was destined and organically constituted to enjoy a great variety of 
different articles of sustenance, and also when dressed. For to assume 
that man was originally created a carnivorous rapient animal, is opposed, 
to all probability, contradicting point blank the plainest declarations m the 
oldest and most sacred traditions, that the first food of man was a v^;e- 
table one, decidedly also to be hardly reconciled with Christianity, and 
the view which this and Christian philosophy gives us of the first man and 
his original condition. 
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'*To dress it," certainly not for tlie common necessaries of 
life, as afterwards, when ^Hhe ground was cursed for his 
sake ;" therefore to what other ohject should it he cultivatedy* 
unless to the ever greater glorification of God ? 

Now that we have put aside or opposed with fitting argu- 
ment all that concerns the science of the earth and the last 
revolutions of it in the primitively historical research of the 
author, moreover have dilated on the origin and the original 
nature of religion, touching on the Zendavesta and everything 
which the author deems remarkahle in it, also the properly 
understood sense of the Genesis^ and all this as copiously as 
was here possihle, we turn now to the author's opinion of 
the primitive language, this heing the suhject most nearly 
allied to the foregoing. In sooth it is with the investigation 
into the origin and original constitution of the first language^ 
as with the question concerning the origin of religion. The 
point is here just as it was there^ whether we shall hegin 
forthwith with that which really iff the first eveiywhere, with 
the mind in its efifectivity, or shall attempt to worm out the 
mind gradually from the sensual maze, to fasten it on behind 
as an accidental excrescence. It was remarkable to us, how: 
the author does not so much hold the middle path between 
both these opinions as he is divided between them. The one 
opinion, which makes language artificially work itself up by 
degrees to a form of reason and a spiritual importance from 
out of a mere animal cry or of an utterance that imitates a 
sound in nature, receives the author's sanction by the maxim 
(p. 43, and the following pages), that the primitive language 
must have been monosyllabic The other opinion^ which con- 
siders that language may have very possibly commenced with 
the purest and with a spiritual importance, and which regards 
the less cultivated languages as degraded ones, so &r captivates 
him, that he sees and acknowledges the inward inseparable 
connection (p. 76) between the polysyllabic, organically arti- 
culated and constructed language, and the wonderful discovery 
(p. 73) of alphabetical writing. Nevertheless, it is necessary 
that we at once remove to entirely historical ground in this 
investigation, for the primitive language — properly so to be 
termed, and at all events decidedly ante-historical — is sepa- 
rated by too wide a chasm from us and our present state, that 
neither the author's, nor even my own researches, would bo 
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able to throw the requisite bridge across, so as to open again a 
way for general communication with that ^Most word " of the 
primitive language. That would be for instance the language 
to be called really primitive in the right sense, which Moses in 
the passage above mentioned alludes to, and which is actually 
meant in it according to our opinion, during the time that 
Adam still possessed the divine fiat in nature ; that he exe- 
cuted this sway of nature, not indeed by his own power and 
authority, but by God's will and license, under Jehovah's 
guidance and assistance, till he sank into that pernicious sleep 
through which he succumbed to the power of the senses. T^ater 
also, when man had fallen sick in his sin (Enos is the man 
called, and the radical signification implies ^^ sick " ), when he 
had found again the mysterious, miraculous name of the true 
God, had called upon it for help from the depth of his misery, 
this could not happen witliout his having necessarily found, 
recognized, and discovered the inner, essential, real names of 
very many natural powers and things contemporaneously with 
that supreme word. But all this, as more suitable to Christian 
philosophy, to which it unquestionably in part belongs, the 
author would rather have excluded from the primitively his- 
torical research. We, therefore, will not pursue this way any 
longer, and will immediately enter with the author on the 
purely historical ground, where, among the old and oldest 
languages actually and virtually known to us, the difference 
' between the polysyllabic and monosyllabic presents itself to 
us as the proper main point for the whole investigation. Here 
we certainly find a language of a nature completely mono- 
syllabic, of inconceivable old age, and, at the same time, of the 
most artificial formation, — namely, the Chinese. On this side, 
it would be difiicult to decide concerning the most ancient rank 
of the one or the other kind, especially if considered in a 
merely historical point of view with respect to time. But the 
sole question is properly, which was the main stem and which 
the lateral branch. On the other hand, the question con- 
cerning the intrinsic value is easily decided. The polysyl- 
labic languages are entirely, even into the innermost threads 
of the living tissue, formed organically in the roots as in the 
grammatical form, and that deeply pervading etymological 
relationship which has interwoven itself almost over the whole 
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sarface of tbe earth, through all the branches of the Indian, 
Greek, Latin, Persian, and German languages, and which is 
in remoter connection also with the Phoenician and Arabian, 
doubtless too with the whole of the Sclavonic tongues. The 
monosyllabic language, on the other hand, has no really in- 
ternal, organic life, but forms a mere aggregate of isolated 
tones, which, without inner development as it became more 
and more enlarged, passes off at last into an endlessly artificial 
system of the most arbitrary and wholly conventional language 
of signs, as among the Chinese, where at length the chaos of 
the accepted writing-ciphers must come to the succour of the 
indescribable poverty and ambiguity of the oral language, so 
as to become barely intelligible. Picture-writing, from the 
Mexican painting, through all the symbolico-pnestly secret 
language of the Egyptian hieroglyphs down to the endlessly 
artificial cipher-chaos of the Chinese, will ever remain subor- 
dinate. Even in the author's eyes it will, who recognizes the 
"amazing discovery" (p. 73) of letters, as inseparably connected 
with the formation of the polysyllabic or organic language, and 
who assigns the highest antiquity to this discoveiy of writing 
(pp. 73 and 76) ; nay he seems inclined to reeard it as original, 
that is, entirely coeval with the first awaking of the human ' 
mind. The author, however, has not stated more circumstan- 
tially in what this connection consists between the poljrsyllabic 
languages and alphabetical writing, although it may undeni- ' 
ably be shown. Alphabetical writing is founded on a decom- 
pounding, very artificial if you will, but perhaps also from very 
natural causes, of each human tone into its single and simple 
elements. Now the formation of a language thus growing up 
from polysyllabic roots depends on such a discompounding of 
the object denoted. It is not an apish vocal imitation of the 
external object, an involuntary exclamation of the internal 
state, as in the monosyllabic languages, but a really mental 
comprehension of all the different inward or outward vital 
actions and demonstrations of power. It is polysyllabic in the 
first roots, which are already limbed and even words. It is, 
therefore, not merely uttered according to the rude total 
impression, but mentally analyzed according to the dynamic 
constituent parts and its internal elements. To these, such as 
they are in nature, may well correspond in varied and deep 
ansdogy the elements also of the human voice analyzed and 

2 c 
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dissected into vowels, consonants, into the spiritual breathing 
and accent This then would be the proper wonder of human 
language, if we otherwise wish to give sufficient weight at 
length to the historical proofis against a groundless theory based 
on old prejudice of universal and original sensuality and want 
of mind, in order not to deny any longer a communication of 
speech, originally true and essential, that is to be called really 
human. This was and still is ha more than a play of deceptiou 
and caprice, composed of animal cries, of a few images and arbi- 
trary signs. Hence, therefore, can be first perfectly explained 
the inner connection, pointed out in general by the author, 
of alphabetical writing with polysyllabic language, as they 
both are based on the same dynamical analjrsis and taking np 
both of the inner elements of the human voice, and of the phe- 
nomena in life, as the object of language ; they are based also 
on the shaping out of those elements to an organic form, a pro- 
perty that remains in each development to what has been so 
taken up in its elements and dynamically united, because the 
germ for it lay already in the first origin. This dynamical or vi- 
tally spiritual mode of taking up and appropriating the elements 
of speech is what forms the grand and essential difference be- 
tween the two different classes of primitive languages, the poly- 
syllabic-organic and the monosyllabic-aggregate languages. 
The author, by acknowledging the connection between alpha- 
betical writing and the organic languages, admits at once their 
higher rank with respect to inward worth and spiritual contents^ 
and to such languages belong the Indian, the Latin and Greek; 
then in a somewhat more remote line the German and Persian; 
still more remotely and partly in another manner the Arabico- 
S3rriac and Sclavonic tongues. But the author cannot refuse 
them either the chief rank with respect to time and age, 
provided that the discovery of alphabetical writing is of such 
high antiquity as he asserts (pp. 73 and 76), or if it was perhaps 
original, as he appears to assume. The existence of primi- 
tively old original languages of the monosyllabic class, which 
class must ever be regarded as a branch and offshoot of that 
first Hngual stem, can easily be explained, as soon as we con- 
cede '' a sinking back of language " as conceivable, such as 
the author does, who meets us here halfway (p. 7C), and who 
ex]ilains not less ingeniously than satisfactorily that '^ sinking 
back of language " by the " forgetting of writing," namely, of 
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alphabetical characters, inseparable from it. Here, hoTrerer, 
we must remember, tliat that fall of the mind, attributable 
perhaps to many and differeut causes, "will occasion aJso a 
decadence of language, and that this therefore may take place 
in more ways than one. As far as the signs of writing 
are concerned, the author might have mentioned, besides 
the picture-writing, and the elementary signs, or letters, 
another kind also of mathematical, or real signs, which 
render the thought or object entirely by one sign, cor- 
responding to the essence of the thing itself, without pic- 
torial reference or arbitrary assumption. To these belong the 
Indian decimal figures, imparted to us through the medium 
of the Arabs ; a discovery, which deserves no less to be 
named astonishing, than that of literal characters. At least 
we cannot help seeing how this entirely corresponds to a real 
sign in the straight stroke as mark of unity, in the three- 
pronged figure of the three ; the denoting of nought by the 
circle is also especially remarkable, although all the figures 
have either not preserved their original form, or this is no 
longer to be recognized in them. The Indian decimal figures 
are then distinguished from those signs of notation that are 
composed, like the Roman ones, of strokes plaeed alongside 
of another, or of initial letters, by this, that these ever form 
merely an aggregate of numbers mechanically placed near 
one another, whereas in the Indian decimal system the true 
inner elements of all number are vividly and dynamically 
seized and organically disposed. Hence, also, the whole world 
of numbers can be turned to account with so much life and 
wonderful efficacity in comparison with the pitiful aid that is 
derived from a mechanical notation of numbers. In this respect 
the decimal arithmetic ha^ precisely the same relation to the 
mechanical arithmetic notation, that the elementary notation of 
alphabetical writing has to the typical or conventional word- 
writing ; there is a great analogy between the two.' To this 
class belong also the remarkable metaphysico-mathematical 
real signs of the Chinese, which depend on the same cause. I 
mean the eighth Koua and symbols composed of them, con- 
sisting of one straight and one broken line, as signs of unity 
and duality (the Platonic tTepov)^ from which, step by step, 
several compositions, according to the manifold, mathematically 
possible cases, are formed with a very ingenious signification. 

2 c 2 
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Bat nnoe this metaphyncal linear writing could by no means 
suttice for the whole extent of the language and the abundanoe 
of the phenomena in life to be denoted, it came then, notwith- 
standing the absence of the elementary signs, to that immea- 
surable chaos of ciphers which distingnishes the Ohineae 
language from all others. These dynapiic real signs are as- 
suredly not to be oyerlooked in any future inyestigation into the 
origin and the original nature of alphabetical writing, for they 
in all that is essential stand probably much nearer to it than 
every hieroglyphical or pictorial writing. We do not mean to 
deny that many alphabets contain to some extent indiyidoal 
traces of a pictorial nature. How ha the arrow-headed writ- 
ing entirely belongs to one of these kinds, or perhaps forms a 
medial liuK and a point of tranrition from ihe one mode of 
typifying a language to the other, cannot yet be regarded as 
deBnitively ascertained. 

If now the question is, in a merely historical sense, con- 
cerning a human primitive language, we must entirely set aside 
what has been alluded to above concerning the essence of the 
creatively active word in a philosophical sense, or what occurs 
in old theology. It is also decidedly not unknown to the Zen- 
davesta, but is mentioned there by the name of Honoyer, the 
Zend appellation for that metaphysical idea of the eternal 
word, which in all that is essential agrees with the Mosaic 
and Christian idea of the divine fiat. Historically taken, the 
primitive language, according to what has been said above, 
can only be sought for in the class of the organically formed 
languages, since we must recognize this as the main stem and 
parent- stock of human languages, in accordance with all that 
the author himself concedes. Not that any one in particular 
among these is to be fixed upon, as being that one, from 
which all the rest must have been derived, as perhaps some- 
thing, tliat I said in my work on India about the Sanscrit, 
has been misunderstood contrary to my intention, or as, per- 
haps, our author might appear, here and there, inclined to 
assign to the Zend language the first place at all events 
among all the others, as likewise to the Zend tradition 
the greatest age. In the comparative analysis, either di- 
rected to etymological concordance, or to the structure of 
grammatical configuration, when applied to the whole class of 
all organic languages, all of which are intimately allied to 



THB LAST REVOLUTION OF THE EARTH. 389 

one another, and which form throughout the dialects of the 
most different nations only one grand family of tongues, the 
sole question can he, which of them is most organically- 
formed, which least have lost this structure, and have most 
preserved that character in simple regularity. By this 
standard we can easily distribute into different classes of 
approximation the collective organically-formed languages. 
This, too, without wishing to find out, with positive certainty 
in useless efforts or from one-sided partiality, the common 
parent and radical language itself, as it was spoken in the 
land of Eri, or in any other primeval country after the last 
catastrophe in nature. According to the present state of our 
actual knowledge of language, both in comparative grammar 
and historically-founded etymology, there belong to the first 
dass of approximation to the organic primitive or parental 
language, the Sanscrit or Old-Indian, in particular, together 
with the Latin, and also the Greek. I must observe here, 
that our philologists of classical antiquity, who have gone 
into those investigations, consider the Latin as merely allied, 
but at the same time an elder form of the GreeK. The 
Persian, and with it all the German and Gothic languages, 
form then a second class. The Sclavonic tongues, whether 
more profound judges wish to place them in the first or 
second class, belong in every case to the organic kind. To 
this family the Arabico-Syriac tongues appertain only in a 
remoter degree, and with many modifications. Now where 
the Zend language is to be placed in this series, and to which 
dass it belongs, is, from the materials extant, not easy to 
decide with certainty. This will be especially the case, so 
long as we know so little of what is the most important, its 
grammar and construction, so as to be able to come to a deci- 
sion respecting its organic constitution and formation. 

The author mentions several times its close affinity to the 
Indian language, and appears even to consider it as a mere 
dialect of the latter. Now the first question is, whether this 
affinity is a very close and original one, or merely one more 
remote ; which, indeed, may be asserted also of ten or twenty 
other languages. I wish to decide nothing here, but merely 
start doubts, and mention the reasons on both sides from what 
lias been given. Of the little that is known concerning the 
construction and grammar of the Zend language, Anquetil 
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himself has adduced some extremely remarkable analogies in 
the declension to the Georgian language (in the Caucasian 
country) ; some of it coincides with Indian forms. £vcn ia 
the alphabet of the Zend language there is muck that is 
peculiar ; for iustance, in the great number of the letters, iu 
the special character of the long vowels, the including the 
nasal an among the latter, the annexing of the letter ii 
to other consonants, which reminds us of the construction of 
the Indian system of writing, and is only found again ia this 
language. In the Zend dictionary, published by Anquetil, 
there is a considerable number of words undeniably Indian ; 
and with a more complete knowledge of the latter language, 
with greater means for acquiring it than I possess, perhaps 
many more would be found, without giving way to any un- 
certain conjectures. A considerable number of these words 
are such as express the first and most common wants. They 
are also in their form, and in the changes they undergo, per- 
fectly similar to the Indian ; though for the most part, with 
such exception, the termination and formation of words in 
the Zend language appear very peculiar and difi*erent. Some 
others are technical words from the Sanscrit, which have 
passed over almost wholly unchanged; they bear less tlie 
character of roots originally common to both, than of tech- 
nical words borrowed from the other ; among them, in par- 
ticular, some metaphysical ones are remarkable,''' because they 
might lead to suppositions concerning the connection or 
mutual influence of the doctrine and the system. That the 
Zend language belongs to the mixed ones, appears also to be 
confirmed by the dictionary, from the circumstance that it 
contains, together with the words of Indian affinity, so large 
a number in common with the Pehlvi language, this too 
quite independent of the religious terms. Now should it be 
asserted that all these words were first adopted by the Pehlvi 
from the Zend, this would be deciding the question before 
the investigation. Among the religious words of the Zoroas« 
trian books only a very few can be positively shown to bo 
allied to the Indian; if, therefore, tiie Zend were really 
an Indian dialect, we should be obliged far rather to regard 

* The much spoken of zeruane akerene, boundless time, in the Zend 
books, might perhaps be nothing but the Indian Sarvam akhyaran — omne 
mdiviaunif or indivisibiley the irav Kai 'iv of the Vedanta doctrine. 
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these words as originally belonging 16 the Pehlvi. It is cer- 
tainly not a little singular, that while the Pehlvi language 
and the use of it is sufficiently confirmed in the old Persian 
kingdom by inscriptions and coins, the Zend language is 
entirely destitute of this virtual confirmation. There is also 
something remarkable in the dictionary that belongs to this 
place ; namely, the totally different names for several car- 
dinal numbers, which is usually a characteristic peculiarity of 
mixed languages, as in the Coptic for instance, the duplicate, 
partly old Egyptian, partly Grecian names for the first 
numerals.* Should now the Zend language, as it has be- 
come known to us, be a mixed dialect of more recent origin, 
we should most naturally have to look for its seat in the 
north-western frontier regions of India^ where then most 
clearly that land, extending hx and wide between India and 
Persia from Little Thibet, called by the ancient name of 
Sind, and which is given to the whole fluvial district of the 
Indus (qui incolis Sindus appellatus), ofiers in the very name 
even a coincidence. It is not, it must be confessed, an 
entirely complete one ; since the initial consonant, though 
very similar in sound, is carefully discriminated in the nota- 
tion of the Oriental languages. Nevertheless the analogy is 
no more removed entirely than the higher signification of the ' 
word Zend, which means living, in the sense that the Zend 
people were such. It implies, that they, by the recognition 
of the true light, alone veritably lived ; and that the Zend 
books are those in which this doctrine of the true life is 
described and revealed, &c. &c. There are too many ex- 
amples in Asiatic antiquity, that a higher signification and 
consecration have been thus given to the real name of a 

* Thus besides its drei (three) and ihreiim (third), exactly as in the 
Indo-Latin-German family, there is also for the same number three, the 
word se as in the Pehlvi, and then the exotic word tewhro entirely foreign 
to the others. Moreoyer, petmiche (five), as in the Indian and Persian, 
des/ (for ten) f just as in the family of tongues above alluded to; but 
then, quite independent of these, pokhd4 (five), and mro (ten), together 
with the Indo-Latin <7oti^(two), Uiere is ^so hB9eh (two), corresponding 
to the Latin hi»: and this root is remarkablo in the form htixm (second), 
which is also aJlied to the German 6tft(/-e (both). The Zend wonl 
icheivere (four) is connected with several languages, as ehaiur, Ind. ; 
guatuort Lat. ; ischeiyr, Sclav. Many of these numerals in the Zend 
dictionary are connected with the Indo-Latiu-Persian-German family; 
nevertheless ktehouaseh (six) seems to be entirely foreign. 
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geographically defined land by means of a religions allusion, 
or that the consecrated name has been also transferred and 
lastingly attached to the actual land. That which, however, 
decides against this supposition, is the circumstence that 
nothing whatever is found of a Zend language and a Zend 
people in the definitive historical sense in the sources, neither 
in the Zoroastrian, nor in the new Persian ones that are 
founded on old tradition, and on documents. The Zend is 
always used in the symbolico-religious sense, for designating 
the true '^ life" of those posseadng the right knowledge, the 
doctrine of Zoroaster, and of still older masters ; their reve- 
lation of this life, and also for signalizing the supporters of it, 
or the participants in the revelation of the true life. This 
entire question of the relationship of the so-called Zend lan- 
guage, and a judgment concerning its construction, cannot be 
formed satisfactorily, till we possess a grammar of it Then, 
perhaps, all these doubts, which I only produce as such, will 
be perhaps cleared up, and the so-called Zend language may 
preserve and justify, according to the views of the author, 
its full rank as a primitively old and original language closely 
related to the Indian. Lidependently of this, it is self- 
evident, from the whole context, that Zoroaster's doctrine 
* and books were diffused among several nations, that belonged 
to the great Persian empire, were, consequently, also trans- 
lated with great probability into several languages. Nothing 
disadvantageous for the genuineness of the tradition ensues, 
in whatever language the fragments may happen to have 
been preserved. The sense of documents, regarded as holy, 
is not easily corrupted essentially by pure translation ; but, 
on the other hand, it is seriously endangered by any inten- 
tional alteration. Together with the grammar, nothing would bo 
so desirable, as the original copy or impression of the whole, 
or at all events of a considerable portion of the text in the 
original language ; for the few verses, which have been com- 
municated to us (see Kleuker's Zendavesta, ii. p. 48), disclose 
to us alone far more than many individual words. Now, among 
these verses, there are decidedly some entire phrases, very 
closely allied to the Indian, nay, some sound exactly similar. 

The calling it the Zend language, usual and general as it 
has become, appears for the rest, judging by everything 
mentioned above, to be not much more appropriate than if we 
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were to call the language of the Mosaic hooks the Thora 
language, or the HeUenic dialect of the New Testament, the 
gospel language. We must inquire after the people who 
spoke this language, and so let us now turn from these 
remarks concerning the primitiye language, and the language 
of the Zoroastrian hooks, as the connection of the suhject 
naturally leads us, to what the author adduces respecting the 
primitive people and the Zend people, their original native 
seat, as likewise their migrations from this primitive country 
into other regions upon the evidence and authority of the 
Zoroastrian hooks. — *^ The Zend people," he quotes from one 
of them (p. 21), "dwelt". (in the happy primeval poriod 
hefore the existence of winter and the migrations into warmer 
lower districts) " in the land of Eri, An."— The name of 
" Zend people," I do not find in the passage quoted ; hut the 
question is concerning the first people and human race, accord- 
ing to the doctrine of these books and this tradition. Now, 
how was this race or nation called, or what people was it, 
that inhabited the land of Ari ? The ancients named them, 
after the land itself the people of the Arians. There is no 
doubt that the land Eeriene is identical with the province 
Aria^ or Ariana^ of the Greeks, the modem Ghorasan. I 
refer for the last assertion to the judgment of a learned 
friend, whose authority in everything connected with Persian 
antiquities is of the greatest and acknowledged ralue, the 
Aulio counsellor. Yon Hammer, who has had the kindness 
to communicate to me his opinion upon this point, but who at 
the same time remarked, that also Yer, which in the Shah- 
name is called Iran, must by no means be confounded with 
Persis. The city, however, of Yer-ene, cannot be Per- 
fiepolis, as Anquetil very truly asserts, but is the Hekatom- 
pylos of the Greeks, the capital of ancient Parthia; the 
Albordi is the mountain range in Ghorasan, in a more 
extended sense, however, the whole mountain chain from 
Gaucasus to the Himalaya. The province Aria is also, no 
doubt, a mountainous highland country, such as Eeriene is 
described, and the streams which water Bactria and Sog- 
diana partly descend from the Paropamisus. This exactly 
agrees with the passage which the author cites (p. 25). For 
the rest Aria may have had, in the historical sense even, a 
greater importance and extent than the limitation and dte 
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which are assigned to this provinoe in the geographical system 
of the Greeks. A Grecian author himself speaks (see Oreu- 
zer, Symbol, vol. i. p. 698, note 40, and p. 736, note 90) of 
*^ the whole Arian race " (rav to Apaioy yevoc)) as of a great 
and widely-diffused people. In the Indian code of Menu, an 
almost unmeasured extent, through the Indian northern moun- 
tains, as &r as the East and West seas, is assigned to Aria- 
verta, the land of the Arians. 

Let us now remember, that the Modes from the most 
ancient times were called Arians, «. e. that the Modes were a 
people of the ^* great Arian race," and that they assumed the 
Median name at a later period. Much that was hitherto 
dark and inexplicable now suddenly becomes clear. We 
need no longer reject the positive historical evidence, that 
Zoroaster was a Mode, while the Zend books constantly 
allude to Eeriene, since the apparent contradiction ceases to 
exist. What we have hitherto called the Zend language, 
would, perhaps, in accordance with what those Zoroastrian 
sources thems^ves reveal concerning the real original land 
and race where this doctrine obtained, be more appropriately 
recognized and considered as the Arian language, or if it be 
preferred, as the East- Median in opposition to the West- 
Median Pelilvi language. This, however, is supposing 
what has hitherto been termed the Zend language, and 
which we define as the Arian, should turn out, upon a more 
intimate knowledge of it, to be an old original language, 
and not a mixed dialect of more recent origin. The name, 
too, of this great Arian people, is very remarkable. The 
Indian root, Ari, which derivation seems to be the best, 
signifies something admirable and distinguished, glorious, 
that which is " egregium." A warlike, heroic people is 
always inclined to give itself epithets of a like nature, and in 
this sense. Thus the other West-Median name, Pehlavan, 
signifies a hero. The Persians called their heroic ancestors 
ArtsBans, which name has some resemblance to that of the 
Arians, but to which we by no means wish to ascribe any ety- 
mological value. Derived from an entirely different root, but 
with a similar allusion and meaning in the name, may be 
added to the instances just given the neighbouring people of 
the Aspians, on the eastern slope of the Paropamisus, towards 
the Indus. It is not difficult to explain this word, for since 
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aspOy asp means in the Indian and the Persian, as also in the 
Zend or Ari, a horse, the transition (as in the Homeric 
iTTTTora) is here easily found. Warlike, horse-compelling 
nations have been often called, or call themselves, by a popular 
name of this description, and as in this instance. I, how^ 
ever, have introduced the name of Aspian people here, 
because that wide-spread appellation, asp^ so constantly 
occurs in the old generic names of the Zordastrian books, and 
tiio iMedian-Persian heroic saga, which is certainly deserving 
of attention. Tiie name of Arians is allied too in another 
way, which much more immediately concerns us. That 
Indian root, Ari, is decidedly and indisputably a Germ an one 
also, actually~existing in the language, and still obtaining in 
life, if we can speak in this manner of *^ Ehre** (honour). 
According to our analogy of language, and to the present 
form of this root, that popular name would be tantamount as 
it were to the honours, that is, the honourable, the noble. 
Precisely in this way the West German tribes were named / 
** Erben" (heirs), or " Wehren" (defenders), as conveying / 
the idea of free inhabitants of the land and men wearing 
arms, with the right to do so ; this name, indeed, was applied 
to the whole people. In the earlier and Gothic form that 
root was similarly pronounced in German, art, or ario. All 
those who have attentively observed how widely spread and 
how prevalent this root, ari, or ario, is, in the old German 
history and mythic tradition, among so many heroic and 
generic names, and elsewhere, will not be surprised when I 
add, that I have for a long time entertained the historical 
supposition, and for which I have found confirmation from / 
many sources, that we should seek for our German ancestors 
while they were still in Asia, especially nnder the name of 
Brians,; or to express it more appropriately, with the Greeks, 
ascHed above, under " the whole great Arian family." By 
this means the old saga and opinion relative to the relation- 
ship of the Germans, or German and Gothic tribes, with the 
Persians, would all at once receive a totally new light, and a 
definite historical point of connection. To the circumstance, 
that some German roots and words, striking from their com- 
plete similarity, are found in the dictionary of the Zend, or, 
as I would now prefer saying, Ari language, I will not attach 
any further importance, because resemblances and pecu- 
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liarities of this sort are often seen among nations rery 
remote from and entirely nnconnected with each other. That 
Choyare8m,also, according to Mirchond (see Hammer's History 
of Persian Arts of Speech, p. Id7)> was once called Jermania, 
striking as it is when compared with what Herodotus men- 
tions of an old Persian race of Germans, as one of the three 
agricultural tribes (see Hammer's remark as paged aboye), 
we will not yet deem as conclusive, since the similarity of the 
name may be accidental, like as the seeming resembjance of 
the name to the Indian Samanasans, which means something 
quite different, ^nd denotes the votaries of Buddha, as. op- 
posed to the followers of Brahma. The more especially so, since 
the name of Germans, so widely diffused since, arose much 
later on the Western Roman frontier of Old Saxony, as is 
evidenced historically and undeniably. But I do regard as far 
more remarkable, that Bokhara, according to Mirchond (see 
Hammer as cited above), '' in the language of the ancient 
Magi," means the gathering-place of the sciences, and tliat 
in Ulfilas, as is well known, Bokareis should mean a learned 
man. I do not pretend to deny that I do certainly consider 
myself warranted in regarding the land of Chovaresm and 
Bokhara as the first historically known dwelling-place, 
shown at least to be probable, of our Teutonic ancestors in 
Asia. During the course of my observations respecting the 
Arian people and their name, I did not confine myself 
solely to the threads of the etymological relationship of lan- 
guage, and to the delight of weaving these any longer ; no, 
something else results from the investigation, which in another 
respect also is historically very important. Nothing, in fact, 
is so essential, or throws so much light on researches touching 
an ancient people (I speak of those Asiatic and European 
ones, who have a tradition and traces of an olden culture), 
as first of all to ascertain whether it was a priest-people, as 
the Indians, Egyptians, Hetrurians, or a warrior-people, that 
is, a people founded by the warrior-caste, or where this latter 
preserved its pre-eminence. Not that the warrior nations had 
no priests, and we know that the priestly nations, named 
above, had their war-caste also ; it is the dominant clement 
that we must regard. TVe leave out of consideration here 
the tmding nations, and generally all those, where any other 
third element, except the two named, has produced the 
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dominant character in all the institutions of life. Tlie two 
chief classes in the whole of the ancient world, as known to 
lis, are formed bj the sacerdotal nations, and by the warlike 
nations of heroes or nobfes. The last are mostly, or at all 
events very frequently, designated as such by their very 
names. Thus in the present day robber tribes in India, 
addicted to war, have denominations of this nature, for the 
Mahrattas (great Rajahs) and the Rajpoots (sons of the 
Rajahs) are such, and derived from the war-caste. A similar 
signification is conveyed by the two most comprehensive 
names of the old German tribes : Teutons, that is, Thuidans, 
which in the Gothic means kings, princes, masters, lords ; 
and Goths, that is, nobles (as Gothakunds of noble descent). 
Now precisely in this way the old Modes were called Pehl van, 
that is, heroes, as then it is certain the Medes of Zoroaster 
were a noble heroic nation of this description. The name of 
Arians means the same, from whom the Medes descended, as 
we explained above from the Indian root the signification of 
this name, and proved it even in tl^e old German language. 

The old institution of castes, to which we have been led in 
the course of the investigation, is touched upon by the author 
as cursorily (p. 49) as it is unsatisfactory. His opinion is, 
that they proceeded from a distribution and parcelling out of 
the Indian races that took place originally at the first immi- 
gration ; but he offers us, in point of fact, no materials for 
pursuing this branch of inquiry further with him. To be 
able to do this, it would be requisite for us to know, in the 
first place, whether he considers the institution of castes as 
old, and, in its first outlines at least, antediluvian, or com- 
pleted immediately after the great catastrophe ; or whether he 
deems it modern, and not founded till after the origin of 
nations and states. As for tlie description of the confused 
and parcelled-out condition of the Indians, we do not know 
where the author derived his reasons from. One thing is at 
least certain, that his views of the Indians themselves are 
destitute of all clearness and precision. Considering the 
number of sources, and the chronology that is not historical, 
from which we have never thoroughly disengaged ourselves 
during the Indian investigations, considering also the con-^ 
flicting opinions of the learned in Europe on this subject and 
others, this is not difiicult to understand, so long as there is & 
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want of a critical support and historical prop for enaUiiig ss 
to arrange and dispose tUe whole. The one grand oontn- 
dicUon, however, that prevails throngfaoat Indian tradition 
and collective literature, namely/ between the religion of 
Brahma and the doctrine of Buddha, wliich even the Greeb 
in Alexanders time found there, in the two sects or religions 
parties of the Bramins and the Samanseans^ may certainly be 
historically cleared up and explained away. This fiust^ whick 
has altered and split up everything in India, and in the 
people who, in their mental culture, are, or were, dependent 
on India, forms now that very historical support by means of 
which light and order first pervade the whole, as I shall 
attempt to show in another place.* 

The question, too, concerning the primitive state^ and how 
it was constituted, about which HiiUman has given us lately 
such interesting inquiries, has been quite neglected by the 
author, although he so carefully endeavours to ascertam the 
entire primitive condition both in religion and language, as 
also with respect to the land originally inhabited by the first 
human race. This omission of the state, in his investigations^ 
may be perhaps less regretted, since he seems not to nave as 
yet perceived the proper point for commencing them from. 
Here, before all things, it would be incumbent to solve and 
decide the question, so important in many respects, whether 
the difierent ranks — that is, in the old world — ^whether the 
castes, in short, were older, or whether the state was. I use 

* In what relates to the objections which the author has advanced m 
his former work {** On the Age and Value of some Oriental Records") 
against the genuineness and age of Menu's Indian Code already alluded to 
further back, with respect to Sir W. Jones's and my declaration in the 
treatise on the language and wisdom of the Indians ; I will simply renuurk 
here on this occasion, that those objections are in so far well founded, that 
the question cannot be at all, whether this work first proceeded from 
Menu, since the contrary is proved by the work itself. The judgment of 
Sir W. Jones was principally founded on the antiquity of the language, 
and when I at that time subscribed to the judgment and great authority 
of Jones on this point, I for the present, and until further reasons be 
adduced, see no grounds for not doing so still. I grant that it is nothing 
but a relatively great age, that can be concluded on from the antiquity of 
the language ; but that the Indian Code of Menu, notwithstanding this 
great limitation of the supposed great age, may well be a source of no 
mean importance for old tradition and historical knowledge, the author 
himself seems to recognize, since he on several occasions resorts to and 
uses it as such. 
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the word *' state" in its proper signification, as a peace- 
institution guaranteed by the power of war, and which, 
although it is at the same time founded on internal peace, is 
nevertheless immediately directed to external peace or war ; 
and although of mutable circumference or extent, has never- 
theless, as a moral individual thing, its boundaries strictly 
closed against everything external. In point of faot, the 
universal and favourite expression of ** primitive people" is 
not correct, if we, as the author in the main decidedly does, 
take our departure from the unity of descent ; for in that case 
there can be no question of a primitive people, but only of a 
primitive or original stock, from which all nations are de- 
rived, and by which we mean therefore nothing but the con- 
dition of mankind that obtained before the distribution of, 
man into nations, and previous to the origin of any individual 
people. They, it is true, who do not take their departure 
from one common descent, but assume that man has sprung 
forth everywhere from the earth, differently fashioned 
according to the different nature of the country, are on the / 
other hand quite right in their sense of the term when they / 
speak of primitive races in the plural number, since they ^ 
refuse to acknowledge the primitively historical unity, and 
will not allow it to have ever existed. Now with the author, 
who manifestly gives the preference to the system of unity, 
and who endeavours to show, how all nations emigrated and 
are descended from one primeval land (the central high land 
of Asia), it is therefore only an inconsistency when he also 
speaks at times (pp. 48 and 52) of primitive peoples, that are 
said to have preserved themselves here and there in the deep 
valleys of the great range of lofty mountains, like a genus of 
aninmls in solitary districts, that has indeed grown scarce, 
but which is still found. If we do not mistake, he has bor- 
rowed this opinion from Ritter, in other respects a very 
excellent geographical writer, who is, however, still some- 
thing touched with that hypothesis of Autochthones. This, 
too, notwithstanding the wealth, so genially amassed by him- 
self, of ethnographic facts and remarks, in his grand arranged 
outlines, leads us palpably and evidently back to an original 
unity of all nations derived from the three main parent 
j^tocks. _ ^ ^ -:-- 

If we now return to the primeval land of Eeriene, as it is 



^1 
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designated in the Zendavesta, it is manifest, by the mode in 
which the other countries are adjoined to it and ranged in a 
line around it, that it is used in a sense perfectly historically 
defined, and bounded with geographical accuracy. It is at 
the same time set down in the midst of other countries as 
the parent land of the Arian people, as the main land of 
their origin. Now, according to the author's own rule, we 
must carefully discriminate before all things in every old his- 
torical tradition the Universal from what is special, nationally 
peculiar and geographically local. Thus, in the Zend saga, 
for instance, Jemjid is a connecting point of this description 
with the Universal, since Shem, not only in this tradition, 
but also in the Mosaic and other Asiatic ones, takes so im- 
portant a place in the derivation and history of the descent of 
nations. Afterwards there are some more detached but 
valuable indications, as for instance, a very beautiful indi- 
cation is contained in that myth of the nine human pairs, 
who wandered across the sea ; consequently, as the author 
explains it (pp. 54 and 55), may have, perhaps, first peopled 
Africa. Eveiything, however, seems to be load in the geo- 
graphical views given of the world and various lands in the 
Zendavesta. First of all, Eeriene, or the Ari land, is accu- 
rately defined the original country of the Arians, the precise 
Aria of the ancients. Among the fifteen blessed regions and 
spots that are ranged around this centre, the first are evi- 
dently, and without a shadow of doubt, Sogdiana and Bactria. 
Among those that follow, many are doubtful and capable of 
being explained in more ways than one. Though they are 
not situated to the south of that centre in a geographical 
souse, they may, nevertheless, in a climatical sense, as valleys 
and low lands, be described as warmer ones in comparison 
with the old mountainous seat of nativity, — ^the cradle of the 
race. The eastern provinces are very conspicuous ; namely, 
the Sind regions of Cabool and Lahore, or the Punjaub ; after 
them, Candahar also, the Arachosia of the ancients, and the 
country near the river Hindmend. The design of the drawer- 
up of the old record was, perhaps, less directed to the repre- 
senting of " the whole great Arian family of nations" in 
their common descent, which at all events was certainly not 
his only object. It seems far more probable to have been his 
intention at the same time to comprehend and describe, in his 
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geographical views of the earth, the great Median empire 
also, which coming after the A883rrian, preceded the Persian 
in its greatest extent, inclusive not only of the nations and 
countries that formed it, hut also of those hj which it was 
bounded. It is remarkable in this geographical description, 
that according to the more correct interpretation of Yer and 
Yerene, as alluded to further back, Persis is given quite as 
little as Babylonia, or Susiana. Of Assyria, too, only the 
most northerly part, on the confines of Armenia, is introduced 
in a very ambiguous way, but no mention is made of it in 
its higher sense of the Assyrian empire. The extreme fron- 
tier of this great extent, as designated in that description, is 
formed towards the west by Armenia ; that is to say, if the 
sixteenth blessed region, Rengheiao,^ in Pehlvi Arvestanove, 
is rightly explained as the northern portion of Assyria con- 
tiguous to Armenia. (Kleuker, vol. ii. p. 303.) From what 
has been here advanced, it appears now evidently to follow, 
that this geographical description in the Zendavesta is 
neither an Assyro-Babylonian, nor a Persian Ttaken from the 
empire as founded by Cyrus), but most deciaedly a Median 
one. If this point could be regarded as certain, then much 
light would be thrown upon the whole, notwithstanding great 
difficulty and obscurity still hang over isolated parts. It 
would bo very desirable if some learned men, provided with 
all the proper sources that explain the ancient geography of 
Asia, and deeply versed in Oriental languages, would tho- 
roughly explain this entire Median list of countries, such as 
it is found in the Yendidad (Fargard, i., in Kleuker, part ii. 
pp. 299, 304), from which the author, Mr. Rhode, only selects 
what best corresponds to his hypothesis. Then a definite 
judgment could be come to, whether there was any reason 
for assuming a twofold and double Ari land and Eeriene. 
One, according to the author, is the first and original native 
country of the Arians in the north or north-west part of 
Sogdiana ; but which as yet is mere hypothesis. The other 
is the main central land of the Median empire, founded by 
the parent stock of the Arians, namely, the Aria of the 
ancients, and which is both historically and geographically 
certain. Towards the north-west this Medo-Arian descrip- 

* Aocordtog to Gorre, in his translation just published of the Scha- 
nahme, Introd. p. zliz., Rengheia is the province Zarangia, Sareng, 
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tion in the Zendavesta extends, as already observed, in no 
case further than up to Armenia, or as far as the north part 
of Assyria. The other terminal point towards the south- 
east is, on the other hand, more dearly defined. It is formed 
by the fifteenth blessed region, Hapte Heands, or the seven 
Indias, respecting which the record adds, remarkably enough, 
that this blissful region ^' surpasses all the other kingdoms of 
the world in size and extent." This very circumstance 
obliges us to regard the compilation of these books as having 
taken place in the neighbourhood of India, for only near 
the spot could so distinct and complete an idea have been 
formed of the greatness, population, and importance of this 
region of the ^obe. The Arian race, however, is also de- 
scribed in an Indian source, quite dearly in my eyes, as 
closely allied to the Indian, both by descent and langua^. 
In that often-discussed passage of Menu's code (criticised in 
the author s other work, ^^ On the Age and Value of some 
Oriental Records," p. 64), where the question regards the 
alienation from the Bramins, the neglect of Braminical man- 
ners and usages, the warrior-castes that had thrown off the 
yoke of civilization, and the nations that sprang from them, 
it says at the conclusion, " All these are Dasyus (or pre- 
datory tribes living in a state of war), whether they speak 
the language of the Mlecchas, or that of the Aryas." The 
Mlecchas are barbarian tribes, alien to the Indians, both in 
race and language. Now since these are mentioned in evi- 
dent contradistinction to the Arians, it is tantamount to 
saying, they are all savage and desperate robber tribes, 
whether they are barbarians, or even Arians, the latter being 
actually allied to the Indians both in race and language. 

Now, if the author takes his Eeriene historically in a far 
more extended sense than the Zendavesta does, and regards 
it as the whole of the primitive land after the Flood, therefore 
the central high land of Asia, no objection in this respect is 
to be made. Only he ought then to remain steadfast to this 
comprehensive view of his, and not limit it again himself in a 
partial manner. For it is self-evident, that in the primitively 
historical tradition of each nation, according to the particular 
locality, the point situated nearest to that nation has the 
greatest importance assigned to it. The author himself 
grants the possibility, that Uie Caucasus may have formed 
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<^a second asylam" (p. 29), and that, generally speaking, 
there may have been " more than one primitive land" (p. 28). 
We should prefer giving at onoe to one primitive land a 
greater extent, and not confining it within such narrow 
limits. It must also not be overlooked, into what wide 
regions of the earth one and the same name for vast moun- 
tains and countries, in the old world, was often applied and 
extended. The name of the Caucasus gives us an instance of 
this, so likewise of the Imaus, and lastly of Asia itself. If, 
therefore, the Himalaya and the Hindukush lie nearest the 
Indian (p. 24), and are especially named before all others in 
the Indian tradition ; if the Altai (p. 52) forms the pivot, as 
it were, for the first immigration of the North- Asiatic tribes, 
and the Ural designs the great, old national way (p. 53) to 
the west, that is, to northern and central Europe ; so Moses 
also ought not to be passed over with such indifierence, 
'because he makes the patriarch Noah rest with the ark on 
Mount Ararat. Each tradition, as we see, refers on the 
whole but to one and the same central high land, and to one 
primeval Asiatic mountain-chain, in all its wide ramifica^ 
tions. If Anquetil's opinion were the right one, which places 
Eeriene at the foot of the Albordi, in the land that is watered 
by the Kur and Araxes, the declaration of the Zendavesta, 
according to tliis interpretation, would then agree very closely 
with that of Moses. From what was quoted and examined 
into further back, this explanation relative to Eeriene cannot 
well be admitted ; but' an agreement so very accurate and 
precise is neither to be expected nor sought for in this case. 
Nevertheless, where the explaining of ancient geography is 
•coupled with so much doubt, and where the best opinion 
is for the most part only the more probable one, this ought to 
make us diffident, and not too eager, for the sake of a pre- 
conceived opinion, to reject any old Asiatic tradition, how 
much less, then, the Mosaic document. 

With this remark we conclude this communication re- 
specting the work of the author. It has, perhaps, been too 
lengthily drawn up. Should I have succeeded in producing 
a conviction in his mind, that Moses and the Genesis may be, 
after all, regarded also in another and diffcreut point of view 
from what he has hitherto done, I should rejoice, if my 
expectations on this score should be not deceived, or be even 
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surpassed. In erery case mj design was to examine tho- 
roughly and seriously, excluding all partiality from the 
primitively-Listorical mquiry ; to sho^, also, that what is only 
too frequently represented as entirely separate or even con- 
tradictory, when rightly understood, agrees perfectly well 
together. Lastly, it is indeed high time that the two wit- 
nesses of the Hying truth and clear knowledge of antiquity, 
yiz. *^writ and nature," should no longer be used and mis- 
used in mutual opposition, that they should lie, dead for all 
more exalted knowledge, neglected in the lane, abandoned 
to the scorn of ignorant understanding. The moment has 
yisibly arrived when they shall rise again victoriously, as 
loud witnesses of the divine truth so long misunderstood, to 
the greater and ever greater glorification of that truth both 
in science and in life. It is doing but a sorry service to 
religion, or rather to both, when we put religion in oppo- 
sition to science, to which this esoterical branch of history 
also so essentially belongs. Now if, in this first attempt at 
a profounder understanding of this subject, much should bo- 
still found that will be, perhaps, '^a stumbling-block to the 
Jews, and to the Greeks a foolishness," as all that is con- 
ceived in a Christian manner with science for the most part 
is, I nevertheless know that this way, which I have attempted 
to point out here, will be more and more recognized, und 
more universally perfected, because it is the right one. 
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Albert (the Emperor), his love of 
justice, 122 ; his treatment of the 
Swiss, ibid. ; his death a misfor- 
tune for Germany, ibid. ; his at- 
tachment to the church, 148 ; his 
policy favourable to the cities, 152. 

Albertus Magnus, his intellectual 
powers and rare learning, 115 ; his 
orthodoxy, ibid. 

Alcuin, his friendship with Charle- 
magne, 70. 

Alexander the Great, charac- 
teristics of his genius, 9 ; his love 
of the Oriental, ibid. ; his leading 
idea, ibid. ) his resemblance to the 
heroes of the middle age, 107. 

Alfred, superiority of, to his age, 
69 ; his moral qualities, ibid. ; com- 
pared with Charlemagne, ibid. 

Alva, DuVe of, his character, 219; 
his earlier career glorious, 220; 
his cruelty in old age, ibid. 

Anolo-S AXONS, their policy supe- 
rior to that of the Franks, 68 ; 
their conversion to Christianity, 
69 ; their high intellectual culture, 
ibid. ; vast services of their mis- 
sionaries, ibid. ; their constitution, 
ibid. 

.Arabs, their influence on the West 
limited, 112, 113 ; their high na- 
tional character, 113 ; the influence 
of Mahomet ; historical results of 
Mahommedanism, 114, 115. 



Architecture, influence of the 
crusades on. 111, 112. 

Architecture, Gothic, rise of, 112 ; 
its chief characteristics, ibid. ; its 
peculiarly Germanic origin, ibid. 

Arminius, the type of his age, 40 ; 
his noble character, 40, 42 ; his 
success in war, 41 ; his familiarity 
with Roman civilization, ibid. ; his 
patriotism, ibid. ; his domestic 
policy, 42 ; the hatred of his kind- 
red, ibid. ; the ingratitude of his 
countrymen, ibid. ; his fame after 
death, 43 ; vast historical conse- 
quences of his deeds, ibid. ; cele- 
brated in a poem of Klopstock's, 
ibid. 

Arnold of Brescia, his revolu- 
tionary philosophy, 115 ; his su- 
periority to later heretics, ibid. 

Arts, the fine, their relation with 
history, 1,2; the useful, when bene- 
ficial to man, 22, 117. 

Attila, his personal disposition, 55, 
57 ; his wars desolating, 55 ; his 
personal appearance, 57 ; vast ex- 
tent of his kingdom, ibid. ; his 
hatred against the Romans, ibid, 
nature of his power personal, 58 
used the Gothic language, ibid, 
attempted to root out the Latin, 
59 ; career of, a frequent subject 
of Gothic poetry, 74. 

Austria, province of, was peopled 
I by Gotbac tribes, 91 ; prosperity 



406 



INDEX. 



of, under the Othos, ibid. ; acqui- 
sition of by Rodolph of Haps- 
burg, 120. 

Austria, as a federal state, its 
historical importance, 126 ; was 
founded by Rodolph of Haps- 
burg, ibid. ; its excellent race of 
princes, 127, 143 ; acquisition of 
Luxemburg, 142 ; union with 
Hungary, 143 ; permanent annex- 
ation of the imperial dignity, ibid. ; 
aggrandized by the victories of 
the Swiss over Charles the Bold, 
144 ; its influence on Europe com* 
pared with that of France and 
£ngland, 193 ; was to remain a 
federative state according to the 
scheme of Charles V. ibid. ; the 
excessive severity of the Spanish 
branch, 223, 224; the excessive 
mildness of the German branch, 
one of the causes of the Thirty 
Years' War, 224 ; its happy alliance 
with England. 271 ; basis of iU 
new policy, ibid. ; its national re- 
vival after the Thirty Years' War, 
ibid. ; Montecuculi and Eugene, 
272, 274 ; military glories of Aus- 
tria, 274 ; the early part of the 
eighteenth century, its glorious 
epoch, 282 ; its European functions, 
ibid. ; its separation from England, 
296. 

Austrian Princes, their principles 
of government, 147 ; their love of 
peace, ibid. ; their attachment to 
the church, ibid. ; their repug- 
nance to despotism, 147, 152; 
their political ideal, 148; their 
reverence for national rights, 152 ; 
their view of the imperial consti- 
tution, ibid. ; their misfortunes and 
constancy, ibid. ; they best upheld 
the constitution of the middle 
ages, 155, 156 ; their love of peace 
with France carried to excess, 190. 

Balance of power, system of, among 
the Greeco-Macedonian states, 9 ; 



consequences of, 10 ; predominant 
in the eighteenth century, 281 ; 
necessarily destroys itself, ibid. ; 
principle of inculcation second only 
to that of perfect justice, ibid. 

Basil, council of, contributed to 
revive the connection between the 
several states of Europe, 141. 

BiBLB, knowledge of, in the middle 
ages, 74. 

Bourbon, duke of, his desertion 
from the French king to be pal- 
liated, 182. 

BuROBSSBS, rise of the order of, 97 ; 
were favoured by the emperors, 
ibid. ; influence of the crusades, 
111 ; their soaring spirit displayed 
in their architectural monuments, 
ibid. ; founded a peculiar state in 
the Hanseatic League, 126 ; their 
characteristic excellencies, 157. 



CiBSAR, indebted for victory at 
Pharsalia to German tactics, 30 ; 
by the multitude preferred to 
Alexander, 173. 

Calvinism, compared with Luther- 
anism, 235 ; was fertile in political 
ideas, ibid. ; favourable to the re- 
publican spirit, ibid. ; its rejection 
of the mysterious, 237 ; was fruit- 
ful of new sects, 237, 238. 

Carlovingians, their attachment 
to religion, 64 ; their virtues here- 
ditary, 65 ; rise of their dynasty, 
ibid. ; their heroism, 66 ; pro- 
tected popular rights, 69; adhered 
to the use of the Prankish language, 
71 ; rise of their dynasty a national 
reaction, ibid. 

Charlemagne, his heroic ancestry, 
66, 67 ; his coniquests, 67 ; his 
wars and military capacity, 67, 
69 ; cruel treatment of the Saxons, 
67 ; the Rhenish provinces the 
centre of his monarchy, 68 ; the 
high civilization of the Rhine land 



doe to him. fbid. ; the lobjugation 
of the Saion* indispeawbiG, ibid. : 
comjiared with Airred, G9 ; eflect! 
of.hi« legislation, 70, 81 ; the idea 
of the empire derived from him, 
70; bis interconrM with Alci' 
and other Bcholan, ibid. ; his i 
tenUan to learning and art, ibid 
his enronragemeot of the Germ 
language and poetry, ibid. ; 1 
predilection for Gennaaj, J 1 ; nis 
hinnelf a lubject of poetry, 78 ; 
singuUt conception of, by the 
Norman poets, ibid. ; canies of tbe 
shott daratioD of his empire, ibid, ; 
cbarseter oF hii succeuort, tbtd. ; 
his partition of the empire, 7S, 79 ; 
law of sncceniOQ among tbe 
Franks, 79 j causes of the diB«>lu- 
Hon of his empire, 79, 80 i bis 
torical insigoificaDCe of liis pos- 
terity, 80 ; hii genenma policy, 
Si ; his rdatioDs with tbe Roman 
see, 87. 

Chableb thb Bold, elTect of his 
career on Earope, 144 ; tiis cha- 
racter, ibid. ; his projected Bnr- 
gun^an kingdom, ibid. 

Chablis IV. (the emperor), his 
policy erroneoQB, 123; hia imperial 
consdlulion arbitrary, 134 ; bis 

an fatal to the imperial dignity 
i^iurioui to Germany, 124, 
140; his protection of the Sda- 
Tonic races, 124 i hia reign bene- 
ficial to Bohemia, ibid. ; bis mo- 
ral and intellecta^ character, ibid. 
CbabxcsV., ageof, foTDuan bista- 
lioal epodi, 139 ; origin of great 
hiatorical eventa, ibid. ; modes of 
hnman progreas, ibid. ; eimulta- 
neons unfolding of tbe moral and 
intellectual poversof Earope, 140 ; 
relations of Charles V. to iiis onn 
times, ibid. ) Cbarlee V., the em- 
peror, the people and nobility dc- 
TOted to bim, 168 ; tbe atiauh- 
mentoftbe princes doubtful, ibid. ; 
hia facilities for acquiring sbsolute 
power, ibid. ; cnterpiixe* of Siak- 
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ingen, ibid, ; his efTorta to restore 
religions unity, 171 ; his anticipa- 
tion of the CTibi of the Keforma- 
tion, 172 ; right motives of action, 
ibid. ; men of great ideas seldom 
appreciated, 173 ; Ids merits un- 
derrated, 174 ; difficulty of jadg- 
ing bim, ibid. ; his boyhood and 
youth, ibid. ; his instructors, 
Adrian and Chiirrei, ibid. ; his 
character in youth, 175 ; bis per- 
sonal appeaiance, ibid. ; state of 
Spain at his accession, ibid. ; perils 
besetting his government, ibid. ; 
bis treatment of Ximeoea, 176 ; 
his self-reliance only gradually 
deTcloped, ibid. ; bis resolation to 
repair to Germany, ibid. ; import- 
ance of his election ss emperor, 
ibid. ; critical state of Europe, 177 : 
acqaiaition of Mejico, ibid. ; de- 
TeUipmenC of his character and 
intellect, ibid. ; hia anxiety to re- 
store the Inatre of the imperial 
dignity, ibid. ; inreatigates tbe 
new doctrines, 178 ; upholds the 
ancient faith, ibid, i his sense of 
justice, ibid, g his view of the du- 
ties of an emperor, ibid. ; the fa- 
cility of augmenting his power, 
179 1 his reverence for Tested rights, 
itnd. i hoatility and secret intrignra 
of Franda I., 180 ■, invaaion of 
Navarre by the French, ibid. ; 
suppression of the Spanish revolt, 
ibid. ; was tbe real founder of 
Spaniah greatness, ibid. ; his in- 
fluence on the Spanish nobles, I SI; 
lie upholds ttie free constitution of 
the Spanish cities, ibid. ; his love 
for Spain, ibid, i tbe great men ha 
encompsBMid himialf with, 181, 
182 ; paraUel with Frauds J., 
182 ( the acquisition of Bnurbon 
and of Doria, ibid. ; his error in 
releasing Francis I., 183 ; tbe jus- 
tice of bis claims on Burgundy, 
ibid. ; hia desire of peace with . 
France, 184; family alliances be- 
tween tbe French and Austrian 
hoDse*! ibid. ; hu mode. of carry- 



' lag on WIT, 185 ; hi* cballengti to 
Francii >enoiu, ibid, g hii later de- 
figiu agUDit France, ibid. ; bii 
Dutnard cdmneu, combined with 
Tdwinence of character, ibid. ; hii 
modention in ■ucceit, 1 B3 ; his 
rdiance on (lie honour of Fraucii, 
Ibid. ; hii luccess in the war aguast 
Soljmui, 187 : hii cbaracteriatici 
u B nnerel, 188 ; hi* campaign 
in Africa, ibid. ; hia attantian to 
the naval resoiircei of Spain, 189 ; 
d<yot«diiesa of hia general! and of 
hia amitea, ibid. ; his great military 
Tcaoorcea, ibid. ; hia repagnance 
tn warftre against Christian states, 
ibid. ; result of his measnrei in 
Spain, iu Italj, and in Gennan;, 
190 i his sna; propitious to Euro- 
pean freedom, 191, 193; hit 
Italian policy, 191 ; organize* 
Italy ai a federal state, 194, 195 ; 
brilliaat reaults of his goTemmeat 
in lUlf, 195 ; imparts ■ new 
impalse to the Spanish miud, 196 | 
Budden development of geuiuE 
and learning in Spain, ibid. ; hii 
friends and confidants, 197, 198 i 
hia love of Ihougliful, reserved 
Cbaractera, 198) bis sale aim ir 
Germany to avert a schism, 199 ; 
bis efforts to conciliate the Pro. 
testants, ibid. ; bis zeal for tin 
Church, ibid. ; opportunitiea o 
curbing the ecciesiaBtical power ii 
Spain, 200 ; reason of bis dilate 
rinesa, ibid. ; violent fermentation 
of mind thronghout Euro|ie, ibid. ; 
his desperate situation at the Open, 
ing of liie Smalcald war. 201 -. 
bis uneipecled triumph, ibid. -. 
bis moderation in victory. 202 i 
binders tbe war from becoming 
one of religion, ibid. ; eflecis a 
religious peace of lialf a century's 
duration, 203 ; poliiical error in 
his treatment of the elector ol 
Saiony. iliid. ; he commits tb( 
administration of Germany to hii 
brother, 204 ; his power in Ger. 
many (emaiued unbroken, ibid, j 



hii ohject in retaining the elector 
of Saxony and the landgrave of 
Hesie la captivity, 205 ; hia last 
contest with France nnsaccessfit]. 
Ibid. ; hii retirement from the 
world, 206; his social qualities, 
ibid. ; bis greatness ai a sovereign, 
ibid. ; hoiumra paid to him on his 
decease throughout Europe, 207 ; 
''" views as to the succession to 






1,216; 

betwc 



under the Anatrisn dynasty, 215, 
210 ; neceaiity of tbe hereditary 
principle, 216; disunion among 
bis poaletity, 216. 
CnABl.18 TI., the emperor, his go- 
vernment mild and condliatorr, 
279icompared with Ferdinand II. 
and Leopold I., ibid, i reoovatei 
Hungary, 279, 280 i directs his 
chief attention to internal adminis- 
tration, 282 i hli excessive reliance 
on international treaties, ibid. 

IHIVALBT, the third power at the 
middle age, 102 ; ita rise and de- 
velopment, 103 ; its nature and 
importance, ibid. ; eiemplified io 
Ricbard Cunir do Lion, 10G, 107 i 
the heroes of tbe middle age con> 
trasted with those of antiquity, 
107 ; its war of little political im. 
porlance, ibid. ; its depth of inward 
feeling, ibid. ; its poetry a faithful 
mirror of the age, 111; spirit 
of, assumed vsrioua forms, 119; 
in Spsin, its tendency religious, 
ibid. ; in Western Europe adven- 
turous, ibid. ; in Germany patrio- 
tic, ibid. ; Rodolph of Hapshurg 
and his immediate suecessois, 120 ; 
Frederick the Fair, 123. 

JaniSTiAHiTY, how influenced by 
national character, 82 ; asceticism 
of the Egyptians, ibid. ; logical 
acuteness of the Greelfs, ihid. ; 
tbe ritual and ecciesiaslical, ibid. ; 
legislature of the Roniaos, ihid. ; 
Climtiau organiiatiuD of the do- 
mestic and public life of the Ger- 



in*na, ibid. ) Id imperfect mliia- 
tioD b; man, 114 ; compued with 
Mihotoetanism, ibid. 
Cburch, union of, with the atate in 
the old GeimaD iDBtitatioD9,81,82; 
coDteit between the popes and the 
emperora, 93 ; feudal and eccle- 
wastical datiei ot the biihopa in- 
compatible, 99, 100 ; biihopi pro- 
hibited from carninj; uma, 100 j 
sale of biEhopricabj tlieempetora, 
ibid. ; eccleaiuUcal righti o( the 
emperon, 102. 
Civilization, three chief canaeH 
of, 17 ; may bs termed the age or 
iron, IB ; European, founded on 
. the primitive Germanic conatitn- 
tion, 29 ; (low devdopment of, 
in Western Europe, 63 ; language 
a teat of, 74, 75 ; in wbatit con- 
aiats, 117; compariaon of the 
middle agea witb antiquity, 117, 
lis i gronth of, 298 ; necesaitj 
of krga artilidal Itatea, 299 ; re- 
lationa of the state with the dmrch 
and with GODimerce, 300. 
Clement VII., hia nepoUsm and 

lecolai policj, 196, 199. 
CLERor under Charlemagne be- 
came a s^arale eitate, 81, 83 ; 
were the depoaitariea of dTiliia. 
tioa, 83 ; relations of, with the 
nobilitj, 84 ; chief objects of thdr 
calling, ibid. ; the benefits result- 
ing from their wealth In the middle 
age, B5. 
Conrad, the emperor, election of, 

69 ; magnanimitf of, 90. 
Constance, council of, its condemn- 
ation of the Hussites, 141 ; con. 
tribnied to revive the connectiot 
between the sereraJ estates, ibid, 
put am end to the schiam, ibid. 
CoNtTIioTiow of parliamentaiy ea. 

tates, eicelleace of, 131. 
CniieADBU, neglect of colonization, 
104, 105 i want of nnitj of plan, 
105 ; tbdr vast inflneiicB on dn. 
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lization, ibid. ; tbdr e 
and devotion, 1 06 ; love of adven- 
ture, ibid. ; motives of interest, 
ibid. 
CBVSADBe, oases of their ^ure, 
108. 109 t energies of the Spaa- 
iarda and Germans otherwise ab- 
sorbed, 109 ; enthuaiasm of the 
Normani and French, ibid. ; their 
effecti on the spirit of chivalrr, 
110 ; the three great military or- 
dera.ibid.; influence of the But on 
European ideas, ibid. ; their in- 
fluence upon commerce and tho 
aria, 111, 112! furthered tha 
cause of freedom, 116; were the 
meana of accelerating anarchy, 
iUd. ; thdr influence on national 
character, 130; effect! of tbeic 
abandonment, 131. 



, growth of her power (n 
[UH nmea of the Holienslanfen, 
136; her inflaence mperseded by 
thatoftheHanseatic League, ibid.; 
disunion of the Scandinavian king* 



East Indies, trade with, its in- 
flaence on the derelopment of 
national character, 130, 136 ] the 
aouice of Fortugnese prosperity, 
135. 

Elteabetb, Queen, inherited her 
father's sentinients, 229 ; com- 
pared with Vililsm of Orange, 
ibid. ; her heartlesauess, ibid. 

Enoland, its religions wars, 207, 
208 ; predominance of the Froteat- 
ant party, 212 ; fermentation of 
minda, ibid. ; its peculiar relationa 
with America traceable to the Re- 
formation, 225 i hostility between 
the two Proleatant partiea, 226 ; 
absolutism of the Anglican par^, 
22B ; its lesiatance to Lewis XIV., 
280 ; happy effects of it* alliance 
with Austria, ibid. ; its hiiteilectual 
onltniB in the eighteenth centnry. 
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290 ; iU steady equipoise in opin- 
ion, ibid. ; resistance to scepticism 
from patriotic feeling, ibid. ; ber 
separation from Austria, 295 {pro- 
bable results of a union with Hol- 
land, ibid. ; defects in her policj, 
ibid. ; her constitution, 302. 

English, their conquests and mili- 
tary glory in the middle age, 132, 
133. 

EuROPB, regenerated by the'German 
migrations, 5 ; causes of its civi- 
lization, ibid. ; primitive state of, 
6 ; its primitive population, 6, 11, 
12 ; its freedom, 7 ; contrasted 
with Asia, 7, 8. 

Ferdinand, the Catholic, his love 
of absolute power, 134. 

Ferdinand of Austria, brother 
of Charles V., was destined to in- 
herit the Spanish throne, 174 ; 
his fidelity to Charles V., ibid. 

Ferdinand II. (the emperor), criti- 
cal state of the empire at his elec- 
tion, 245 ; his policy towards his 
Protestant subjects, 249 ; his in- 
fluence on the course of the Thirty 
Years' War, 250; his heroism, ibid.; 
his tenderness, ibid. ; bis eccle- 
siastical advisers, ibid. ; his energy 
in overcoming obstacles, 254 ; in- 
sists on the restoration of the 
church lands, ibid. 

FEUDALisif, its excessive develop- 
ment, 131 ; diminished sanctity of 
the feudal tie, ibid. 

France, rapid growth of royal au- 
thority, 128 ; in the middle age 
less civilized than Italy and Ger- 
many, ibid. ; the spirit of chivalry 
less developed than among the 
Normans and English, ibid. ; 
career of the Maid of Orleans, 
ibid. ; establishment of despotism, 
129; since Philip-le -Bel, its go- 
vernment despotic, 190; was a 
source of disquiet to Europe, ibid.; 
its selfish policy, 191 ; political 



character of the religious wars, 
208; its immoral policy in religious 
matters, ibid. ; era of the belles 
lettres commenced under Riche- 
lieu, 211 ; divisions among the 
Catholics, 226 ; contests between 
the Jansenists and the Jesuits, 
ibid. ; comparison between the 
moderate and the strict Catholic 
party, 228 ; rise of a Spanish 
party, ibid. ; influence of Lewis 
XIV. on French literature — ^philo- 
sophy, 268 ; its literature, taste, 
and art, 268, 269 ; parallel of the 
intellectual culture of France and 
Italy, 269 ; the separation of phi- 
losophy and religion, 270 ; seeds 
of the French revolution, ibid, v 
its irreligious school of literature,. 
289 ; parallel between Voltaire and 
Rousseau, ibid. ; its internal con- 
dition in the eighteenth century, 
293 ; adoption of the oommerdal 
system, ibid. ; £iils in its rivalry 
with England, ibid. ; causes of the 
failure of its new policy, 294 ; im- 
mediate origin of the revolution, 
^94, 304. 

Francis I., his early career bril- 
liant, 182 ; degeneracy of his cha-r 
rocter in his later life, ibid. ; com- 
pared with Charles V., 183 ; his 
policy, ibid. ; his ill success against 
Charles, ibid. ; his breach of faith, 
ibid.; his envious disposition, ibid.; 
his alliance with the Turks, 187. 

Franconian Emperors, one of the 
three great national dynasties, 92 ; 
arrived at unlimited power, 93 ; 
laid the foundation of the contest 
with the church, ibid. 

Franks, mode of their conversion 
to Christianity, 63; their yoke 
rude and oppressive, 64 ; extent 
of their kingdom, ibid. ; their two 
royal dynasties, the Merovingians 
and Carlovingians, ibid. ; virtues 
and vices hereditary in feunilies, 
64, 65 ; development of the con- 
stitution, 65 ; the old German 



eonstitutioa ansuituble to later 
tiinea. ibid. ; growth of the rajRl 
BQthoriCy, 65, 131 ; decsT of ihe 
order of frfemcn, 66 ; evils of tlie 
spirit of conquest, ibid. ; extinc- 
tion of the old nobility, ibid. ; rise 
oT feudalism, ibid. ; poner of tli<? 



79. 

FhedbrickthI FAiR(the emperor] , 
hii chiTBlroua spirit, 122, 123. 

FneoKRicK IV., hii policj, 143 ; 
his singular character, ibid. ; his 
European influence, ibid. ; hia 
negotiations and war irith CLarlca 
the Bold, 144 ) his loie of peace, 
ibid. ; hia friendihip foi Fiaa II. , 
I4S. 



Qavls, MUigiiinar; worship of, 2G. 
GiNsiRic, bubarona polic; of, S5. 
GkHHANV, its fertility, 14; its 



foreata, 15, IS ; ita climate, ibid. ; 
its poU^cal importance, 22, 2-1. 

Gkbman Ehfirb, idea of, derived 
from Charlemagne, 70, 81, Sf, ; 
relatioaa of diurch and state, S\, 
82 ; the clergy a separata entatc, 
8 1 , 83 i the ecclesiastical order otid 
counterpoise to the nobility. Hi ; 
nature of the nobilitr, 83, SJ ; 
relations betoeen the clergy and 
noUlity, 84 ; rapid rise of, 89 ; 
its great empwora in the early 
middle age, ibid. ; adiautagea of 
elective monarchy, 90, 98 ; de- 
Telopment of the hereditary prin- 
ciple, 90, 92-, ita relations »illi 
the neighbouring atates in (he 
tenth century, 90 ; gronth of, in 
extent and power, 91, 96 ; parallel 
between the thrrs great imperial 
dynaaties, 92, 93, 91 ; its conn 
tion with Italy advantageous 
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civiliiation, 94 ; its internal con- 
dition under the Saxon emperors, 
95.96; colonlxation of Sclavonic 

EroTinces, 96 ; rise of the onler of 
DTgesses, 97, 9B; nature of the 
imperial poner in the middle age, 
97 ; its diviaion into flve great 
national duchies, 97, 98 ; rela- 
tions ofthe dukes to the emperor, 
98; derelopmenC of ita constitu- 
tion, ibid. ; growth and proaperity 
of the cities and towns, ibid. ; con- 
tests between the popes and the 
emperors, 99 ; feudnl and eccle- 
siastical duties of the bishops in- 
compatible, 99, 100 I sale of bi- 
shoprics by the emperors, 100 ; 
ecclesiastical rights of tbe empe- 
rors, 102; right of the pope to 
confirm the election of the empe- 
rom, ibid. ; consequences of the 
disputes between the popes and 
emperors, ibid, g European influ- 
ence of the empire loat, ibid. ; a 
central power in Europe necessarjr, 
191 ; power of the emperor pra. 
pitioua to general freedom, 192 ; 
the papal power limited the impe. 
rial, ibid. ; its intellectual decay 
after the Keformation, 211 ; out- 
break of a religioDS war long de- 
Uyed,ibid. ; cauaea of the duration 
of peace, ibid. ; abhorrence of the 
Calrinists, 212; equality in power 
of the religious parties, 227 ; the 
religions peace a state of perma- 
nent disunion, ibid, i diaorganiia- 
tiou of the body poUtic, ibid. ; its 
great military rewjurces in the 
eighteenth century, 2B4 ; German 
dynasties and German influence 
lu forngn states, ZS5| ambition 
of Prussia and Bavaria, ibid. ; Ihe 
Tirtnal dissolution of the consti- 
tution, ibid. ; the national energies 
limited to the acquisition of know- 
ledge, 286 ; parallel between the 
intdlectual culture of the Germans 
and Fiench, 287 1 Leibniti and 
GroUoa, 288 ; German philosophy, 
290 1 its inteUectoal culture free 



tlieirm 



btini anj political direction, 291 ; 
characteriatici of ths Germui 
mind, ibid. 

imitive, yatt rcanlti of 

tic origin! 13 ; motiTCB far uttling 
in the eilreme nortli, ibid, i their 
dB«p loie for nature, 16; not 
nvBga, 17, 18 1 not to be com- 
pared with American Indiani, 
ibid.; wen acquainted vith the 
use of iron, IS ; arms of, defen- 
sive and ofl^rire, ibid. ; their 
TBriodt tribea not equally advanced 
, in civilization, ibid. ; were ac- 
quainted with the art of writing, 
19 ; dieir alphabet in the Rnnic 
chwactcr, ibid. ; were acquainted 
with the value of money, ibid. ; 
their commerce, ibid. ; their ho uaea, 
towna, and forta, 19, 20-, modem 
Ideaa of their barbarism eiagge- 
rated, SO ; their dreas and onu- 
menta, 20, 21 ; their poetry aud 
■onga, 22, 27, 2B ; their (aitb and 
worahip, 23, 28 1 their religious 
ayatem contrasted with that of the 
Greeks and Roniana, 23, 24 ; their 
worship aimiiar to that of the 
ancient Persians, 23 ; thdr repug- 
nance to temples and images, ibid.; 
their firm belief in a future life 
24 ; their conceptions of, sensua 
and warlilie, ibid. ; their self 
devotedness, ibid. ; the )Ojt of 
the Walhalla, ibid.; their 
ception of God superior to U 
other heathen nations, 25 ; their 
capital punishments, ibid. ; their 
deity the judge and avenger of 
wrong, ibid.; origin of ordeals, 
ibid. ) their rehgtous system wholly 
different from that of the Gauls 
and Celts, 26, 27 ; their humai, 
sacrifices, 26 ; non-existence of 
Druids or bards, 26, 27 ; the 
chiefs themselves minstrels, 27 ; 
their constitution, 29—32; judg- 
ment of the Ramans, 29, 6b ; the 
righta of tha freemen, 29 1 the 



priviiqiei of the noble*, 29, 30; 
their princely famiiiea, 30; thdr 
royalty elective, ibid. ; tha Swiss 
mountaineers and Swedish Dale- 
carliani retuned the primitive con- 
stitution, 30, 31, 95, 96 ; baais of 
their nobility, 31 ; nature of their 
freedom, 31, 32; right of telf. 
defence, ibid. ; duty of revenge, 
31 ; mediatorial functions of the 
state, 32 1 modem aentiment of 
honour, ibid. ; stringency of tbtdr 
laws, ibid. ; public dutiea, ibid. ; 
thdr leagues and confederacies, 
32, 33) etymology of the name, 
33 ; their brotherhood in arms, 
34 ; the origin of feudalism, ibid. ; 
their love of military enterpriies, 
ibid. ; Eodsl position of tbeir wo- 
men, 34, 3b ; their marriages and 
wedding gifts, 35, 36 ; heroism of 



, 36; theii 






lions, 37, 39 ; (heir pacific di^. 
aitions, 37 ; their various wars 
with the Romans, 40, 44 ; growth 
of a German party in the Roman 
empire, 44, 45, 53; the Gennaa 
party particularly strong among 
the Christians, 50 ; their close 
intercourse with the Romans, 56; 
their contempt for the Roman 
dress, ibid. ; their peculiar recep- 
tion of Christianity, 82. 
Gbbuan language, version of the 
Gospel by Ulphilas, ila earliest 
monument, 74 ; rise of. as a se- 
parate tongue, 75, 76 ; enuouraie- 
mentof, by Chariemagoe, 70. 71; 
early development of, 72 ; trans- 
lations from the Latin frequent in 
the Carlovingian times, 73, 74 ; 
is compounded of two dialects, 
;5 i origin of modern High Get- 
man, 76. 
leuUAN poetry, encouraged by 
Cliarlemagnp, 70; heroic lays very 
numerous, ibid. ; " Wyne-lieder" 
interdicted to nuns, ibid.j at- 
tempts to snbslitule Christian 
poems for the old national poetry. 
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71 ; the Nibelangen-lied and Hel- 
denbuch, 72, 73 ; its heroic sagas 
and pagan legends, 73. 

Golden Bull, the change it effect- 
ed in the constitution of the em- 
pire, 123, 124 ; its arbitrariness, 
152 ; aggrandizement of the 
princes, ibid. ; weakness of the 
imperial authority, 153 ; disor- 
ganization of the empire, ibid. ; 
estrangement of the princes from 
the national interests, ibid. ; cor- 
rupt imperial elections, ibid. 

Goths, their right conception of 
the idea of the Roman empire, 
59 ; short duration of their rule, 
60 ; their excessive freedom and 
want of union, ibid. ; their 
Arianism, 61 ; originally seated on 
the Baltic, 48 ; in the fourth cen- 
tury establish a great Gothic king- 
dom, 49 ; overrun the Roman em- 
pire, 49, 50 ; their early civiliza- 
tion, 51 ; their readiness to re- 
ceive Christianity, ibid. ; their reli- 
gious veneration, 52 ; more humane 
in war than the Romans, ibid. ; 
their reverence for knowledge and 
literature, 53 ; their attention to 
agriculture, ibid. ; their favour- 
able disposition towards the Ro- 
mans, 55, 59 ; policy of Adolph, 
the Gothic king, 55 ; clemency of 
their rule, 59. 

Gothic dialect, the foundation of 
the modem German, 75 ; its simi- 
larity to the Greek, Persian, and 
Indian, ibid. 

Greek empire, existence of, pro- 
longed by the nnion of the state 
and the clergy, 48 ; utter degene- 
racy of, 62 ; history of, contrasted 
with that of Western Europe, 62, 
63. 

Greeks, the ancient, their ^num- 
berless subdivisions into states 
and tribes, 8 ; causes of their 
downfall, ibid. ; their idea of 
another world, 24 ; influence of 



their worship in real life, 26; 
their minstrels, 27 ; the later, re- 
pugnance of, to the Germans, 54 ; 
their intellectual qualities, ibid. ; 
their absurd national vanity, ibid. ; 
contrasted with the Romans, ibid. ; 
with the Germans, 62, 63 ; their 
peculiar reception of Christianity, 
82. 

Gregory VII. (Pope), contrasted 
with the emperor Henry IV., 99 ; 
seeks to put an end to the sale of 
bishoprics, 1 00 ; aims at render- 
ing the church independent, ibid. ; 
was appealed to by the provinces 
and people, ibid. ; his moral and 
intellectual character, ibid. ; his 
self-devotedness, ibid. 

Grotius, Hugo, the first European 
scholar since the Reformation, 238 ; 
his vast influence upon his age, 
ibid. ; his superiority to his own 
times, ibid. 

Guelphs and Ghibelltnes, their 
contests more rancorous than the 
earlier feuds, 98 ; consequences 
of, 99. 

GusTAYUS Vasa, character of, 234; 
introduces the Reformation into 
Sweden, ibid. 

GusTAvus Adolphus, ravages half 

Germany, 249; his influence in 

the course of the Thirty Years* War, 

. 250 ; his character, 252 ; his vast 

popular influence, ibid. 

Hansb Towns, their power and 
high civilization, 126; their pre- 
eminence in manufactures and the 
mechanical arts, ibid. ; their fe- 
deral arts, ibid. 

Henrt IV. (emperor), contrasted 
: with Gregory VII., 99; his bril- 
liant qualities, 230 ; bis worldly 
wisdom, ibid. ; his grand scheme, 
231 ; his ambition, ibid. ; his 
projected attack on Austria un- 
justifiable, 232 ; his efforts to en- 



kindle diil wu in Gttiautj, ibid. ; 

WM the chief lecret originator of 
Iho Thirtj Ye«i' W«r, ibid. 

HiBTOBT, iU importiaoe, I ; i 

lalionj with tJt and pliiliaophy, 
1, 2i iti cORipreheniireneu, 2; 
op wlut pripciplei to be written, 
3, 4 ; it* perenniil cbarm, 36 ; 
the char«c(er» to bo cbieflj dwrit 
aa, 130 ; iti power to correct pre. 
Tiient model of tbinking, 132 
extnordinirf nature of our om 
age, ISB ) object of tbeie lectDKs, 
ibid, i prevaleut theorie* regarding 
our own age unsaliafactorf, 15H, 
159 ; the omrcb of inteliect, 15^ ; 
explication of our own age b; Ibc 
pait, ibid. ; isolated deUili to be 
aTOided, ibid. ; iti general ipini 
and connection to be aougbt, 160 
tbe combinilion of the ancietil 
with the modem, the chief queg. 
tion of the present times, ibid. ■ 
its course, 298 ; the rise and decBv 
Of lUtei, ibid. 1 life, consiiti in 
the derelopment of the faculties, 
ibid. 1 the object of the atate, ibid. ; 
growth of civilization, 299 ; the 
necessit^r of large artificial states. 



49, German and English, 
compared, 2, 3 ; partialil;, in nhat 
lease reprehensible, 3 ; chief de. 

Holland, its polidcal importanec, 
232 1 forms a new epoch in his- 
tory, 233 ) wBi the first BUte tv 
eilabllsb genuine religious tolera- 
tion, ibid. ; the superioritj of its 
intellectual and Bclenlillc culture, 
ibid. ; its comparative religiouit 
peace, 234 ; cause of iti decline, 



294. 



, their eiduriTB stud; 
of cU]idcBl literature, 166 ; tbeir 
frivolity, ibid. ; tlieir wlde-^read 
Influence, ibid. 
Hdhoaiy, ciiiliiation of, fouudeil 
by King Stephen, 91 ; Importanco 



of, a 



!,137i. 



bined the Aaintic character with 
Western civilization, ibid. ; was 
colonized from Germany, ilnd.; 
diffusion of Italian culture, ibid. ; 
its heroic kingi, Matthias and 
Hunjad, ibid. ; Its toleration of 
all religious sects, 241 ; the reaulti 
of the Turkish wan, 242; the in- 
fluence of the RefonnatioQ, ibid. 
luHB, their influencs insignificant, 
37, 67 ; their relations with Gothi 
nnder Atlila, S8. 



Idttin, ULaic VON, hii influence 
on the Reformation, 166, 169 ; hia 
wit and eloquence, lB6i his po- 
pular talents, ibid. ; bis chivalrous 
courage, ibid. ; his revolutionary 
tendencies, 167 i regarded Luther- 
an ism as tim eerui of a revolution, 
168. 



Italy, tkelch of, in the later middle 
age. 127-,itSDiulualactivitycbiefly 
developed in the northern pro- 
vinces, ibid. ; its intellectual pre. 
eminenre, ibid. ; its literature and 
science a hond of connection for 

with Germany, 127, 12B ; reve- 
rence for the imperial dignit}, 
12B ; diffuaioD of the Italian sys- 
tem of politics, ibid. ; anarchy and 
subsequent despotism in the petty 
slates, ibid. ; aisle of, in the 
fifteenth century, M9 ; formation 
of one single state impossible, 
ibid, ; contrait between a French 
protectorate and the iwaj of the 



emperon,ilHd.; iKce««ltyork fpde- 
TatSve NDititiitioii, 19S; pFculiir- 
itiei of Its different gtatn, ibid. ; 
iU pnMperit7 under CtiirleaV., 
ibid. ; its condition after the Re- 
fbrmatioQ, 210 ; fretdom from 
religioas wars, ibid. ) nitioasl 
nnitj and intellectdal cahare, 
ibid. ; deficient in pbilosopbj, 
Ibid. ;C[insraofitsdecaj,211. 

Italians, were tbe firat to call the 
French into Italf, 149; tbeir 
hatred of fordgnent, ibid. ; th^ir 
craftj Byatem of politict, Itdd. ; 
the Tien of Dante and the elder 
patriots, 150; recnltl of their 
crooiced policr, 194 ; magDanimitT 
ofCharkaV., iWd. 

Joanna, mother of Charles T., her 
insanity, 174. 

John Frbdebick, Elector of Sax- 
ony, during his capUiity gains the 
friendship of Cbariea V., 203 ; his 
204. 



Joseph II. (the emperor), general 
condiUoD of Europe in his reign, 
297 ; establishment of an Ame- 
rican republic, ibid. ; was cooi. 
pletelj raled by the spirit of fais 
■ge, 304 { his rasluiess, ibid. ; his 
neglect of public opinion, 305 ; 
orertbrows ue Jesaits, ibid. ; his 
good intenlioTUi towards the chnrch, 
306; his poUtical objects, 307 

Charles V 

Kant, philosopbjr of, hostile to 

■tb(ism,290 lits basis tadonaiisti c, 
291 j contrast between EngUsh 
and Oennan modes of thinkiD^, 



Lbidnitk, a European scholar, 
2B7 ', his last learning, ibid. ; his 
sound prindpln, ibid. ; hisde^cts, 
ibid. 



Lbo X., character of, 142. 

Lewii of Baiaria{the emperor), his 
contest with th« church, 122 ; his 
acquisitions, iliid. ; his nnchival- 
rouB spirit, 122, 123. 

Lewis XIV,, his career long pre- 
pariHl, 2G6 ; compared with Charlea 
v., ibid. ; his appreciation of me- 
rit, ibid. ; his views and objects, 
267 ; compared with William of 
Orange, ibid. ; the partial success 
of his schemes, ibid. ; exhausted 
the resources of France, 268 ; in. 
directly the chief originator of the 
revolution, ibid. ; Uie literary glory 
of his reign, ibid. ; hia influence 
on tbe nobility, 274. 

LoMBADDS, the last nation which 
settled In tbeWestern Empire, 61 ; 
■ncceeded the Kugi and Heiulianf 
on the Danube, ibid. ) their Arian- 
ism, ibid. ; (heir awsy oppiesuTe, 
62; tlieir government preferable to 
the Grecian, ibid. 

Luther, gave permanency to the 
Reformation, 169 ; his opposition 
to the fanatics, ibid. ; his great 
energy, ibid. ; the moderation of 



arrogance, 170; contrssted with 
Borromeo and St. Theresa, ibid. ; 
his vehemence against the Calvin- 



d by the 



pbiiosophy, ibid. ; 

LuTHEiiANiBif , compared with Cal- 
vinism, 23a ; favourable to royal 
enthority, 235, 236 j its reco^ni- 
tion of the mysterious, 236 ; points 
of agreement with Catholidsm, 
236, 237 -, absence of intellectual 
development, 238. 

Uasoukt, character of, 113; hii 
vast influence, ibid. ; characteris- 
tics of bis doctrines, ibid. ; his 
ideas fnliy carried out, 114. 

Mahohi 



to the MDtei, 113; id )>ernid(nii 
influaaee (ui ciTiliz&timi, 114{ 
caiuei of its dcctf, Ibid. ; iti mo- 
nl effects on the Weit, iMd. ; iti 
inflaence on Eurapeui philoupb j, 
Ibid.) it> hUtoricil reaolti, 114, 
115. 

Mabia Thbbua, faerherdsm, 283 ; 
her feminiiu qnilitiei, ibid. ; ber 
populuitj, 284 1 her psrtidp*- 
tioQ in the luppreuion of tlie 
JeiaiU and the partition of Pa- 
laod, 29e. 

Matkia* (the emperor),' Ui'tmbi- 
tion and nihneu, 244 ; wu des- 
titute of ill great qualitiei, ibid. 

Mavkicb of Saxonf, efaaractet of, 
198; wini the confidence of 
Charlea T., ibid.; hit diinmnla- 
tion, 19S, 204; Ma to gidn the 
popular confidence, 20S ; intrigoea 
with the French lung, ibid. 

Haxiuilian (the emperor), 
the second fonnder of Austria, 
143 ; his toilsome life, ibid. ; hia 
influence on Gennanj, ibid. ; 
of Europe in hi* age, 144 ; hia 
romantic Iotc for Marjr of Bur- 
gundy, 145 ; his chilalrona dlEpo. 
aitioo, ibid. ; his uoderstandiag 
and fortitude, ibid. ; his strong 
domestic feelings, 146 ; his loi 
of peace, ibid. ; the eialted nalui 

with Iha spirit of the age, ibid. ; 
hii influence on Europe, ibid. . 
conaolidites the poner of Auittia 
147 ; hla general principlea of go. 
Temment, ibid. ; contrast betweei 
the AuBtrian soiereigns nnd tbi 
other princes, 148; his wish o 
becoming pope, l&O; comparison 
of, with Julius II., ibid. ; his con. 
acieatiousness, ibid. ; his hatred 
of Venice, ibid. ; bis uDnearied 
industry, 151 ; bia German policy. 
ibid, i founds tlie Suabian league 
IBS ; aeelfs to reunite Snitzerland 
nith the empire, ibid. ; bis policf 



with that of Cbaries 
IV., 156 ; hia knowledge of acience 
and ut, ibid.; his literary par. 
anila, ibid. ; bis skill ia military 
afiaira, 157; bii oomprebensive- 
neaa of mind, ibid. ; his defects, 
ibid. ; he united in lumaelf the 
t<n) chief elements of the German 
character, ibid, 
HAXiHiLiAif II. (the emperor), hi* 
excessive mildness and clemency, 
243; hia smtiments aupeiioc to 
those of hia age, ibid. 
Mblanctboh, bii condliatory cha- 
racter, 171 ) efiorta to restore re- 
ligious unity, Ibid. ; hia aenti- 
menta not predominant among the 
Proteatanta, ibid. 
MnoTiHOiAiTB, hereditary ricM 
of, 64; downftU of, 66; thdr 
goremmeot liarsb and conupt, 
67 I adopted the Latin Ian- 
guage, 71. 
MiDDLi Aos, apirit of, exemplified 
In Bichard Coeur de Lion and 
Godfrey de Bouillon, 106, 107 ; 
disUngaished from antiquity by 
the predominance of the imagina- 
tioa, 107 ; multitude of its great 
lawgivers, lOB ; predominance of 
feeling in the Germanic character, 
ibid. ; the Italian character analo- 
gous to that of Butiquitj, ibid. ; 
civilization of, compared with that 
of antiquity, UB, 119; duration 
of, 118 ; its first period the era of 
legislation and the foundation of 
states, ibid. ; second period the 
era of the Crusades, ibid. ; its 
third period characterized by 
wealth, art, aud philosopby, 119 ; 
ita love of learning, ibid. ; dia- 
organizatton in the moral rela- 
ticni, ibid. ; the church, the im- 
perial dignitjr, and the inatituljon, 
its three uiuversal bonds of union, 
155. 
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about, 37 ; their causes and dura- 
tion, 37, 38 ; their course and 
direction, 48 ; evils of, exaggerated 
by modern historians, 50, 62 ; 
effects of, on civilization, 62 ; on 
national character, 130, 136. 

Money, one of the causes of civili- 
zation, 17. 

Mtthologt, the true key to primi- 
tive history, 13. 

Mttholoot, German, its chief cha- 
racteristics, 23, 28 ; compared 
with that of the Persians, 23 ; 
contrasted with that of the Greeks 
and Romans, 23, 24 ; its concep- 
tion of the Deity, 25 ; origin of 
ordeals, ibid. ; human sacrifices, 
26; the source of mediaeval and 
romantic poetry, 28 ; its great in- 
fluence on modern life, ibid. ; its 
poetic beauty, ibid. ; its practical 
evils, ibid. 

National Character, peculiar 
development of, in the various 
states, 130 ; by what chiefly 
moulded among the Western na- 
tions, ibid. ; among the Northern 
and Eastern nations, 136. 

Nature, moral effects of natural 
scenery, 15 ; its influence on the 
German nations, 15, 16. 

Netherlands, wealth and pros- 
perity of, 132 ; causes of its revolt 
under Philip II., 220. 

NiBELUNGEN-LiVD, a priceless me- 
morial of the German language, 
72 ; its high value and historical 
importance, 73 ; its poetic beauty, 
ibid. ; its resemblance to Homer, 
ibid. ; one of the poems collected 
by Charlemagne, ibid. ; were 
founded on older Gothic lays, 
ibid. 

NoniLiTY, in the middle age, was 
the 8 rength of the nation, S3 ; 
was the Germanic and national 

2 



element of the state, ibid. ; their 
relations with the clergy, 84 ; how 
modified by chivalry, 103 ; their 
degeneracy in the fifteenth cen- 
tury, 153 ; their hostility to the 
cities, ibid. ; their high spirit, ibid. ; 
Gotz V. Berlichingen, 153, 154 ; 
relaxation of the feudal ties, 
154 ; means of their regenera- 
tion, ibid. ; Luther's opinion of 
the German nobles, 168 ; its new 
form in the sixteenth century, 
218 ; its successive forms in the 
middle age, ibid. ; its military 
functions superseded, ibid. ; its 
modem functions, 219 ; is the 
real centre, of the recent political 
changes, 309 ; its duties and func- 
tions in the present day, ibid. ; 
Austria, its cradle and chief seat, 
310. 

Normans, their romantic spirit, 
103 ; their migrations and con- 
quests, 103, 104 ; effects of the 
conquest of England, 103 ; their 
national individuality, ibid. ; pro- 
pagated the spirit of chivalry, 104, 
108 ; their connection with the 
Crusades, 109. 

Norway and Sweden, their attach- 
ment to the ancient faith, 234, 235 ; 
the Reformation, introduced by 
arbitrary power, 234 ; results of 
the predominance of Lutheranism, 
235. 



Odin, the source of all northern 
sagas and mythology, 76 ; was a 
real historical personage, ibid. ; 
the founder of many royal dynas- 
ties, ibid. ; the period of his life, 
ibid. 4 became the founder of a 
new religious system, 77 1 was 
afterwards confounded with Wo- 
den, the supreme god, ibid. ; his 
mythology compared with the an- 
cient Germanic religion, ibid. ; 
the saga of Ifalda and of other 
deities, ibid. 



E 



418 



INDEX. 



Ordbals, orig;in of in the old Ger- 
manic conception of the Deity, 25, 

Oblbans, Maid of, exemplifies the 
spirit of the age, 129 ; her popu- 
larity and subsequent neglect, 
ibid.; her feminine gentleness, 
ibid. ; her pure and exalted senti- 
ments, ibid. 

OssiAN, poems of, theur date, 27. 

Painting, its first development in 
the middle age, 112 ; rise of a 
peculiar style, ibid. ; art of, well 
applied in its origin, 168 ; became 
a dangerous political instrument, 
ibid. 



Falatinb, the Count Charles Fred- 
erick, the strong mutual friendship 
between him and Charles V., 198 ; 
his character, ibid. 

Papal power, the spiritual origin 
of, 86 ; difference between the 
Protestant and Catholic view of, 
ibid. ; its extent not strictly de- 
finable, ibid. ; a means of effecting 
ecclesiastical reforms, 87 ; the po- 
litical distinct from the spiritaal, 
88 ; its benefits in the middle ages, 
ibid. ; its popular nature, ibid. ; 
its influence on European civiliza- 
tion, ibid. 

Paul III., his nepotism and secular 
policy, 197. 

Peasants' war, their first demands 
not unjust, 179; participated in 
by many of the nobles, ibid. ; con- 
sequences of its failure, ibid. 

Persians, ancient, in their wor- 
ship and their constitution similar 
to the primitive Germans, 23 ; the 
sacrificing of horses peculiar to, 
ibid. 

Pescara, the greatest man of his 
nation, 196 ; his devotion to 
Charles V., 197. 

Peter the Great, the true founder 
of the Russian empire, 277 ; his 
despotism justifiable, 278 ; Hol- 



land and England his models,ibid.; 
German influence in Russia, ibid. 

Phoenigians, inferiority of, to the 
early Greeks, 22 ; tibeir human 
sacrifices, 36. 

Philip the Fair, father of Charles 
v., character of, 174. 

Philip II. seeks to be elected 
king of the Romans, 213 ; fiederal 
union of large states not dangerous 
to freedom, 214 ; gradual aggran- 
dizement of a single state produc- 
tive of despotism, ibid. ; his cha- 
racter, 217 ; origin of his despotic 
disposition, ibid. ; brilliant com- 
mencement of his reign, ibid. ; his 
conquest of Portugal unjustifiable, 
222 ; his policy contrasted with 
Charles the Fifth's, ibid. ; result of 
his Portuguese policy, 223; the 
remorse of his latter years, ibid. 

Philip II., of Spain, his suppres- 
sion of popular liberty, 264 ; his 
Eastern seclusion, 265 ; his vigour 
and capacity, ibid. ; the expulsion 
of the Moors, ibid. 

Philosophy, its relations with his- 
tory, 1, 2, 115; the cause of the 
downfall of the states of antiquity, 
116; vast power of, in modern 
times, ibid. ; the chief moving 
agent of public opinion, 164 ; the 
source of all revolutions, ibid. ; its 
intimate alliance with Christianity, 
165 ; its degeneracy in the fifteenth 
century, ibid. ; influence in the 
East, ibid. ; tlie origin of all the 
medieeval heresies, 166. 

Pius II., career of, 148 ; his know- 
ledge of Germany, ibid. 

Poetry, nature of, among ancient 
and simple nations, 21 ; a test of 
civilization, 21, 22 ; a source of 
historical knowledge, 22 ; the Ho- 
meric poems, a proof of the supe- 
riority of the early Greeks, ibid. ; 
its different development among 
the Greeks, Romans, Celts, and 



Germans, 27 i among Romani and 
CelM eiclusivelj religiouB, ibid. ; 
among th« piitnitiTe GensBDB, 
caltivated bjtbe cbiefB, 28 ; in the 
middle ages, princes oFten min- 
strela, ibid. ; eDcoiiraged by Chat' 
lemagne, 71, 72; Gothic hero - 
poems, 73 ; love of, peculiar to 
the GeroiBns, ihid. ; lonrce ani) 
subjects or, ibid.; historj of Jor- 
nandes a monument of Gothi<: 
poetrj, 93, 94 ; inHuence of the 
ontsades. 111; mediteral, not 
drawn from Eastern eaarees, ibid. 
Poland, \kt original relations witli 
the empire, 00, 01 ; was desdtnte 
of influence in Enrope, 137; ivaa 
uninfluenced by German coloa- 
Uation, ibid. ; the extinction til 
its natiie djnutj, 240 ; it) rojsl 
elections, ibid. ; Swedish i 
AuBtrian parties, 241; its tole 
tlon of all religious sects, ibid. 
Political Economy, its origin in 
the eighteenth century, 300 ; was 
the foundation of a new adminie- 
trativB system, 301 ; the subor. 
dination of moral to material in- 
terests undermined the social sys- 
tem, 302. 
PoPBB, the, (hdr wealth in tbeUmes a 
Heathenism, 86; were enriched by 
Charlemagne, ibid. ; their relatioiiE 
wiUi the earlier German empe- 
rors, 67 ; were the supreme judges 
and umpires of Europe, BS ; 
causes of their political inflnencd, 
ibid. ; their contests with the 
emperors, 99, 101 ; their right o 
confirming the election of the em- 
perors, 102 ; resnltB of thdr dis- 
putes, ibid. ; diminution of theii 
political influence, ibid. ; canae: 
and injarious effects of the schian 
in the papacy, 141 ; origin of theii 
secular policy in the fifteenth cen 
turj,141, 142; preponderance o 
secular influence in their elections 
142; character of Jalins II. axi< 
Leo X., ibid. ; their partition o 
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the new worid, 222 ; their failure 
in uniting the Catholic powers 
during the religious wars, 25G ', 
their excessive (brbearance towards 
France, ibid. ; their want of consi- 
deration for Aastria, ibid. 
PoRTUouiBB, rapid rise of tbeir na- 
tional grandeur, 135 ; tbeir energies 
directed towards India, ibid. ; brief 
duritiDn of their prosperity, ibid. ; 
their influence on Em^pe alight. 



Refohhatiok, age of, similar to our 

own, ISO; predominance of the 
understanding, 161 ; power of 
thought, ibid. ; parallel between 
Keuchlin, Ulric t. Hutton, Lu- 
ther, sjid Melanctbon, ibid. ; 
origin of, 1 S3 ; degeneracy of 
the prevailing philosophy, 1G4 ; 
philoiophy the source of all revo- 
lutions, ibid. ( spread of astrology 
and magic, 165 ; Dr. Fauatos, 
ibid. ; Germany ripe for a revolu- 
tion, 167; efforts of Charles V. 
and Melanctbon to restore unity, 
171; ths schism not inevitable, 
ibid. ; at the commencement, the 
points of difference not irremov- 
able, ibid. ; causes of the schism 
becoming permanent, 172 ; its 
benefidal effects, ibid. ; its evilt, 
ibid.; the Schism coosummsted 
before the coundl of Trent assem- 
bled, ibid ; re-BCtion against the 
abuses of freedom of thought, 173; 
duration of the religious wan, 
207 ; political effects of the new 
docb-lnes, 20B', the mutual rela- 
tions of sovereigns and people dis- 
organized, ibid. ; loss of civil 
liberty and freedom of thought, 
209 ; religions persecution gene- 
ral, itnd. i rise of a republican 
spirit, ibid. ; parallel between the 
age immediately preceding and 
following the Reformation, 2101 
isolation of the different states, 
213 ; effects of the alliance be- 
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tween England and Austria, 225 ; 
e&tablishment of religious tolera- 
tion, ibid. ; is the ruling element 
of power in modern history, ibid. ; 
causes of the Thirty Years' War, 
234 ; its introduction into the Scan- 
dinavian countries, ibid. ; parallel 
between Lutheranism andCaWin- 
ism, 235, 238 ; its effects on the 
imagination, 236; the Christian idea 
of the godhead, ibid. ; imagina- 
tion necessary to faith, ibid. ; 
stated duration of the religious 
wars, 255 ; want of union among 
the Catholic powers, ibid. ; inter- 
nal divisions in England and Hol- 
land, 257 ; absence of any great 
Protestant hero in Germany, ibid. ; 
probable results of a complete 
Catholic triumph, 258, 259 ; pro- 
bable results of a complete Pro- 
testant triumph, 260, 261 ; com- 
parison of the results of a Catholic 
and a Protestant triumph, 261 ; 
its actual political consequences, 
262. 

Reuchlin, his depth of mind, 161 ; 
his comprehensive learning, 162 ; 
his profound philosophy, ibid. ; 
his knowledge of life, ibid. ; his 
views remote from Protestantism, 
163. 

Revolution (the French), premo- 
nitory symptoms of, 269, 270 ; 
influence of Lewis XIV., 268; 
preludes of, 292 ; dissolution of 
the English and Austrian alliance, 
ibid. ; a universal convulsion, 303 ; 
its comparative effect on the dif- 
ferent states, ibid. 

Richelieu, his influence on the 
course of the Thirty Years* War, 
250 ; his foreign and domestic 
policy, 252 ; his system a political 
atheism, ibid. 

RoDOLPH of Hapsburg, his chival- 
rous virtue, 116, 119; his high 
qualities as a sovereign, 119, 120; 
compared with the sultan Ottacur, 



120 ; his acquisition of Austria 
and other provinces, 120, 121 ; 
his care for the rights of the em- 
pire, 121 ; his failure to secure the 
empire at once to his house, ibid. ; 
ambition of the French kings, 
ibid, i selfish policy of the German 
princes, ibid. 

RoDOLPH II. (the emperor), hia 
character, 244 ; his unsuitableness 
to his age, ibid. ; his repugnance 
to affairs, ibid. 

RoMB, her origin, 10; causes of her 
ceaseless wars, ibid. ; her rapid 
aggrandizement, ibid. ; her selfish 
policy, 11 ; causes of her down- 
fall, 11, 45, 46 ; sketch of, in the 
fifteenth century, 163; indepen- 
dence of thought before the out- 
break of the Reformation, ibid. 

Roman Empire, its utter degeneracy, 
5, 38, 54 ; probable results of its 
perpetuation, 5, 6 ; its feebleness 
one great cause of the Germanic 
migrations, 38 ; its constitution 
radically defective, 45 ; want of a 
genuine order of citizens and a 
common nobility, 45, 46 ; its po- 
litical institutions uninfluenced by 
Christianity, 47, 48 ; necessary 
conditions wanting for a constitu- 
tion adapted to Christianity, 48. 

Romans, their first encounter vrith 
the Germans, 37 ; their feithless- 
ness and cruelty towards the Ger- 
mans and Gauls, 39 ; their mild- 
ness towards the Greeks and 
Asiatics, ibid. ; their colonies, 39, 
40 ; their pacific policy under Au- 
gustus and Tiberius, 40; their 
various wars with the Germans, 
40, 45 ; their moral and religious 
corruption, 46 ; the policy and the 
leading ideas of the better empe- 
rors, 46, 47 ; the impossibility of 
regenerating heathenism, ibid. ; 
contrasted with the Greeks, 54; 
their close intercourse with the 
Germans, 56; their adoption of 
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German manners and dress, ibid. ; 
their peculiar reception of Chris- 
tianity, 82. 

Roman jurisprndence, injurious to 
freedom, 152 ; destroyed the sys- 
tem of trial by jury, ibid. 

RoTAL authority, rapid growth of, 
131 ; its preponderance in France, 
128, 132 ; its development in 
England a consequence of the 
civU wars, 132, 133 ; its gradual 
growth in Spain, 133 ; is based on 
imagination and faith, 238 ; the 
real essence of the state, ibid. 

Runic alphabet, used by the Ger- 
manic races, 19. 

Russia, early development of her 
power, 137 ; her Byzantine culture, 
ibid. ; the destructive tyranny of 
the Moguls, ibid. ; the restora- 
tion of the empire by Yasiliwitch, 
ibid. 

Sacrifices, human, their relative 
frequency among different nations, 
26 ; human victims, must be vo- 
luntary and beautiful, ibid. 

Savages, characteristics of the sa- 
vage state, 18 ; languages of, 75. 

Saxons, akindred race to the Franks, 
63 ; cruel treacment of, by Charle- 
magne, 67 ; their hatred of the 
Franks, 67, 97. 

Saxon Emperors, one of the three 
great national dynasties, 92 ; com- 
pared with the Franconian and 
Suabian, 92, 93; their heroism 
and refinement, 92 ; their military 
policy, 93, 94. 

ScLAVONiANS, their primitive seats, 
12 ; their relations with the primi- 
tive Germans, ibid. ; treatment 
of, by the Germans, under the 
Saxon dynasty, 96 ; prosperity of 
their Germanized provinces, ibid. ; 
oppressiveness of the nobility, 
ibid. ; their influence injurious to 



the old Germanic constitution, 96, 
97 ; were protected by the Em- 
peror Charles lY., 124. 

Sebastian, king of Portugal, his 
expedition to Africa justifiable, 
221 ; influence of Northern Africa 
on Europe, ibid. ; gains the love 
of his people, ibid. 

SicKiNOEN, Francis von, was the 
national hero, 179 ; his attach- 
ment to the emperor, ibid. ; his 
patriotism, ibid. 

SiGiSMUND (the emperor), his reign 
prosperous, 140 ; his zeal in sup- 
porting the councils of Constance 
and Basil, 141 ; revives the lustre 
of the imperial dignity, 142. 

Soltman, hit love of fame, 186; 
his wish to be Roman emperor, 
ibid. ; his refinement and spirit of 
toleration, 187 ; his superiority to 
his countrymen in general, ibid. ; 
his schemes against Germany, ibid. 

Spain, its original division into two 
distinct parts, 133 ; partition of 
inheritance, its unity of slow 
growth, ibid. ; its constitution 
free, 134 ; difference of the chi- 
valrous spirit, ibid. ; power of the 
cities, ibid. ; its condition after 
the Reformation, 210 ; its national 
unity and intellectual culture, ibid.; 
deficient in philosophy, ibid. ; 
causes of its decay, 211 ; effects of 
the Reformation, 213; its long 
political preponderance, ibid. ; in 
the sixteenth century, its nobility 
the first of Europe, 218, 219 ; the 
Reformation wholly crushed, 226 ; 
despotism established, 227 ; the 
national enthusiasm for Queen 
Mary Stuart, 229 ; the germs of 
its decay sown by Philip 11., 264 ; 
its total downfall under the French 
dynasty, 265. 

Stuarts, contrasted with the Tu- 
dors, 230 ; their character uncon- 
genial to the Puritans, ibid. ; their 
foreign connections, ibid. 
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SuABiAN League, founded by the 
Emperor Maximilian, 155 ; its 
nature and objects, ibid. ; pro- 
posed incorporation of Switzer- 
land, ibid. 

So ASIAN Emperors, one of the three 
great national dynasties, 92 ; com- 
pared with the Saxon and Fran- 
conian, 92, 93 ; their neglect of 
Germany for Italy, 94 ; lost the 
affections of the Italians, ibid. ; 
unbelief of the Emperor Frede- 
rick II., 115. 

SwBDBN, comparison of, with Swit- 
zerland, 239 ; its predominance 
in the seventeenth century, ibid. ; 
its national unity, ibid. ; its rela- 
tions with GeiTuany, ibid. ; the 
career of Gustavus Adolphus, 251, 
252 ; its conquests under Charles 
Gustavus, 264. 

Swiss, their early struggles for free- 
dom, 122, 125 ; justice not always 
on their side, ibid. ; their ancient 
order of freemen, 125 ; the hos- 
tility of the German nobles, ibid. ; 
their warlike fame, ibid. ; their vic- 
tories over Charles the Bold, 144 ; 
their historical importance, 239; 
their internal divisions, ibid. ; their 
ambitious schemes, ibid. 

Tacitus, chief merit of his works, 4. 

Tatooing, custom of, imknown to 
the primitive Germans, 21. 

Treo DORIC, his principles of go- 
^ vernment, 59 ; his extensive influ- 
ence, 60 ; his solicitude for lite- 
rature, Roman and Gothic, ibid. ; 
his national feelings, ibid. ; his 
fame in Germany, ibid. 

Trajan, the most dangerous foe of 
Germanic freedom, 44 ; his con- 
quest of Dacia, ibid. ; his political 
sagacity, ibid. 

Trent, Council of, the schism con- 
summated before it assembled, 
172 ; confirmation of the ancient 



faith, ibid. ; reformation of dis- 
cipline, ibid. ; concord between 
faith and philosophy not re-estab- 
lished, 173 ; the higher education 
not radically reformed, ibid. ; re- 
action against the abuse of free- 
dom of tiioughtand of philosophy, 
ibid. 

TuDORS, their character hereditary, 
229 ; their love of power, ibid. 

Turks, their European conquests, 
138 ; threatened Europe with im- 
minent danger, ibid. ; their ac- 
quaintance with science and lite- 
rature, ibid. ; their civilization 
incomplete, 139 ; their barbarous 
system of warfare, ibid. ; their 
sovereigns eminent, ibid. ; their 
naval power vast, ibid. 

Ulphilas, his version of the gos- 
pel, 74. 

Vbhm-gericht, or Black Tribunal, 
its audacity, 167 ; its secrecy, 
ibid. ^ favoured the nobility, ibid. 

Venice, its selfish policy, 151. 

Wallenstein, his character, 251 ; 
his selfish designs, ibid. ; his trea- 
sonable proceedings, ibid. ; his 
power over the hearts of men, 
ibid. ; his rewards, 255. 

War, the Thirty Years', its predis- 
posing elements, 245 ; favoured 
by the nature of the Germanic 
constitution, 246 ; equality of 
strength between the parties, ibid. ; 
resources of the respective parties, 
ibid. ; effects of the ecclesiastical 
confiscations, 247 ; interference 
of foreign powers, ibid. ; bit- 
terness of party feeling, 247, 
248 ; arbitrariness of the Protest- 
ant princes in religious matters, 
248 ; emigration of the Protest- 
ants from Austria, 249 ; chief 
heroes of the war, 249, 250 ; 
parallel between Gustavus Vasa, 
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Ferdinand, Wallenstein, and RU 
cheliea, 252; formed a series of 
different wars, 253 ; evil effects of 
foreign interference, ibid. ; the 
superseding of Wallenstein, ibid. ; 
disappearance of all religious en- 
thusiasm, 255; its fatal effects, 
263 ; total destruction of German 
manufactures, ibid. ; frightful di- 
minution of population, ibid* 

Westphalia, peace of, was not a 
real pacification, 262 ; its fatal 
effects on Germany, ibid. ; total dis- 
organization of the empire, ibid. ; 
decline of the middle classes. 



ibid. ; decline of the martial spirit, 
264 ; its effect on the claa9 of 
state functionaries, 272 ; a system 
of legal formalities rendered the 
basis of the constitution, ibid. ; its 
influence on the German nobiUty, 
274. 

Worms, Diet of, the first great event 
in Charles the Fifth's reign, 177 ; 
outlawry of Luther, 178 ; ill con- 
sequences of converting the reli- 
gious controversy into a national 
affair, ibid. 

Writing, art of, one of the causes 
of civilization, 17. 



THE END. 
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